
Statement on the virtual Cabinet Meeting  
of Wednesday, 3 November 2021

1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 

1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   

Enquiries:
Ms Phumla Williams  
Cabinet Spokesperson  
Mobile: 083 501  0139
www.gcis.gov.za  | www.gov.za

Together we move South Africa forward

#SendMe      #ThumaMina

Together we move South Africa forward

#SendMe      #ThumaMina

Let’s Grow South Africa Together

Cabinet held its scheduled virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 10 June 2020

2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 

Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.
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ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

BILL
	 Criminal Law 

(Forensic Proce-
dures) Amend-
ment Bill of 2021

●	 Cabinet approved 
the submission of 
the Criminal Law 
(Forensic Procedures) 
Amendment Bill of 
2021 to Parliament for 
processing. 

●	 The proposed amend-
ments provide for the 
mechanism to enforce 
the taking of DNA 
buccal samples (sam-
ples from cells on the 
inside of the person’s 
cheek) from people 
convicted under 

Schedule 8 offences.
●	 Schedule 8 offences 

include sexual 
offences, robbery, hu-
man trafficking and 
culpable homicide. 
The collected buccal 
samples will facilitate 
future prosecutions for 
reoffenders. 

●	 The Bill will also 
enable the establish-
ment of a compre-
hensive forensic DNA 
database to strengthen 
the fight against crime 
by capacitating the 
police with evidence to 
investigate and solve 
serious crimes. 
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MESSAGE
 Congratulations
Cabinet extended its 
congratulations and 
well-wishes to: 
●	 Ms Lalela Mswane 

(24), on being 
crowned Miss 
South Africa 2021 
on 16 October in 
Cape Town. Her 
triumph is an 	
affirmation that success can be achieved 
through dedication and hard work.

UPCOMING EVENT

	 Medium Term Budget 
Policy Statement 
(MTBPS)

● 	Finance Minister Enoch 
Godongwana will deliver 
the MTBPS in Parliament 
on Thursday, 11 November 
2021. The statement will 
detail adjustments to 	
the national budget 	
to ensure our nation’s 	

fiscal sustainability. 
● 	The MTBPS sets out the 

country’s initiatives to 
reverse the challenges in 
the economy as a result of 
the impact of COVID-19 
and address longer term 
structural issues. 

● 	The MTBPS is a call to ac-
tion for all sectors of society 
to pull together to drive the 
economy and advance job 
creation. 

● 	Cabinet is confident that 
the MTBPS will again 
demonstrate government’s 
commitment to building a 
sustainable economy with 
input from all sectors of 
society. 

	 2021 Local Government 
Elections (LGE)

●	 Cabinet thanked all eligible 
voters who cast their vote in 
the 2021 LGE on Monday, 1 
November 2021. These elec-
tions marked the 21st anniver-
sary of the establishment of a 
democratic local government 
system in South Africa.

●	 We applaud the tolerance, 
dignity and patience with 
which the voters conduct-
ed themselves throughout 
Election Day. The smooth 
way in which political parties 
contested the LGE and the 
emergence of young candi-
dates, especially women, is 
testament to our vibrant and 
functioning democracy.

Cabinet commended the 
Electoral Commission of 
South Africa, all political 

parties, members of 
society and the law-en-
forcement agencies in 
the country for their 
collective efforts to 
ensure the peaceful 

elections. Cabinet also 
commended the media 
for their important role 
in providing voters with 
relevant information to 
assist them in exercising 
their democratic right to 
choose their preferred 

local government 
leaders.

●	 Cabinet reminded all South 
Africans to strengthen our 
democracy by actively 
participating in forums and 
institutions which hold those 
elected to account. It called 
on newly elected officials to 
keep true to their electoral 
pledges, and to serve all 
people equally and fairly.

	 Uptake of vaccines
●	 Cabinet applauded South 

Africans who have chosen to 
protect themselves and their 
loved ones by vaccinating 
against the Coronavirus Dis-
ease (COVID-19) pandemic. 
Our country has already 
administered over 22 million 
vaccine doses.

●	 Three out of every five peo-
ple aged over 50 years in our 
country are now vaccinated. 
We need to get to five out 
of five of such vaccinated 
age group by the end of the 
year to kill the power of the 
anticipated fourth wave.

The upcoming Vooma 
Vaccination Weekend 
from 12 to 14 November 
2021 is an opportunity 
for unvaccinated people 
to join our nation’s fight 
against COVID-19 by 

taking the free vaccines 
at any of the vaccination 
sites across the country.

● 	Cabinet reminded people 
to ensure that they take a 
second dose of the Pfizer 
vaccine to be fully protected. 
Vaccines help prevent serious 
illness, hospitalisation or 
death from COVID-19.

	 Energy
●	 Cabinet acknowledges the 

disruptions and incon-
venience of intermittent 
load-shedding experienced 
by South Africans in recent 
days.

● 	The Department of Public 
Enterprises is working closely 
with the Board of Eskom and 
management to ensure that 
we limit the daily duration of 
load-shedding and the period 
for which this intervention will 
be required.

●	 National Treasury is working 
with Eskom to grant it the 
appropriate exemptions to ac-
quire the spare parts needed 
for repairs and maintenance. 
Eskom is also making 
progress in re-employing 
skilled personnel – including 
plant managers – to help the 
power utility make headway 
at individual power stations 
and across various operations 
of the business.

●	 Over the medium term, 
government is implementing 
a number of interventions to 
resolve our energy challenges 
and we are making every 
effort to bring new power 
generation capacity online in 
the shortest possible time.

●	 The interventions include:
	 lifting the threshold for com-

panies to produce their own 
electricity without a licence to 
100 megawatts (MW);

	 the announcement of 11 
successful bidders for the 
Risk Mitigation Independent 
Power Producer Procurement 
Programme; and

	 Bid Window Five of the re-
newable energy programme 
to procure 2 600 MW of new 
generation capacity from 
wind and solar photovoltaic 
projects.

●	 While Cabinet is aware that 
the current energy challenges 
are frustrating and coun-
terproductive to economic 
growth, it is confident that the 
practical actions government 
is taking to restructure and 
strengthen our electricity sys-
tem will eventually improve 
the country’s energy capacity.

	 Investment
●	 South Africa continues to 

perform as an investment 
destination of choice, attract-
ing some of the world’s top 
businesses to expand their 
operations in the country.

●	 Toyota South Africa has 
launched its R2,6 billion 
production plant in Durban 
in KwaZulu-Natal. The plant 
will manufacture the first gen-
eration of commercial-scale 
hybrid electric vehicles in 
South Africa. This is part of 
the automotive industry mas-
terplan commitments by the 
company to increase its levels 
of investment.

●	 The launch dovetails with the 
announcement by Swedish 
multinational food packaging 
and processing company, Tetra 
Pak, to invest R500 million to 
upgrade its production capac-
ity at its material packaging 
factory in Durban.

●	 Aspen Pharmacare opened 
its new anaesthetic line 
producing Diprivan locally as 
part of the R3,2-billion invest-
ment in creating world-class 
sterile production facilities, and 
turning the site in Gqeberha in 
the Eastern Cape into the most 
advanced pharmaceutical pre-
cinct on the African continent. 
The anaesthetic was previously 
imported and is used in a 
range of standard medical 
procedures and operations in 
South African hospitals, and 
also used to treat COVID-19 
patients on ventilators in 
intensive-care wards.

●	 Cabinet also welcomed the 
recent investment by vehicle 
maker, Isuzu Motors, into the 
economy of the country. Isuzu 
Motors South Africa launched 
the production facility at 
Struandale in Gqeberha. Isuzu 
is investing R1.2 billion into its 
next generation bakkie pro-
gramme in South Africa for the 
South African and Sub-Saha-
ran Africa markets. 

The Isuzu plant will  
create 1 000 direct jobs 

at its operations in 
Gqeberha, and across its 
national and interna-
tional dealer network, 
and about 25 000 jobs 
at hundreds of suppliers 

across the country. 
 

●	 All these three investments 
will advance the localisation 
programme announced in 
the Economic Reconstruction 
and Recovery Plan launched 
by His Excellency President 
Cyril Ramaphosa in October 
2020. They will add billions of 
rand of annual production to 
South Africa’s gross domestic 
product. 

● 	Two of the investments had 
been pledged at the previous 

South Africa Investment 
Conference, and the firms 
have now commenced with 
production, creating a signifi-
cant number of new jobs.

	 2022 National Student 
Financial Aid Scheme 
(NSFAS) applications

● 	Cabinet reminded learners 
and out-of-school youth 
from poor and working-class 
backgrounds to submit their 
applications for funding for 
the 2022 academic year. 

● 	Applications for NSFAS 
funding will close on 
Friday, 7 January 2022.

● 	The applications process 
is also open to students 
who are already enrolled at 
institutions, but are without 
funding and qualify for 	
NSFAS financial funding.

● 	For more information on 
how to apply for funding, call 
08000 67327 or visit www.
nsfas.org.za.

	 Gender-based violence 
and femicide (GBVF)

●	 Cabinet welcomed the triple 
life sentence handed down to 
rapist and murderer Mfana-
sibili Cornelius Mnisi (29) by 
the Mpumalanga Division of 
the High Court in Mbombela 
recently. This harsh sentence 
demonstrates the zero-tol-
erance approach against 
GBVF by the criminal justice 
system.

●	 By working together with the 
police and other law-enforce-
ment agencies, we can make 
our streets and communities 
safer for all. We should all 
be vigilant and report all 
GBVF-related incidents to 
the police or call the National 
GBVF Command Centre: 
0800 428 428 or Stop Gen-
der Violence Helpline: 0800 
150 150/*120*7867#.

●	 Government will participate 
in the 16 Days of Activism of 
No Violence Against Women 
and Children – from 25 No-
vember (International Day of 
No Violence against Women) 
to 10 December (International 
Human Rights Day) – to 
heighten awareness of the 
scourge of GBVF in the 
country.

	 Justice for victims of 
apartheid-era murders

●	 Cabinet welcomed the 
recent announcement by 
Justice and Correctional 
Services Minister Ronald 
Lamola of a special team 
of investigators and state 
prosecutors that will deal 
exclusively with Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission 
cold cases.

●	 The special team will be 
tasked with looking into 
extrajudicial murders com-
mitted by apartheid security 
police. Such interventions 
will fast-track the process 
of finding closure for the 
families of the victims of 
apartheid-era murders.

	 Political situation  
in the Kingdom of  
Eswatini 

●	 Cabinet noted and wel-
comed the intervention of 
His Excellency President 
Ramaphosa – in his capacity 
as Chairperson of the South-
ern African Development 
Community (SADC) Organ on 
Politics, Defence and Security 
Cooperation – in the political 
situation in the Kingdom of 
Eswatini. 

●	 President Ramaphosa’s 
meeting with His Majesty 
King Mswati III on Tuesday, 2 
November 2021 follows a visit 
to the Kingdom by Special 
Envoys on 21 and 22 October 
2021. 

● 	The President had – in his 
capacity as Chairperson of the 
SADC Organ Troika compris-
ing Namibia (incoming), South 
Africa (chair) and Botswana 
(outgoing) – directed the 
Special Envoys to engage 
with the Kingdom of Eswatini 
on security and political devel-
opments in the Kingdom.  

●	 Cabinet welcomed the 
agreement that the Kingdom 
of Eswatini will embark on a 
process towards the establish-
ment of a national dialogue 
forum. 

● 	Cabinet calls on all stake-
holders amongst emaSwati to 
work together to end violence 
and conflict, and maintain 
peace and calm in the King-
dom.


