
I KNOW.I ACT.I STOP
CORRUPTION.

Statement on the virtual Cabinet Meeting  
of Wednesday, 8 December 2021

1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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Cabinet held its scheduled virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 10 June 2020

2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 
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Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.
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ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

CABINET DECISIONS

	 Extension of the  
National State of 
Disaster 

●	 Cabinet approved a recom-
mendation by the National 
Coronavirus Command 
Council to further extend 
the National State of Disas-
ter to 15 January 2022, in 
terms of Section 27 (5) (c) of 
the Disaster Management 

Act, 2002 (Act 57 of 2002).
●	 The National State of Disas-

ter is aimed at responding 
to the special circumstances 
presented by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

	 Festive Season safety
●	 While most of us will be 

taking a well-deserved 
festive break, we must 

remember that COVID-19 
does not take a holiday. A 
safe holiday period for you 
and your loved ones can be 
guaranteed by a simple jab 
at your nearest vaccination 
site. 

●	 Cabinet calls on everyone to 
continue to be vigilant and 
avoid large social gather-
ings. Together we can make 

the festive season joyous 
and safe for everyone by 
not drinking and driving. We 
must obey all the rules of 
the road, including driving 
within the legal speed limits. 
Let us all make an effort to 
Arrive Alive. 

●	 Cabinet called on parents 
and caregivers to be extra 
vigilant with children in their 

care,  especially at pools, 
beaches or near water. 

● 	To ensure a safe festive 
season, be alert at all times 
when on holiday or during 
leisure moments. 

● 	Report any suspicious 
criminal activity immediately 
to the police on 10111 or alert 
the nearest security officers.

Cabinet Statement
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MESSAGES

	 Congratulations 
Cabinet extended its congratu-
lations and well-wishes to: 
●	 President Ramaphosa 

on being bestowed with a 

doctorate Honoris Causa 
from Cheikh Anta Diop Uni-
versity in Dakar, Senegal, 
which is recognised as one 
of Africa's and the world's 

pre-eminent universities. 
Twenty-nine years ago, 
former President Nelson 
Mandela was awarded the 
same doctorate at a time 
when our nation was not yet 
free. It is fitting that Presi-
dent Ramaphosa has been 
awarded this prestigious 
honour in the year that we 
commemorate the 25th an-
niversary of our Constitution 
being signed into law.

●	 the Blitzboks for triumph-
ing twice in two weekends 
during the prestigious 
Dubai Sevens rugby tourna-
ment. 

	 Condolences 
Cabinet expressed condolences 
to the family and friends of: 
●	 Mr Ebrahim Ismail Ebra-

him (84), the former Deputy 
Minister of International 
Relations and Cooperation. 
Ebie, as he was affectionate-
ly known to his friends and 
comrades, dedicated his life 
to the struggle for democra-
cy and freedom, and worked 
steadfastly to build a better 
South Africa for all.

●	 Amb Lindiwe Mabuza 
(83), the veteran diplomat, 
poet, feminist and Struggle 
icon who served in several 

diplomatic postings. In 2014 
she received the Order of 
Ikhamanga in Silver “for her 
excellent contribution to mo-
bilising the use of arts and 
application of creativity for 
democracy – displaying that 
cultural activism played a 
significant role in achieving 
democracy”.

	 International Anti- 
Corruption Day

●	 South Africa joins the rest of 
the world in commemorating 
International Anti-Corruption 
Day on Thursday, 9 December 
2021 under the theme 	
“Corruption-free future 
starts today, it starts with 
me”. The United Nations 
theme for the 2021 Interna-
tional Anti-Corruption Day is: 
“Your right, your role: Say 
no to corruption”.

● 	Corruption, whether large 
or small, remains one of the 
greatest challenges facing 
the country and holds back 
economic growth and social 
development. 

● 	Cabinet remains encouraged 
that the justice system contin-
ues to take decisive steps to 
bring those who were found 
to have been involved in acts 
of corruption to account. The 
Commission of Inquiry into 
Allegations of State Capture, 
Corruption and Fraud in 
the Public Sector, including 
Organs of State, is scheduled 
to submit its final report to 
President Cyril Ramaphosa on 
Saturday, 1 January 2022.  

●	 Cabinet anticipates that in 
addition to exposing the 
perpetrators of corruption, this 
report will also provide us with 
proposals to strengthen our 
systems to prevent corruption.

●	  As part of our ongoing fight 
against corruption, the Special 
Investigating Unit (SIU) 
instituted a number of cases 
in the High Court and Special 
Tribunal, and the following are 
pending as at 31 March 2021: 

	 56 cases in the High Court 
which involve contracts 
amounting to R62 billion;

	 64 cases in the Special Tribu-
nal which involve contracts 
amounting to R6.99 billion. 
The amounts or values are the 
contractual amounts which 
were irregularly and unlawfully 
awarded by state institutions 
and which form the subject of 
the litigation by the SIU. 

	 In the 2021/22 financial year, 
the SIU has already frozen 
pension benefits of former 
civil servants, bank accounts 
and assets of individuals and 
business amounting to more 
than R43 billion. 

	 The President has signed 
nine SIU proclamations in the 
financial year under review. 

Cabinet reiterated that 
the success of our fight 

against corruption 
depends on the involve-
ment of all people in 

South Africa. If you see 
something, say some-
thing; report corruption 
by dialling the National 
Anti-Corruption Hotline 

on 0800 701 701. 

●	 Cabinet reaffirmed its 
commitment to protect whis-
tle-blowers, and applauded 
the bravery of honest public 
servants who expose fraud 
and corruption, at times at the 
risk of their livelihoods and 
lives. 

	 Rapid increase in 
Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) infections

●	 Cabinet noted the rapid in-
crease in COVID-19 infections 
in various parts of South 
Africa and urged all people in 
the country to take stronger 
action to fight back against 
the disease and its variants. 

●	 Our COVID-19 infections 
recorded in the last 24 hours 
stand at 19 842, which trans-
lates into a 26.8% positivity 
rate. We have also lost 36 
people to COVID-19-related 
complications in the last 24 
hours. 

Vaccination does not 
only help us fight back 
against the deadly 

pandemic by preventing 
serious illness, hospi-

talisation or even death, 
but it also reduces the 
health risks posed by 

future variants. 

We must continue  
adhering to the 

non-pharmaceutical 
prevention measures 
of wearing a mask that 
covers our mouth and 

nose; maintaining social 
distancing, and regularly 
washing our hands with 
soap and water or using 
a 70% alcohol-based 

hand sanitiser. 

●	 We can also prevent the 
spread of the virus by avoiding 
superspreader events such as 
festivals and parties. Together 
we can fight back by being 
responsible and always acting 
in the best interests of pro-
tecting the health of our loved 
ones and our nation against 
COVID-19.  

●	 Cabinet joined President 
Ramaphosa in applauding our 
scientists for having alerted 
the world about the Omicron 
variant that has been spread-
ing around the world. Cabinet 
continues to support calls for 
the immediate lifting of unfair 
travel bans imposed on South 
Africa.  

	 Vooma Vaccination 
Week

●	 We have administered a 
total of 26, 781, 642 vaccine 
doses to date. During the 
extended Vooma Vaccination 
Week campaign from 3 to 10 
December 2021, thousands of 
people are being vaccinated 
at various vaccination sites 
that are open throughout the 
country. Cabinet urged people 
aged 12 and older to vaccinate 
without delay.  

●	 Keep yourself and your loved 
ones safe this festive season 
by simply going to your 
nearest vaccination site, even 
without an appointment, to be 
registered and vaccinated for 
free.

●	 The health benefits of being 
vaccinated include a much 
lower risk of hospitalisation 
after being infected with 
COVID-19. 

● 	Cabinet encourages all people 
in South Africa to respond to 
the clarion call to vaccinate 
because statistics show that 
the majority of people being 
admitted in hospitals are 
unvaccinated.

	 Quarterly Labour Force 
Survey (QLFS)

●	 Government remains resolute 
in addressing unemployment 
as one of the major challenges 
facing the country. Statistics 
South Africa’s recent QLFS 
results which showed a 0,5 
percentage point increase in 
the unemployment rate from 
34,4% in the second quarter 
to 34,9% in the third quarter of 
2021 are disturbing. 

Government continues in 
its target-driven work to 
restore business confi-
dence by addressing the 
structural constraints to 
economic growth, job 
creation and poverty 

eradication. 

●	 Through specific interventions 
such as large investments in 
infrastructure, it is working to 
support structural transfor-
mation, economic growth 
and job creation. Through the 
Department of Trade, Industry 
and Competition, govern-
ment continues to support 
local production, including 
the revival of South Africa’s 
manufacturing industry. 

● 	The annual South Africa In-
vestment Conference (SAIC) 
continues to attract potential 
investors. Since its first inau-
gural conference in 2018, the 
SAIC has so far secured more 
than R770 billion in invest-
ment commitments across 
a wide range of economic 
sectors. 

●	 Cabinet remains committed 
to working with all sectors to 
address the triple challenge of 
unemployment, poverty and 
inequality. 

● 	Government will do what-
ever is possible to create a 
conducive environment for 
investment in the country. It 
will also drive economic trans-
formation to enable greater 
economic opportunities to 
the previously disadvantaged 
groups. 

	 Presidential Four-Na-
tion Visit to West Africa

●	 President Ramaphosa recently 
led a delegation of Ministers 
and business leaders with 
a view to grow economic 
relations and people-to-peo-
ple interaction between South 
Africa and Nigeria, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Ghana and Senegal. 

●	 This four-nation visit from 30 
November to 7 December 
2021 reinforced South Africa’s 
bilateral relations to strength-
en partnerships directed at 
African development and 
cooperation in multilateral 
forums.

●	 South Africa and the partner 
states explored ways to 
leverage the opportunities 
presented by the African 

Continental Free Trade Area 
for mutual benefit, and with 
greater support for businesses 
conducting intra-African trade 
and investment.

	 16 Days of Activism for 
No Violence against 
Women and Children

●	 As the 16 Days of Activism for 
No Violence against Women 
and Children campaign draws 
to an end, it remains a dis-
turbing reality that more still 
needs to be done to eradicate 
gender-based violence and fe-
micide (GBVF) in our society.

●	 Many harrowing GBVF-re-
lated stories, including the 
loss of lives, have been 
reported during this period 
and throughout the entire ex-
tended 365 Days of Activism 
campaign.

●	 We are failing as a nation 
when the cries of the most 
vulnerable in our society 
remain unheard or ignored. 

● 	The irresponsible societal 
norms which validate the vio-
lent behaviour of men and the 
tendency to victimise women 
who break their silence must 
stop. 

Cabinet appealed to  
everyone, especially 
men, to take a stand 

and play an active role 
in ending the scourge of 
violence against women 

and children. Men 
must lead by speaking 
out against GBVF and 
reporting it to law-en-
forcement agencies. 
They must also raise 

awareness, and engage 
in peer education and 

efforts to prevent GBVF. 

●	 In order to improve our 
response to sexual offences 
and GBV, government has 
106 Sexual Offences courts 
and now moving to the intro-
duction of Statutory Sexual 
Offences courts. 

●	 In February 2020, Section 55A 
of the Criminal Law (Sexual 
Offences and Related Mat-
ters) Amendment Act, 2007 
(Act 32 of 2007) was signed 
into operation, meaning 
that for the first time Sexual 
Offences courts will now be 
established in accordance 
with a statute. Section 55A of 
the Act empowers the Minis-
ter of Justice and Correctional 
Services to designate, not 
only a selected regional 
court, but also any Division of 
the High Court, as a Sexual 
Offences Court.

●	 Cabinet urged all sectors of 
society to collaborate with 
government to create safer 
communities and protect 
victims of abuse. It will only 
change if we all act, and the 
time to act is now!


