Virtual Cabmet Meeting of Wednesday, 21 October 2020

ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

Economy

The Economic Reconstruction
and Recovery Plan that Pres-
ident Cyril Ramaphosa pre-
sented to a Joint Hybrid Sitting
of Parliament on Thursday,

15 October 2020, requires all
sectors to roll up their sleeves
and work together to stabilise
our economy.

The plan builds on the com-
mon ground established by
the social partners - govern-
ment, labour, business and
community organisations —
through intensive and detailed
consultations over the last few
months.

There are four priority areas
that underpin this economic
recovery plan:

The first being a massive roll-
out of infrastructure.

The second priority area is

to expand energy generation
capacity with government
accelerating the implementa-
tion of the Integrated Resource
Plan.

The third key area is that of an
employment stimulus to create
jobs and support livelihoods.
The fourth area focuses on
industrial growth where gov-
ernment will support growth
in local production and make
South African exports more
competitive.

The identified priority areas
will contribute towards build-
ing confidence and placing
South Africa on a new path
for investment and economic
growth following the devasta-
tion caused by the Corona-
virus Disease (COVID-19)
pandemic.

To ensure the regular moni-
toring of the implementation
of the plan, Cabinet approved
the setting up of the National
Economic Recovery Council.
The council will be chaired by
the President and comprises
the Deputy President, Minister
in The Presidency and all the
Ministers in the Economic
Cluster. The council will meet
monthly to oversee implemen-
tation of the economic recon-
struction and recovery plan
and also to interface with the
social partners in the National
Economic Development and
Labour Council.

National State of
Disaster

The extension of the National
State of Disaster to 15 No-
vember 2020, in terms of the
Disaster Management Act,
2002 (Act 57 of 2002), will
enable government to further
minimise the spread of the
virus.

Whilst South Africa has expe-
rienced a massive decrease in
the transmission and spread
of COVID-19 over the past
months, the virus remains with

Asthe country adapts\

tothe ‘new normal’ of
coexisting with COVID-19
and a possible resurgence,
Cabinet once again
urges all South Africans
to continue adhering to
the health protocols of
wearing masks, practising
social distancing and
frequently washing hands
with water and soap or

Ny

e These are the only preventive
measures available to protect

ourselves, our families and
loved ones from contracting
COVID-19.

e Cabinet wishes all those
infected by the virus including
our Minister of Health, Dr Zwe-
li Mkhize and his wife, Dr May
Mkhize, a speedy recovery.

e Cabinet once again wishes to
thank all the frontline health
workers for their commitment
and dedication which led to
the increase in the country’s
COVID-19 recovery rate to
over 90% and keeping our
fatality rate at 2.6%.

m Focus on rural safety

e Cabinet fully supports the
work of our South African
police in arresting those com-
mitting heinous crime in our
country, which includes the
killing and maiming of farmers
and farmworkers throughout
the country.

e The farming community
is an integral part of our
economy, and crime on farms
poses a threat not only to the
personal safety of farmers and
farmworkers but also to the
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country's food security.

Government is fast-tracking
the implementation of the
revised Rural Safety Strategy
to respond to the security
needs of rural communities
and support socio-economic
development.

//Eabinet calls on the nati;\\

toassist the South African
Police Service (SAPS) in
the fight against crime by
joining community police
forums and to report crime
tothe nearest police sta-
tion, call the toll-free Crime
Stop number at 0860010111,
send an anonymous SMS to
Crime Line at 32211 or use
the MySAPS App - the free,
crime-reporting mobile
application available for
smartphones - to provide

anonymous crime tip-offs.

We must work together to root
out crime in our communities
and make our country safer for
all.

Anti-corruption

Cabinet welcomes the arrest
of persons allegedly involved
in various cases of corruption,
fraud, money laundering and
theft. These cases include,
among others, those related to
the looting of COVID-19 social
relief funds, the fraudulent
procurement of COVID-19 per-
sonal protective equipment,
the scandal related to the
asbestos housing project

and failure to report or under
reporting to the South African
Revenue Service. Cabinet fully
appreciates and supports all
endeavours to recover public

protected from violence
K and abuse. j

funds from all those who have
engaged in these fraudulent
activities,

The recent arrests are a
testament that no one is above
the law and they demonstrate
government's commitment

to hold to account those who
continue to break the law by
robbing poor South Africans
of much-needed government
assistance.

Cabinet calls on the public
to play their part by report-
ing those who commit such
crimes to law-enforcement
agencies or calling the
National Anti-Corruption
Hotline on 0800701701,

Gender-based violence
and femicide (GBVF)
The scourge of GBVF and

the abuse of children, which
President Ramaphosa has de-
nounced as the second pan-
demic after COVID-19, remains
a plague on our communities
and we must do our best to
eradicate it. The Bill of Rights
enshrined in the Constitution
of the Republic of South Africa
of 1996 specifically states that
every child has the right to be
protected from maltreatment,
neglect, abuse or degradation.

Cabinet calls on all South
Africans to work together
with our law-enforcement
agencies in ensuring that
all vulnerable groups -
particularly the elderly,
women and children - are

The recent case of two
eight-year-old girls (twins)
from Mpumalanga who were
allegedly abused by their
father, is deeply disturbing and
concerning. One of the girls
reported the incidence to her
school teacher and we must
commend the response by the
school that led to the arrest of
the suspect.

As a law-abiding and
peace-loving nation, we
should all unite in condemning
such heinous crimes with

the utmost contempt they
deserve.
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What you can do to stop violence against women and children

Contact the 24-hour Gender-Based Viclence
Command Centre toll-free number:
to report any form of abuse.

Together we move South Africa forward

Media freedom

The 43rd anniversary of media
freedom, known as Black
Wednesday in South Africa,
was commemorated on Mon-
day, 19 October 2020. This day
reminds us of the significance
of the freedom of expression
in our bill of rights, which
includes, media freedom as
an important tenant, in our
constitutional democracy.
Media Freedom Day marks
the banning of a number of
newspapers and arrests of
their respective editors on 19
October 1977 by the apartheid
police, for exposing the
atrocities committed by the
oppressive regime.

Media continue to play an
important role in entertaining,
educating and informing soci-
ety, as well as interpreting all
facets of our socio-economic
and political lives.

Media remains a vital
partner in strengthening
our democracy and pro-
moting the constitutional
rights of our citizens. The
freedom to perform their
duties comes with the
responsibility to ensure
that they report fairly and
objectively at all times.

Cabinet pays tribute to all
journalists who lost their lives
during these difficult times of
COVID-19, and commits to
respect and uphold freedom of
expression, inclusive of media
freedom in our country.

End-of-year
examinations

Cabinet wishes the 1058 699
million Grade 12 learners good
luck as they begin preparing
for the final examinations due
to start on 5 November 2020
and end on 15 December
2020.

This year the Department
of Basic Education has
recorded the highest num-
ber of Grade 12 learners
that will write their final
exams.

Following interruptions to

the academic year due to
COVID-19, Cabinet appeals to
all parents and guardians to
support their children during
this important time.

//’T he matric class of 2020 ;\

urged to use the resources
made available by govern-
ment through the Woza
Matrics 2020 Catch-Up
campaign (wozamatrics.
c0.za and #wozamatrics)
in preparing for the
National Senior Certificate

examinations. //

CABINET DECISIONS

m Support to the
domestic ferrochrome
industry

e Cabinet approved a number
of interventions to support
domestic ferrochrome
production and its chrome
value-chain sector. The
interventions include the

Enterprises and National
Treasury.

= National Youth Policy
(NYP): 2020-2030

e Cabinet approved the third
revised NYP 2020-2030,
which is a cross-sectoral
policy that was devel-

\/ effective and responsive

youth development machin-
ery.

National Plan of
Action for Children
(NPAC): 2019-2024
Cabinet approved the 4th
NPAC, which gives effect

o The NPAC will also serve as

a framework to provide the
country's progress reports
to both the African Commit-
tee of Experts on the Rights
and Welfare of the Child and
the UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child.

World Trade Organi-
sation (WTO) Direc-
tor-General (DG)
Cabinet supports the
candidature of Dr Ngozi
Okonjo-lweala as the DG of
the WTO. She has previous-
ly served as the Minister of
Finance of Nigeria and as

e The PPD is an alliance of
27 developing countries
that collaborate to promote
South-South cooperation in
population and development,
reproductive health and
gender equality. South Africa
takes over from previous
chairs, China and India.

ture. She was also serving her

second term on the National
Planning Commission.

e family and friends of former
Land Claims Commissioner
in the Western Cape, Ms
Beverley Jansen, who was
a torchbearer in our struggle
against apartheid and played

Devikarani Priscilla Jana,
who was an outstanding and
fearless human rights lawyer
who devoted her practice to
fighting the apartheid regime.
President Ramaphosa has
accorded her a Special
Provincial Official Funeral:
Category Two.

of Mr Zamuxolo Joseph Pe-
ter, who became a member
of the sixth Parliament after
serving in various capacities,
including as the Executive
Mayor of the Makana Local
Municipality in the Eastern
Cape.

e family, friends and colleagues

proposed introduction of the oped by representative to the country’s obligations = Implementation eval- Managing Director of the
export tax on chrome ore, government departments, to the United Nations (UN) uation of the Older World Bank. The candida-
the usage of energy efficien- civil-society partners, insti- Convention on the Rights Persons Act of 2006 ture was also supported
cy technologies on smelters, tutions of higher learning of the Child and the African e Cabinet approved an by the African Ministers of
and the adoption of cogen- and business bodies. It re- Charter on the Rights and evaluation report which Trade chaired by Minister
eration and self-generation places the NYP 2015-2020, Welfare of the Child. was commissioned on the Ebrahim Patel.
technologies. which expires at the end of The five-year plan outlines implementation of the Older e Cabinet wishes Dr Okon-
e The local ferrochrome sector December 2020. the strategic priorities and Persons Act, 2006 (Act 13 jo-Iweala well and looks
is the largest global pro- e The policy proposes five key the implementation mech- of 2006). The proposed forward to a WTO that
ducer of ferrochrome and priorities: anisms in protecting and recommendations on places development at the
is the only stainless-steel ‘/ quality education, skills and harnessing the rights of chil- improving the adherence to heart of its agenda and
producer. It is the biggest second chances; dren. The plan is aligned to the directives of the Older contributes to economic
supplier of stainless steel to ‘/ economic transformation, the Medium Term Strategic Persons Act of 2006 have recovery post COVID-19, If
the automotive industry. entrepreneurship and job Framework that sets out the since been shared with the she is successful in the next
e The proposed interventions creation; actions government will take relevant department. round of processing by the
were put together by a task ‘/ physical and mental health and targets to be achieved e The report can be accessed WTO, she would be the first
team comprising the depart- promotion, including during an electoral term. It from the Department of African and first female to
ments of Mineral Resources COVID-19; will be implemented in col- Planning, Monitoring and be elected to the position of
and Energy, Trade, Industry ‘/ social cohesion and na- laboration with civil-society Evaluation website (www. WTO DG.
and Competition, Public tion-building, and organisations. dpme.gov.za).
MESSAGES
e family, friends and media of MP, Adv Hishaam
colleagues of Mr Dumis- Mohamed, who became a
ane Lubisi, who was the member of the sixth Parlia-
Executive Editor of City ment after the 2019 elections,
Press newspaper. He was after a long and distinguished
. . committed to ensuring that career as the provincial head
Pﬂﬂnﬁrs In Pﬂp“'-ﬂtmn Elrld DEVElﬂme"t [PPD} a plurality of voices found of the Department of Justice
An Inter-Governmental Drganimtiun expression in our country. and Constitutional Develop-
Prumﬂﬁng South-South CWPE-TH“UII e family, friends and colleagues ment in the Western Cape.
of Member of Parliament e family, friends and colleagues
(MP), Ms Dorah Dunana of MP, Ms Thandi Gloria
Dlamini, who became a Mpambo-Sibhukwana, who
= Congratulations m Condolences an important role in the member of the sixth Parlia- became a member of the
e Cabinet congratulates Social Cabinet sent condo- success of land claims by ment after the 2019 elections. sixth Parliament in the Na-
Development Minister lences to the: communities around the She had been a member of tional Assembly, after serving
Lindiwe Zulu on her ap- e family and friends of Dr country. the KwaZulu-Natal Provincial as a permanent delegate
pointment as the Chairperson Vuyokazi Mahlati, who was family, friends and colleagues Legislature between 2014 of the Western Cape in the
of the Partners in Population the Chairperson of the of South African Human and 2019 before serving in National Council of Provinces
and Development (PPD), Presidential Advisory Panel Rights Commission Deputy the National Assembly. during the fifth Parliament.
from 2021 to 2023. on Land Reform and Agricul- Chairperson, Ambassador e family, friends and colleagues She served for many years as

a teacher before becoming
an MP.
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