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A Visionary South African Librarian

Introduction by Muxe Nkondo

Editors
 Muxe Nkondo 

Rocky Ralebipi-Simela

This collection of  essays, written by Seth Paul Manaka’s former students, colleagues, 
and family members is a token of  critical admiration and in recognition of  his work. 
But the volume also stands on its own as a remarkable series of  reflections utilising 
Manaka’s vision in the study of  Librarianship and Information Science in South 
Africa. What is remarkable is that Manaka worked in the two disciplines, not in a 
cursory or discursive way, but with the utmost clarity and integrity.

The subtitle of  this volume, Information for All, then, is in a sense homage to 
Manaka’s passion and commitment to the principle of  access to information as a 
human right. The essays are a tribute to his relentless and uncompromising quest, 
not for final certainty, but for closer analysis and informed assessment. Among the 
contributors are outstanding figures in Librarianship and Information Science in 
their own right, including Peter Lor, Clare Walker, Robert Wedgeworth, John Tsebe, 
Segametsi Molawa, Rocky Ralebipi-Simela, and Maisela Maepa.

This timely work is an impressive and invaluable collection of  original material, 
personal recollections, and memoirs, illuminating the career and legacy of  one of  the 
most outstanding figures in the history of  Librarianship and Information Science in 
South Africa. 
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