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e The recently established spe-
cial coordination centre aims
to strengthen the collective
efforts among law-enforce-
ment agencies to prevent, de-
tect, investigate and prosecute
COVID-19-related corruption.
[t comprises the:

. . v/ Financial Intelligence Centre;
corruptlon negatwew aﬁem v/ Independent Police Investiga-
service delivery in communities. tive Directorate;

v/ National Prosecuting Authori-
ty;

v/ Directorate for Priority Crime

m Abuse of resources for Investigation (the Hawks);
Coronavirus Disease //Cabinet has called on\\ v/ Crime Intelligence;
(COVID-19) interven- all public institutions v/ Detective Service;
tions to uphold the highest v/ South African Revenue
Cabinet reflected with disap- standards of integrity Service;
pointment on recent reports of and accountability, and v/ Special Investigating Unit
acts of corruption and theft of fulfil their mandates (SIU); and
the much-needed resources effectively and v/ State Security Agency.
that government has allocated efficiently. Cabinet e Allegations of corruption that
to save lives and livelihoods remains committed are being investigated include
during the COVID-19 pan- to building a capable, the fraudulent distribution
demic. ethical and devel- of food parcels, social relief
Some unscrupulous individu- opmental state. It grants, procurement of PPEs
als and companies have been supports the recent and other medical supplies,
looting state resources that call by President Cyril and the looting of the Unem-
were meant to provide food to Ramaphosa for law- ployment Insurance Fund's
needy families and personal enforcement agencies COVID-19 Temporary Employ-
protective equipment (PPEs) to do whatever they ee/Employer Relief Scheme.
to frontline officials, particular- can to arrest those e To speed up and strength-
ly healthcare workers. involved in corruption, en the process of dealing
Such criminal and immoral irrespective of who with corruption, President
activities included inflating they are and ensure Ramaphosa recently signed a
quoted prices, intercepting they recover the looted proclamation authorizing the
and redirecting food parcels funds. SIU to investigate any unlaw-
meant for the poor, and ful or improper conduct in the
acts of fraud involving funds e Government has over the procurement of any goods,
designated to alleviate the years introduced various in- works and services during or
hardships of employees and terventions to fight against the related to the national state of
businesses affected by the scourge of corruption, which disaster in any state institution.
shutting down of economic negatively affects the delivery e The SIU is empowered to
activities during the national of services to the poor and probe any allegations relating
lockdown. vulnerable. to the misuse of COVID-19
KEY DECISIONS
= National Digital and interventions and outcomes ration programme under the

Future Skills Strategy to enable our country to theme: "Realising women's
e Cabinet approved the pub- give expression to South rights for an equal future”
lication of the Strategy. The Africa's commitment to the e This year's Women's Month
Strategy is the outcome of Paris Agreement on climate focuses on a call to action
the White Paper on National change. to champion women'’s rights
Integrated Information and e The strategy that was and gender equality.
Technology that was pub- developed in consultation
lished in September 2016. with government, the private Government is
e The strategy responds to a sector and local commu- committed to the
coordinated framework to nities is aimed at reducing fight to eradicate
promote skills capacity for the vulnerability of society, gender-based vio-
all sectors of the economy the economy and the lence and femicide
within the context of digital environment to the effects (GBVF). Cabinet this
transformation and techno- of climate change. week approved three
logical advancement of the e |talso provides an integrat- Bills for submission
Fourth Industrial Revolution. ed and coordinated ap- to Parliament, which
It provides for a futuristic proach to the management will strengthen our
and collaborative implemen- of adaptation measures in justice system to
tation approach, which will response to the impacts of support and protect
include the private sector, climate change. victims of GBVF.
academia and society as a e Now that it has been
whole. adopted, the Department of e The month-long pro-
Environment, Forestry and gramme will enhance the
= National Climate Fisheries will coordinate mobilisation of women and
Change Adaptation all levels of government, strengthen organised for-
Strategy (NCCAS) business and civil society in mations of women towards
e Cabinet approved the implementation. The 10-year a sustainable path of action
NCCAS for implementation. plan will be reviewed every on issues affecting them.
This strategy serves as the five years. e Nationwide Televised
country’s National Adapta- Activity
tion Plan as required by the = Women's Month Com- v/ By: President Ramapho-
United Nations Framework memoration, August sa (with a panel of guest
Convention on Climate 2020 speakers).
Change. The NCCAS e Cabinet approved the v/ When: Sunday, 9 August

2020.
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GBVF Bills approved
Cabinet approved the submis-
sion of the three GBV Bills to
Parliament:

Criminal Law (Sexual Of-
fences and Related Matters)
Amendment Bill of 2020;
National Register for Sexual
Offences); and

Domestic Violence Amend-
ment Bill.

These Bills respond to a num-
ber of issues raised during
the Presidential Summit
Against GBVF held in 2018 in
respect of the criminal justice
system.

The amendments provide a
victim-centred response in
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the criminal justice system in
respect of sexual offences.

It tightens bail conditions for
perpetrators of sexual offenc-
es.

Warrants of arrest will no
longer be a requirement prior
to law-enforcement agencies
responding to reported sexual
crimes.

Parole conditions are also
strengthened and minimum
sentences increased.

The amendments also
strengthen the consequences

funds across all spheres of
the State and institute civil
proceedings to recover any
damages or losses incurred
by the State.

To ensure that action is taken
speedily, the President will
receive interim reports on
investigations every six weeks.
He will also get reports from
the Health Sector Anti-Cor-
ruption Forum that is tasked
to investigate irregularities
and maladministration in the
health sector.

Cabinet also welcomes the
amendments to the original
regulations of the Commission
of Inquiry into Allegations of
State Capture, Corruption and
Fraud in the Public Sector,
including Organs of State. The
amended regulations will now
allow for the sharing of infor-
mation by the commission
with other law-enforcement
agencies. This will help to
expedite the investigation and
prosecution of corruption-re-
lated cases.

As part of strengthening these
interventions, Cabinet also
approved the setting up of

a team of five Ministers to,
amongst others, look into all
COVID-19-related procure-
ments made during the lock-
down period and strengthen
current procurement systems.
The team comprises:

Minister of Justice and Cor-
rectional Services, Mr Ronald
Lamola (Convenor);

Minister of Finance, Mr Tito
Mboweni,

Minister of Public Service
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Crime statistics will in
the future be released

quarterly, and we

certainly believe that,
the new approach will
allow for timeous
intervention measures
aimed at crime
reduction.

ister of Pol

of contravening a protection
order.

The Criminal Law (Sexual Of-
fences and Related Matters)
Amendment Bill also amends
the National Register for Sex
Offenders by:

broadening its scope from
only children and mental-

ly disabled persons, and
extends it to protect all
vulnerable groups.

Persons who are in this regis-
ter are compelled to disclose
this information when they
submit applications to work
with these groups.

The Domestic Violence
Amendment Bill facilitates the
obtaining of protection orders
against acts of domestic
violence via electronic means.
It obliges the Department

of Social Development and
Department of Health to
provide certain services to
victims of domestic violence
and aligns the provisions of
the Domestic Violence Act,
1998 (Act 116 of 1998) with the
provisions of the Protection
from Harassment Act, 2011
(Act 17 of 201).

Cannabis for Private
Purposes Bill of 2020
Cabinet approved the sub-
mission to Parliament of the
Cannabis for Private Purpos-
es Bill of 2020 for processing.
The Bill gives effect to a Con-
stitutional Court judgement
that declared unconstitutional
some parts of the Drugs and
Drug Trafficking Act, 1992 (Act
140 of 1992) and Medicines
and Related Substances Con-

and Administration, Mr Senzo
Mchunu,

Minister of Cooperative
Governance and Traditional
Affairs, Dr Nkosazana Dlamini
Zuma; and

Minister in The Presidency, Mr
Jackson Mthembu.

All government departments
will be expected to submit

all procurement contracts
awarded during this period

to this ministerial team to be
published and made accessi-
ble to the public.

Cabinet welcomes the
announcement that at least 36
corruption-related cases are at
various stages of investigation
and prosecution. These cases
send a strong message that
government will not tolerate
any acts of corruption, partic-
ularly among its officials, and
that all perpetrators will be
arrested and prosecuted.

/// Corruption is the \\

biggest crime that robs
the poor and deprives
them of basic services.
As a society, we are
responsible for the
fight against corrup-
tion and should expose
it without fear or
favour. Cabinet
urges the public to use
the different national
and sectoral anti-
corruption hotlines
created to support
efforts to expose and
pursue corruption-

related allegations.

trol Act, 1965 (Act 101 of 1965).
The judgement was suspend-
ed for 24 months to allow
Parliament to correct those
sections. This Bill regulates
the use and possession of
cannabis, and the cultivation
of cannabis plants by an adult
for personal use. It provides
the limit of the quantity of
cannabis that may be pos-
sessed by an adult

and criminalizes the

smoking of cannabis in

public places.

Fund Raising
Amendment Bill of 2017
Cabinet approved the submis-
sion of the Bill to Parliament.
The Bill rationalizes the
Fund-Raising Act, 1978 (Act
107 of 1978), by consolidating
the existing three funds -
Disaster Relief Fund, South
African Defence Force Fund
and Refugee Relief Fund

- into one National Social
Development and Relief Fund.
The fund will thereafter focus
on proactive mitigations of
disasters and promote the so-
cial development of commu-
nities. The consolidated fund
will assist in streamlining the
administrative processes, and
enable efficient services to
poor communities and reduce
costs. It will consolidate the
three boards into one board.
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