
	 Congratulations
Cabinet extended its congratu-
lations to: 
●	 Mr Pitso Mosimane 

(Coach Pitso), for flying 
the South African flag high 
by leading the continent’s 
top football club, Al Ahly, to 
victory in the African Super 
Cup. The former Mamelodi 
Sundowns manager earned 

his fourth title with Al Ahly 
since joining the soccer club 
based in Cairo, Egypt just six 
months ago.

	 Condolences 
Cabinet expressed condolences 
to the family and friends of: 
●	 Mr MacDonald Ndodana 

Mathunjwa, the actor best 
known for his roles in Home 

Affairs, Generations, Soul 
City, Intsika and Bones of 
Bones. 

●	 Mr Mabi Gabriel Thobe-
jane, who was one of the 
country’s most acclaimed 
jazz musicians. 

●	 Mr Ben Kruger, the veteran 
actor, writer and producer 
best known for his role in 
Binnelanders. 

●	 Ms Shaleen Surtie-Rich-
ards, the accomplished 
actress best known for her 
role in the 1988 film Fiela se 
Kind, and for roles in Egoli: 
Place of Gold and 7de Laan.

●	 Ms Ivy Cikizwa Gcina, who 
served on many structures 
during her time fighting the 
apartheid regime, including 
serving in the then Port 	

Elizabeth Black Civic Organ-
isation and as a member of 
the first democratic Parlia-
ment (1994 – 1999).

1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 
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Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.
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(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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Cabinet held its scheduled virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 10 June 2020

2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 

Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.

CABINET DECISIONS 
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CABINET DECISIONS

ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

	 Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) vaccine roll-
out

●	 Cabinet welcomed the prog-
ress with COVID-19 vaccina-
tions which had on Tuesday, 
8 June 2021 reached 1, 524, 
589 and the Pfizer First Dose 
vaccinations breached the 
one-million mark with 1, 045, 
245, which is a remarkable 
milestone. In addition, over 
three million people registered 
on the Electronic Vaccination 
Data System, which is a cause 
for celebration in our concert-
ed fight against the spread of 
the virus. 

●	 The partnership with the 
private sector on vaccination 
and the overall COVID-19 
programme strengthen our 
nation’s efforts in ensuring 
that the lifesaving vaccines 
and the message on safety 
measures against COVID-19 
pandemic reach more people. 

Cabinet also  
welcomes the vali-

dation of the Sinovac 
COVID-19 vaccine 
for emergency use 
by the World Health 
Organisation, which 

enables the South Af-
rican Health Products 
Regulatory Authority 
to expeditiously con-
sider the application 

from Sinovac.

●	 Cabinet is reminding all South 
Africans to remain vigilant 
and adhere to the restrictions 
under Alert Level 2 of the 
national lockdown. The third 
wave is imminent and we 
have the power to flatten the 
curve. Let us take the respon-
sibility of:

	 wearing masks in public; 
	 adhering to social distancing 

of at least 1,5 metres; 
	 always washing hands with 

soap and water or using a 
70% alcohol-based hand 

sanitiser; and 
	 avoiding public places and 

mass gatherings.

	 Quarterly Labour Force 
Survey (QLFS)

●	 Cabinet noted the results of 
the QLFS for the first quarter 
of 2021 that show that the 
number of employed persons 
remained almost unchanged 
at 15,0 million, with a slight 
decrease of 28 000 in the first 
quarter of 2021. The number 
of unemployed persons also 
remained almost unchanged 
at 7,2 million compared to 
the fourth quarter of 2020 
(increased by 8 000). 

●	 The number of discouraged 
work-seekers increased by 
201 000 (6,9%) between 
the two quarters, with a net 
increase of 164 000 in the not 
economically active popula-
tion.

●	 These minor changes resulted 
in the official unemployment 
rate increasing by 0,1 of a 
percentage point from 32,5% 
in the fourth quarter of 2020 
to 32,6% in the first quarter of 
2021 – the highest since the 
start of the QLFS in 2008. 

●	 The unemployment rate 
according to the expanded 
definition of unemployment 
increased by 0,6 of a percent-
age point to 43,2% in Quarter 
1 of 2021 compared to Quarter 
4 of 2020.

●	 The official unemployment 
rate among youth (15-34 
years) was 46,3% in Quarter 
1 of 2021. The rate was 9,3% 
among university graduates. 

●	 Formal sector employment 
increased by 79 000 while 
the other sectors experienced 
declines in employment in 
Quarter 1 of 2021. 

●	 Informal sector employment 
decreased by 19 000 (0,8%), 
Private households by 70 000 
(5,8%) and employment in 
Agriculture decreased by 	
18 000 (2,2%).

●	 Some industries created jobs 
while others lost jobs be-
tween Quarter 4 of 2020 and 
Quarter 1 of 2021, resulting in 
a net decline of 28 000 in total 
employment. Employment 
mainly increased in Finance 
(up by 215 000) and other 
industries that had job gains 
include Community and So-
cial Services (16 000), Utilities 
(16 000), Mining (12 000) and 
Manufacturing (7 000) 

● 	Job losses were observed in 
Construction (87 000), Trade 
(84 000), Private households 
(70 000), Transport (40 000) 
and Agriculture (18 000).

	 Gross domestic prod-
uct (GDP) results

●	 The South African economy 
grew by 1,1% in the first quar-
ter of 2021 (January-March), 
translating into an annualised 
growth rate of 4,6%. This 
follows a revised 1,4% (annu-
alised: 5,8%) rise in real GDP 
in the fourth quarter of 2020.

●	 The finance, mining and 
trade industries were the 
main drivers of output on the 
production (supply) side of 
the economy, while household 
spending and changes in in-
ventories helped spur growth 
on the expenditure (demand) 
side.

●	 Despite this being the third 
consecutive quarter of posi-
tive growth, the South African 
economy is 2,7% smaller than 
it was in the first quarter of 
2020.

	 Energy security
●	 Cabinet acknowledged the 

frustration of South Africans 
with the continuing power 
outages due to failures in the 
Eskom infrastructure electrici-
ty networks. 

Cabinet remains 
committed to the 

implementation of the 
Integrated Resource 
Plan 2030, which is 

based on a diversified 
energy mix that will 
reduce reliance on 
a single or a few 
primary energy 

sources.

●	 The Department of Mineral 
Resources and Energy has 
also opened Bid Window 
5 of the Renewable Energy 
Independent Power Producer 
Procurement Programme to 
procure 2 600 megawatts 
of wind and solar power to 

support the national grid. 
●	 The electricity regulation 

reforms have also enabled 
municipalities with the ca-
pacity to purchase their own 
power from other alternative 
power producers. This will 
alleviate pressure from the 
Eskom power grid.

	 Protests 
●	 Cabinet condemned the 

recent violent protests in 
Soweto that resulted in the 
shutdown of the community 
and appeals to protesters to 
exercise calm and restraint. 

Although the right 
to peaceful protest 
is a vital part of a 

democratic society, it 
should be exercised 
within the confines 
of the law and not 

infringe on the rights 
of others.

● 	Government is committed to 
working with communities 
across the country to improve 
their living conditions. 

	 Crime prevention
●	 Cabinet commends the work 

of the multidisciplinary team 
which seized 800kg of com-
pressed pure cocaine with an 
estimated street value of R400 
million. 

●	 Cabinet expressed concern at 
the increase in reported cases 
of vehicle spiking on the coun-
try’s highways and secluded 
roads, which have resulted 
in the robbery and killing of 
some of the motorists. It called 
on law-enforcement agencies 
to intensify their efforts to 
bring the perpetrators of this 
heinous crime to book.

Cabinet called on 
members of the 

community to report 
crime, including 

drug-related activi-
ties, to the police and 

not to take the law 
into their own hands 

or resort to mob 
justice.  

	 Committee of African 
Heads of State and 
Government on Climate 
Change (CAHOSCC)

●	 His Excellency President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, in his capacity 
as the Coordinator of the 
CAHOSCC, participated in its 
virtual meeting on Tuesday, 8 
June 2021. 

●	 The meeting adopted the 
CAHOSCC Coordinators 
Report on its importance 
for Africa in preparation for 
the 26th Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations 
(UN) Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change, the 
developments on the work of 
the African Climate Change 
programmes and the African 
Green Stimulus Programme. 

●	 The summit reaffirmed that 
the international commu-
nity needs to significantly 
scale up its efforts, raise the 
level of ambition and support 
developing countries with the 
means to implement climate 
actions in view of our differen-
tiated responsibilities. 

●	 All African countries require 
support from international 
partners and our development 
space should be respected to 
achieve our climate goals and 
ambitions, while contributing 
our fair share to the global 
effort.

●	 The meeting affirmed the 
need for the recognition of our 
different national circum-
stances and capacities as it is 
not realistic to expect Africa 
to meet the same timelines 
as developed countries to 
transition our economies and 
to disinvest from fossil fuels. 

●	 This is important, especial-
ly given the high levels of 
inequality, unemployment and 
developmental needs across 
our continent, particularly 
among women and the youth. 

●	 Furthermore, we need to 
send a clear signal that 
implementation and ambition 
apply equally to mitigation, 
adaptation and support. 

	 UN Human Rights Coun-
cil (UNHRC) Resolution 
on Palestinian Territo-
ries

●	 Cabinet welcomed the adop-
tion of the UNHRC Resolution 
on ensuring respect for inter-
national human rights law and 
international humanitarian law 
in the Palestinian territories, 
including East Jerusalem and 
in Israel. 

●	 The resolution further called 
for the urgent establishment 
of an independent interna-
tional commission of inquiry 
to investigate all alleged viola-
tions of human rights. Cabinet 
emphasised the importance 
of a just and lasting solution 
to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict based on the existence of 
two states. 

	 Extension of the Na-
tional State of Disaster 

●	 Cabinet approved the exten-
sion of the National State of 
Disaster on COVID-19 until 
15 July 2021, in terms of Sec-
tion 27(5)(c) of the Disaster 
Management Act, 2002 (Act 
57 of 2002). 

●	 The extension enables the 
country to continue with 
non-pharmaceutical inter-
ventions against COVID-19.  

	 Progress reports on 
the implementation 
of the Medium Term 
Strategic Framework 
(MTSF)

●	 Cabinet approved the 
performance reports on the 
implementation of the MTSF 
2019-2024 that have been 
compiled by the Department 
of Planning, Monitoring and 
Evaluation.   

●	 The COVID-19 pandemic 
has impacted on the imple-
mentation of the MTSF. A 
number of targets within the 
priority areas remained on 
course for the period under 
review whilst there is a 
notable delay on some of the 
performance targets, some 
due to budget reprioritisa-
tion. 

●	 The performance reports will 
be released to the public and 
cluster Ministers will hold 
separate media briefings to 
unpack reports both on the 
successes and interventions 
underway to improve the 
performance.

	 Framework Document 
on South Africa’s Na-
tional Interests

●	 Cabinet approved the 
Framework Document on 
South Africa’s National 

Interests in its engagement 
with both domestic and 
international issues. The 
framework document draws 
from the Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa of 
1996 and the National Devel-
opment Plan.

●	 The document outlines 
amongst others the 
country’s position on its 
national sovereignty and 
constitutional order; safety 
and well-being of its citizens; 
its economic prosperity 
and country’s approach in 
building a better Africa and a 
better world.

●	 The document will be made 
available to the public 
through the government 
website (www.gov.za) and 
that of the Department of 
International Relations and 
Cooperation (www.dirco.gov.
za). 
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UPCOMING EVENT

	 G7 Leaders’ Summit  
●	 Cabinet is confident that South 

Africa’s participation at the G7 
Leaders’ Summit in the United 
Kingdom from 11 to 13 June 
2021, led by President Rama-
phosa, is an opportunity to 
champion a number of pressing 
issues for our country and the 
continent.

●	 Gatherings such as the G7 
Leaders’ Summit are important 
opportunities for South Africa 
to promote its view of a fairer 
and more peaceful world. 
South Africa will highlight the 
socio-economic devastation 
wrought by the pandemic, and 
will also profile how we are 

emerging from this devastation 
due to our prudent fiscal and 
social policies. 

●	 South Africa will also use the 
G7 Leaders’ Summit to further 
lobby for a temporary waiver of 
the Agreement on Trade-Re-
lated Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights at the World 
Trade Organisation to ensure 
equitable access to COVID-19 
vaccines.

●	 This will enable countries 
to manufacture their own 
vaccines and pave the way 
for the development of a local 
pharmaceutical manufacturing 
industry in our country and on 
the continent. 
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