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     17 September 2025

ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

Cabinet 
Statement
OnOn

International 
relations 
	 The 80th Session of the United 

Nations General Assembly (UNGA 
80)

●	 President Cyril Ramaphosa will lead 
the South African delegation. South 
Africa will participate at the 80th Ses-
sion of the United Nations General As-
sembly (UNGA 80) under the theme: 
“Better together: 80 years and more 
for peace, development and human 
rights” from 23 to 29 September 
2025 in New York, USA. 

●	 South Africa will use this platform to 
reinforce its commitment to global 
multilateralism, human rights for all 
and sustainable development as a 
collective responsibility and peaceful 
resolution of conflicts with special em-
phasis on the conflicts in the eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan 
and Palestine. In addition, South 
Africa will use UNGA  80 to promote 
South Africa’s G20 Presidency agen-

da. 
●	 The President will hold bilateral meet-

ings with several of his counterparts 
and meet with CEOs of major interna-
tional companies.

●	 Ministers Tau and Lamola have trav-
elled ahead to engage on discussions 
regarding the SA-USA trade deal and 
UN special sessions respectively. 

●	 The other Ministers in the delegation 
will report their engagements during 
their UNGA stay. 

Justice and crime 
prevention
	 Madlanga Commission of Inquiry
●	 Cabinet welcomed the commence-

ment of the hearings of the Judicial 
Commission of Inquiry into Criminality, 
Political Interference and Corruption 
in the Criminal Justice System – 
commonly known as the Madlanga 
Commission.

●	 Cabinet calls on anyone who may 
have information that could assist 

the work of the commission to make 
contact via madlangacommission@
behonest.co.za or 0800 111 369.

	 Khampepe Commission on Truth 
and Reconciliation Conciliation 
(TRC) matters

3.2.1	Cabinet welcomed the 
commencement of the  
Khampepe Commission.

3.2.2	The commission has already held 
meetings with complainants and 
government representatives.

Governance
	 National Executive Meeting with 

the North-West Provincial Execu-
tive Council

●	 Cabinet welcomed the outcomes of 
the meeting between the National 
Executive with the Provincial Execu-
tive Council of the North-West. This 
is the seventh engagement between 
the National and Provincial Execu-
tive Councils aimed at strengthening 
intergovernmental coordination and 
improving service delivery in line with 
the priorities of the 7th Administration.

●	 This meeting underscored a renewed 
commitment to improve service 
delivery in the province. It affirmed 
the close cooperation across spheres 
of government to deliver critical 
infrastructure such as the rebuilding 
of roads, provision of water infrastruc-
ture and energy availability for power-
ing the province’s industrial ambitions.

●	 The meeting committed to work 
closely with the North-West Provincial 
Government to ensure the resolution 
of challenges currently plaguing mu-
nicipalities in the province.

UPDATES TO CABINET

CONDOLENCES
Cabinet expressed condolences to the friend-

sand family of:

●	 the people and government of Qatar on 

the loss of lives following an unprovoked 

attack carried out by the Israeli Defence 

Force in Doha on a civilian building in a 

residential area.

●	 former Springboks fullback, Bevin Fortuin, 

who played two tests for the Springboks, 

against Ireland in Dublin in 2006, and 

against Australia in Sydney in 2007.

●	 former Springboks flanker, Jan Boland 

Coetzee, who played for the Springboks 

between 1974 and 1976. He was also a 

renowned wine maker in the Stellenbosch 

area where he transformed Vriesenhof 

Vineyard into a world class winery. 

●	 four dancers from renowned Maskandi 

artist, Sibonelo Hlongwane’s group, who 

died in a car crash while travelling from 

a performance in Bergville to Johannes-

burg.

CONGRATULATIONS
Cabinet extends its congratulations and well 

wishes to:

●	 the Springboks for their record 43-10 

win against New Zealand, to retain the 

Freedom Cup during the Castle Lager 

Rugby Championship.

●	 Alan Hatherly for winning the Mountain 

Bike World Championships in Valais, 

Switzerland, and for retaining the title for 

the second year in a row.

●	 Retief Goosen on winning the Sanford 

International by two shots at Minnehaha 

Country Club in Sioux Falls, South Da-

kota. The win secured Retief Goosen his 

fourth career PGA Tour Championship.

●	 Team South Africa for making history 

at the 2025 World Athletics Champion-

ships in Tokyo by having two sprinters 

in the men’s 100m final for the first time, 

with Gift Leotlela finishing fifth in 9.95 

seconds and Akani Simbine 7th in 10.04 

seconds.

●	 South African singer Tyla Laura Seethal, 

popularly known as Tyla, who won the 

Best Afrobeats Award at the 2025 MTV 

Video Music Awards for her hit single 

“Push 2 Start”.

●	 Onalerona Tsiane and Mosa Letsoela, 

known as the Tee Sisters, for represent-

ing the country at the Teen Entrepre-

neurship World Cup 2025 where they 

received two awards for advancing UN 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

– SDG 1: “End poverty in all its forms 

everywhere” and SDG 10: “Reduced 

Inequalities.”

●	 The South African National Committee 

on Irrigation and Drainage team, chaired 

by Prof Sylvester Mpandeli, for being 

awarded with four World Heritage Irriga-

tion Structures Awards at the 4th World 

Irrigation Forum. This awards ceremony 

took place on 7 September 2025 in 

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. Prof Mpandeli 

is a University of Venda alumnus and an 

Adjunct Professor at the university.

•	 Recipients in the various categories 

of the 2025 South African Women in 

Science Awards:

●	 Professors Brenda Morrow, Lucy Molele-

ki and Alison September in the Natural 

and Engineering Sciences category;

●	 Professors Jill Hanass-Hancock, Sarojini 

Nadar and Shanaaz Mathews in the Hu-

manities and Social Sciences category; 

and 

●	 Professors Carolyn McKinney and Zilun-

gile Mkhize-Kwitshana for their success 

in promoting public engagement with 

research.

●	 Professor Jill Farrant who received the 

Lifetime Achievement Award for her pio-

neering work on drought-resistant crops 

in the National Research Foundation 

Awards.

●	 Professor Liza Korsten who received 

the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 

National Science and Technology Fo-

rum-South32 Awards for her work in plant 

health and food safety.

Available online, visit  
www.vukuzenzele.gov.za

STAY 
INFORMED,  
STAY AHEAD!

Subscribe to the 
Vuk'uzenzele mailing list

BILLS

	 National Economic Development and  
Labour Council Bill

●	 Cabinet approved the draft National Economic 
Development and Labour Council (Nedlac) 
Bill, 2025 for public comments. 

●	 The draft Bill will repeal the Nedlac Act of 
1994 and proposes alignment of Nedlac’s 
institutional arrangements to changes in the 
constitutional legal order that have occurred 
since 1994. 

●	 The draft Bill also provides for the Minister to 
make regulations on admission and mem-
bership thresholds through a process that 
includes consultation and public admissions, 
making the system more transparent.
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	 Draft National Entrepreneurship 
Strategy 

●	 Cabinet approved publication of 
the draft National Entrepreneurship 
Strategy (NES) and Implementation 
Plan for public comment. 

●	 The strategy aims to promote 
participation of young people and 
historically disadvantaged business-
es in the economy by incentivising 

entrepreneurship and ensuring 
sustainability of Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

●	 Furthermore, the NES makes 
proposals on how to promote the 
culture of entrepreneurship in South 
Africa by providing an enabling 
environment for entrepreneurial 
activity, as well as creating a sup-
portive environment for MSMEs to 

be sustainable and thrive. This will 
be achieved by focusing on five key 
critical pillars of the strategy namely: 
(i) Enhancing entrepreneurship 
education and skills development; 
(ii) Facilitating technology exchange 
and innovation; (iii) Improving 
access to finance and markets; (iv) 
Optimising the business regulatory 
environment; and (v) Promoting 

awareness and networking. Overall, 
the strategy aims to increase formal 
economic participation, address high 
youth unemployment by promot-
ing youth entrepreneurship and 
providing strategic direction and 
roadmap that integrate the work of 
other key departments and strategic 
partners. In addition, the strategy 
aims to coordinate the ecosystem 

for entrepreneurship development 
in the country, including recommen-
dations for entrepreneurship to be 
incorporated into the curricula of the 
departments of Basic and Higher 
Education as a viable career choice.

	 Honouring ex-political prisoners
●	 The Department of Sport, Arts and Culture, 

in partnership with the Association for 
Ex-Political Prisoners and the Robben Island 
Museum, will host a reunion of ex-political 
prisoners on 27 September on Robben 
Island.

●	 The gathering pays tribute to over 1 700 
political prisoners who were held on Robben 
Island and other facilities across the coun-
try, and is part of preserving the history of 
the struggle for freedom. 

●	 The reunion will also include veterans from 
Namibia, Lesotho and Botswana, reflecting 
the interlinks in the southern African libera-
tion struggle.

	 Justice, Crime Prevention and Security 
(JCPS) Community Outreach Programme

●	 The JCPS Cluster will host a community 
outreach programme on 18 September 
2025 at the Mthatha Stadium, Eastern 
Cape, as part of the Integrated Crime and 
Violence Prevention Strategy. 

●	 The outreach is expected to forge stronger 
partnerships and drive lasting, communi-
ty-driven solutions to create safer and more 
resilient communities, with a particular 
focus on Mthatha, which has been identified 
as a crime hotspot.

	 G20 Leaders’ Summit preparatory meet-
ings

●	 The following G20 Summit preparatory 
meetings were held over the past few 
weeks:

x	 The 3rd Tourism Working Group meeting 
held on 11 September 2025 in Mpumalan-
ga, consolidated inputs and deliverables in 
preparation for the G20 Tourism Ministers’ 
meeting on 12 September 2025.

x	 The G20 Tourism Ministers’ meeting held 
on 12 September 2025 in Mpumalanga 
brought together Tourism Minister’s to fi-
nalise the action plan that is poised to drive 
sustainable tourism development among the 
G20 member countries.

x	 The 3rd Global Partnership for Financial 

Inclusion meeting was held on 11 and 12 
September 2025 in the Western Cape to 
develop practical, innovative and inclusive 
solutions to ensure that growth includes 
everyone and leaves no one behind.

x	 The Cities of Johannesburg and Tshwane 
co-hosted the Urban 20 (U20) Mayoral 
Summit from 12 to 14 September 2025 in 
Johannesburg. It brought together Mayors 
from G20 cities to collectively address 
pressing urban challenges, while ensuring 
that the priorities of cities are elevated with-
in the G20 agenda.

x	 The Global SME Finance Forum which took 
place from 15 to 17 September 2025 in 
Gauteng, brought together 1 200 partic-
ipants from over 60 countries and 240 
financial institutions. As an official side 
event of the G20 South Africa Presidency, 
the forum explored innovative financing 
mechanisms, including blended finance 
structures and guarantee programmes that 
could unlock previously inaccessible capital 
for local businesses.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Economy
	 Economic growth
●	 Cabinet welcomed the latest GDP figures, which show that the economy has grown 

0.8% in the second quarter of 2025, an improvement from 0.1% growth in the first 
quarter.

The 0.8% GDP growth reflects a broad-based recovery across key 

sectors. Eight industries recorded growth in the second quarter, 

with key sectors such as manufacturing, mining and trade 

returning to growth territory. Rising household consumption 

also reflects an improvement in disposable income and this is 

confirmed through improved reported inflation figures.

Cabinet further welcomed Fitch’s decision to affirm South Africa’s 

long-term foreign and local currency debt ratings and 

maintain the stable outlook.

The ratings are supported by a favourable government debt 

structure that is mostly local currency denominated, with long 

maturities and strong institutions and a credible monetary 

policy framework. According to Fitch, the progress being made 

under government’s Operation Vulindlela phase 2 reforms 

focused on fixing network infrastructure (electricity, logistics and 

water) have alleviated loadshedding and ended the decline in 

freight volume transported, contributing to Fitch’s forecast of a 

modest increase in real GDP growth.

Fitch’s affirmation signals continued investor confidence in the 

country’s fiscal management and institutional strength. 

	 Call for applications
●	 Students in the higher education sector and those in Matric are invited to apply for National Students Financial Aid 

Scheme (NSFAS) support for the 2026 academic year that opened on Monday, 15 September 2025 and will close on 
15 November 2025.

●	 Parents, teachers, neighbours and communities are encouraged to assist learners to apply for NSFAS.

	 Presidential Youth Employment 
Initiative 

● Cabinet welcomed the latest Quarterly 
Progress Report of the Presidential 
Youth Employment Intervention (PYEI) 
for April to June 2025, which high-
lights significant strides in creating 
pathways to earning for young South 
Africans.

● More than 5.64 million young people 
registered on the National Pathway 
Management Network (NPMN), sur-
passing the initial target of 5 million. 
Over 1.91 million young people have 
accessed temporary earning oppor-
tunities, reflecting that government’s 

sustained efforts to tackle youth 
unemployment are gaining traction.

● In this quarter alone, more than 234 
000 opportunities were accessed 
by young people through the NPMN. 
These include work experiences, 
skills development programmes and 
income-generating opportunities that 
are equipping young people to tran-
sition into the labour market. Cabinet 
expressed appreciation to all partners 
for their continued contributions and 
reaffirms government’s commitment 
to tackling youth unemployment 
through innovative and scalable 
interventions.


