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President

Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa

Current Positions
Mr Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa is the President of the Republic of South Africa; a position he was
appointed to on 15 February 2018.

Mr Ramaphosa was appointed Chairman of the National Planning Commission on 3 June 2014.

In December 2012, he was elected Deputy President of the African National Congress (ANC).
 

Academic Qualifications
Mr Ramaphosa completed his schooling at Mphaphuli High School in Sibasa, South Africa in 1971.

He holds a law degree from the University of South Africa obtained in 1981.

Mr Ramaphosa has also received several honorary doctorates from local and international
universities, including the University of Massachusetts, the University of Cape Town, the National
University of Lesotho, the University of KwaZulu-Natal, and the University of the North
 

Positions last held/Career/Memberships/Other Activities
Mr Ramaphosa was Deputy President of the Republic of South Africa from 25 May 2014 until 15
February 2018. Mr Ramaphosa began his studies at the University of the North in 1972, where he
became involved in student politics, joining the South African Student Organisation (SASO) and
the Black People's Convention (BPC.

He was detained in 1974 for organising pro-Frelimo rallies that were held to celebrate the
independence of Mozambique. He was detained for the second time in 1976 following the Soweto
student uprising and later imprisoned.

Mr Ramaphosa became the first general secretary of the National Union of Mineworkers in 1982.
In 1991, he was elected ANC secretary-general and subsequently became head of the ANC team
that negotiated the transition to democracy.

Following the country's first democratic elections in 1994, he was elected chairperson of the
Constitutional Assembly, which wrote South Africa's new democratic constitution.

Mr Ramaphosa moved into the private sector in 1996. He was the executive chairperson of
Shanduka Group, which he founded in 2001. Mr Ramaphosa became the First Deputy Chairperson
of Commonwealth Business Council.

He served as the deputy chairperson of the National Planning Commission from 2010 until 2014.
 

Research/Presentations/Awards/Decorations/Bursaries and
Publications
He received the Olof Palme prize in Stockholm in 1987 and was included among the Time's 100
Most Influential People in the World in 2007.

In 2009, he was awarded the National Order of the Baobab in Silver by President Jacob Zuma for
his contribution to the multiparty negotiations and for chairing the Constitutional Assembly to
draft the new Constitution.
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Deputy President

Paul Shipokosa Mashatile

Paul Shipokosa Mashatile was appointed as the Deputy President from 3 July 2024. He also held
this position from 6 March 2023 to 19 June 2024.
Deputy President Paul Mashatile was born at Geraldsville, Pretoria, in Gauteng Province, on 21
October 1961.
During his early political activism, Mr. Mashatile has held various leadership positions including
joining the Congress of South African Students (COSAS) while studying at Alexandra High School.
Together with other young people in Alexandra, they established the Alexandra Youth Congress
(AYCO) where he later became its first President. He went on to be elected as the General
Secretary of the United Democratic Front (UDF) from 1989 until the unbanning of political parties
in 1990 when the UDF was dissolved.
Owing to his political activism, he was detained under the State of Emergency regulations
declared by then apartheid State President P.W. Botha and spent more than four years in prison
without trail. While in prison he pursued academic studies.
In 1992 he was appointed as General Secretary of the South African Communist Party (SACP) in
Gauteng, a position he held from 1992 to 2010. He was also head of political education for the
ANC Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Vereeniging (PWV) region.
In addition, the Deputy President has also risen through the ranks of the African National Congress
(ANC). He was elected the Chairperson of the Gauteng Province in 1992 and also elected as the
Provincial Secretary of the ANC, a position he held for six years; and in 1998 he was the Deputy
Chairperson of the ANC in Gauteng.
Deputy President Mashatile has vast experience in governance where he held a number of
positions in Government including:
•    Leader of House Gauteng Legislature from 1994 to 1996
•    MEC for Safety and Security
•    MEC for Housing from 1999 to 2004;
•    Member of Executive Council (MEC) for Finance and Economic Affairs from 2004 to 2008
•    Premier of Gauteng Province from 2008 to 2009
•    Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture from 2009 to 2010
•    Minister of Arts and Culture from 2010 to 2014
•    Chairperson of Appropriation Committee in Parliament 2014 – 2016
In 2017 he was elected the Treasurer-General of the Party at its 54th National conference, during
his tenure as the Treasurer-General he also acted at the Secretary-General and Deputy Secretary-
General of the ANC.
He was sworn in as Deputy President of the Republic of South Africa on 07 March 2023 following
his appointment to this role by President Cyril Ramaphosa.
As Deputy President of South Africa, he has been delegated responsibilities as follows:

Leader of Government Business in Parliament.
Leading Government effort to fast-track land reform and the coordination of Government
programmes to accelerate land reform and agricultural support.
Implement Rapid Response interventions on service delivery and trouble-shooting in service
delivery hotspots.
Assisting the President in the roll-out of the District Development Model through effective
coordination of the different spheres of government which will improve the functioning of
municipalities and address community concerns.
Leading the South African National AIDS Council (SANAC) and the country's integrated
response to the challenges of HIV and AIDS.
Special Envoy on South Sudan and leading peace missions on the continent as required.
Leading the National Human Resource Development Council and fostering collaboration
between government and social partners towards addressing the shortage of skills in critical
sectors of the economy.
Promoting Social Cohesion Initiatives with a particular focus on Traditional and Khoi-San
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Leaders, as well as Military Veterans.
Deputy President Paul Mashatile also chairs the following Cabinet Committees

Governance, State Capacity and Institutional Development
Justice, Crime Prevention and Security

Deputy President Mashatile was married to Manzi Mashatile who passed on in 2020. In March
2023, he got married to Humile Bogatsu, who is now Mrs Mashatile. Mr Mashatile has six children:
Palesa, Tinyiko, Thabiso, Ayanda, Zodwa and Goapele.  
Source: The Presidency
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Ministers

Senzo Mchunu

Mr Senzo Mchunu was appointed as Minister of Police from 3 July 2024 until 13 July 2025. 
He previously was Minister of Water and Sanitation from 5 August 2021 to 19 June 2024 and
Minister of Public Service and Administration from 30 May 2019 to 5 August 2021.
Mr Senzo Mchunu is an alumni of the University of Zululand and the University of South Africa,
where he obtained a BA degree in Education and International Relations. His entry into
Government began as a High School Educator, at St Augustine’s High School (Nquthu, Northern
KwaZulu-Natal) whereafter he was subsequently transferred to Impande High School in Eshowe.
He went into politics full time in 1991 and was appointed as the first Regional Secretary of the
African National Congress (ANC), of the then Northern Natal Region. In 1994, he was elected the
first Provincial Secretary of the ANC in KwaZulu-Natal. He became an ordinary member of the
KwaZulu-Natal Legislature in 1997, until his appointment as Chairperson of the Agriculture
Portfolio Committee.
Between 2002 – 2004, Minister Mchunu served as the Chairperson of the Social Development
Portfolio Committee and again, served in the same capacity in the Portfolio Committee of
Education between 2004 and 2009. He became MEC for Education in KwaZulu-Natal between
2009 and 2013. Minister Mchunu was thereafter elected Provincial Chairperson of the ANC in
2013 and served as Premier of KwaZulu-Natal between 2013 and 2016.
President Ramaphosa appointed Mr Mchunu as Minister for Water and Sanitation on 5 August
2021, after having served as the Minister for the Public Service and Administration.
Source: Water and Sanitation
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Willie Aucamp

Mr Willem Abraham Stephanus (Willie) Aucamp was appointed as Minister of Agriculture, a
position he assumed on 1 July 2026.
He previously served as Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment from 17 November
2025 to 30 June 2026.
Aucamp was elected to the National Assembly in 2024 after standing as a candidate on the
Democratic Alliance’s national list. He was sworn in as a Member of Parliament on 25 June 2024.
During his tenure in the National Assembly, he served as a DA Whip and was a member of the
Portfolio Committee on Agriculture. He was also appointed as one of the party’s National
Spokespersons.
Before joining the National Assembly, Aucamp represented the Northern Cape as one of its
permanent delegates to the National Council of Provinces from 2019 to 2024.
Aucamp’s appointment to the National Executive reflects his ongoing contribution to the public
service at both provincial and national levels.
Source: People’s Assembly 
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Siviwe Gwarube

Ms Siviwe Gwarube has been appointed as Minister of Basic Education from 3 July 2024.
She has been a Member of Parliament representing the Democratic Alliance (DA) since May 2019.
She is currently the chief whip of the DA, with a particular focus on maximising the functioning
and impact of Parliament to better serve South Africans. This is done in tandem with capacitating
members of Parliament in the DA caucus to be effective legislators and public representatives.
Prior to this role, she served as the DA’s shadow Minister of Health, distinguishing herself during
the National Health Insurance legislative process and the country’s battle with the Coronavirus
Disease pandemic. During this period, she was also the party’s national spokesperson and deputy
chief whip.
During her time in Parliament, Ms Gwarube has continuously championed greater accountability
and executive oversight in Parliament. She has introduced various amendments to the rules of
the South African National Assembly to strengthen its hand against corruption and better service
delivery..
As a Politics, Law and Philosophy graduate from Rhodes University and the University of the
Western Cape, she began her career as the spokesperson for the DA’s then parliamentary leader,
Ms Lindiwe Mazibuko, before joining the Western Cape Provincial Government. She went on to
occupy various spokesperson roles over the years and then that of the Head of Ministry in the
provincial Department of Health.
Prior to being elected to public office in 2019, Ms Gwarube worked as the Executive Director of
Communications for the DA.
Source: Democratic Alliance
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Mmoba Solomon "Solly" Malatsi

Mr Solly Malatsi was appointed as Minister of Communications and Digital Technologies from 3
July 2024.
He is an experienced communications specialist with an illustrious career across different spheres
of government as a spokesperson. 
He is a Member of Parliament who has served in various portfolios such as Sports and Recreation,
Human Settlements, and Communications.  
His leadership tenure in Parliament includes previous roles as the Counsellor to the Leader of the
Official Opposition and a full term as a whip for the parliamentary caucus. His previous roles in
communications include spells as the spokesperson for the Western Cape Member of the
Executive Council for Transport and Public Works, and the Mayor of Cape Town.
Prior to his appointment as Minister of Communications and Digital Technologies, Mr Malatsi
served as the national spokesperson for the Democratic Alliance (DA).
He holds a Bachelor of Administration degree from the University of Limpopo and an Honours
degree in Political Studies from the University of the Witwatersrand.
Mr Malatsi has held several leadership positions within the DA, including Provincial Deputy
Chairperson in Limpopo. He is an elected Deputy Federal Chairperson; a role he has served in
since 2023.
Source: Department of Communications and Digital Technologies
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Velenkosini Hlabisa

Mr Velenkosini Fiki Hlabisa was appointed as Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional
Affairs from 3 July 2024.
While at primary school he benefitted from the Good Citizenship Programme incorporated into the
school’s curriculum by the KwaZulu Government, under the leadership of Prince Mangosuthu
Buthelezi. The teachings of self-help and self-reliance, and selfless service to one’s community
and country, resonated with him from a young age.
His passion for education saw him pursue a career in teaching, where he rose to Principal of the
Somfula High School. Continuing his studies, he obtained an SSTD and B. Paed Degree in History
from the University of Zululand (UniZulu), and a Bachelor A Honours Degree in History from the
University of South Africa. While studying at the UniZulu, he became a founding member and first
Chairperson of the South African Democratic Students’ Movement at the UniZulu. Later he
became Regional Deputy Chairperson of the National Teachers’ Union.
His work at the community level remained consistent. For six years he served as Chairperson of
the Community Working Group, working with the South African Medical Research Council on
HIV/AIDS and Microbicide trials. He has also served for over a decade as Chairperson of the
Hlabisa Hospital Board.
Through the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP), he embraced the call to serve in governance and spent
24 years gaining experience in local governance in the positions of Councillor, Deputy Mayor and
Mayor at the District level.
In August 2021, he was elected unopposed as the President of the IFP. In this position, he was the
Leader of the Official Opposition in the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature before being sworn in as a
Member of Parliament in October 2023, taking the reins in the National Assembly from the late
founder of the IFP, Prince Buthelezi. Following the May 2024 National and Provincial Elections, and
the formation of South Africa’s second Government of National Unity, the IFP became part of the
national government. Mr Hlabisa embraces his role in the spirit of servant leadership.
He is married to Thandeka Nxumalo and has been blessed with six children – Nkosinathi,
Nokwanda, Sthembile, Melokuhle, Osimelesonke and Sabeluyabizwa. The family are members of
the Nazareth Baptist Church. Mr Hlabisa is committed to building a more stable, prosperous and
just South Africa, hand in hand with every citizen. He travels in hope, believing that change is
possible.
Source: Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs
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Petrus Johannes "Pieter" Groenewald

Dr Pieter Groenewald was appointed as Minister of Correctional Services from 3 July 2024.
He was born on 27 August 1955 in Fochville in Gauteng. He matriculated from the Gymnasium
High School in Potchefstroom in North West. He obtained a B.Iuris (Law) degree from the then
Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education (now North-West University) and worked
at Armscor.

He later completed a postgraduate Diploma in Communication Studies and his Master’s degree in
Public Management and Development. He also holds a Doctorate in Political Studies from the
North-West University.

Prior to being elected as a Member of Parliament in 1989, Dr Groenewald served as the Mayor of
Stilfontein. In 1994 he was re-elected to Parliament where he served as the Chairperson of the
Portfolio Committee on Defence in the National Assembly from 1994 to 1999. In 1999 he was
elected as a Member of the North West Provincial Legislature, where he served until 2001 when
he returned to Parliament.

He served on the first ministerial interim National Defence Force Service Commission until 2012.

He is a founding member of the Freedom Front Plus. He previously served as the Federal
Chairperson of the party. In 2016, he was elected as the National Leader and re-elected in 2021.
In 2024 he was re-elected to the National Assembly.

Dr Groenewald is married and lives in Stilfontein in North West. His hobbies include karate,
photography and gardening. He is the first person in South Africa to ride five horses
simultaneously, known as Roman Riding.
Source: Department of Correctional Services
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Angie Motshekga

Ms Angie Motshekga was appointed as Minister of Defence and Military Veterans from 3 July 2024.
Angelina "Angie" Matsie Motshekga was previously the Minister of Basic Education from 11 May
2009 to 19 June 2024. She is also a member of the African National Congress (ANC) National
Executive Committee and the President of the ANC Women's League (ANCWL) since 2007.

Academic Qualifications
She holds a Master's degree from Wits University; a Bachelor of Educational Science degree from
the University of the Witwatersrand; a Bachelor of Arts in Education degree from the University of
the North and a Higher Diploma in Education.

Career/Positions/Memberships/Other Activities
Ms Motshekga was an educator at Orlando High School from 1981 to 1983, lecturer at the Soweto
College of Education from 1983 to 1985 and lecturer at Wits University from 1985 to 1994.
She has also served as Director in the Office of The President from 1994 to 1997; Deputy
Secretary of the ANCWL from 1997 to 2007 and as executive member of the National Education
Union of South Africa.
She served as a member of the Sediba sa Basadi Trust; member of the Gauteng Executive
Council (MEC) for Social Services and Population Development from 2000 to 2004; MEC for
Education from 2004 to 2009; Deputy Chairperson of the ANC in Gauteng and a member of the
Gauteng Provincial Legislature from 1999 to 2004.
Source: Department of Basic Education
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Kgosientsho Ramokgopa

Dr Kgosientsho David Ramokgopa was appointed as Minister of Electricity and Energy from 3 July
2024. 
He was previously Minister of Electricity from 6 March 2023 to 19 June 2024.
Prior to his appointment as Minister, he was Head of the Investment and Infrastructure office in
the office of the President of the Republic of South Africa and the Head of Infrastructure South
Africa. Dr Ramokgopa is also an appointed Professor of Practice of the University of Johannesburg
in the School of Public Management, Governance and Public Policy.
Prior to this, Dr Ramokgopa was Gauteng MEC (Member of Executive Committee) for Economic
Development, Agriculture and Environment. Previously, he has held the position of Executive
Mayor of the City of Tshwane between 2010 and 2016, at the time he was one of the youngest
Mayors of a Metropolitan in the country. 
Dr Ramokgopa’s previous positions include holding the position of CEO for both the Metropolitan
Trading Company and the Johannesburg Market and he has previously been the Deputy
Chairperson of the board of Trade and Investment in Limpopo. Dr Ramokgopa holds a PHD from
the University of Pretoria, A Masters of Public Administration from the University of Pretoria and a
Masters of Business Leadership from the University of South Africa. He completed his BSC Civil
Engineering at the University of Durban Westville in 1998. 
Dr Ramokgopa is an avid reader and enjoys following sports. He is actively involved in soccer
development in his home township of Atteridgeville and once owned a team that played in the
ABC Motsepe league. In his free time, Dr Ramokgopa offers lessons in leadership and public
management at various tertiary institutions as a guest lecturer, something he does pro-bono. 
Dr Ramokgopa lives by the motto: “If you live truthfully, you shall prevail against all adversity".
Source: The Presidency
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Nomakhosazana Meth

Ms Nomakhosazana Meth was appointed as Minister of Employment and Labour from 3 July 2024.
She is a distinguished South African politician and a member of the National Assembly and
Cabinet. She is a member of the National Executive Council of the African National Congress
(ANC) and has served as Chairperson of the ANC Women’s League in the OR Tambo Region.
Ms Meth’s humble upbringing was instrumental in her journey in life. Her rich educational
background is testament to the fact that education was the cornerstone that gave her solid
grounding and a zeal to accomplish.
Ms Meth’s holds a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in Public Administration from the University
of Fort Hare (UFH). She also holds a Certificate in Education and Empowerment Programme from
the National School of Government; Certificate in South African Government Law from the
University of Zululand; Certificate in Executive Municipal Leadership Development Programme
from the University of Pretoria, and a Certificate and an Advanced Certificate in Local
Government Law and Administration from the UFH.
Ms Meth has a distinguished political career spanning many years, with significant milestones as
testament to her contributions at various local, provincial and national levels of government. She
has a wealth of knowledge and expertise, proven track record and solid background in public
administration at different spheres of government, and a passion for social justice.
She served as the Chairperson of the Mbizana Local Labour Forum and subsequently, the Council
Speaker for the Mbizana Local Municipality. She also served as a Member of the Mayoral
Committee and the Council Speaker of the OR Tambo District Municipality.
Between 2011 and 2016, she was the Chairperson of the South African Local Government
Association (SALGA) in the Eastern Cape, and a member of the Performance Assessment Panel of
the Public Service Commission. From 2016 to 2019, Ms Meth was a member of the National
Executive Committee of the SALGA. She was a member and subsequently, Chairperson of the
Eastern Cape Socio-Economic Consultative Council from 2019 until 2021. She was the
transformational Executive Mayor of the OR Tambo District Municipality, a position she occupied
until her exit to provincial government.
In 2021, Ms Meth became a member of the Provincial Legislature of the Eastern Cape Provincial
Legislature. She was appointed as a Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for Rural
Development and Agrarian Reform. She also served as the Eastern Cape MEC for Health. Her
determination to change the lives of ordinary citizens saw her bringing change by establishing
partnerships in the health sector.
In 2024, she joined national government as a Member of Parliament (MP) of the National
Assembly. Ms Meth’s political journey is testament to her commitment to public service and
determination to make a difference in the lives of the people of South Africa. 
Source: Department of Employment and Labour
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Enoch Godongwana

Mr Enoch Godongwana was appointed as Minister of Finance from 3 July 2024. He also held this
position from 5 August 2021 to 19 June 2024.
He holds an MSc degree in Financial Economics from the University of London and is a member of
the National Executive Committee of the African National Congress (ANC) since 1997.
He is the current chairperson of the ANC’s Economic Transformation sub-committee. Prior to his
appointment as the Minister of Finance, Godongwana was the Chairperson of the Board of the
Development Bank of Southern Africa. Among others, he has also been appointed to the Boards
of the New Development Bank and Mondi plc, CEO of the Financial Sector Charter Council and
Member of the Policy Board for Financial Services and Regulation.
He served in government as the Deputy Minister of Economic Development, Deputy Minister of
Public Enterprises, Member of Parliament, Member of the Eastern Cape Provincial Legislature,
and a Member of the Executive Council in the Eastern Cape responsible for Finance, Economic
Affairs, Environment and Tourism.
Godongwana has a solid background in the trade union movement; having served in various
leadership positions in one of South Africa’s largest industrial unions – the National Union of Metal
Workers of South Africa – including being its General Secretary from 1993 to 1997.
He also served on the Congress of South African Trade Unions (COSATU’s) Executive and Central
Committees from 1992 to 1997 and was the chairperson of COSATU's Economic Development
Task Force. He is one of the founding members of the National Economic Development and
Labour Council (NEDLAC) and participated in the drafting of a number of progressive labour
legislation including the Labour Relations Act.
Source: National Treasury
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David Maynier

Mr David Maynier was appointed as Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment from 1
July 2026.
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Aaron Motsoaledi

Dr Pakishe Aaron Motsoaledi was appointed as Minister Health from 3 July 2024.
He was previously Minister Home Affairs from 30 May 2019 to 19 June 2014.. He was the Minister
of Health from 26 May 2014 until 25 May 2019. He is also a member of the African National
Congress (ANC) National Executive Committee.
Dr Motsoaledi holds a Bachelor of Medicine and Surgery from the University of Natal. He attended
high school education at Setotolwane High School.
Prior to his appointment as Minister of Health of the Republic of South Africa, Dr Motsoaledi had
served as a Chairperson of the Sekhukhune Advice Office from 1986 to 1994; as a Chairperson of
Hlahlolanang Health and Nutrition Education Project in 1989; as a Deputy Chairperson of the
African National Congress (ANC) in the then Northern Transvaal from 1991 to 1992; as Head of
the ANC Elections Commission for Limpopo Province in 1994; as Head of the ANC Economic and
Infrastructure Desk and as Head of the ANC Research and Briefing of election Task Team in
Limpopo in 1994.
Dr Motsoaledi has also served as a member of the Limpopo Provincial Legislature from 1994 to
2009; as a member of the Limpopo Provincial Executive Council (MEC) for Education from 1994 to
1997; MEC for Transport from 1998 to 1999 and MEC for Agriculture, Land and Environment in
1999. Dr Motsoaledi has been the Minister of Health since 11 May 2009 to date.
Source: Ministry of Health
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Buti Manamela

Mr Buti Manamela was appointed as Minister of Higher Education and Training from 21 July 2025.
He previously served as Deputy Minister of Higher Education and Training from 19 June 2024 to
21 July 2025. He previously served as Deputy Minister of Higher Education, Science and
Innovation from 17 October 2017 to 19 June 2024. He was Deputy Minister in The Presidency from
26 May 2014 to 16 October 2017.
Mr Manamela serves as a member of the Central Committee of the South African Communist
Party and in the National Executive Committee of the African National Congress.
He holds a Master’s Degree in Public Policy and Development Management from Wits University,
and studied Digital Electronics at the then Mamelodi College (now Tshwane North Technical and
Vocational Education and Training (TVET) College).
Mr Manamela served as Deputy President of the South African Students’ Congress, President of
the then South African College Student Association (now South African TVET Student Association),
Local Organiser for the South African Commercial, Catering and Allied Workers’ Union, and as the
National Secretary of the Young Communist League of South Africa from 2003 to 2014.
Source: Ministry of Higher Education and Training
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Leon Amos Schreiber

Dr Leon Schreiber was appointed as Minister of Home Affairs from 3 July 2024.
He is a Member of Parliament for the Democratic Alliance. He previously served as Shadow
Minister of Public Service and Administration, as a Whip in the National Assembly, and as
Strategy and Communications Advisor to the Leader of the Opposition.
Before he was first elected to Parliament in May 2019, Dr Schreiber worked as a Senior Research
Specialist at Princeton University’s Innovations for Successful Societies programme, where he
conducted research in numerous African and Asian countries on how to build and reform
government institutions.
He earned his Doctorate in Political Science, magna cum laude, from the Free University of Berlin
in 2015, after completing Master’s, Honour’s and Bachelor's degrees in International Studies and
Political Science at Stellenbosch University. He matriculated from Paul Roos Gymnasium and grew
up in the Namaqualand region of the Northern Cape.
Dr Schreiber has an extensive publication record, including his 2018 book, Coalition Country, as
well as policy papers, journal publications and press articles.
He has been recognised with multiple awards, including being named one of the Mail &
Guardian’s Top 200 Young South Africans in 2017. He was the 2015 runner-up in the St Gallen
Wings of Excellence Award for young leaders, and received a European Commission Scholarship
Award for his doctoral studies.
Source: Department of Home Affairs
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Thembisile Simelane

Ms Thembi Simelane was appointed as as Minister of Human Settlements on 3 December 2024.
She was Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development from 3 July 2024 to 3 December
2024. 
She was previously Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs from 6 March of
2023 to 19 June 2024 and Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs
from 5 August 2021 to 6 March 2023.
Thembisile Phumelele Simelane was born In Bethal in the Mpumalanga province on the 10th Feb
1973.
She began her political journey in student politics as a member of COSAS serving in various
leadership positions including Regional Co-ordinator of the then Eastern Transvaal. At University
of the North, she was a member and leader of the South African Student Congress (SASCO).
Thembi served in various leadership roles at branch level of the organisation from being elected
the Provincial Secretary of SASCO, whose main task was to organise and mobilise students in all
universities and about 22 colleges of education in the then Northern Transvaal.
Because of her confidence, trustworthiness and hard work, political wit, she was elected as the
Deputy President of the Student Representative Council (SRC), a position she used influentially to
serve in the highest decision-making body of the university. The main function of the University
Council was to influence the policies governing the student populace better serve them, which
was continuously successfully achieved in her term.
She also served sterlingly, at the Broad Transformation Committee (BTC) of the University,
ensuring that it moves in line with transformation in the country, particularly the improvement of
conditions of the working class.
Political Background
In pursuit of the goals and objectives of the creation of a united, non-racial, non-sexist and
democratic society, I have at any given moment, when called to lead, adhered to the adopted
tactics to advance these objectives. I had the privilege and honour of leading the organisation in
the following positions amongst others:
Provincial Secretary, South African Student Congress – 1994 to 1996.
Member of the Student Representative Council(SRC), Turfloop – 1995-1996.
Member of Broad Transformation Committee (BTC), Turfloop – 1994-1997.
BEC member, Deputy Secretary: Flora Park Branch – 1999-2002.
BEC member, Deputy Chairperson: ANCWL Pieterburg Branch – 2000-2002.
BEC member, Deputy Secretary: Martha Motsuenyane Branch – 2003-2005.
Member of the Communication PEC Committee – 2008-2013.
Deputy Coordinator: Peter Mokaba Regional Task Team – May 2013 to October 2016.
Branch Chairperson: Martha Motsoenyane Branch – November 2016 to November 2018.
Education and Work Experience
Academic Achievements
Bachelor of Arts – University of the North, 1994.
Higher Education Diploma – University of the North,1995.
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) – University of the North, 1997.
BPhil (Policy Studies) – University of Stellenbosch, 2001.
Management Advanced Program – Wits Business School, 2009.
Management Positions Held
2021 – present: Deputy Minister of  Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs
2019 – 2021: SALGA National President
2014 – 2021: Executive Mayor: Polokwane Municipality, Limpopo Province
2009 – 2013: Corporate Affairs Manager: Anglo American Platinum
2006 – 2009: Chief Director: Corporate Services, Dept. of Agriculture
2002 – 2006: Director: Corporate Communication & Marketing, Office of the Premier
1992 – 2002: Deputy Director: Communications Services, Department of Public Works
1997 – 1999: Assistant Director: Dept. of Safety, Security & Liaison
Source: Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs
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Ronald Lamola

Mr Ronald Lamola was appointed as Minister of International Relations and Cooperation from 3
July 2024. 
He was previously the Minister of Justice and Correctional Services of the Republic from 29 May
2019 to 19 June 2024.
He is an ANC national executive committee (NEC) member.
He Obtainned LLB from University of Venda in 2005. Has a Practical Legal training from University
of South Africa in 2006. He has a post graduate certificate in corporate law fro Unisa 2007-2008.
He holds a post graduate certificate in banking law and the financial markets. He also has a LLM
in corporate law from University of Pretoria 2013-2014.
He holds a post graduate certificate in Telecommunications policy and regulation and
management from Wits Business enterprise.
He obtained two master's degrees from the University of Pretoria.
Lamola's first master's degree was in corporate law, where he explored the regulation of property
syndication schemes. His research looked at the roles of regulators in the regulation of taking
deposits from the public, the conflation of the Companies Act, Banks Act and the Reserve Bank
Act.
Lamola got his second master's in extractive law in Africa from the University of Pretoria in 2018.
 His research focused on corporate social investment by the mining and energy sector. His
research suggests that the Department of Minerals and Energy's enforcement unit is
inadequately resourced to ensure compliance with the social labour plans by companies in the
sectors.
He is the former deputy president of the ANC Youth League. He sits in two of its most powerful
structures: the NEC and the national working committee. He was elected to the NEC at the
December 2017 conference.
He was the Acting spokesperson of the Mpumalanga Premier from January 2011 until October
2011.
The Director in the Office of the MEC of Culture Sports and Recreation in Mpumalanga from July
2009 until January 2011.
He served as a Transversal Unit Manager at the Govern Mbeki Municipality between March and
June 2009.
Ronald Lamola - He was born in Bushbuckridge, Mpumalanga.
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Mmamoloko Kubayi

Ms Mmamoloko "Nkhensani" Kubayi was appointed as Minister of Justice and Constitutional
Development on 3 December 2024. Ms Kubayi was Minister of Human Settlements from 3 July to 3
December 2024. She also held this position from 5 August 2021 to 19 June 2024. 
She is a Member of Parliament of the Republic of South Africa. She is the Co-Chairperson of
Economic Sectors, Employment and Infrastructure Development (ESEID) cluster, a member of the
National Executive Committee of the African National Congress (ANC) and the current
Chairperson of the Economic Transformation sub-committee.
Before her current role, she served as a Minister in five portfolios: Tourism, Science and
Technology, Communications and Energy. She also acted as a Minister of Health at the height of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
She holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from the University of Johannesburg (formerly Vista
University), a Postgraduate Diploma in Project Management from Damelin College, a Masters
Degree in Public and Development Management from the University of the Witwatersrand, and
completed a Programme for Leadership Development at Harvard Business School. She is
currently pursuing her PhD in state-owned enterprises and corporate governance at the
University of Johannesburg.
Kubayi started her career as a Community Developer in the non-governmental sector and
subsequently joined the financial sector at First National Bank as a Skills Development Specialist.
Later, she worked in the Business Banking Division at Nedbank.
She joined the public sector as a Skills Development Facilitator at the National Health Laboratory
Services. She was then recruited to become a director in the Office of the then Deputy President
of the Republic of South Africa, Ms Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka. She later became the Parliamentary
Advisor to then-Deputy President of South Africa, Mr Kgalema Motlanthe.
As a leader, Kubayi served as Chairperson of the Transport Portfolio Committee at the City of
Johannesburg council. In 2009, she became a Member of Parliament, assuming several roles,
including Acting Deputy Chief Whip of African National Congress and Chairperson of the Portfolio
Committee on Telecommunications and Postal Services.
Kubayi served a full term in 2019 as a member of the Global Artificial Intelligence Council
established by the World Economic Forum's Centre for the Fourth Industrial Revolution. As part of
the Council, she and other global leaders provided strategic guidance to the international
community on priorities for Artificial Intelligence, machine learning governance, cooperation, and
shaping global policy development.
In 2020, Kubayi joined other global leaders as a member of the Forum's Global Future Council on
Sustainable Tourism - a multi-stakeholder knowledge network tasked to advance innovative
thinking for a more resilient, inclusive and sustainable future.
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Mzwanele Nyhontso

Mr Mzwanele Nyhontso was appointed as Minister of Land Reform and Rural Development from 3
July 2024.
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Gwede Mantashe

Mr Samson Gwede Mantashe was appointed as Minister of Mineral and Petroleum Resources from
3 July 2024. 
He was previously Minister of Mineral and Energy Resources from May 2019 to 19 June 2024 and
Minister of Mineral Resources from February 2018 to May 2019..
Mr Samson Gwede Mantashe was born on 21 June 1955 at Lower Cala village in the then Transkei
(now Eastern Cape Province). He started his political career as an activist in the Student Christian
Movement.
Mr Mantashe holds a Master’s Degree from the University of the Witwatersrand, a Bachelor of
Commerce (Bcom) Degree from the University of South Africa, where he also completed a Bcom
Honours. He is currently studying towards a Master’s Degree in Business Administration through
MANCOSA.
In 1975, he was employed as a Recreation Officer at the Western Deep Levels Mine and, in the
same year, moved to Prieska Copper Mines where he served as the Welfare Officer until 1982.
Working at the Matla Colliery in 1982, Mr Mantashe co-founded and became the Witbank branch
Chairperson of the National Union of Mine Workers (NUM). In 1985, he was elected NUM Regional
Secretary. A skilled mineworker and leader, Mr Mantashe was the NUM’s National Organiser from
1988 to 1993; and became the Regional Coordinator between 1993 and 1994.
From 1994 to 1998, Mr Mantashe was the Assistant General Secretary of the NUM. He was elected
General Secretary at the union’s congress in 1998.
For his first stint in government, Mr Mantashe was elected Councillor in the Ekurhuleni
Municipality from 1995 to 1999. He became the first trade unionist to be appointed to the Board
of Directors of a Johannesburg Stock Exchange-listed company – Samancor.
In May 2006, he relinquished his position as the General Secretary of the NUM at the union’s 12th
National Congress. In the same year, Mr Mantashe was appointed the Executive Director at the
Development Bank of Southern Africa for two years. He also served as the Chairperson of the
Technical Working Group of the Joint Initiative for Priority Skills Acquisition.
In 2007, Mr Mantashe was elected Chairperson of the South African Communist Party and also
served as a member of the party’s Central Committee. In December 2007, he was elected
Secretary-General of the African National Congress (ANC) at the party’s 52nd National
Conference. He was re-elected to the same position in 2012. At the ANC’s 54th National
Conference, in 2017, Mr Mantashe was elected as the National Chairperson.
Source: Ministry of Mineral and Energy Resources
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Maropene Ramokgopa

Ms Maropene Ramokgopa was appointed as Minister of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation from
3 July 2024. 
She was appointed as Minister in the Presidency responsible for Planning, Monitoring and
Evaluation from 6 March 2023 to 19 June 2024.
She was born on 31 December 1979 in Polokwane, in the Limpopo province and grew up in
Lebowakgomo Township, just outside Polokwane. She holds a number of qualifications:

Certificate in Commercial Administration, Technikon Pretoria (Now TUT)
NQF level 6  Management Development (Municipal Finance) Wits Business School
Post Graduate Diploma Business Management, Regenesys Business School
UNISA Master of Commerce (Current studies)

She is a South African policy maker and diplomat with nine years of experience in economic
diplomacy, multilateral diplomacy and diplomatic advisory roles. She served as the Manager of
Stakeholders in the Office of the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation in 2014 to
2016, she was the Consul General in Mumbai between 2016 to 2019 and served as the Treasurer
Consular Corps in Mumbai for two consecutive terms.
She became the Chief Advisor to the African Union Chairperson (RSA President) in 2020-2021 and
the Special Advisor on International Relations to His Excellency, President Cyril Ramaphosa. She
has extensive experience in public governance and policy development in local government
having served as a Ward Councilor in the Kgatelopele Municipality 2005 to 2006, the Executive
Mayor of the Siyanda District Municipality in 2006 to 2009, and the Office Manager in the
Northern Cape Premiers’ Office Status of Women between 2009 to 2013.
She served on a number of boards including, Kalahari Kuirvees in Upington in the Northern Cape,
the Northern Cape Tourism Board, and the National Youth Development Agency (NYDA) for three
years where she contributed immensely to the development of youth, focusing on young women.
She also served as the Regional Convenor of the Progressive Women Movement South Africa.
She has over 20 years of experience serving in various structures within the African National
Congress (ANC) and its Leagues namely serving in various positions in the ANC Youth League
(ANCYL) including but not limited to Deputy Regional Secretary, Provincial Executive Committee
(PEC) and Provincial Working Committee (PWC) member in Limpopo, and National Executive
Committee (NEC) and National Working Committee (NWC) member, and a National Task Team
member to rebuild ANCYL structures in 2013.
In addition, she served in various positions in the ANC Women’s League (ANCWL) including the
National Office Manager of the ANCWL in Luthuli House, the founding member and first National
Convenor of ANCWL Young Women Desk (YWD), a member of the Provincial Executive Committee
of the ANCWL and she is the current National Coordinator ANCWL National Task Team (NTT). She
was elected as a member of the Provincial Executive Committee (PEC) in Limpopo in 2022.
The notable milestone of her political career is her election as the first Second Deputy Secretary
General of the ANC at the party’s 55th Elective Conference in December 2022.
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Firoz Cachalia

Professor Firoz Cachalia was sworn in as the Minister of Police on 1 August 2025.
He was a Law Professor at Wits University until July 2025 and and in September 2022 was
appointed as Chairperson of the National Anti‑Corruption Advisory Council by President
Ramaphosa.
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Khumbudzo Ntshavheni

Ms Khumbudzo Ntshavheni was appointed as Minister of Presidency from 3 July 2024. She also
held this position from 6 March 2023 to 19 June 2024.
She was previously Minister of Communications and Digital Technologies from 2021 to 2023 and
before then Minister of Small Business Development from 2019 to 2021.
She holds an MBA degree from the University of Bradford in the United Kingdom. She is also a
graduate of Rand Afrikaans University (RAU), where she read for her undergraduate degree in
Political Science and concurrently completed two postgraduate degrees in Development Studies
and Labour Relations. She matriculated from Mbilwi Secondary school in Sibasa, Limpopo. Mbilwi
remains one of the best performing public schools.
She started her career as a junior lecturer at the University Of South Africa (UNISA) and then
proceeded to be South Africa's youngest and first female Spokesperson of a Premier (Premier
Ramatlhodi of Northern Province/ Limpopo). She later worked as a Chief Information Officer for
the department of Local Government and Housing (Limpopo) and a Manager for Tourism
Investment for the Trade and Investment Limpopo (TIL). Ms Ntshavheni was once the youngest
Municipal Manager in South Africa when she worked in that position for the Ba- Phalaborwa
Municipal Council and she also worked as Chief Operations Officer at the State IT Agency (SITA).
Her political career cuts across both the student and youth movements. She was the youngest
activist and part of the leadership of the South African Youth Congress (SAYCO) in the then
Northern Transvaal. She was part of the young student activists who mobilised and led the
Congress of South African Students (COSAS) after it had unbanned itself in 1989.
On the day of the release of President Nelson Mandela, she addressed the Far Northern Transvaal
sub-region's (present day Vhembe Region) impromptu celebration rally on behalf of the Pioneers
Movement she was leading. At the age of 14, she convinced President Nelson Mandela to adopt
16 years as the voting age of South Africa during the CODESA negotiations (this was when
President Cyril Ramaphosa was the Secretary-General of the ANC). She has led both the youth
and student movement at various capacity, including national executive committees. She has
also led the ANC in her home Province of Limpopo including at the Provincial Executive
Committee level, which she was also a Spokesperson for.
Before joining the 6th Parliament of the Republic of South Africa, Ms Ntshavheni was a serial
entrepreneur with interests in transport, FMCG and agriculture.
His Excellency, President Cyril Ramaphosa appointed her the Minister of Communications and
Digital Technologies on 05 August 2021. She was previously appointed Minister for Small
Business Development on 29 May 2019 and acting Minister in the Presidency on 27 January 2021
until 05 August 2021.
Ms Khumbudzo Phophi Silence Ntshavheni
MBA degree from the University of Bradford in the United Kingdom. Postgraduate degrees from
Rand Afrikaans University (RAU) in Development Studies and Labour Relations. Undergraduate
degree from Rand Afrikaans University (RAU) in Political Science Certificate in Public Relations
Management from Public Relations Institute of South Africa (PRISA)
Ms Khumbudzo Ntshavheni served as the Municipal Manager of Ba-Phalaborwa Municipality in
Limpopo, a position that she held from April 2008 until November 2010 . Her previous
professional responsibilities include Tourism Manager: Trade and Investment Limpopo and Chief
Information Officer for the Department of Local Government and Housing (Limpopo),
Spokesperson to the Premier of Limpopo, Lecturer at the University of South Africa.
She holds a MBA degree from Bradford University in the United Kingdom (2008). Her other
qualifications include BA Hons Development Studies (1999) and BA Hon Labour Relations (1999)
both from the University of Johannesburg former RAU.
She has vast work experience in Strategic Management, Information Technology, Change
Management, and Communication & Marketing. She is the founding Director and Chairwoman of
Nkho Trading a transport business with interests in property development.
She is a member of the ANC YL NEC and is active in several youth and community structures.
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Inkosi Mzamo Buthelezi

Inkosi Mzamo Buthelezi was appointed as Minister of Public Service and Administration from 3
July 2024. 
He serves as the Deputy President of the Inkatha Freedom Party and holds the esteemed position
of Inkosi (Chief) of the Buthelezi Clan at Embongongweni. He is also a Prince, as he is a direct
descendant of King Mpande.
Born on 16 February 1977 in Louwsburg (Ngotshe), Inkosi Buthelezi attended Bilanyoni Primary
School and Kwasa High School in Paulpietersburg, and obtained a National Diploma in Marketing
and Business Management in Vryheid.
Prior to entering politics, he worked in various roles, including as a veterinary assistant and in the
banking and finance sector. He also played an instrumental role in developing the current
strategy for the People and Parks Programme of the Department of Environmental Affairs and
served as the Chairperson of the KwaZulu-Natal People and Parks Forum.
In government, Inkosi Buthelezi has served as the Mayor of the Zululand District Municipality and
as a member of the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Legislature, where he served on the Economic
Development and Finance committees.
Since 2012, he has been elected to serve in Parliament as a Member of the National Assembly. He
currently serves on the portfolio committees on Finance and Public Enterprises.
Inkosi Buthelezi is passionate about conservation, people development and all matters relating to
finance and state-owned enterprises. He champions small business and entrepreneurship,
encourages local economic development and supports a healthy balance of public-private
partnerships.
Outside of his role in politics, he is the former Board Chairperson of the Ithala Game Reserve and
currently serves as the Chairperson of the Co-Management Committee.
A devout Christian, he frequently addresses church gatherings, sharing his message of faith and
unity. Inkosi Buthelezi is a devoted husband and father, and a dedicated public servant
committed to serving his country.
Source: Department of Public Service and Administration 
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Dean William Macpherson

Mr Dean William Macpherson was appointed as Minister of Public Works and Infrastructure from 3
July 2024.
He is an experienced businessman and politician who is passionate about economic policy and
job creation. Mr Macpherson has been serving as a public representative since 2009, initially as a
local government councillor and since 2014 as a Member of Parliament for the Democratic
Alliance (DA).
During the Fifth Parliament (2014-2019), he served as the DA’s Shadow Minister of Trade and
Industry and a Whip in the National Assembly. He sits on the Advisory Board of the South Africa-
United Kingdom Chamber of Commerce in London. In 2021, he was elected Chairperson of the DA
in KwaZulu-Natal.
Mr Macpherson has extensive experience in policy creation, particularly in the economic and
industrial sectors. He has piloted two Private Members’ Bills and played key roles in several
legislative processes. His noteworthy achievements include negotiating the signing of the DA-
Inkatha Freedom Party Service Delivery Pact in July 2023 to improve service delivery in hung
municipalities in KwaZulu-Natal. He also provided leadership in the formation of a Government of
Provincial Unity in KwaZulu-Natal in 2024.
He holds a National Senior Certificate from Crawford College La Lucia, a Certificate in Public
Administration from the Swedish Institute for Public Administration and a Certificate in Public
Policy from the London School of Economics.
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Blade Nzimande

Dr Bonginkosi Emmanuel "Blade" Nzimande was appointed as Minister of Science, Technology
and Innovation from 3 July 2024.
He was previously Minister of Higher Education, Science and Technology from 30 May 2019 to 19
June 2024. He was also Minister of Transport from 27 February 2018 to 25 May 2019. From 26
May 2014 until 17 October 2017 he was the Minister of Higher Education and Training in the
Republic of South Africa .
He is a general secretary of the South African Communist Party; chairperson of the Parliamentary
Select Committee on Education; deputy chair of the Central Committee of the South African
Communist Party; and chairperson of the Financial Sector Campaign Coalition.
Dr Nzimande holds a Doctorate in Philosophy specialising in Sociology from the University of
Natal.

Dr Nzimande has has lectured at the University of Zululand in 1985, and was a lecturer in
Industrial Psychology at the University of Natal in 1987.
He was a Council member at the University of South Africa; a member of the National
Deployment Committee of the ANC; chairperson of the board of trustees at the Centre for
Educational Policy Development; a council member at the University of Transkei; a council
member at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, and chairperson of the African National Congress
Parliamentary Study Group on Education.
Dr Nzimande has published: Unsocial Science Indicator SA Vol. 11, No. 2; Schooling in the context
of violence in SA: the challenges of change, edited by V Maphai, published by Harare SAPES
Books; Schooling in the context of violence, Durban: Education Policy Unit; Civil Society and the
role of the National Education Coordination Committee (NECC), Durban: Education Policy Unit;
Civics are the National Democratic Revolution, Mayibuye No. 5; Political violence and the struggle
for control in Pietermaritzburg, Journal of Southern African Studies Vol. 15. No. 3; and Civics and
Civil Society: a reply to M Mayekiso, work in progress co-author with M. Sikhosana.
Dr Nzimande has also written a book titled Children of wars: the impact of violence on schooling
in Natal Durban: Education Policy Unit.

Source: Ministry of High Education and Training
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Stella Ndabeni-Abrahams

Ms Stella Tembisa Ndabeni-Abrahams was appointed of Minister of Small Business Development
from 3 July. She previously held this position from 5 August 2021 to 19 June 2024. She was the
Minister of Communications from 22 November 2018 to 5 August 2021.
Born in Sakhela Village, Mthatha in the Eastern Cape, Ms Ndabeni-Abrahams was previously the
Deputy Minister of Communications from 26 May 2014 to 30 March 2017, and subsequently the
Deputy Minister of Telecommunications and Postal Services until 21 November 2018.
Prior to the 2014 general elections, she was Deputy Minister in the then DoC (now DTPS) from 25
October 2011 to 25 May 2014.
Academic Qualifications
She holds a Commonwealth Telecommunications Organisation Diploma in Telecommunications
and Managements Systems; a Certificate in Telecommunications, Policy and Regulation
Management from Wits University; an Advanced Certificate in Project Management from Rhodes
University and a Project Management Diploma from Cranefields College.
Ms Ndabeni-Abrahams has been a member of the following parliamentary committees:
Portfolio Committee on Communications and Committee Whip in 2011;
Portfolio Committee on Defence and Committee Whip from 2009 to 2011;
Defence and Intelligence; and
African National Congress (ANC) Parliamentary Caucus Sub-Committee on Political Education.

Career/Positions/Memberships/Other Activities
She is currently a member of the ANC Eastern Cape Provincial Executive and Provincial Working
committees.  
Prior to being a Member of Parliament, Ms Ndabeni-Abrahams was a Project Manager for the
Eastern Cape Socio-Economic Consultative Council from 2003 to 2009.
She is a recipient of the Premier's Award for her involvement in voluntary activities aimed at
improving peoples’ lives.
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Dinah Pule

Ms Dina Pule Chikunga was appointed as Minister of Social Development from 1
July 2026. 
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Gayton McKenzie

Mr Gayton McKenzie was appointed as Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture from 3 July 2024.
He was born in Bloemfontein in the Free State in 1974. He was a gifted athlete in his early years,
particularly in running.
Mr McKenzie has established himself as one of South Africa’s most successful motivational
speakers, initially delivering thousands of school presentations before becoming a massively
popular corporate speaker. His first book, The Choice: The Gayton McKenzie Story, a biography,
was a national bestseller, and all his subsequent books have been bestsellers.
He is a successful entrepreneur with interests in, among others, publishing, entertainment,
restaurants and lounges, mining and consulting.
In 2013, he entered politics and co-founded the Patriotic Alliance, which became a major coalition
kingmaker in numerous metros and some municipalities. It is now represented in the National
Assembly and four provincial legislatures.
As the Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture, Mr McKenzie has promised to use his own diverse racial
and cultural heritage as the foundation upon which to use this vital portfolio to bring together
South Africans from all walks of life, to celebrate all the many inspiring things we share, instead
of what drives us apart.
Mr McKenzie has also pledged his government salary and other contributions to a foundation that
will assist in finding lost children. He is an ardent sports fan and believes in the power sport holds
to change numberless lives. It plays a foundational role in directing children away from the lures
of crime and simply helps to build character.
He also believes that South African artists and performers deserve assistance at all phases of
their careers. He enjoys music, live theatre, film and books. In recent years, he has also
developed a deep appreciation for the fine arts. He also believe that South African artists and
performances deserve assistance at all phases of their careers. 
As a successful author and publisher himself, Mr McKenzie understands the creative process and
the sacrifices required to accomplish anything of significance. According to him, it is essential for
youngsters to have inspiring, uplifting and extremely successful role models to look up to in both
sports and the arts. 
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Patricia de Lille

Ms Patricia de Lille was appointed as Minister of Tourism from 3 July 2024.
She previously was the Minister of Public Works and Infrastructure from 30 May 2019 to 19 June
2024.
She is currently the leader of the political party Good. She is a Member of Parliament of the
Republic of South Africa.
Career/Positions/Memberships/Other Activities
Western Cape Provincial Minister of Social Development from 2010 to 2011.  De Lille was selected
as the DA's mayoral candidate in Cape Town, ahead of the 2011 local government elections,
where she was elected mayor. She was re-elected to a second term as mayor in the 2016 local
government elections, served until 2018.
She resigned as mayor and terminated her DA party membership on 31 October 2018. From 2015
to 2017, she was Provincial Leader of the Democratic Alliance in the Western Cape.
In 1989, De Lille was elected onto the National Executive Committee of the Pan Africanist
Movement (PAM). She led a delegation in the constitutional negotiations that preceded South
Africa's first democratic election in 1994, and following her election as a Pan Africanist Congress
(PAC) MP, she was appointed as Chairperson of the Parliamentary Committee on Transport from
1994 to 1999.
She also served on various portfolio Committees including Health, Minerals and Energy, Trade
and Industry, Communications, the Rules Committee and the Code of Ethics.
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Parks Tau

Mr. Mpho Parks Tau was appointed as Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition from 3 July
2024.
He has been Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs from March 2023
to June 2024. He was Gauteng MEC for Economic Development from December 2020 to October
2022. Prior to that, he was Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs
between May 2019 and December 2020.
Tau has completed studies in Public Management from Regenesys Business School and holds a
Master’s degree in Public Policy & Management from the University of London.
Parks Tau is a seasoned local government practitioner and a former councilor in the Johannesburg
Metro.
In 2019 Parks was appointed to the position of Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance &
Traditional Affairs by the state President Ramaphosa. He served in this position until he was
appointed to the Gauteng cabinet, to serve as MEC for Economic Development, Environment,
Agriculture and Rural Development in December 2020.
Deputy Minister Tau continues to demonstrate his commitment to turning our country into an
equitable, non-racial, non-sexist, prosperous, and just society for all – particularly its youth and
women – through the ongoing implementation of all developmental programs.

Profile 14 July 2026

Source: Profile
www.gcis.gov.za/gcis/pdf/profile.pdf Page 34  



Barbara Creecy

Ms Barbara Creecy was appointed as Minister of Transport from 3 July 2024, in the new
Government of National Unity. 

Ms Creecy served as the Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment of the Republic of
South Africa between 2019 and 2024.  In November 2019, Ms Creecy was also elected as the
President of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment (AMCEN). 
Ms Creecy is one of the leaders of the African National Congress (ANC) and currently serves as a
member of the National Executive Committee and National Working Committee. 
Career
Ms Creecy was one of the longest serving Members of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature. She
joined the legislature in 1994, and until 2004, served in different portfolios including Deputy Chief
Whip as well as Chairperson of the Social Development and Education Committees. 

2004 – 2009 Member of the Executive Council for Sports, Recreation, Arts and Culture. 
2009 – 2014 Member of the Executive Council for Education.
2014 – 2019 Member of the Executive Council for Finance. 

Education
Minister Creecy holds an Honours Degree in Political Science from the University of the
Witwatersrand and a Masters Degree in Public Policy and Management from the University of
London.
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Pemmy Castelina Pamela Majodina

Ms Pemmy Majodina was appointed as Minister of Water and Sanitation from 3 July 2024.
She was a member of the National Council of Provinces from 1992 until 2004. Before she became
a Member of Parliament in 2019, she served as a member of the Eastern Cape Provincial
Legislature from 2004 to 2019.
She was appointed as Eastern Cape Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for Health from 2004
to 2008; MEC for Roads and Public Works from 2009 to 2010; MEC for Social Development and
Special Programmes from 2010 to 2014; MEC for Sport, Recreation, Arts and Culture from 2014
to 2018, and MEC for Public Works from 2018 to 2019.
Ms Majodina served in various political roles, including in regional, provincial and national
executives of the South African Students’ Congress, African National Congress (ANC) Youth
League, ANC Women’s League and South African Communist Party.
She is a former member of Umkhonto we Sizwe, the ANC’s defunct military wing, and is an
educator by profession. In 2010, she received an Honorary Doctorate in Community Development
from the Arlington University of Australia.
Source: Parliament of Republic of South Africa
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Jack Bloom

Dr Jack  Bloom was appointed as Deputy Minister of Water and Sanitation from 1 July 2026.
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Sindisiwe Chikunga

Ms Sindisiwe Lydia Chikunga was appointed as Minister of Women, Youth and Persons with
Disabilities from 3 July 2024. She was previously Minister of Transport from 6 March 2023 to 19
June 2024. She was also Deputy Minister of Transport from 5 August 2021 to 6 March 2023,
Deputy Minister of Public Service and Administration from 30 May 2019 to 5 August 2021 and
Deputy Minister of Transport from 26 May 2014. She has been a member of Parliament of the
Republic of South Africa since 2004.

Ms Chikunga holds a Masters of Arts degree in Curationis From University of Pretoria; Bachelor of
Arts degree in Curationis from University of South Africa; and Bachelor of Arts Curationis Honours
from University of South Africa and a Diploma in Nursing Science from the Edenvale Nursing
College; a Midwifery Diploma from the Edenvale Nursing College. She is currently studying
Political Science with University of South Africa.

As a member of Parliament Ms Chikunga has served on the Correctional Services Portfolio
Committee; Joint Budget Portfolio Committee; HousingPortfolio Committee; Auditor General and
Joint Standing Committee on Defence and as a Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Police
from 2009 to 2012.
She was an Ex Officio Member of African National Congress ANC) Regional Executive Committee
and she had served on the African National Congress Women's League (ANCWL) Regional
Executive Committee as Ex Officio Member and ANC Deputy Regional Secretary and Regional
Secretary for Gert Sibande Region.
Ms Chikunga has also served as a Chairperson of ANCWL branch in Queen Lebotsibeni; Regional
Task Team Member Realignment of branches and ANCWL Regional Secretary for Badplaas Region
and she became a member of DCO Makiwane Youth League in 1982; ANC Provincial Executive
Committee in Mpumalanga and had served as a whip from 2007 to 2009. She has been the
Deputy Minister of Transport of the Republic of South Africa from 12 June 2012 to date.
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Deputy Ministers

Phumzile Sinclatia Mgcina

Ms Phumzile Mgcina was appointed as Deputy Minister of Mineral and Petroleum Resources on 3
December 2024. She was Deputy Minister of Employment and Labour from 3 July 2024 to 3
December 2024. 
She brings extensive experience in the public sector, particularly in infrastructure transformation,
political management, strategy development, policy formulation, and monitoring and evaluation.
Ms Mgcina previously served as the youngest Council Speaker of the Amajuba District
Municipality in KwaZulu-Natal, where she played a crucial role in coordinating local municipalities
and ensuring the delivery of basic services through the District Development Model.
Her educational background includes a National Senior Certificate obtained in 2008, a Certificate
in Public Administration earned in 2021, and an N6 in Public Management achieved in 2018. By
mid-2024, she was pursuing a National Diploma in Economics.
Ms Mgcina's political leadership roles include her current positions as Deputy President of the
African National Congress (ANC) Youth League and Acting ANC Regional Chairperson. She also
served as the ANC Regional Deputy Chairperson in 2021 and as the ANC Regional Deputy
Secretary from 2018 to 2021.
Her work experience spans various roles, including as Accounts Clerk at the Emadlangeni Local
Municipality from 2013 to 2018, Speaker of Council at the Amajuba District Municipality from
2019 to 2021, and Council Executive Committee Member at the Amajuba District Municipality
from 2021 to 2024.

Profile 14 July 2026

Source: Profile
www.gcis.gov.za/gcis/pdf/profile.pdf Page 39  



Rosemary Nokuzola Capa

Ms Rosemary Nokuzola Capa was appointed as Deputy Minister of Agriculture from 3 July 2024.
She was the Deputy Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development and Land Reform from 5 August
2021 to 19 June 2024 and Deputy Minister of Small Business Development from 29 May 2019 to 5
August 2021.
She is a member at African National Congress (ANC) (Party).
Career
Chairperson: Portfolio Committee on Social Development
Chairperson at Portfolio Committee on Social Development (National Assembly Committees) from
20th June 2014 until 7th May 2019
Member at National Assembly (Parliament) from 21st May 2014 until 7th May 2019
Member-elect at National Assembly (Parliament) from 16th May 2014 until 21st May 2014
52nd Candidate at African National Congress National Election List 2014 (Election List) from 22nd
April 2014 until 7th May 2014
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Reginah Mhaule

Dr Makgabo Reginah Mhaule was appointed as the Deputy Minister of Basic Education from 3 July
2024.
She was also Deputy Minister of Basic Education from 29 May 2019 to 19 June 2024. She was
previously Speaker of Council at the Mbombela Local Municipality in Mpumalanga, a position she
occupied until 2003 when she became the Executive Mayor of the same municipality.
In 2006, she was appointed Senior Manager of Transport Administration and Licensing at the
Department of Roads and Transport of the Mpumalanga Provincial Government.
From 2009 she served as the Member of the Executive Council for the Mpumalanga Department
of Education until February 2018 when she was appointed as the Deputy Minister of International
Relations and Cooperation.
Dr Mhaule initially worked as a teacher for 20 years. She holds a Doctorate in Public
Administration from the University of Fort Hare. Her doctoral thesis: “The Implication of Teacher
Development in the Improvement of Learner Achievement in the KwaMhlanga sub-district of the
Mpumalanga Province”, was informed by a need to improve results in Mpumalanga.
She also holds Master's degree in Public Administration from the University of Pretoria, a Bachelor
of Education (Honours) degree from the then University of Potchefstroom for Christian Higher
Education (now North-West University), a Further Diploma in Education and a Bachelor of Arts
degree from the University of South Africa, and a Secondary Teacher’s Diploma from Mgwenya
College of Education.
Currently studying towards a PhD to be completed in 2018 at the University of Fort Hare.
Master’s in Public Administration in 2012 at the University of Pretoria.
Project and Programme Management in 2008 at the University of Johannesburg.
Bachelor of Education (Honours) in 2002 at the then University of Potchefstroom (now North-West
University).
Further Diploma in Education in 1997 and BA degree in 1996 at UNISA.
Secondary Teacher’s Diploma in 1990 at Mgwenya College of Education.
MEC for Education (2009 – 2018).
Senior Manager of Transport Administration and Licensing at Mpumalanga Department of Roads
and Transport (2006 – 2009).
Councillor at Mbombela Local Municipality (2003 – 2006).
Executive Mayor at Mbombela Local Municipality (2003 – 2006).
Speaker of Council at Mbombela Local Municipality (2000 – 2003).
Deputy and Acting Principal at Sibukosetfu Secondary School in Mpumalanga (1998 – 2001).
Educator at Nkambeni Primary School (1985 – 1988).
Educator at Magashule Primary School in Limpopo (1980 – 1982).
Membership positions
Member of the African National Congress (ANC) National Executive Committee (NEC) (2018 –
Present).
ANC NEC Subcommittee on Education and Health.
NEC deployee in Northern Cape.
ANC Women’s League (2010 – Present).
Chairperson of Political Subcommittee (2016).
Chairperson for Social Cluster:
Education
Health
Human Settlements
Arts, Culture, Sports and Recreation.
Member of the Budget and Finance Committee (2009 – 2014).
Member of the Provincial Legislature (2009 – 2018).
Member of the African Peer Review Mechanism.
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Mondli Gungubele

Mr Mondli Gungubele was appointed as Deputy Minister of Communications and
Digital Technologies from 3 July 2024. He was previously Minister of
Communications and Digital Technologies from 6 March 2023 to 19 June 2024
and Minister in the Presidency of the Republic of South Africa with effect from
05 August 2021 to 6 March 2023.

Previously, Mr Gungubele was the Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee of
Social Development and a Convener of the Social Transformation Cluster
Committee since the commencement of the 6th Term of Parliament in June
2019. Prior to that, Mr Gungubele was the Deputy Minister of Finance from
February 2018 till May 2019.

Career/Positions/Memberships/Other Activities:

Mr Gungubele has extensive experience in the public sector and is a product of
the trade union movement. He became actively involved in worker struggles in
1973. In 1982, he became a member of the National Union of Mine Workers
(NUM). It was during this time that he sharpened his political and negotiation
skills.

In 1989, he was elected to the position of chairperson of COSATU Local. In
1992, he took up the position of Chairperson of the ANC Vosloorus branch, and
later became the founding Chairperson of the ANC East Rand Region. In the
same year, he was elected to the Provincial Executive Committee (PEC) of the
ANC in Gauteng.

Mr Gungubele became a member of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature after
the 1994 democratic breakthrough until 1997. In 1997, he took up the
challenging and exciting task of MEC of Health in the Gauteng Provincial
Government, a position he held until 1999. Mr Gungubele played a pivotal role
in the transformation of the health sector in Gauteng.

In 1999, he was deployed to lead Gauteng’s Sports, Recreation, Arts and
Culture agenda. Mr Gungubele worked tirelessly to unite all sporting codes and
contributed immensely to the development of grassroots sports in Gauteng. He
held the position of Sports MEC until 2004 – the same year – FIFA awarded the
2010 World Cup Soccer showpiece to South Africa.

After the 2004 national and provincial elections, Mr Gungubele became the
Chairperson of the Economic Affairs Portfolio Committee in the Gauteng
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Legislature. He served in this portfolio until 2007, where he was responsible for
political oversight and ensuring the Department of Economic Affairs fulfils its
mandate.

In 2009, Mr Gungubele was deployed to Parliament as an ANC MP. He served as
the Whip of the Justice and Constitutional Development Portfolio Committee.
He was then redeployed to the City of Ekurhuleni wherein he served a full 5
year term as the City’s Executive Mayor. It is in Ekurhuleni where Mr
Gungubele impelled the City’s Governance and administrative record to clean
audits and other cumulous awards on good governance.

In 2016, he was deployed back to Parliament and served on the Portfolio
Committees on Communications and Public Enterprises respectively. Mr
Gungubele was part of the collective which led SABC Inquiry and the Eskom
Inquiry – both processes which paved the way for the turnaround of these two
State Owned Enterprises.

The Honourable Mr Gungubele holds a B Com (Law) Degree and holds a
National Diploma in Nursing with other various certificate courses. He also
serves on the National Executive Committee of the African National Congress
as elected in December 2017.
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Namane Dickson Masemola

Dr Dickson Masemola was appointed as Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs from 3 July 2024.

He was born and bred in Ga-Marishane in the Sekhukhune region of Limpopo during the dark
days of apartheid, and cut his political teeth at a young age owing to various influences. 

As an active young person, he participated in the village youth structures as part of extramural
activities and also mobilisation of the Marishane Mountain Lions Football Club and Marishane
Youth Organisation under the militant Sekhukhuneland Youth Organisation, which was part of
South African Youth Congress.

He became part of the student movement and the broader youth movement where he led in
various capacities in the South African National Students Congress, South African Student
Organisation and Student Representative Council at the Dr CN Phatudi College.

Dr Masemola began his involvement in the African National Congress (ANC) while still young and
participated in the processes of rebuilding structures of the ANC in the country after its
unbanning. He was a volunteer and party agent of the ANC in the first democratic elections in
1994 and grew through the ranks of the ANC from the then Marishane Branch until the most
senior provincial level where he became the ANC Provincial Deputy Chairperson. He has led the
ANC in Sekhukhune Region in many capacities, including as the Regional Chairperson.

He has contributed immensely in the local government sphere and served in various roles,
including participating in processes that led to the formation of the South African Local
Government Association. He also served as Executive Mayor of Sekhukhune District Municipality
for three terms.

He served as the Board Chairperson of MINTEK, South Africa’s national mineral research
organisation and one of the world’s leading technology organisations specialising in mineral
processing, extractive metallurgy and related areas. Dr Masemola served as the Limpopo Member
of the Executive Council for Roads and Transport (acting capacity); for Education, Public Works,
Transport and Community Safety, and Public Works; Roads and Infrastructure, and also served on
the ANC Limpopo Provincial Executive Committee, Provincial Working Committee and Head of the
Economic Transformation Committee.
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Zolile Burns‐Ncamashe

Mr Zolile Burns‐Ncamashe was appointed as Deputy Minister of Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs on from 3 July 2024. He was previously Deputy Minister of Traditional Affairs
from 7 March 2023 to 19 June 2024.
Prince Zolile Burns-Ncamashe was born on the 13th of September 1965 in Alice. He is the son of
Chief Burns-Ncamashe , a South African politician and a member of National Assembly for the
African National Congress.
His education started at Gwali Primary School and then proceeded to Tyume in Lovedale College.
He joined the University of Fort Hare where he graduated for a Bachelor of Arts Degree, Honours
Degree and Master’s Degree in Social Science.
He joined Cogta under Minister Zweli Mkhize as an advisor on matters of traditional affairs for a
short period. The then Minister of Human Settlements Water and Sanitation appointed him to
lead as the Chairperson of the National Rapid Response Task Team for the Department of Water
and Sanitation.
He has been an active member in the traditional sector dated back in 1995 where he participated
in Constitutional Assembly also became the first Deputy Chairperson of the Eastern Cape House
of Traditional and Khoisan Leaders.
He served in the House of Traditional Leaders in the Eastern Cape from 1996-2017, and from
2002-2017 as the Deputy Chairperson. He was a right-hand person of the late Ngangomhlaba
Matanzima. He was an advisor and spokesperson of the late sister of King Goodwill Zwelithini,
Queen Noloyiso Sandile of the AmaRharhabe.
He joined in the National Assembly on the 19th of February in 2021 and served in the Portfolio
Committee of Trade and Industry. He was deployed as an MP based in the Mnquma Constituency
Office. 
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Leonah Lindiwe Ntshalintshali

Ms Lindiwe Ntshalintshali was appointed as Deputy Minister of Correctional Services from 3 July
2024.
In 2005, she was elected to the Provincial Executive Committee of the African National Congress
(ANC) Youth League in Mpumalanga. She entered government in 2006 as a local councillor in
Emalahleni.  She was re-elected to a second term as councillor in the 2011 municipal elections. 
During her two terms as councillor, she was appointed a Member of the Mayoral Committee for
Development and Planning and later for Technical Services. She served as Mayor of Emalahleni
Local Municipality from 2015 to 2018.
She was a member of South African Local Government Association’s (SALGA) provincial executive
between 2013 and 2015. In 2016, while still Mayor, Ms Ntshalintshali was elected as one of three
deputy presidents of SALGA. She also served as president of the African section of the United
Cities and Local Government.
Following the 2019 General Elections, she was elected a Member of the Mpumalanga Provincial
Legislature. She served as a Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for Social Development in
the Mpumalanga Provincial Government from February 2021. She was previously MEC for Arts,
Sports, Culture and Recreation from 2019 to 2021. 
A nurse by training, Ms Ntshalintshali was elected to a second term as ANC Deputy Provincial
Secretary in April 2022 and resigned from this post when she was elected as a member of the
ANC’s National Executive Committee in December 2022.
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Bantubonke "Bantu" Harrington Holomisa

Major General (Retired) Bantubonke Holomisa was appointed as Deputy Minister of Defence and
Military Veterans from 3 July 2024.
He co-founded the United Democratic Movement (UDM) on 27 September 1997 and serves as its
elected President. He is a Member of Parliament (MP) representing the UDM.

He was the Commander of the Transkei Defence Force and Head of the Transkei Government
(former independent homeland from 1987 to 1994) up to the first National Elections in South
Africa in 1994. He was one of the first two black persons accepted by the South African Army
College to do a one-year senior staff course for officers in 1984.

Between 1988 and 1989, the then Transkei Government led by Mr Holomisa, unbanned
approximately 33 organisations that were banned by his predecessors. His government worked
closely with the liberation movements and as a result Transkei had a smooth transition prior to
the 1994 National Elections. Mr Holomisa also led the Transkei delegation to the Convention for a
Democratic South Africa negotiations.

The African National Congress (ANC) Election Committee asked him to campaign nationwide
alongside Mr Thabo Mbeki, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, as well as the late Mr Nelson Mandela, Mr Joe
Slovo, Mrs Winnie Madikizela-Mandela and Mr Steve Tshwete during the 1994 general elections.
In the same year he received the most votes at the ANC National Congress. Mr Holomisa also
served as the Deputy Minister of Environment and Tourism of South Africa in the Government of
National Unity. 

In 1996, Mr Holomisa was expelled from the ANC after testifying at the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission about issues and activities concerning the Transkei. He refused to retract his
testimony arguing that his testimony was historical knowledge.
He spearheaded the cessation of the culling of elephants in the Kruger National Park and with the
assistance of the International Fund for Animal Welfare, a herd of around 35 animals was
transferred to the Addo Elephant National Park. 

Mr Holomisa has played a leading role in the establishment of Champions of the Environment
Foundation, an autonomous and apolitical group formed to meet the urgent need for a
coordinated campaign to heighten national awareness of environmental conservation issues and
best practices benefiting South Africa.

Through his annual Bantu Holomisa Charity Golf Day, he has donated to several churches. 

Mr Holomisa has addressed many international forums and has also mediated in numerous
conflicts. He served as the Deputy Chairperson of the National Defence Force Service Commission
for nine years. He serves on the Defence, as well as on the Environment, Forestry and Fisheries
Portfolio Committees of the National Assembly.

In 2017 author and political journalist Eric Naki penned: “Bantu Holomisa: The Game Changer: an
Authorised Biography” which gives a detailed and frank account of Mr Holomisa’s life.

Mr Holomisa is an able athlete who has played rugby, soccer and tennis and was vice-captain of
the Parliamentary Rugby Squad from 1994-1996. 
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Richard Mkhungo

Mr Richard Mkhungo was appointed as Deputy Minister of Defence and Military Veterans from 3
July 2024.
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Alexandra Lilian Amelia Abrahams

Ms Alexandra Lilian Amelia Abrahams was appointed as Deputy Minister of Deputy Minister of
Electricity and Energy, a position she assumed on 1 July 2026.

She previously served as Deputy Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition from 17 November
2025 to 30 June 2026. 

In this role, she leads the advancement of industrial development, the strengthening of trade
relations and the promotion of investment for inclusive and sustainable economic growth.
Born and raised in Cape Town, Deputy Minister Abrahams holds an undergraduate degree in
International Relations and an Honours degree in Political Science from Stellenbosch University.
Her academic grounding in governance and global affairs laid the foundation for a career defined
by principled leadership and a strong commitment to public service.
The Deputy Minister’s political career began in 2009 when she joined the Democratic Alliance.
Two years later, she entered the public sector at the Western Cape Provincial Department of
Social Development, working closely with communities facing deep social and economic
vulnerability. This experience shaped her people-centred approach to policy and reinforced the
importance of evidence-based interventions in improving lives.
Elected as a Member of the National Assembly in 2019, she has served in Parliament since and
was re-elected following the 2024 general election. During her tenure, she has built a respected
track record in parliamentary oversight, consistently championing accountability, good
governance and the protection of citizens’ rights.
Her progression from social development to economic policy reflects a strategic understanding
that employment-driven growth is fundamental to social upliftment and national stability. She is
guided by a commitment to an inclusive South Africa, where economic policy formulation is
responsive to the lived realities of citizens.
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Ntuthuko Mbongiseni Jomo Sibiya

Mr Ntuthuko Mbongiseni Jomo Sibiya was appointed as Deputy Minister of Employment and
Labour from 3 July 2024.
He hails from eSilutshane in Nquthu, the northern and rural part of KwaZulu-Natal.
He matriculated at the Ekucabangeni High School (Nquthu) in 1995 and pursued his post-matric
studies at the University of KwaZulu-Natal, where he obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Political Science. He joined Transnet and Petronet, where he worked in various roles such as a
general worker, crane operator, administrator, quality assurer and quality controller. During his
tenure at Transnet, he successfully completed a Certificate in Material Handling Management
from the South African Institute of Material Handling and has first-hand experience of shopfloor
challenges as he is no stranger in the field.
Mr Sibiya served as a senior manager in the Department of Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs from 2012 to 2014. In line with his drive and focus on efficiency, impact and
results, he played a leading role in creating a turnaround strategy for 31 municipalities. He
formulated strategies for financial, service-delivery improvement and oversaw their
implementation.
Within three years, 12 of the 31 municipalities had shown substantial improvements through the
introduction of good governance and better financial management practices. Additionally, he
addressed and remedied the lack of engineers and technical expertise and engaged with the
Municipal Infrastructure Support Agent to support various initiatives.
In the period 2008 to 2012, Mr Sibiya worked as an entrepreneur and business manager for
SesiPhambili Trading, where he founded a variety of small businesses in the electrical, alien plant
eradication and landscaping fields. This saw him immensely contributing to employment creation
and improving the lives of over 20 employees.
His political roles include serving as the African National Congress (ANC) KwaZulu-Natal Provincial
Executive Committee member from 2018 to date; Inkosi Bambatha Regional Executive
Committee member from 2014 to 2018, and Ethekwini Regional Chairperson of the ANC Youth
League from 2011 to 2013.
In government, Mr Sibiya was:

Special Advisor to President Cyril Ramaphosa at The Presidency of the Republic of South Africa
from 2023 to 2024.
Portfolio Chairperson of Human Settlements in the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature from 2022 to
2023.
KwaZulu-Natal Member of the Executive Council for Public Works and Human Settlements from
2021 to 2022.
Portfolio Chairperson of Education of the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature from 2019 to 2021.
Member of the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature from 2014 to 2023.

Mr Sibiya’s journey reflects a tapestry of leadership, integrity, public service ethos, political
activism and community engagement with a strong grassroots connections and organisational
acumen. 
From his humble beginnings in eNquthu to national governance, his trajectory inspires upcoming
leaders, and is a testament of dedication and commitment to the transformative agenda as
progressively set out by the Freedom Charter in 1955 and transformation agenda of 1994 for a
better South Africa and the world.  
Source: Department of Employment and Labour
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Judith Nemadzinga

Ms Judith Nemadzinga‐Tshabalala was appointed as Deputy Minister of Employment and Labour
on 3 December 2024. She was Deputy Minister of Mineral and Petroleum Resources from 3 July
2024 to 3 December 2024.
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David Masondo

Dr David Masondo was appointed as Deputy Minister of Finance from 3 July 2024. He also held
this position from 30 May 2019.
Dr Masondo obtained his PhD at New York University (USA). His PhD thesis focused on Post-
Apartheid State Industrial Policy and Investment in the South African Automotive Industry. He
obtained both his BA (Hons) and MA at Wits University.
Dr Masondo has held different political and managerial positions in government, including serving
as the Finance MEC and Director in the Local Government Department in Limpopo. He was Chief
Director for Economic Sectors and Industry; and also served as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
of the Automotive Industry Development Center under the Gauteng Provincial Government. He
has been a political activist for a period of approximately 30 years.
Dr David Masondo is an African National Congress National Executive Committee member serving
in the Economic Transformation Committee and has served in various positions of leadership. He
was the Principal member of the Financial Sector Charter Council representing the Community.
Dr Masondo is passionate about Education and has worked as a lecturer at Wits University
teaching States and Markets (undergraduate) and Political Economy of Modern South Africa
(Post-graduate course) amongst other courses. He is the Founding Principal of the OR Tambo
School of Leadership, a political education school of the ANC.
His passion for education extends to community development. To this end he is a founding
chairperson of the Topisa Trust, which provides ongoing support to youth to promote education,
sport and cultural excellence in villages in Limpopo. 
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Ashor Nick Sarupen

Mr Ashor Sarupen was appointed as the second Deputy Minister of Finance from 3 July 2024.

He is the first Deputy Chairperson of the Democratic Alliance (DA) Federal Council. Mr Sarupen
attended Wits University where he completed his Bachelor of Science degree before entering
politics as a research analyst for the DA in Gauteng.

He subsequently acquired a Bachelor of Science (Honours) degree and Master of Business
Administration (MBA) degree, both from Wits University, and a Master of Philosophy (MPhil)
degree in Corporate Strategy from the Gordon Institute of Business Science. His MBA research
focused on Business Models for the Internet of Things, and his MPhil research was into the impact
of anti-globalisation on the South African economy.

Mr Sarupen joined the DA in 2006 at the age of 17 in his hometown of Springs, Gauteng, where
he subsequently served as the constituency chairperson and local campaign manager. He was
elected to the Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Council in 2011 and served as the Chief Whip of the Official
Opposition in the Council at the age of 22. He served on the Council’s Rules, Ethics and Public
Accounts committees.

In 2014 he was appointed as an election strategist for the DA’s Gauteng election campaign, which
saw the DA getting its best result to date.

He then served as a Member of the Gauteng Legislature between 2014 and 2019, representing
the DA on the Finance, Economic Development, Social Development and Education committees.

In 2016, Mr Sarupen spearheaded the DA’s campaign effort in the Ekurhuleni Metropolitian
Council that successfully brough the African National Congress under 50% of the vote share.

In October 2019, Ms Helen Zille appointed him Chief of Staff and subsequently as her
Parliamentary Counsel. In 2020 he was elected into the DA’s national leadership as the Deputy
Chairperson of the Federal Council. In 2021 he was appointed as the DA’s Deputy National
Campaign Manager for that year’s local government elections.

Since 2019, Mr Sarupen has served as a Member of Parliament and the DA’s Shadow Minister on
the Appropriations Committee (which deals with the national budget).
 

Profile 14 July 2026

Source: Profile
www.gcis.gov.za/gcis/pdf/profile.pdf Page 53  



Narend Singh

Mr Narend Singh was appointed as Deputy Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
from from 3 July 2024.
He is a Member of the National Assembly representing the Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP). With a
longstanding career in public service, Mr Singh has been an influential figure in South African
politics, particularly known for his advocacy on social and economic issues.
His comprehensive educational background is complemented by extensive experience in both the
public and private sectors. His expertise spans a range of areas including governance, public
administration and community development. Throughout his tenure in Parliament, he has been a
steadfast champion for sustainable development and equitable access to resources.
In the National Assembly, Mr Singh has served on several key committees, including those
focusing on public accounts, finance and environmental affairs. His contributions have been
pivotal in shaping policies that aim to improve the quality of life for all South Africans. Known for
his pragmatic approach and collaborative spirit, he works tirelessly to build consensus and drive
forward-looking legislative initiatives.
Beyond his parliamentary obligations, Mr Singh is deeply committed to his community. He is
actively involved in various social and charitable activities, striving to make a positive impact on
the lives of those he serves. His dedication to public service is reflected in his continuous efforts
to address the needs and concerns of his constituents.
Mr Singh’s legacy in South African politics is marked by his integrity, dedication and unwavering
commitment to the principles of democracy and social justice. He remains a key player in the
political arena, working towards a more inclusive and prosperous South Africa. He holds a
Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of Durban-Westville.
Source: DFFE
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Bernice Swarts

Ms Bernice Swarts was appointed as Deputy Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
from 3 July 2024. She previously served as Deputy Minister of Public Works and Infrastructure
from 6 March 2023.
She is a member of the National Assembly, representing the African National Congress.  With a
career rooted in public service and community activism, Ms Swarts is recognised for her
steadfast commitment to social justice and economic empowerment. She has a strong
educational background in social sciences and public administration, which underpins her
approach to policymaking and governance.
Her parliamentary work is marked by a focus on issues such as gender equality, education and
community development. She is a passionate advocate for policies that promote equitable access
to opportunities and resources for all South Africans.
Throughout her tenure, Ms Swarts has served on various parliamentary committees, contributing
to critical discussions and legislative processes. Her roles have included significant involvement in
committees related to social development, education and health. Her insights and leadership
have been instrumental in advancing legislative initiatives aimed at improving the welfare of
South African citizens.
Beyond her legislative responsibilities, Ms Swarts is actively engaged with her constituents to
ensure their voices are represented in the national dialogue. She is known for her hands-on
approach and her dedication to addressing the practical needs of the communities she serves.
Her efforts in grassroots mobilisation and community outreach have earned her widespread
respect and support.
Ms Swarts continues to be a prominent figure in South African politics, admired for her integrity,
compassion and unwavering commitment to the nation’s progress. Her work reflects a deep
dedication to creating a more just and inclusive society.
Source: Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
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Joe Phaahla

Dr Mathume Joseph "Joe" Phaahla was appointed as Deputy Minister of Land Reform and Rural
Development from 3 July 2024. He was previously Minister of Health from 5 August 2021 to 19
June 2024 and Deputy Minister of Health from 30 May 2019 to 5 August 2021.
Dr Mathume Joseph "Joe" Phaahla was the Deputy Minister of Health of the Republic of South
Africa with effect from 26 May 2014 to 25 May 2019.

Dr Phaahla holds a Bachelor of Medicine and a Bachelor of Surgery(MBCHB) from the University of
KwaZulu-Natal (previously University of Natal) in 1983.

Dr Phaahla practiced as a medical practitioner in various hospitals in KZN, Gauteng, Mpumalanga
and Limpopo until April 1994. Before unbanning of ANC in 1990 served in leadership positions in
various mass democratic movement structures including in the NEC of the United Democratic
Front.
He became a Member of Provincial Executive Committee of ANC in Limpopo Province from 1991-
2001.
He became the first MEC for Health and Social Development in Limpopo Province from 1994-
1997. He served as MEC Education, Sports and Culture in Limpopo Province 1997-2000.
Dr Phaahla has served as director-general in the Department of Sport and Recreation; he was
involved in organising the 2010 FIFA World Cup until 10 May 2009; and served as Deputy Minister
of Rural Development and Land from May 2009 to October 2010.
In 2000, Dr Phaahla served as chief executive officer of (CEO) of the S.A. Sports Commission
which was the overall coordination and regulator of all Sports Federations from 2000-2005.The
Sports Commission paved the way for the current S.A. Sports Confederation and Olympic
Committee ?SASCOC. He is the former Director-General 2010 FIFA World Cup Government
Coordinating Unit 2005-2008. He was elected to the National Executive Committee of the ANC in
December 2007.
Dr Phaahla was the head of the ANC Presidency responsible for coordinating the office of the
President, Deputy President and National Chairperson during election campaign from November
2008 to 30 April 2009.
He was appointed Deputy Minister of Rural development and Land Reform on 11 May 2009 Until
31 October 2010.
Dr Phaahla was the Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture from November 2010 until May 2014.
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Nomusa Dube-Ncube

Ms Nomusa Dube-Ncube was sworn in as the Deputy Minister for Higher Education on 22 July
2025.

She was previously the Premier of KwaZulu-Natal from 10 August 2022 to 18 June 2024. She held
several provincial cabinet roles in KwaZulu‑Natal: MEC for Cooperative Governance & Traditional
Affairs (2009–2019); MEC for Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs (2019–
2020); MEC for Finance (2020–2022).
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Yusuf Cassim

Mr Yusuf Cassim was appointed as Deputy Minister for Higher Education from 1 July
2026.
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Njabulo Nzuza

Mr Njabulo Nzuza was appointed as Deputy Minister of Home Affairs from 3 July 2024. He also
served in this position from 30 May 2019 to 19 June 2024.

He is a member of the African National Congress Party.
He served as the ANC Youth League secretary-general from 2015 until 2018
Mr Nzuza worked as the Economic Development Senior Manager for uThungulu District
Municipality.
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Tandi Mahambehlala

Ms Tandi Mahambehlala was appointed as Deputy Minister of Human Settlements from 3 July
2024. She was previously Deputy Minister of Communications from 31 March 2017 until 26
February 2018. She has been a Member of Parliament since 2014.

Academic Qualifications
Ms Mahambehlala obtained an Advanced Diploma in Public Administration in 2014 and an
Honours Degree in Public Administration in 2016 respectively from the University of the Western
Cape (UWC). In 2017, she started studying for a Masters Degree in Public Administration with the
UWC.
Her other qualifications include certificates in Audio-Visual Communications (1990), Community
Profiling and Community Needs Assessment (2001) and Programme Design and Presentation
(2002).

Career/Positions/Memberships/Other Activities
She has served on numerous committees, including the parliamentary portfolio committees on
energy, small business development, and telecommunications and postal services.
Ms Mahambehlala served as a member of the Student Representative Council at the Msobomvu
High School in the Eastern Cape from 1988 to 1990. She was involved in the establishment of the
Western Cape Youth Commission in 2005.
Between 2000 and 2004, she served as the African National Congress (ANC) Youth League
(ANCYL) Branch Secretary and Deputy Chairperson of the ANCYL (Dullah Omar Region) from 2004
to 2008.
From 2005 to 2008, she was employed by the City of Cape Town?s Department of Social
Development as Community Developer. As Community Developer, she was instrumental in
bringing service delivery to historically disadvantaged communities, and she focused on
implementing programmes and projects targeting youth development, gender issues, poverty
alleviation and homeless people.
From 2008 to 2011, she served as the Provincial Secretary of the ANC in the Western Cape. Ms
Mahambehlala was employed by Eskom as Senior Advisor: Stakeholder Relations, from 2011 to
2014.
She has also participated in several local and international conferences, including the following:
Youth Development Policy Conference organised by the City of Cape Town in 2000.
National Heritage Council Civil Society Conference held in Johannesburg in 2005.
South African Youth Council Conference held in Worcester, Western Cape in 2008.
Youth Parliament in 2008.
International Union of Socialist Youth Festival in Zanka, Hungary in 2009.
Youth Congress of South African Students Conference in July 2009.
Participated in all processes, including parliamentary hearings, that led to the establishment of
the National Youth Development Agency.
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Alvin Botes

Mr Alvin Botes was appointed as Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation
from 3 July 2024. He previously served in the same position from 30 May 2019 to 19 July
2024. Prior to this, he was a member of the Northern Cape Provincial Legislature from 2009 to
2018.
During this period, he was appointed as a member of the Executive Council (MEC) in the Northern
Cape Provincial Cabinet and served as the MEC for Social Development (2009 to 2013) and MEC
for Cooperative Governance, Human Settlements and Traditional Affairs (June 2013 to February
2018).
In February 2018, he became a member of the National Assembly and served as a member of the
portfolio committees on Basic Education, Water and Sanitation (alternate) and Sports and
Recreation.
In December 2017, he was elected as member of the African National Congress (ANC) National
Executive Committee (NEC) and served on the following sub-committees: Information and
Communications; National Dispute and Resolutions, Social Transformation and International
Relations.
Mr Botes worked full time for the ANC (Northern Cape) as Provincial Head of Policy, Research and
Analysis from 1999 to 2009. He served as ANC Youth League Provincial Treasurer, Provincial
Chairperson and on the NEC from 2003 to 2009. He also served in the ANC Provincial Executive
Committee, and as the Deputy Provincial Secretary from 2003 to 2017.
Mr Botes holds a Bachelor’s degree in Technology (Business Administration), a Post-graduate
Diploma in Public and Development Management and a National Diploma in Management,
obtained from the Cape Peninsula University of Technology. He is currently reading towards his
Master’s in Management at the University of the Witwatersrand.
Source: Department of International Relations and Cooperation
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Anna Thandi Moraka

Ms Thandi Moraka was appointed as Deputy Minister of International Relations and Cooperation
from 3 July 2024.

She was a Member of the Executive Council (MEC) for Sports, Arts and Culture in the Limpopo
Provincial Government between July 2018 and October 2022. In 2022, was elected to a five-year
term on the party's National Executive Committee. She formerly served as Deputy Secretary-
General of the African National Congress Youth League (ANCYL) from 2015 to 2019 and as a
member of the Limpopo ANC's Provincial Executive Committee (PEC) from 2018 to 2022.

Ms Moraka rose to prominence as an activist in the ANC and ANCYL. Her local ANC branch is in
Modimolle in the Waterberg region in  Limpopo. Until 2010, she was Deputy Provincial Secretary
of the ANCYL’s Limpopo branch.

On 4 May 2015, at a provincial league elective conference, she was elected as the Deputy
Provincial Chairperson of the Limpopo branch of the ANCYL. She was then elected unopposed to
the more senior position of national Deputy Secretary-General of the ANCYL. 

In June 2018, at an elective conference of the Limpopo branch of the mainstream ANC, Ms Moraka
was elected to an ordinary seat of the PEC of the ANC in Limpopo. She was also elected to its
Provincial Working Committee.

By 2014, she was a Member of the Limpopo Provincial Legislature. In late July 2018, after her
election to the Limpopo ANC's PEC, Ms Moraka was appointed to the Limpopo Executive Council.
She was re-elected to her legislative seat in the 2019 General Elections.
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Andries Carl Nel

Mr Andries Nel was appointed as Deputy Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development
from 3 July 2024.
Mr Andries Carl Nel was the Deputy Minister for Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs,
responsible for provincial and local government of the Republic of South Africa; a position he was
first appointed to on 9 July 2013, and re-apppointed to on 26 May 2014 until 25 May 2019.

He has been a Member of Parliament for the African National Congress (ANC) since 1994.
 

Academic Qualifications
Mr Nel holds a Bachelor of Civil Law from the University of Pretoria.
 

Positions last held/Career/Memberships/Other Activities
Mr Nel served as Whip of the Portfolio Committee on Justice and was the House Whip from 2000
to 2002. Between 2006 and 2007, he served as Acting Chief Whip of the ANC and as a
chairperson of the House of the National Assembly between 2008 and 2009.

He has served as Deputy Chief Whip of the ANC from 2002 to 2008, a member of portfolio
committees on Justice and Constitutional Development, Correctional Services, Health, Home
Affairs, Communications, and the Standing Committee on Public Accounts.

He has also served in various ad hoc committees, as well as internal parliamentary committees
such as the Rules, Joint Rules and Programme Committees, the Chief Whips' Forum and
Parliamentary Oversight Authority.

Mr Nel has been involved in the National Union of South Africa Students, South African Student
Press Union, Students for a Democratic Society, Students for Human Rights and the End
Conscription Campaign. He was active in politics since high school in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

He served on the Constitutional Assembly Committee dealing with the judiciary and legal system
and was a coordinator of the Legal and Monitoring Team and ANC National Elections Team.

Mr Nel was a member of the National Executive Committee of the ANC Youth League from 1996
to 2001; coordinator of the Lawyers for Human Rights' Capital Punishment and Penal Reform
Project from 1990 to 1994, and a member of ANC structures at branch and regional level in the
Pretoria area.

 
Source: Deputy Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Development
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Chupu Stanley Mathabatha

Mr Chupu Stanley Mathabatha was appointed as Deputy Minister of Land Reform and Rural
Development from 3 July 2024.
Mr Chupu Stanley Mathabatha was the Premier of Limpopo Province from 18 July 2013 to June
2024.
He was also the Provincial Chairperson of the African National Congress (ANC) in Limpopo
Province.
Academic Qualifications
Mr Mathabatha has a BA Degree from the University of the Western Cape and a Masters Degree
in Development (MDev) from the Graduate School of Leadership, University of Limpopo.
He obtained an Executive Management Development Programme at Harvard University (USA) in
2003.
Career/Positions/Memberships/Other Activities
He joined politics at a tender age and became a member of the ANC liberation army Umkhonto
we Sizwe (MK) in 1977 at the age of 20 after the Soweto 1976 Uprising and the same year that
his revered comrade, Peter Mokaba was detained under the then draconian Terrorism Act.
Mr Mathabatha, a renowned MK cadre in the Motetema area under violent conditions precipitated
mainly by the presence of the local police training academy.
In the 80's, Stan Mathabatha rose to become a prominent leader of the then United Democratic
Front (UDF) and later He was part of the advanced youth detachment commonly known as the
Young Lions of the North, the most revered, admired and feared by all and sundry. After the
unbanning of political parties in 1990, Mathabatha became one of the key activists to rebuild the
structure of the ANC internally and the Treasurer of the Northern Transvaal Region of the ANC in
1992. He has since served the ANC in various capacities in Limpopo.
Post the 1994 breakthrough, Mathabatha played a pivotal role in the consolidation and
transformation of the then Bantustans administrations of Lebowa, Venda and Gazankulu and the
Transvaal Provincial Administration (TPA) into the Northern Province Provincial Administration and
later Limpopo.
Mr Chupu Stanley Mathabatha is not only a liberation army soldier and political guru, but also a
seasoned administrator. He has over time perfected the art of public administration and evolved
into a propeller for change in the developmental space and enterprise development in particular.
Prior to his appointment as Chief Operations Officer of LimDev in March 2003, Stan Mathabatha
was the General Manager of the SMME Directorate in the Provincial Department of Finance and
Economic Development in Limpopo and has also worked as the technical advisor to the then MEC
of Finance and Economic Development in 1994.
He was appointed the Managing Director of LimDev in 2005 to 2010 and left to become an
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleanipotentiary of the RSA in Ukraine (non-resident Ambassador
in Armenia, Georgia, Moldova) in 2012.
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Seiso Joel Mohai

Mr Seiso Mohai was appointed as Deputy Minister of Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation from 3
July 2024.
His initial career in Parliament lasted from 1999 to 2002, and he returned in 2013. His long-
standing commitment to legislative work reflects his dedication to public service and his deep
understanding of the political landscape.
Mr Mohai's political journey is marked by significant leadership roles within the African National
Congress Youth League (ANCYL) and the ANC. From 1991 to 1994, he served as the Chairperson
of the Southern Free State ANCYL, followed by a term as Chairperson of the Free State ANCYL
from 1996 to 1998. His influence within the ANCYL extended to the national level when he
became a member of the ANCYL National Executive Committee from 1998 to 2001. His leadership
was further recognised through his role as an Ex Officio Member of the Free State Provincial
Executive Committee from 2001 to 2013. From 2014 to 2019, Mr Mohai was the Chairperson of
the ANC Caucus in Parliament, showcasing his leadership within the legislative branch.
He has a strong academic background, with an emphasis on technology and management. He
holds a Master of Science degree in Technology and Management from the Davinci Business
School and a postgraduate Diploma in Management of Technology and Innovation from the same
institution. This educational foundation has equipped him with the skills necessary to navigate
complex policy issues and drive innovation in governance.
Mr Mohai’s interests – including sports, particularly soccer, reading and politics – not only reflect
his personal passions but also align with his professional endeavours and commitment to public
service.
Throughout his parliamentary career, he has served on several key committees. These include the
portfolio committees on Education, Communications, and the Public Service and Administration.
He has also held leadership roles such as Chairperson of the Standing Committee on
Appropriations and Co-Chair of the Joint Standing Committee on Financial Management of
Parliament. Additionally, he has been a member of the Select Committee on Finance and served
as Chief Whip of the National Council of Provinces.
Mr Mohai’s is profoundly committed to the cause of people’s liberation and his political
philosophy focuses on serving the people of South Africa. His commitment to these principles
drives his work and aspirations in public service.
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Shela Polly Boshielo

Ms Shela Polly Boshielo was appointed as Deputy Minister of Police from 3 July 2024.
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Cassel Mathale

Mr Cassel Mathale was appointed as Deputy Minister of Police from 3 July 2024. He served in
the same position from 30 May 2019 to 19 July 2024. Previously he was Deputy Minister of Small
Business Development on 27 February 2018.
Mr Mathale holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Social Sciences from the University of the Western
Cape (WCU). He matriculated at Phangasasa High School.
Mr Mathale was a member of the Branch Executive Committee of Azanian Student Organisation
(AZASO) in Tivumbeni College of Education from 1984 to 1986; President of Muhlava Youth
Congress from 1985 to 1987; a member of Regional Executive Committee of the United
Democratic Front (UDF) in the Northern Transvaal from 1986 to 1990; a Secretary-General of the
Northern Transvaal Youth Congress from 1986 to 1990 and a member of the Tzaneen Education
Crisis Committee from 1989 to 1990.
He also served as a President of South African Youth Congress (SAYCO) in the Northern Transvaal
in 1990; member of the Interim Leadership Core of the ANC in the Northern Transvaal in 1990; a
member of the ANC Regional Executive Committee in the Northern Transvaal Region from 1990
to 1991; a member of the Peter Nchabeleng Command Unit, Northern Transvaal Machinery in
1990 and a member of the Branch Executive Committee of South African Students' Congress
from 1991 to  1993.
Between 1993 and 1996 Mr Mathale served as a member of the ANC Regional Executive
Committee in the Northern Transvaal; a member of the Limpopo Provincial Legislature from 1994
to 1996; a Commissioner for Youth Affairs in the Northern Transvaal Provincial Government from
1994 to 1996; and as a member of the ANC Youth League National Executive Committee from
1996 to 1998.
Mr Mathale was Secretary of the North East Region of ANC in Limpopo from 1998 to 2000; a
member of the ANC Branch Executive Committee at Wilson Tibane branch in Nkowankowa from
2001 to 2002; a member of the ANC Regional Executive Committee in Mopani Region in 2000; a
Provincial Secretary of the ANC in Limpopo from 2002 to 2008; a member of Executive Council
(MEC) for Roads and Transport in the Limpopo Provincial Government between 2008 -and 2009;
Acting Premier of Limpopo from 3 to 23 March 2009 and an Interim Premier of Limpopo from 24
March to 5 May 2009.
Mr Cassel Charlie Mathale served as the Premier of Limpopo from 6 May 2009 until 15 July 2013.
He also served as a Chairperson of the African National Congress (ANC) in Limpopo since 17 July
2008 and Ex-fficio member of the ANC National Executive Committee since 2002.
Source: Office of the Premier
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Nonceba Bianca Mhlauli

Ms Nonceba Mhlauli was appointed as Deputy Minister in The Presidency from 3 July 2024.
She has vast experience in the national government sphere, particularly in The Presidency, where
she previously served as the Spokesperson for the Ministry in The Presidency from 2019 to 2023.
She has served as a Communications Specialist in the Department of Communications and Digital
Technologies. Ms Mhlauli was previously Head of Communications and Spokesperson for the
African National Congress (ANC) Caucus in Parliament from 2016 to 2019.
Prior to her appointment as ANC Caucus Head of Communications, she worked as a policy
researcher for the ANC Caucus in the Western Cape Legislature and as an economic researcher
for the Southern African Clothing and Textile Workers’ Union.

From 2019 to 2024, she served on the Finance, Audit and Risk Committee of the Council of the
South Cape Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) College. She also served as
the Deputy Secretary-General on the TVET Council of Governors until her appointment as Deputy
Minister.

Ms Mhlauli was elected as the Provincial Executive Committee Member of the Progressive
Professionals Forum in the Western Cape from 2016 to 2019.

She has since December 2022 be serving as a Member of the National Executive Committee and
National Working Committee of the ANC. Her previous political roles as a youth activist include
serving as National Convener of the ANC Youth League and the National Executive Committee of
the South African Students’ Congress.

Ms Mhlauli holds a Master of Arts degree in African Language Studies and Politics from Rhodes
University and is currently pursuing her PhD in Communications at the University of South Africa.
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Kenneth Morolong

Mr Itiseng Kenneth Morolong was appointed as Deputy Minister of The Presidency from 3 July
2024. He previously also served in this position from 6 March 2023 to 19 June 2024.
Prior to his appointment to the National Executive, he served as a member of the Parliament
Standing Committee on Finance and as an alternate member of the Standing Committee on
Appropriations.
Due to various political roles he has played, he has developed a keen interest in prudential public
administration of state affairs. His leadership roles in both the ANC, Parliament, and now the
Executive arm of the State cumulatively made him an advocate for a transformative public
administration.
He is currently registered for a BA Public Administration with the Management College of
Southern Africa (MANCOSA). He was born on the 17 February 1982, in Ipelegeng Township,
Schweitzer-Reneke, North West Province. He attended Itshupeng Secondary School where he
matriculated.
His political awareness was sparked at the very early age of 9, which saw him take an active role
in the political activities and campaigns in his local community, mobilising children behind the
banner of the ANC. This participation was organised through the ANC Young Pioneers
(Masupatsela) of which he became its President from 1991-1994.
Kenny also participated in the Congress of South African Students (COSAS) through which he
mobilised the school-going youth towards the concept of people’s education for people’s power.
He became Provincial Chairperson of Cosas in North West, from 1998 - 2000, where he and his
generation of Cosas youth led a campaign to integrate the public schooling system. This saw the
integration of black learners into former Model C and whites-only public schools.
Throughout his life, he participated in ANC structures invariably occupying different positions of
responsibility and leadership from the Young Pioneers, Cosas, ANCYL, and the ANC itself.
He was elected as a member of the ANC Provincial Executive Committee in 2011 and was
appointed as the ANC Provincial Spokesperson.
In 2013, he was appointed by the President of the Republic of South Africa as the Executive
Deputy Chairperson of the National Youth Development Agency from 2013-2016. He was
reappointed to the NYDA Board in 2017, a position he held until his election as a Member of the
Sixth Parliament of the Republic of South Africa in 2019.
Source: The Presidency
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Pinky Kekana

Ms Pinky Kekana was appointed as Deputy Minister of Public Service and Administration from 3
July 2024. She was previously Deputy Minister in the Presidency responsible for Planning,
Monitoring and Evaluation from 6 March 2023 to 19 June 2024.
Pinky Sharon Kekana is a South African politician, the current Deputy Minister in the Presidency,
an African Union diplomat, and the former Secretary General of the Pan African Women’s
Organisation (PAWO). She now serves as the Patron of the Pan African Business Women’s
Association (PABWA). Born and bred in Bela-Bela, located in the Limpopo Province, her first job
was as a secondary school teacher at Bela-Bela High School, after completing her Bachelor of Arts
in Education . It was her experiences as a secondary school teacher, that fuelled her passion for
South Africa’s youth, education, and her commitment to improving opportunities for young South
Africans, from all walks of life. It was her interest in politics though, that led her to the African
National Congress. She was elected to the Provincial legislature in 1999 and later re-elected in
2009. She has also served as the Executive Mayor of the Waterberg District, the MEC of Limpopo
Roads and Transport, as well as MEC for Economic Development, Environment and Tourism in
Limpopo.
In 2014, she was elected as a Member of Parliament. In this role, Kekana has been a part of a
number of committees most notably the Standing Committee on Finance and the Ad Hoc
Committee on the Filling of Vacancies in the Commission for Gender Equality.
In 2015 she was elected into the National Executive Committee of the African National Congress
Women’s League and its National Working Committee. She was subsequently appointed as the
Women’s league Chairperson on International Relations and later The Pan African Women’s
Organisation (PAWO) Secretary General, a position she served in until April 2020.
In December 2017, she was elected by the ANC branches into the National Executive Committee,
and in this capacity, she serves on several sub-committees of the ANC. In 2019 Deputy Minister
Kekana was appointed as a member of the ANC National Youth Task Team(NYTT).
It was in March 2018,when she was appointed as the Deputy Minister of the then Department of
Communications by President Cyril Ramaphosa. After the May 2019 national elections, She was
again appointed to this role in the 6th administration, within the newly formed Department of
Communications and Digital Technologies. She diligently served in this role until the 5th of
August 2021.
Source: The Presidency
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Sihle Zikalala

Mr Sihle Zikalala was appointed as Deputy Minister of Public Works and Infrastructure from 3
July 2024. He was previously Minister of  Public Works and Infrastructure from 6 March 2023 to
19 June 2024.
Sihle Zikalala was born in 1973 in Ndwedwe, Durban, KwaZulu-Natal.
Zikalala was nominated as Premier of KwaZulu-Natal on 13 May 2019 and was sworn into office
on 22 May 2019. Zikalala resigned as Premier of KwaZulu-Natal on 5 August 2022.
In June 2016, he was appointed MEC for Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental
Affairs.
He was sworn in as Member of the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature on 26 November 2015.
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Nomalungelo Gina

Ms Nomalungelo Gina was appointed as Deputy Minister of Science, Technology and Innovation
from 3 July 2024.
Gina is a teacher by profession and has taught at UThungulu district for more than 15 years, she
ascended to the school leadership position in that period as well. She has been a member of
South African Democratic Teachers Union (SADTU), site steward and a North Coast Regional
Education Convener for many years.
Gina spearheaded the teacher development, curriculum management programmes and women in
leadership seminars in KwaZulu Natal.
Gina was a member of the KZN Provincial Executive Committee of SADTU and a Deputy
Chairperson of this organisation. Gina led a lot of heroic teachers’ battles in relation to their
working conditions of employment including the leading role in public sector wage negotiation
increases. She has always been an active member of the ANC in Richards Bay under Musa Dladla
ANC region.
Gina was nominated her for deployment to National Parliament in 2009 and has been a Member
of Parliament for the last10 years. She has served in various committees in the social cluster. She
served in the Higher Education and Training, as well as Basic Education Portfolio Committee as a
Whip. In 2014, she was appointed as the Chairperson of Basic Education Portfolio Committee until
2019. In the 5th Administration, she was the Convener of the social cluster in Parliament Gina is
serving in the Provincial Executive Committee of the South African Communist Party and in the
last Congress of 2018, elected as the Provincial Deputy Chairperson of the SACP. She was elected
as the Provincial Executive Committee Member in the last Conference of the ANC in KwaZulu
Natal. She is currently serving in both structures.
Gina is from Ndwedwe area in ILembe District Municipality, hence her passion for rural
development and upliftment of disadvantaged communities. She matriculated at Inanda
Seminary and obtained her teaching degree at the University of Zululand. She is a loving mother
to two young men.
Source: Department of Science and Innovation
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Rasetja Jane Sithole

Ms Jane Sithole was appointed as Deputy Minister for Small Business Development from 3 July
2024.
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Mogamad Ganief Ebrahim Hendricks

Mr Mogamad Ganief Ebrahim Hendricks was appointed as Deputy Minister of Social Development
from 3 July 2024.
He is the leader of Al Jama-Ah political party that he founded in 2007, which is intended to uphold
Muslim rights and interests in South Africa. Al Jama-ah is the only Muslim political party to have
obtained a seat in Parliament. Mr Hendricks is a member of the National Assembly and has
served as a Member of Parliament (MP) since May 2019. Prior to becoming an MP, he was a
councillor in the City of Cape Town.
He was exposed to politics at a very young age by his activist mother, Gairooneesa Ally
Hendricks. During the 1960s, his family was forced to change his father’s surname from Latiff to
Hendricks to avoid being deported to then Natal. Mr Hendricks’s maternal and paternal
grandparents from Johannesburg were anti-apartheid activists.
As a young boy he accompanied his mother Gairooneesa on visits to political prisoners and
meetings. Often, he had to give up his bed to ‘visiting’ political activists on the run from the
security police; and to the Gogos who travelled to Cape Town to visit their loved ones
incarcerated on Robben Island.
Mr Hendricks attended the Chapel Street Primary School and Trafalgar High School in District Six,
and later completed a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree in Industrial Psychology at the University
of the Western Cape. He was the founder and editor of the university’s first newspaper, Unibel.
As an anti-apartheid activist, he has held numerous community positions, including as a founding
member of the Muslim Students Association, Deputy Chairperson of the Forum for Black
Journalists and General-Secretary of the trade union for workers with sensory disabilities.
In Parliament, he has served on the portfolio committees on Small Business Development; Joint
Standing Committee on Intelligence; Labour and Employment; Health; Home Affairs; International
Relations and Cooperation; Justice and Correctional Services, and Standing Committee on Public
Accounts.
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Bertha Peace Mabe

Ms Peace Mabe was appointed as Deputy Minister of Sport, Arts and Culture from 3 July 2024. 
She has been a member of the National Assembly since 2009. Her long-standing tenure in
Parliament highlights her commitment to legislative work and her dedication to serving her
constituents.
Ms Mabe has a strong background in political leadership, having served as a member of the
Gauteng Provincial Executive Committee (PEC) and as a former member of the PEC Youth
League. These roles have provided her with valuable experience in political strategy and
grassroots organisation.
She holds Bachelor of Arts and Honours degrees in Public Administration from the University of
Pretoria. Her academic background in public administration has equipped her with the knowledge
and skills necessary for effective governance and public service.
Outside of her political career, Ms Mabe enjoys reading and traveling. These interests not only
reflect her personal passions but also contribute to her broader perspective on global and
domestic issues.
Throughout her parliamentary career, she has served on several important committees, including
the portfolio committees on Finance, Human Settlements and Agriculture respectively. She
served as Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee on Women, Children, and People with
Disabilities, as well as the Portfolio Committee on Public Service and Administration. She has also
been working with the Judicial Service Commission.
Ms Mabe is motivated by a desire to improve the lives of South Africans and make the country a
better place. Her political philosophy focuses on improving the well-being of the people and
advancing the nation's development through dedicated public service and effective governance.
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Maggie Sotyu

Ms Makhotso Magdeline Sotyu "Maggie" Sotyu was appointed as Deputy Minister of Tourism
from 3 July 2024. She was previously Deputy Minister of Forestry and Fisheries and
Environmental Affairs 30 May 2019 to 19 June 2024 and Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture from
31 March 2017 to 25 May 2019.
She a member of Parliament; a member of Joint Standing Committee on Defence.
She is a member of both African National Congress Provincial Executive Committee and a
member of the African National Congress Women?s League Provincial Working Committee of the
Free State.
She is also a Chairperson of Portfolio Committee on Safety and Security.

Academic Qualifications
She completed her secondary education in Eastern Cape at St Matthews High School in
Keiskamahoek.
She obtained an Advance Diploma in Economics and a certificate in Media Handling and Research
from the University of the Western Cape.
She studied a course (certificate) on Sustainable Development and Population Growth, through
the University of Dar-Es-Salaam, Tanzania.

Career/Positions/Memberships/Other Activities
She started her political career as a factory worker in Bloemfontein and was secretary of the
Bloemfontein SANCO Regional Structure in the 80's, while staying in Phelindaba, Mangaung.
She was deployed to the National Assembly, Parliament of Republic of South Africa in 1999.
Honourable Maggie Sotyu served in many Parliament Portfolio Committees including Safety and
Security (POLICE), Social Development, Arts and Culture and Science and Technology.
She was later appointed to be the Chairperson of both Safety and Security Portfolio Committee
and the Security Cluster in Parliament, which she chaired for eight years.
After the 2009 elections she was appointed to Chair the Portfolio Committee on Water and
Environmental Affairs.
Ms Makhotso Magdeline Sotyu served as the Deputy Minister of Police of the Republic of South
Africa from 1 November 2010 until 30 March 2017.

Source: Deputy Ministry of Police
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Zuko Godlimpi

Mr Zuko Godlimpi was appointed as Deputy Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition from 3
July 2024.
His political activism began while he was a university student and was intensified when he joined
the South African Students Congress (SASCO). His passion for economics and policy development
shaped his professional career. 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts in Politics, Philosophy and Economics degree from the University of
South Africa and Bachelor of Social Science (Honours) in Politics, Philosophy and Economics
degree from the University of Pretoria.
He was the Regional Secretary of SASCO, Western Region, in the Eastern Cape from 2010 to
2011. He was the Eastern Cape Spokesperson of the African National Congress Youth League
(ANCYL) from 2021 to 2022, and has since 2022 been a member of the National Executive
Committee of the ANC. He also served as Deputy Chairperson of the Economic Transformation
Subcommittee of the ANC. 
After serving as the National Policy Coordinator of the ANCYL from 2013 to 2014, Mr Godlimpi
worked as Economic Researcher in the Office of the Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry from
2014 to 2016. From 2016 to 2019, he was a Senior Specialist: Speechwriting and Council Liaison
at the City of Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality.
From 2019 to 2022, he worked as Adviser in the Office of the Speaker of the Gauteng Provincial
Legislature (GPL) before being appointed Acting Senior Manager: Transversal Mainstreaming
Focal Person in the GPL.
Before becoming a Member of Parliament in 2024, Mr Godlimpi worked as Chief of Staff in the
Eastern Cape office of the Department of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs from
2022 to 2023, and as Special Adviser in the Office of the Eastern Cape Premier from 2023 to
2024.
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John Henry Steenhuisen

Mr John Steenhuisen was appointed as Deputy Minister of Trade, Industry and Competition, a
position he assumed on 1 July 2026.
He previously served as Minister of Agriculture from 3 July 2024 to 30 June 2026.
He was born in Durban on 25 March 1976 and attended Northwood School. He showed an interest
in politics from a young age, serving as Branch Chairperson for Ward 36.

Durban North in his late teens, where he was subsequently elected to the Durban City Council in
1999. At the age of 22, he was one of the youngest councillors in the city’s history.
In 2006, Mr Steenhuisen was elected as the Caucus Leader of the Official Opposition, the
Democratic Alliance (DA ), on the
eThekwini Council and served on the City’s Executive Committee. Here, he served on committees
responsible for various projects such as the 2010 World Cup preparations, including the Broadway
redevelopment in Durban North, the construction of the Moses Mabhida Stadium, and securing
Blue Flag status for many of Durban’s beaches.
Mr Steenhuisen represented Durban North in the eThekwini Council for 10 years until the 2009
General Election where he was elected KwaZulu-Natal Member of the Provincial Legislature
and Leader of the DA Caucus. He also served as DA KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Leader.
In 2010, he took up a seat in the National Assembly and served as the DA Shadow Minister of
Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs.
In May 2014, Mr Steenhuisen was appointed Chief Whip of the DA, a position he
held until October 2019. In November 2020, he was elected Federal Leader of the DA, having
served as Interim Leader since November 2019. Having stabilised the party and re-
entrenched policy coherency during his first term, he was re-elected Federal Leader for a second
term in April 2023. He serves as the Leader of the Official Opposition in the Parliament of South
Africa’s National Assembly.
He is a proud East Coaster and AmaZulu fan. He is married to Terry Steenhuisen and has three
beautiful daughters Ashleigh,  Caroline and Olivia. He is passionate about South Africa and
optimistic about its future, and believes in a pragmatic and hands-on-approach to building a
prosperous nation for all who live in it.
Source: Department of Agriculture
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Mkhuleko Hlengwa

Mr Mkhuleko Hlengwa was appointed as Deputy Minister of Transport from 3 July 2024.

He served as the Chairperson of Parliament's Standing Committee on Public Accounts (SCOPA).
He became a Member of the National Assembly in February 2012 and has served on the SCOPA
since 2014. Mr Hlengwa was previously the National Chairperson of the Inkatha Freedom Party
(IFP) Youth Brigade.

He became a political party activist at the age of 10 in 1997 and soon became National
Chairperson of the IFP Youth Brigade. He was sworn in as a member of the National Assembly in
May 2012 and became one of the youngest parliamentarians.

Following his re-election in May 2014, Mr Hlengwa became a member of the Standing Committee
on Public Accounts. In June 2019, the African National Congress offered the SCOPA
chairpersonship to the IFP. The party accepted and nominated him to head the committee from
July 2019. 

Mr Hlengwa was re-elected to the National Assembly following the 2024 General Elections, having
been ranked third on the IFP’s national list. 
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David Mahlobo

Mr David Mahlobo was appointed as Deputy Minister of Water and Sanitation from 3 July
2024. He previously served as Deputy Minister of Human Settlements, Water and Sanitation. 
He was born on 14 January 1972 in KwaNdwalaza Royal Kraal, Berglaas in Piet Retief, in the then
Transvaal (now Mpumalanga).
At the height of apartheid in 1981, Mr Mahlobo and his sisters fled to Swaziland, separating from
their parents. The siblings came back to South Africa in 1983. Mr Mahlobo resumed schooling and
completed his Joint Matriculation Board Certificate (Grade 12) in 1991 at Bambanani High School.
He later enrolled with the University of Zululand (Ongoye campus) where he obtained a Bachelor
of Science (BSc) Degree in Microbiology and Biochemistry in 1998. The following year, he
obtained a BSc (Honours) Degree in Biochemistry from the same university.  
He also holds  a certificate in Water Quality Management Course II: Management Aspects. Mr
Mahlobo has also completed a course on Performance Budgeting and Financial Management as
well as Targeted Recruitment and Selection from Deloitte Human Capital.
He taught Grade 10 and 11 Biology and Physical Science at Bambanani High School. He later
worked at Lalela Finishing School, teaching Physical Science and Biology for Grade 12.
Mr Mahlobo was part of the ANC volunteers who were responsible for recruiting and mobilising
farming communities around Piet Retief and Pongola to join the party and relaunching its
structures after it was unbanned.
He cut his teeth in the water sector when he joined the then Mpumalanga Department of Water
and Forestry, in the Water Quality Division. He was responsible for the Upper Olifants River
Catchment with respect to water use control at mines, municipalities and industries; water
resource management protection and impact management, water quality management and
water quality communication.
He was later promoted to be an Assistant Director: Transformation (later renamed External
Transformation) and rose through the ranks to become Deputy Director and Director in the same
unit at the Department of Water and Forestry.
In 2009, he was appointed as the Head of Department (HOD) for Cooperative Governance and
Traditional Affairs by the Mpumalanga Provincial Government for a period of three years, which
was further renewed in 2012. He resigned  in 2014 when he became an African National Congress
(ANC) parliamentary candidate.
Since then he has served in the following capacities:
Member of the National Assembly (NA): from May 2014 to  May 2019;
Minister of State Security: from May 2014 to October 2017;
Minister of Energy: from October 2017 to February 2018;
Member of the Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry: from March 2018 to May 2019;
Re-elected as a member of the NA in May 2019; and
Deputy Minister of Human Settlements, Water and Sanitation:  from May 2019 to date.
Involved in ANC structures in KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng and Mpumalanga provinces;
Involved in the South African Student Congress (SASCO), ANC Youth League and National.
Education, Health and Allied Workers Union;
He was the SASCO Deputy Provincial Chairperson in KwaZulu-Natal;
He became the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial Chairperson for South African Union of Student
Representative Council (SAU SRC);
SRC Secretary-General at the University of Zululand (two terms);
National Executive Council (NEC) member of the ANC: from December 2012 to December 2017;
ANC National Working Committee member: from May 2014 to December 2017;
ANC NEC Sub-Committee on Organising and Campaigns;
NEC Sub-Committee on Peace and Stability;
NEC deployee for Gauteng and later the Free State Province;
NEC Convenor of Deployees in the Free State Province;
Member of the University of Zululand Council for ten years; and
Chairperson of the Council Audit Committee for two terms.

He currently serves in the following structures:
ANC NEC: from 2017 to date;
NEC Sub-Committee on Peace and Stability;
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NEC Sub-Committee on Policy, Monitoring and Evaluation;
NEC Sub-Committee on Economic Transformation; and
NEC deployee to the Free State Province.
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Mmapaseka Steve Letsike

Ms Mmapaseka Steve Letsike was appointed as Deputy Minister of Women, Youth and Persons
with Disabilities from 3 July 2024.
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Premiers

Lubabalo Oscar Mabuyane

Oscar Lubabalo Mabuyane was sworn in as the new Premier of the Eastern Cape on 22 May 2019
and re-elected in 2024.
Lubabalo Oscar Mabuyane was born on 24 February 1974 at the small town of Engcobo in Chris
Hani District Municipality, Eastern Cape. Mr Mabuyane matriculated at Lekoa Shandu High School
in Sharpeville, Gauteng. During his professional tenure, Mabuyane has acquired extensive
experience in policy formulation and implementation processes across the different spheres of
government and at senior management level in business. Between 1995 and 2008, Mabuyane
was involved in student and youth politics, where he was a member of the African National
Congress Youth League (ANCYL) and South African National Students’ Congress (SASCO). He held
various leadership positions in these organisations, including SASCO Branch Chairperson (1999);
President of the SRC at University Fort Hare (2000). Between 2008 and 2011, Mabuyane also
served as the Provincial Deputy Chairperson of the ANCYL in Eastern Cape.

Between 2002 and 2005, Mabuyane served as the Chief-of-staff in the then office of the MEC for
Tourism, Economic Affairs and Finance, Mr Enoch Godongwana. Between 2005 and 2009, he
served as the Managing Director of Ikamva Consulting firm. At Ikamva Consulting, Mabuyane was
responsible for the overall strategic management of the company and acquired vast experience
in integrated strategic planning, project management, financial management and business
development.

Between 2009 and 2017, Mabuyane served for two consecutive terms as the ANC Eastern Cape
Provincial Secretary and an ex-officio member of the ANC National Executive Committee. As the
ANC Provincial Secretary, Mabuyane was the Chief Administrative Officer of the ANC in the
Province. Thus responsible for overseeing ANC policy implementation in government, the
monitoring and evaluation of government performance and playing a supervision role to ANC
Provincial Legislature Caucus.

In 2018, Mabuyane served as MEC for the Eastern Cape Department of Economic Development,
Environmental Affairs & Tourism. Premier Oscar Mabuyane holds a Bachelor of Commerce
(Economics) degree from the University of Fort Hare and has received several leadership awards,
including the prestigious John Calvin leadership award from the Evangelical Presbyterian Church
of South Africa. Mabuyane is currently doing Masters in public administration at Fort Hare and
serves as the ANC Eastern Cape Provincial Chairperson.
Source: Eastern Cape Provincial Government
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MaQueen Joyce Letsoha-Mathae

Maqueen Letsoha-Mathae was elected as Premier of the Free State on 14 June 2024.
She was previously MEC for Community Safety, Roads and Transport.
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Panyaza Lesufi

Mr Panyaza Lesufi is the Premier of Gauteng Province as from 6 October 2022 and was re-elected
in 2024.
Mr Panyaza Lesufi served as the Gauteng MEC for Education from May 2014 to October 2022. 
Lesufi is also a Member of the Gauteng Provincial Legislature for the African National Congress
(ANC) and the Deputy Chairperson of the party in the province, as well as a member of the South
African Communist Party. He served as the acting MEC of Social Development following the death
of Thuliswa Nkabinde-Khawe in November 2019 until the appointment of Nomathemba Mkogethi
in June 2020.
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Arthur Thamsanqa (Thami) Ntuli

Thami Ntuli was officially inaugurated as the Premier of KwaZulu-Natal on 18 June 2024.
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Phophi Ramathuba

Dr Phophi Ramathupa was elected as Premier of Limpopo on 14 June 2024. She was previously
the MEC for Health.
Dr Ramathuba pursued her studies at Sefako Makgatho School of health sciences (previously
known as MEDUNSA) where she obtained MBCHB. She further achieved Master’s Degree in
Medical Pharmacology from the University of Pretoria, Advanced Health Management from
Manchester Business School.
During her tenure as the student, she became the Branch Executive Committee member of South
African Student Congress (SASCO) and later Provincial Executive Committee member Gauteng
Province. She continued to become the General Secretary of Student Representative Council
(SRC) and also its Deputy President.
She has also served as President in the South African Medical Association Trade Union, as
Treasurer General of the Common Wealth Medical Association, member of the COSATU CEC,
branch secretary of the SACP Mokopane South, member of PEC, and Provincial Treasurer of the
SACP.
Source: Limpopo Health
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Mandla Ndlovu

Mr Mandla Ndlovu was sworn in as the Premier of Mpumalanga on 17 June 2024. He was
previously MEC for Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs.

Profile 14 July 2026

Source: Profile
www.gcis.gov.za/gcis/pdf/profile.pdf Page 88  



Lazarus Mokgosi

Lazarus Mokgosi was sworn as Premier of the North West on 14 June 2024. He has been a
Member of the North West Provincial Legislature since December 2022.
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Zamani Saul

Dr Zamani Saul was sworn in as the Premier of the Northern Cape Provincial Government on 22
May 2019 and re-elected in 2024.
Dr Zamani Saul has been inaugurated as Premier of the Sixth Administration of the Northern Cape
Government after the African National Congress (ANC) achieved success in the 2019 General
Elections. Dr Saul brings with him a wealth of knowledge and experience and has grown and
progressed through the structures of the congress movement from Congress of South African
Students (COSAS), South African Student Congress (SASCO), ANCYL to branch, regional and
provincial leadership positions in the ANC. He holds a Doctor of Laws in Public Law and
Jurisprudence (UWC) and is currently working on his second Doctorate. He also holds two Masters
Degrees (LLM and Masters in Development Studies), B. Proc Degree (UWC) as well as a NQF level
Certificate in Social Theory (Wits University).
Early in his career he worked as a Candidate Attorney and progressed to work as the Regional
Head of Social Security, Head of Ministry and Municipal Manager. Dr Saul possesses a
combination of both theoretical and practical knowledge of public administration.
Dr Saul got involved in political activism at a very early age with the Petrusville Youth Congress
and later with the Petrusville Civic Movement. As COSAS leader in the late 1980’s and early
1990’s he represented COSAS in the National Education Coordinating Committee (NECC). In 1992
he was trained and employed as a para-legal by Petrusville Advice Centre specialising in the
protection of farm workers against illegal farm evictions. During the same period he was elected
as the first ANC branch secretary in Petrusville after the unbanning of the political party.
He served in the SACP Western Cape Provincial Ideology Committee from 1994 - 1996 and
simultaneously served as the chairperson of the UWC SACP branch. He served in the Pixley ka
Seme REC and the Regional Working Committee. He was elected to the ANC PEC in 1998 as an
additional member and was also appointed as Head of Political Education. In 2004 he was elected
as the ANC Deputy Provincial Secretary and in 2008 as the ANC Provincial Secretary. He is
currently serving as the Provincial Chairperson of the ANC and as a result, serves as the ex-officio
member of the ANC National Executive Committee.
Source: Northern Cape Provincial Government
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Alan Winde

Current position
Alan Winde was first sworn in as Premier of the Western Cape Provincial Government on 22 May
2019. He was re-elected as the Premier of the Western Cape on 13 June 2024.

Previous positions
He was first elected to serve as Member of the Provinical Legislature in 1999, a position he held
for 10 years before the DA was voted into power in the province. Between 1999 and 2009, he
served in various political roles, including as Chief Whip of the official opposition and also as the
Western Cape Provincial Finance Chairperson. In 2009, he became the Western Cape MEC for
Finance, Economic Development and Tourism. In 2014, he became MEC for Economic
Opportunities, in charge of the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Economic
Development and Tourism. 

Background
Alan Winde was born on 18 March 1965. Before he began his career in politics, he started and
successfully operated 10 businesses in his hometown of Knysna. In 1996, he ran as an
independent candidate and was successfully elected to the South Cape District Council. Following
this, the leadership of the Democratic Alliance (DA) approached him to run for provincial
Parliament in the Western Cape, and he gladly accepted.
Source: Western Cape Provincial Government
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Angela Thoko Didiza

Angela Thokozile Didiza was elected as Speaker of the National Assembly on 14 June 2024.
She was Minister of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development in the sixth administration
under the leadership of President Cyril Matamela Ramaphosa.
She has recently been elected as the Chairperson of the African Union (AU) Ministerial Specialised
Technical Committee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Water and Environment.

Educational qualifications
In 2007, she completed a Bachelor of Arts Honours Degree from the University of South Africa
(UNISA) and in she completed a Masters Degree in Tertiary Education Management from the
University of Melbourne in Australia.

Ministerial positions
1994–1999: Served as the first woman Deputy Minister of Agriculture during the late President
Nelson Mandela’s tenure.
1999–2004: Appointed as Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs.
2004–2006: Continued in the same portfolio as Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs—it was
during this term of office that Didiza convened the National Land Summit in 2005 involving a
wide range of stakeholders to reflect on South Africa’s land reform policies.
In 2006–2008: Honourable Didiza was appointed as the Minister of Public Works.

Other career positions and activities
Honourable Didiza was re-elected as a Member of Parliament in the fifth administration and
appointed as the House Chairperson: Internal Arrangements.
In 2016, she was elected as the Chairperson of the Commonwealth Women Parliamentarians
(CWP) Africa Region.
Prior to becoming an MP, Minister Didiza worked in a number of organisations in various
capacities such as:

Legal Secretary at Mafika Mbuli.
Programme Officer at Diakonia.
1989–1992: Youth Co-ordinator of South African Council of Young Women Christian Association
(YWCA).
1992–1994: Secretary-General of the Women’s National Coalition that produced the Women’s
Charter for Effective Equality; which was tabled in the first Parliament of South Africa.
2005: Young Global Leader named by the World Economic Foundation.
2011–2014: Project Consultant at the University of South Africa responsible for the
establishment of the Archie Mafeje Research Institute on Applied Social Policy.

Board membership
Minister Didiza serves on the board of the Thabo Mbeki Foundation and Ohlange Institute.

Politics
She has served as a member of the National Executive Committee (NEC) and National Working
Committee (NWC) of the African National Congress from 1997–2007 and was re-elected in 2012
to date.
Source: Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development 
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Annelie Lotriet

Dr. Lotriet was elected Deputy Speaker on 14 June 2024.

Dr. Lotriet joined Parliament in 2009 and served as Democratic Alliance Shadow Minister of Arts
and Culture, Higher Education and Training, and Science and Technology. She also served as the
Deputy Whip of the DA in the National Assembly.

She obtained several degrees – a BA in Languages, Postgraduate Diploma in Higher Education,
B.Ed, M.Ed, D.Ed, and an LLB from Unisa. Following a career in academia, she ventured into
politics and became a DA ward councillor in Mangaung in 2000.
Source: Parliament
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