
1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 
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Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.
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most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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Let’s Grow South Africa Together

Cabinet held its scheduled virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 10 June 2020

2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 

Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.

CABINET DECISIONS 
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CABINET DECISIONS

ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

	 Temporary suspension 
of the Sisonke Vaccina-
tion Programme and the 
recommendation to lift 
it

●	 Cabinet was briefed on the 
temporary suspension of 
the Johnson and Johnson 
(J&J) Sisonke Vaccination 
Programme, which was a pre-
cautionary measure which al-
lowed South Africa’s scientists 
to review the South African 
data on the J&J vaccine. 

●	 This followed the suspension 
of the J&J vaccination roll-out 
programme in the United 
States of America (USA) after 
six people who received the 
J&J vaccine developed a rare 
type of blood clot. 

●	 Another reason for the 
temporary suspension was the 
decision by J&J to voluntarily 
suspend the roll-out of their 
vaccine in the Eurozone.

●	 The temporary suspension in 
South Africa was in line with 
government’s commitment 
to ensure that comprehen-
sive safety measures are 
undertaken regarding the 
vaccine roll-out. The reviewed 
data had confirmed that South 
Africa had not experienced 
any rare blood clots with the 
already vaccinated healthcare 
workers (HCWs).

●	 Cabinet welcomed the 
recommendation by the South 
African Health Products 
Regulatory Authority to lift the 
suspension of the J&J Sisonke 
Vaccination Programme. 

●	 Our scientists will continue to 
monitor all South Africans as 
and when they are vaccinated. 
By mid-April 2021, more than 
292 623 HCWs had been 
vaccinated under the Sisonke 
Vaccination Programme.

	 Vaccination roll-out 
programme 

●	 Cabinet welcomed the 
progress in the signing of 
the contract with J&J on the 
procurement of J&J vaccines 
for the full roll-out programme, 
and commended the Minister 
of Health, Dr Zweli Mkhize 
and the Minister of Trade, 
Industry and Competition, Mr 
Ebrahim Patel, for resolving 
the outstanding matters 
relating to the procurement of 
the vaccines without compro-
mising the position of South 
Africa.

●	 Furthermore, Cabinet 
welcomed the successful 
negotiation of an additional 
10 million doses of the Pfizer 
vaccine, which brings the total 
doses of the Pfizer vaccine to 
30 million. This means South 
Africa will be able to vaccinate 
15 million people with the 
Pfizer vaccine instead of just 
10 million.

To prepare for Phase 2 
of the vaccination roll-
out programme start-
ing on 17 May 2021, 
Cabinet encourages 
people aged 60 years 
and older to register  
on the Electronic Vac-
cination Data System: 
https://vaccine.enroll.

health.gov.za. 
People without access 
to the internet can reg-
ister in person at over 
3 338 vaccination sites 
across the country. 

Mobile teams will also 
be deployed to assist 
the elderly, the home-
less and people living 

in rural areas.  

	 Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) infection 
rates

●	 Cabinet received an update 
on the COVID-19 infections 
across the country and 
commended South Africans 
for their continued adherence 

to the non-pharmaceutical 
health protocols of:

	 wearing a mask when in 
public spaces; 

	 maintaining social distancing 
of about 1.5 metres; 

	 always washing hands with 
soap and water; or

	 using a 70% alcohol-based 
hand sanitiser.  

●	 However, the report also indi-
cated a slight increase of 4,9% 
in persons testing positive in 
the past 14 days, by 18 April 
2021. The cases increased 
from 14 113 in the preceding 
14 days to 14 807 cases in the 
last 14 days. 

●	 The slight increase in cases 
is attributed to cluster resur-
gences in the Free State and 
Northern Cape, and rapid 
response teams have been 
activated to conduct contact 
tracing.

	 Economic recovery 
●	 Cabinet welcomed the 2021 

Annual Front Office Business 
Process Outsourcing (BPO) 
Omnibus Survey, which 
ranked South Africa first in 
the world as a destination for 
BPO. 

●	 The survey extended to over 
600 executives from eight key 
sourcing markets, including 
Australia, Canada, France, 
Germany, Italy, Spain, the 
United Kingdom (UK) and the 
USA.

●	 This affirms the proactive work 
of government and the sector 
in building the country’s BPO 
capacity, with a strong growth 
in call centres, technical sup-
port and back and front office 
services for major multination-
al and South African firms.

The country’s  
sophisticated digital 
infrastructure, skilled 
workforce, knowledge 

in technology and 
financial services, and 
proficiency in English, 
continue to make it an 
attractive destination 

for BPO.

	 Job creation 
●	 Cabinet is pleased that a 

number of government 
interventions to stimulate the 
participation of more South 
Africans in the economy, 
particularly young people, are 
starting to yield results.

●	 The Presidential Employment 
Stimulus that was launched 
in October 2020 to respond 
to the economic impact of 
COVID-19  created or retained 
360 010 jobs by the end of 
February 2021, mostly  for un-
employed youth. In addition, 
the employment stimulus has 
supported the livelihoods of 
60 539 beneficiaries through 
the transfer of support, includ-
ing production vouchers for 
subsistence farmers.

●	 Over 300 000 of these oppor-
tunities came from placing 
young people as assistants in 
schools across the country, 
through the Basic Educa-
tion Employment Initiative. 
These school assistants have 
played an important role in 

strengthening the learning 
environment at schools during 
a difficult time.

	 Infrastructure  
development

●	 Cabinet appreciated the 
progress made in enhancing 
the efficiency and competi-
tiveness of the Port of Durban 
that has resulted in a signifi-
cant reduction of congestion 
and improved turnaround 
times.

●	 His Excellency, President Cyril 
Ramaphosa, visited the Port of 
Durban on Thursday, 15 April 
2021 to assess progress with 
port infrastructure improve-
ment following his meeting 
with port users and stakehold-
ers in October 2019.

●	 Improving the performance 
of South Africa’s ports, par-
ticularly the Port of Durban, 
is central to government’s 
objective of maintaining South 
Africa’s position amongst the 
largest and most efficient trad-
ing ports, and strengthens our 
position as the gateway for 
the region and the continent.

●	 Cabinet also welcomed the 
report from an oversight visit 
to the Saldanha Bay Harbour 
in the Western Cape by Public 
Works and Infrastructure Min-
ister Patricia de Lille –  along 
with Deputy Minister Noxolo 
Kiviet and Dr Kgosientsho 
Ramokgopa, Head of Invest-
ment and Infrastructure in The 
Presidency – on Tuesday, 6 
April 2021.  

●	 The Small Harbours Repairs 
and Maintenance Pro-
gramme, which is a Strategic 
Integrated Project as part of 
the Infrastructure Investment 
Plan approved by Cabinet in 
May 2020, is currently 77% 
complete. It has created a 
total of 611 job opportuni-
ties and various local small, 
medium and micro enterprises 
have benefited to the value 
of R55 million. The project is 
expected to be completed in 
March 2022.

	 Monthly statistical 
reports

●	 Statistics South Africa con-
tinues to release a number of 
monthly reports on the per-
formance of various sectors of 
the economy. Although some 
sectors continue to battle with 
the recovery, the resilience of 
the agriculture, manufacturing 
and mining industries con-
tinues to inspire confidence 
in the recovery of the South  
African economy. 

●	 Cabinet is pleased that 
the implementation of the 
Economic Reconstruction 
and Recovery Plan (ERRP) is 
making a noticeable impact in 
South Africa’s recovery.

	 Bullying at schools
●	 Cabinet expressed concern 

about the prevalence of 
bullying in our schools, which 
included the recent incidents 
at Mbilwi Secondary School 
in Thohoyandou, Limpopo, 
Dinwiddie High School in 
Germiston, Gauteng and 
Mathole High School in Kwa-

Zulu-Natal.
●	 Cabinet was saddened by the 

death of Lufuno Mavhunga 
(15) from Mbilwi Secondary 
School in Thohoyandou, 
Limpopo, and conveyed 
condolences to the Mavhunga 
family and her friends. Cabinet 
called on authorities to speed-
ily investigate the matter and 
ensure effective justice.

●	 Cabinet urged education 
stakeholders, including par-
ents and guardians, to unite 
against bullying to create an 
environment that is conducive 
to learning. 

It is the responsibility 
of each one of us to 
speak up and report 

incidents of bullying to 
the relevant authori-

ties, particularly where 
the victims are unable 

or afraid to do so. 

	 Hate crimes
●	 Cabinet strongly condemned 

the recent rise of LGBTIQ+ 
hate crimes that resulted in 
the deaths of Andile Ntuthela, 
Siphamandla Khoza and 
Nathaniel Mbele.

●	 The Bill of Rights enshrined in 
the Constitution of the Repub-
lic of South Africa of 1996 calls 
on us to respect the rights of 
all members of society with-
out any form of discrimination.

● 	These heinous crimes and 
acts of harassment have no 
place in our democracy, and 
must be condemned in the 
strongest possible terms by all 
of us. 

Cabinet called on 
anyone who may assist 
with the arrest and 
prosecution of the 

perpetrators of these 
crimes to contact the 
police through the toll-
free number 10111 or 

visit the nearest police 
station.

	 African Swine Fever 
(ASF) and Avian Influen-
za  

●	 Cabinet noted the outbreak of 
ASF on a farm in Potchefst-
room in North West as well as 
Avian Influenza (bird flu) on a 
commercial farm in the East 
Rand in Gauteng.

●	 The Department of Agri-
culture, Land Reform and 
Rural Development and other 
relevant stakeholders have 
promptly stepped up security 
measures and imposed a 
quarantine.

●	 ASF is a contagious disease 
that only affects domestic 
and wild pigs. Avian Influenza 
affects poultry and cannot be 
transmitted to humans.

	 Firefighting operations
●	 Cabinet applauded the efforts 

of rescue personnel and fire-
fighters who bravely worked 
around the clock to contain 
fires in Cape Town and at 
Charlotte Maxeke Academic 
Hospital in Johannesburg 
respectively.

●	 The Cape Town fires have 
destroyed historic buildings 

while the fire at Charlotte 
Maxeke Academic Hospital 
necessitated the transfer of 
more than 400 patients to 
other hospitals. 

●	 Cabinet wished those injured 
in the fires a speedy recovery. 
Investigations to determine 
the cause of these fires have 
already started.

	 Mozambique conflict
●	 Cabinet welcomed the efforts 

of the Southern African Devel-
opment Community (SADC) 
to bring about lasting peace 
and security, as well as recon-
ciliation and development, in 
the Republic of Mozambique.

●	 An Extraordinary Double Troi-
ka Summit of Heads of State 
and Government of the SADC 
held on Thursday, 8 April 2020 
in Maputo directed an imme-
diate technical deployment to 
Mozambique.

●	 Cabinet is also satisfied that 
South African citizens in Mo-
zambique have been offered 
consular assistance through 
the Department of Internation-
al Relations and Cooperation’s 
24-hour Consular Command 
Centre. A number of South Af-
rican nationals have returned 
while others have been moved 
to safe areas in Mozambique.

	 Senseless killing of the 
Coka brothers

●	 Cabinet condemned the 
recent senseless killing of two 
brothers, Zenzele and Amos 
Coka, on a farm in Mpumalan-
ga. The siblings were part of a 
group of farm dwellers seek-
ing employment as seasonal 
farmworkers.

●	 Cabinet commended police 
for the quick response in 
arresting the alleged offenders 
who have since appeared at 
the Piet Retief Magistrate’s 
Court. 

Cabinet called for calm 
in the community to 
allow justice to take 
its course and ensure 
that those found guilty 
face the full might of 

the law.

	 Resolution on the pro-
testors in Cape Town

●	 The Minister of Home Affairs, 
Dr Aaron Motsoaledi, briefed 
Cabinet on the progress made 
by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) to resolve the issue 
relating to the protestors in 
Cape Town, who are mainly 
citizens from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

●	 The protesters were temporar-
ily sheltered in Paint City and 
Wingfield in Cape Town under 
the COVID-19 National State 
of Disaster regulations. 

●	 The UNHCR offered to help 
all protestors to resettle in 
communities in and around 
Cape Town. The International 
Organisation for Migration 
also offered those who wish 
to return to their country of 
origin a plane ticket. Cabinet 
welcomes this generous and 
reasonable offer, and urges 
the protestors to accept it.

	 Green Paper on  
Marriages 

●	 Cabinet approved the pub-
lication of the Green Paper 
on Marriages for public con-
sultation. The Green Paper 
seeks to work towards the 
development of a new Single 
Marriage Bill. It also aligns 
the marriage regime with the 
constitutional principle of 
equality.

●	 The paper makes proposals 
on unions of people from all 
sexual orientations, religious 
and cultural persuasions. It 
also proposes the complete 
removal of child marriages in 
our future marriage regime. 

	 Tourism Sector  
Recovery Plan

●	 Cabinet approved the 
Tourism Sector Recovery 
Plan. The plan represents 
the collective response by 

government and the tourism 
sector to the devastation 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The draft plan 
was released for public 
consultation in August 2020. 

●	 The plan proposes seven 
strategic interventions, 
which include stimulating 
domestic demand; launching 
investment and resource 
mobilisation programmes; 
and regional tourism integra-
tion.  

●	 The proposed interventions 
are also aligned to the coun-
try’s ERRP. The objective of 
this plan is to preserve jobs 
and livelihoods, and create 
new job opportunities. The 
plan will also strengthen 
transformational interven-
tions in the sector and drive 
the empowerment of women, 
youth and people with 
disabilities in the sector. 

●	 Tourism Minister Mma-
moloko Kubayi-Ngubane 
launched this Tourism Sector 
Recovery Plan together 
with the tourism industry on 
Thursday, 22 April 2021.

	 Report on the Perfor-
mance of the Research 
and Development 
(R&D) Tax Incentive 
Programme 

●	 Cabinet approved the 
submission of the Report 
on the Performance of R&D 
Tax Incentive Programme 
for 2018/19 to Parliament 
as required by Section 11 D 
of the Income Tax Act, 1962 
(Act 58 of 1962). 

●	 The tax incentive programme 
was introduced to help the 
country achieve about 1% 
of gross domestic product 
target on R&D expenditure 
by 2024. The report will be 

available to the public once 
it has gone through the 
parliamentary process. 

	 No-Fault Compensa-
tion Fund Scheme

●	 Cabinet approved the es-
tablishment of the No-Fault 
Compensation Fund. The 
fund’s establishment is in line 
with the contractual agree-
ments entered into with the 
pharmaceutical companies 
that will be supplying South 
Africa with COVID-19 vac-
cines.

●	 The fund is also important 
for the protection of South 
Africans who may be affect-
ed by side effects of vaccines 
to access better support and 
treatment.

●	 The fund will be established 
through the amendments to 
Section 27 of the Disaster 
Management Act, 2002 (Act 

57 of 2002). It will be chaired 
by a judge.

	 Report of the High-Lev-
el Panel (HLP) on 
Wildlife Management

●	 Cabinet approved the report 
of the HLP on Wildlife 
Management, which was 
established by the Ministry 
of Forestry, Fisheries and 
the Environment to review 
policies, legislation and prac-
tices on matters related to 
the management, breeding, 
hunting, trade and handling 
(welfare and well-being) of 
the country’s endangered 
wildlife species. These in-
clude elephant, lion, leopard 
and rhinoceros. 

●	 The Ministry is expected to 
release the recommenda-
tions of the panel for imple-
mentation and necessary 
consultation.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

	 Freedom Month and 
Freedom Day 

●	 This year’s Freedom Month 
is being celebrated under the 
theme: “The Year of Charlotte 
Maxeke: the Meaning of 
Freedom under COVID-19”.

●	 Cabinet calls on everyone to 

use the Freedom Month and 
Freedom Day celebrations 
to continue to fight the virus 
while striving for greater 
inclusion and social cohesion.

●	 We all have the responsibility 
to use our democracy and 
freedom to work together 

and unite around a common 
agenda to build a united and 
prosperous South Africa.

●	 This year’s celebration will 
adopt a hybrid model with 
the national celebration to be 
hosted in the Free State.

	 World Book Day
●	 World Book Day, also known 

as the International Day of the 
Book, is marked annually on 
23 April. The day is used to 
encourage people to embrace 
books and help establish a 
better reading culture. 

●	 Cabinet calls on South Afri-
cans to support the culture of 
reading and incorporate it into 
their daily lifestyles. 

● 	Reading is a foundational skill 
on which all other learning 
is built and it creates the op-
portunity for access to career 
opportunities. 

MESSAGES

	 Condolences 
	 Cabinet expressed condo-

lences to the family and 
friends of: 

●	 Dr Sindisiwe van Zyl 
(45), the much-loved 
medical doctor and Kaya 
FM host who touched the 
lives of countless people 
and contributed imme- 
nsely to the health and 
well-being of the nation. 

●	 Vukosi Ringani,  
Nhlaluko Maluleke, 
Freedom Rihlamfu, Au-
brey Chauke, Themba 
Nyambi and Tommy 
Masipenda, the six pupils 
from the Jim Chavani Sec-
ondary School in Vhembe 
district, Limpopo who died 
when a bakkie they were 
travelling in crashed into 
a house.

●	 His Royal Highness 
Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh (100) in the 
UK.

●	 Mr Bhekizizwe Vusimuzi  
Mpila (43), who was the 
son-in-law of Deputy 
President David Mabuza.

●	 President Idriss Déby 
Itno (69) of the Republic 
of Chad. Cabinet con-
demned the violence that 
has claimed so many lives, 
including that of President 
Déby, who succumbed to 
injuries he sustained while 
leading his military forces 
against a rebel attack. 

BILL
	 Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill 
●	 Cabinet approved the submission of the Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill to Parliament. The Bill amends Section 154(3) of the Criminal Procedure Act, 1977 (Act 

51 of 1977), which a Constitutional Court judgement found to be failing to protect the identity of child victims of crime in criminal proceedings. 
●	 The current clause protects the identity of child offenders, victims and witnesses against the harmful effect of the publication of their involvement in criminal proceed-

ings up to the age of 18 years.
●	 The proposed amendments prohibit the publication of any information, which reveals or may reveal the identity of an accused or a witness who is or was under the 

age of 18 years at the time of the alleged offence. Publication may only be done after it has been authorised by the judicial officer or presiding judge.

On Wednesday, 21 April 2021, Cabinet held its first physical meeting since the 
introduction of the national lockdown in 2020. This is part of Cabinet transitioning itself 

to the new normal as the country continues to reopen itself.


