
Statement on the virtual Special Cabinet Meeting  
of Tuesday, 14 September 2021

1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 
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Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.

CABINET DECISIONS 
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CABINET DECISIONS

	 Extension of the 
Hydrogen Society 
Roadmap (HSRM)

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
extension	of	the	HSRM	for	
the	next	10	years.		The	HSRM	
gives	effect	to	the	Hydrogen	
South	Africa	Strategy	that	
was	approved	by	Cabinet	in	
2007	to	prepare	the	country	
for	a	hydrogen	economy.	The	
HSRM	builds	on	what	has	
been	achieved	in	the	past	10	
years	to	prepare	South	Africa	
to	move	from	research	and	
development	to	manufactur-
ing	and	commercialisation.	

●	 The	HSRM	effectively	
integrates	all	hydrogen-re-
lated	technologies	in	various	
sectors	of	the	economy	and	
also	fosters	an	inclusive	
economic	growth.	It	positions	
South	Africa	as	a	destination	
with	sustainable	hydrogen	
economic	capability	and	to	
also	expand	export	markets	
on	hydrogen	technologies.		

Local manufacturing of 
hydrogen products and 
components will contrib-
ute towards job creation 
and skills development, 

and also enhance 
economic transforma-
tion that will benefit the 
previously marginalised 
sector of society, partic-
ularly women and youth.

●	 The	HSRM	also	provides	
interventions	that	will	con-
tribute	towards	the	reduction	
of	greenhouse	gas	(GHG)	
emissions.		It	will	amongst	
others	enhance	the	provision	
of	renewable	energy	to	the	
main	electricity	grid	and	it	
proposes	interventions	in	the	
Heavy-Duty	Transport	sector,	
which	is	one	of	the	contribu-
tors	in	GHG	emissions.		

●	 The	roadmap	went	through	
extensive	consultation	with	all	
relevant	stakeholders,		

including	government	de-
partments,	academia,	private	
sector	and	science	councils.	
It	provides	a	coordination	
framework	to	ensure	an	
integration	of	all	hydrogen-re-
lated	technologies	and	skills	
development	for	the	country.	
The	document	will	be	made	
accessible	through	the	
Department	of	Science	and	
Innovation	website:	www.dst.
gov.za.

	 Amended Convention 
on the Physical Protec-
tion of Nuclear Material 
(CPPNM)

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
submission	of	the	amended	
CPPNM	to	Parliament	for	
approval,	in	terms	of	Section	
231(2)	of	the	Constitution	of	
the	Republic	of	South	Africa	
of	1996,	which	states	that:	“An	
international	agreement	binds	
the	Republic	only	after	it	has	
been	approved	by	resolution	
in	both	the	National	Assembly	
and	the	National	Council	of	
Provinces”.	

●	 The	amendments	made	by	
the	International	Atomic	
Energy	Agency	(IAEA)	
strengthen	the	global	mini-
mum	physical	protection	of	
facilities	and	nuclear	material	
used	for	peaceful	purposes.	
As	a	member	of	the	IAEA,	

South	Africa	had	signed	this	
convention	and	subsequently	
ratified	it	in	2007.

The amendments to the 
convention strengthen 
the national security 
of the member states, 
including the physical 

protection requirements 
for nuclear facilities and 

material. 

●	 It	provides	a	list	of	offences	
such	as	the	import	and	export	
of	nuclear	material	without	
prior	authorisation.	It	en-
hances	cooperation	amongst	
member	states	in	the	sharing	
of	information	in	respect	of	
illegal	activities	on	nuclear	
material.

	 Replacement of SAFA-
RI-1 nuclear research 
reactor 

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	setting	
up	of	the	multi-purpose	nucle-
ar	reactor	project	to	replace	
the	current	SAFARI-1	nuclear	
research	reactor	owned	by	the	
South	African	Nuclear	Energy	
Corporation	(NECSA).	The	
reactor	has	been	in	operation	
from	1965	and	its	lifespan	is	
due	to	end	in	2030.

●	 SAFARI-1	is	one	of	the	four	
leading	producers	of	medical	
radioisotopes	in	the	world	

used	to	treat	millions	of	pa-
tients	annually.	It	also	provides	
the	country	with	support	in:

	 science	research;	
	 development	and	innovation	

in	medicine;	
	 agriculture;	
	 paleontology;	and
	 bioscience.			

The replacement will 
ensure South Africa re-
mains one of the leading 
countries in these fields 
and benefits from the 

new technologies in this 
environment. The project 
will be led by a number 
of related departments 
and NECSA as the main 

client.

	 South Africa’s 4th Bien-
nial Update Report

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	submis-
sion	of	the	country’s	4th	Bien-
nial	Update	Report	–	which	
provides	an	update	on	the	
country’s	efforts	to	mitigate	
and	adapt	to	climate	change	–	
to	the	United	Nations	Frame-
work	Convention	on	Climate	
Change	(UNFCCC).	

●	 The	report	outlines	the	
policies	implemented	as	well	
as	the	measures	and	actions	
undertaken	by	the	country	
to	reduce	GHG	emissions.	It	
also	provides	an	update	on	

the	transitioning	interventions	
towards	a	lower	carbon	econ-
omy	guided	by	the	National	
Climate	Change	Response	
Policy	White	Paper.

South Africa has made a 
commitment to contrib-
ute fairly to the global 
efforts to stabilise GHG 
emissions within the 

country’s developmental 
priorities. As a signatory 
to the UNFCCC, South 
Africa is expected to 
submit these updated 

reports regularly.

	 Nationally Determined 
Contribution (NDC)

●	 Cabinet	approved	South	
Africa’s	revised	NDC	climate	
change	mitigation	target	
range	for	2030	for	submission	
to	the	UNFCCC.	South	Africa	
has	revised	its	target	range	
for	2025	to	398	to	510	and	for	
2030	to	350	–	420	Metric	tons	
of	Carbon	Dioxide	equivalent	
(Mt	CO2-eq).		

●  Under	the	Paris	Agreement	all	
parties	are	required	to	deposit	
NDCs	every	five	years.	South	
Africa	deposited	its	first	
NDC	with	the	UNFCCC	in	
October	2015,	committing	to	
keep	national	GHG	emissions	
within	a	range	from	398	to	
614	Mt	CO2-eq	for	2025	and	
2030.	The	Paris	Agreement	
also	seeks	to	lower	the	global	
temperatures	to	well	below	
two	degrees	Celsius	and	
pursue	efforts	to	1.5	degrees	
Celsius.

● All	parties	were	expected	
to	update	their	2015	targets	
in	2020	to	ensure	they	are	
aligned	to	the	latest	science.

●  The	revised	target	range	takes	
into	account	the	latest	reports	
of	the	Intergovernmental	
Panel	on	Climate	Change,	
and	is	aligned	with	all	the	
stakeholders	that	contribute	
towards	the	country’s	efforts.

BILLS

	 Marine Pollution (Pre-
vention of Pollution 
from Ships) Amend-
ment Bill of 2021

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	Marine	
Pollution	(Prevention	of	
Pollution	from	Ships)	Amend-
ment	Bill	of	2021	for	public	
comment.	The	Amendment	
Bill	seeks	to	amend	the	
Marine	Pollution	(Prevention	
of	Pollution	from	Ships)	Act,	
1986	(Act	2	of	1986)	and	align	
it	to	the	revised	International	
Convention	for	the	Prevention	
of	Pollution	from	Ships	(MAR-
POL).	

●	 South	Africa	is	a	signatory	

to	MARPOL,	the	main	inter-
national	convention		for	the		
prevention	of	pollution	of	the	
marine	environment	by	ships	
from	operational	or	accidental	
causes.

●	 The	Amendment	Bill	will	
contribute	towards	the	
preservation	of	the	marine	
environment	by	eliminating	
pollution	of	the	sea	by	ships	
dispensing	oil	and	harmful	
substances.	

●	 It	also	proposes	that	ships	
should	use	fuel	with	no	more	
than	0,50%	sulphur	content	or	
use	approved	fuel	treatment	
systems.

	 Companies Amendment 
Bill of 2021

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
publication	of	the	Companies	
Amendment	Bill	of	2021	for	
public	comment.	The	Bill	
amends	the	Companies	Act,	
2008	(Act	71	of	2008).	Cabinet	
approved	the	current	Bill	for	
public	consultation	in	August	
2018	and	the	outcome	thereof	
led	to	the	redrafting	of	the	
amendments.		

●	 The	revised	amendments	pro-
vide	more	clarity	in	a	number	
of	clauses	of	the	Bill,	which	
seek	to	reduce	the	regulatory	
burden	on	businesses;	tighten	

anti-money	laundering	gaps;	
strengthen	the	disclosure	
requirements	and	enhance	
the	shareholder	powers	in	a	
company.		

	 National Climate 
Change Bill 

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	submis-
sion	of	the	National	Climate	
Change	Bill	to	Parliament.		
The	Bill	seeks	to	provide	a	
legal	instrument	towards	the	
implementation	of	the	Nation-
al	Climate	Change	Response	
Policy.	

●	 It	allows	for	the	alignment	
of	policies	that	will	influence	

the	country’s	climate	change	
response.	It	also	provides	for	
the	transitional	arrangement	
for	the	country	to	move	
towards	a	lower	carbon	and	
climate-resilient	economy.

●	 The	Bill	has	already	gone	
through	an	extensive	public	
consultation	process	involving	
relevant	stakeholders.	
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