
Statement on the virtual Cabinet Meeting  
of Wednesday, 29 September 2021

1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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Cabinet held its scheduled virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 10 June 2020

2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 
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Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.
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ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

BILLS

	 National Council on 
GBVF Bill of 2021  

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
publication	of	the	National	
Council	on	GBVF	Bill	of	
2021	in	the	Government	
Gazette	for	public	com-
ment.	

●	 The	Bill	responds	to	the	
strategic	directive	from	
the	National	Strategic	
Plan	(NSP)	on	GBVF	that	
was	approved	by	Cabinet	
in	March	2020.	The	Bill	
proposes	the	establishment	
of	a	representative	inde-

pendent	council	to	oversee	
the	NSP	on	GBVF.

	 National Veld and For-
est Fire Amendment 
(NVFFA) Bill of 2021 

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
submission	of	the	National	
Veld	and	Forest	Fire	
Amendment	Bill	of	2021	to	
Parliament.	This	Bill	was	
first	submitted	to	Parlia-
ment	in	2017	and	was	sent	
back	for	further	consulta-
tion	with	the	public.

●	 Among	other	provisions,	

the	Bill	establishes	struc-
tures	in	the	public	sector	
and	at	community	level	
that	will	work	together	to	
mitigate	veldfire	risks,	and	
promote	effective	compli-
ance	and	law	enforcement.

●	 Uncontrolled	veldfires	are	
responsible	for	environ-
mental	degradation,	loss	
of	jobs,	displacement	of	
communities,	and	general	
destruction	of	infrastruc-
ture,	livestock,	habitat	and	
biodiversity.
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	 Sustainable Infrastruc-
ture Development 
Symposium South Africa 
(SIDSSA)

●	 Government	will	be	hosting	the	
SIDSSA	2021	on	Wednesday,	6	
and	Thursday,	7	October	2021.	
The	symposium	will	engage	
with	a	range	of	stakeholders	
to	revitalise	the	infrastructure	
pipeline.

●	 The	SIDSSA	infrastructure	
pipeline	aims	to	contribute	to	
industrialisation	and	job	creation	
as	envisaged	in	the	ERRP	and	
the	Re-imagined	Industrial	
Strategy.	The	interventions	iden-
tified	aim	to	boost	demand	and	
ensure	effective	coordination	of	
all	infrastructure	players.	

●  It	is	envisaged	that	these	
interventions	will	also	contribute	
to	building	a	resilient	economy	
by	accelerating	infrastructure	
delivery.	The	SIDSSA	2021	is	
held	under	the	theme:	“Quality	
infrastructure	for	development,	
recovery	and	inclusive	growth”.	

	 Transport Month 2021 
●	 October	is	dedicated	to	bringing	

a	sharp	focus	to	transport	issues	
in	the	country.	This	is	the	16th	
year	that	the	country	observes	
Transport	Month.	Cabinet	
approved	this	year’s	theme:	
“Together,	let’s	fix	transport”.	
The	campaign’s	slogan	is	
“Brika	Bova:	Riding	the	wave	
to	a	better	transport	system	for	
tomorrow”.

●	 The	transport	sector	is	an	im-
portant	socio-economic	element	
in	South	Africa.	This	year	the	
campaign	will	focus	on	position-
ing	transport	as	a	key	enabler	
in	the	country’s	economic	
recovery;	create	an	awareness	
and	educate	on	the	safety	in	
all	transport	modes,	and	also	
showcase	the	improvements	
made	in	the	transport	system.

●	 The	Department	of	Transport	
will	share	the	month’s	activities	
with	the	public	and	more	
information	is	available	on	www.

UPCOMING EVENTS MESSAGES

	 Congratulations
Cabinet	extended	its	congrat-
ulations	and	well-wishes	to:	
●	 South Africa’s Paralym-

pic team	for	flying	the	
South	African	flag	high	by	
winning	seven	medals	in	
total	–	four	golds,	a	silver	
and	two	bronzes.	Team	
SA’s	medallists	in	Tokyo	
were Ntando Mahlangu 
(two	golds),	Pieter du 
Preez (gold),	Anrune 
Weyers (gold),	Louzanne 
Coetzee (silver	and	
bronze)	and	Sheryl 
James	(bronze).	

●	 Ms Verity Price,	a	
professional	speaker	and	
facilitator,	for	winning	
the	2021	Toastmasters	
World	Champion	of	Public	
Speaking.	She	is	the	sixth	
woman	to	win	the	World	
Championship	in	the	last	
80	years	of	the	competi-
tion	and	the	first	winner	
from	Africa.

●	 The Springbok Sevens 
team,	for	winning	the	
fourth	HSBC	World	Rugby	
Sevens	Series	when	they	
completed	the	North	
American	double	by	win-
ning	the	second	of	two	
HSBC	Canada	Sevens	
tournaments	in	Edmond.	

	 Condolences 
Cabinet	expressed	con-
dolences	to	the	family	and	
friends	of:	
●	 Prof Hlengiwe Buhle 

Mkhize	(69),	Deputy	
Minister	in	The	Presiden-
cy	for	Women,	Youth	and	
Persons	with	Disabilities.	
Throughout	her	life	she	
distinguished	herself	as	
a	tireless	and	passion-
ate	anti-apartheid	and	
human	rights	activist,	and	
campaigner	for	an	end	to	
gender	inequality.

●	 Mr Karabo Gungubele	
(32),	the	son	of	Minister	

in	The	Presidency,	Mr 
Mondli Gungubele.	

●	 Ms Zanele kaMagwa-
za-Msibi (59),	National	
Freedom	Party	leader	and	
former	Deputy	Minister	of	
Science	and	Technology,	
who	devoted	herself	to	
making	numerous	extraor-
dinary	contributions	to	our	
democracy	and	society.

●	 Mr Jolidee Matongo	
(46),	City	of	Johannes-
burg	Executive	Mayor,		
who	was	dedicated	to	
improving	conditions	and	
creating	opportunities	for	
all	the	people	of	Johan-
nesburg	and	stakehold-
ers	in	the	metropolitan	
economy.

CABINET DECISIONS

	 South Africa Investment 
Conference (SAIC)

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	
scheduling	of	the	next	SAIC	
to	take	place	in	March	2022.	
The	conference	is	on	its	third	
year	and	aims	to	attract	R1,2	
trillion	investments	over	five	
years.	The	investment	drive	
continues	to	build	on	the	two	
previous	successful	SAICs.	
The	details	of	the	conference	
and	date	will	be	announced	at	
a	later	stage.

	 Broadcasting Digital 
Migration (BDM) pro-
gramme	

●	 Cabinet	was	apprised	on	the	
country’s	BDM	programme.	
Substantial	progress	has	been	
made	in	migrating	some	parts	
of	the	country	from	analogue	
to	digital	platforms.	

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	revised	
integrated	analogue	switch-off	
implementation	plan,	which	is	
a	schedule	to	complete	the	re-
maining	areas	by	March	2022.	

South	Africa	is	one	of	many	
countries	in	the	world	that	
have	committed	to	expedite	
the	digital	migration	project,	
which	will	lead	to	a	complete	
analogue	switch-off	in	2022.

●	 Cabinet	endorsed	the	col-
laborative	approach	adopted	
towards	fast-tracking	the	final-
isation	of	the	migration	of	the	
whole	country	from	analogue	
to	digital	platforms.

	 National	Policy	on	the	Pre-
vention	and	Management	of	
Learner	Pregnancy	in	Schools	

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	Nation-
al	Policy	on	the	Prevention	
and	Management	of	Learner	
Pregnancy	in	Schools.	The	
policy	responds	to	the	2012	
Court	Judgement	that	ruled	
against	the	Department	of	
Basic	Education	on	certain	
clauses	that	called	for	learners	
to	take	leave	of	absence	from	
school	for	up	to	two	years	
post-delivery.

●	 The	policy	provides	for	an	
enabling	environment	to	

support	learners	and	prevent	
discrimination	against	preg-
nant	learners.	It	also	provides	
for	access	to	comprehensive	
pregnancy	prevention	infor-
mation;	counselling	and	care	
guidelines,	as	well	as	the	set-
ting	up	of	policy	management	
and	coordinating	structures.

●	 The	policy	has	gone	through	
extensive	consultation	with	all	
relevant	stakeholders	and	is	
aligned	with	all	relevant	laws.	

	 Accession to the 2003 
United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) Convention 
for	the Safeguarding of 
Intangible Cultural Heri-
tage (ICH)

●	 Cabinet	approved	South	
Africa’s	accession	to	the	2003	
UNESCO	Convention	for	the	
Safeguarding	of	ICH.		The	
convention	provides	for	the	
safeguarding,	preservation	
and	promotion	of	ICH	by	the	

respective	member	states.	
●	 The	ICH	includes	amongst	

others	community	cultural	
spaces,	knowledge,	objects	
and	artefacts	in	communities.	

●	 The	convention	obliges	
member	states	to	identify,	
define	and	devise	appropriate	
measures	for	their	preserva-
tion.	It	also	encourages	coun-
tries	to	adopt	legal,	technical	
administrative	and	financial	
measures	to	safeguard	and	
promote	ICH.	The	accession	
will	be	tabled	to	Parliament	for	
ratification.

	 UN Convention against 
Corruption (UNCAC)

●	 Cabinet	approved	the	publica-
tion	of	South	Africa’s	Review	
Report	on	the	implementation	
of	the	Convention.	South	
Africa	ratified	the	UNCAC	in	
2004.	Member	states	are	peer	
reviewed	on	the	implementa-
tion	of	the	convention.	

●	 South	Africa	was	first	
reviewed	in	2012	on	the	im-

plementation	of	the	criminal-
isation	and	law-enforcement	
interventions,	and	also	on	
its	international	cooperation	
adherence.	The	current	
2019/20	review	report	focused	
on	preventative	and	asset	
recovery	measures.

●	 The	review	mechanism	
promotes	constructive	collab-
oration	by,	amongst	others,	
providing	technical	assistance	
programmes	to	the	member	
states.	

 Postponement for 
South Africa to host 
the World Maritime Day 
Parallel Event (WMDPE)

●	 The	International	Maritime	
Organisation	has	once	
again	granted	South	Africa	
permission	to	postpone	the	
hosting	of	the	WMDPE	owing	
to	COVID-19.	The	postpone-
ment	from	October	2021	to	
October	2022,	follows	the	first	
one	in	2020	as	a	result	of	the	
pandemic.	

	 Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) vaccine  
roll-out 

●	 Cabinet	is	encouraged	by	the	
millions	of	people	in	South	
Africa	who	have	chosen	to	
vaccinate	against	COVID-19,	
with	over	17	million	vaccine	
doses	administered	to	date.	

●	 Cabinet	thanked	the	religious	
formations,	as	well	as	the	
sports	and	arts	fraternity,	for	
embarking	on	vaccination	
campaigns	to	encourage	the	
uptake	of	vaccines.		

The more people get 
vaccinated, the sooner 
the country will relax the 
current Adjusted Alert 
Level 1 restrictions. This 
will inevitably result in 
the full opening of the 
economy to be able 
to grow and create 
much-needed jobs. 	

●	 Cabinet	reiterates	the	call	that	
to	reduce	new	infections,	we	
all	have	to	continue	wearing	
a	mask	in	public,	washing	
hands	with	soap	and	water	
or	using	a	70%	alcohol-based	
sanitiser,	and	maintaining	a	
safe	social	distance	continues	
to	reinforce	the	country’s	
approach	in	reducing	new	
infections.

	 Vooma Vaccination 
Weekend campaign 
from 1 to 2 October 2021

Cabinet urges unvac-
cinated South Africans 
and people living in 
South Africa to take 

advantage of the Vooma 
Vaccination Weekend 
which will take place 
around the country on 
Friday, 1 and Saturday,  

2 October 2021.

●	 The	Vooma	Vaccination	
Weekend	campaign	is	an	
inclusive	national	campaign	
supported	by	all	social	
partners,	including	faith-
based	formations,	traditional	
leaders,	organised	labour	and	
business.	The	target	for	this	
weekend	is	to	vaccinate	at	
least	half	a	million	people.

●	 This	is	an	opportunity	for	all	
adults	to	be	vaccinated	free	of	
charge	and	without	appoint-
ments	at	public,	private	and	
pop-up	vaccination	sites.

●	 You	do	not	need	to	have	
health	insurance	or	medical	
aid	to	receive	the	vaccine.	
Leadership	of	government,	
business,	labour	and	commu-
nity	formations	will	actively	
mobilise	communities	in	all	
parts	of	the	country	to	roll	up	
their	sleeves	for	the	protection	
that	comes	with	being	vacci-
nated.		

●	 Vooma	Vaccination	Weekend	
can	help	us	achieve	victory	

over	the	virus	that	has	haunt-
ed	us	for	more	than	a	year.	
No-one	should	miss	out	on	
this	opportunity.	Let’s	all	Stay	
Safe.

	 Presidential Visit to 
Msikaba Bridge

●	 President	Cyril	Ramaphosa	
went	to	assess	the	develop-
ment	of	infrastructure	at	the	
Msikaba	Bridge	at	Lusikisiki	in	
the	Eastern	Cape	on	Thursday,	
23	September	2021.	This	R1,65	
billion	infrastructure	project	
forms	part	of	the	N2	Wild	
Coast	Road	project.	Apart	
from	facilitating	the	convenient	
movement	of	people	by	
connecting	rural	communities	
to	urban	centres	around	the	
country,	the	bridge	will	also	
stimulate	investment	and	
growth.	

●	 The	N2	Wild	Coast	road	
network	is	one	of	govern-
ment’s	key	Strategic	Integrated	
Projects	to	catalyse	economic	
growth	at	a	national,	provincial	
and	local	level.	

●  Cabinet	was	pleased	with	the	
progress	in	its	infrastructure	in-
vestment	drive,	which	remains	
a	central	pillar	of	the	Economic	
Reconstruction	and	Recovery	
Plan	(ERRP),	with	88	projects	
worth	more	than	R2.3	trillion	in	
the	pipeline.			

	 International relations, 
trade and tourism

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	deci-
sion	by	Germany	to	remove	
South	Africa	from	its	list	of	
high-risk	travel	areas	and	plans	
by	the	United	States	of	Amer-
ica	to	admit	fully	vaccinated	
travelers	into	the	country.

●	 Cabinet	however	expressed	
disappointment	at	the	United	
Kingdom’s	(UK)	decision	to	
keep	South	Africa	on	its	travel	
red	list	of	countries.	There	is	no	
reasonable	basis	for	keeping	
South	Africa	on	the	list	given	
our	progress	in	combating	
the	COVID-19	pandemic	and	
rapidly	declining	infection	rate	
and	our	intensive	vaccination	
programme.

●	 Cabinet	was	also	briefed	by	
the	Department	of	Internation-
al	Relations	and	Cooperation	
on	progress	made	to	have	
South	Africa	removed	from	the	

red	list.	Cabinet	is	optimistic	
that	the	UK	Government	
will	revisit	its	unfavourable	
decision,	which	is	not	only	
affecting	the	tourism	industry	
but	businesses	from	both	
countries,	families	and	other	
sectors	of	the	economy.	

	 Economic recovery 
●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	launch	

of	the	Business	Loss	Registra-
tion	Portal	to	register	business-
es	affected	by	the	unrest	that	
took	place	between	9	and	19	
July	2021	in	KwaZulu-Natal,	
Gauteng	and	other	affected	
areas.

●	 The	registration	portal	collects	
data	from	affected	businesses	
to	better	coordinate	relief	
measures	and	to	inform	future	
interventions.	It	serves	as	a	
single	governmental	entry	
point	for	businesses	to	indicate	
the	extent	of	their	losses.	

Cabinet called on all 
affected business owners 
to register on the portal 
at www.relief4sa.co.za. 
Alternatively, they may 
call 080 006 00850 for 
assistance between 
08:00 and 17:00 on 

weekdays.

●	 Through	the	Department	of	
Small	Business	Development,	
a	total	of	192	applications	
from	small	to	medium	
business	owners	that	were	
affected	by	the	unrest	had	
been	received.	Cabinet	is	
pleased	that	a	total	of	R54,2	
million	has	been	approved	to	
be	allocated	to	these	business	
owners.	

	 Resumption of South 
African Airways (SAA) 
flights

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	recent	
resumption	of	flights	by	the	
SAA,	which	operates	a	few	
routes	between	Johannes-
burg	and	Cape	Town.	The	
national	carrier	will	also	fly	
to	African	capitals	such	as	
Accra	(Ghana),	Kinshasa	
(Democratic	Republic	of	the	
Congo),	Harare	(Zimbabwe),	
Lusaka	(Zambia)	and	Maputo	
(Mozambique),	and	more	des-
tinations	will	be	added	to	the	

routes	as	market	conditions	
improve.	

●	 Cabinet	called	on	all	South	
Africans	to	support	the	re-
structured	SAA,	which	marks	
the	beginning	of	a	new	era	in	
South	African	aviation.	

	 Public Administration 
Ethics, Integrity and 
Disciplinary Technical 
Assistance Unit (PA-
EID-TAU)

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	launch	
of	the	PA-EID-TAU,		which	
will		strengthen	government’s	
efforts	in	the	fight	against	cor-
ruption	in	the	Public	Service.	

●	 The	PA-EID-TAU	will	oversee	
the	implementation	of	public	
service	ethics	and	anti-cor-
ruption	policies	such	as:

	 conducting	business	with	the	
State;	

	 performance	of	other	remu-
nerative	work;	

	 discipline	management;	and	
	 implementation	of	lifestyle	

audits.

Cabinet called on 
public officials to remain 
resolute in stamping out 
corruption. By simply 

taking the lead in report-
ing all corruption-related 
activities taking place in 
government institutions, 
we can ensure a better 
tomorrow and leave a 
lasting legacy for future 

generations.

	 2021 Local Government 
Elections (LGE)

●	 Cabinet	commends	the	1,7	
million	first-time	voters	who	
registered	during	the	voter	
registration	weekend	of	18	
and	19	September.	This	was	
young	people’s	way	of	saying	
they	want	to	play	their	part	
in	our	democracy	by	electing	
local	leadership.

●	 As	young	people	constitute	
the	majority	of	our	population,	
the	enthusiasm	of	young	peo-
ple	to	be	part	of	our	electoral	
processes	is	something	we	
welcome	and	respect.		

●	 The	2021	LGE	scheduled	to	
take	place	on	1	November	
2021	provides	South	Africans	
with	the	opportunity	to	
exercise	their	constitutional	
right	to	elect	their	public	
representatives.

Voters who are not able 
to cast their votes on 
Election Day and those 
who are not able to 

travel to voting stations 
due to physical infirmity 
or disability can vote by 
Special Vote on the two 
days preceding Election 
Day. Applications for 

special votes opened on 
20 September 2021 and 
will close on 4 October 

2021 at 17:00. 

	 Gender-based violence 
and femicide (GBVF)

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	double	
life	sentence	handed	down	
to	Mr	Sbusiso	Nkosi	(36)	by	
the	Mpumalanga	Division	of	
the	High	Court	on	Monday,	13	
September	2021,	for	the	rape	
and	murder	of	Ms	Nomcebo	
Simelane	(23)	on	5	Septem-
ber	2020.	

●	 The	court	sentenced	the	
rapist	and	murderer	to	two	
life	imprisonment	terms	and	
an	additional	three	years’	
imprisonment	for	theft,	which	
will	run	concurrently.

●	 This	is	a	firm	warning	to	all	
perpetrators	of	GBVF	that	
they	will	be	arrested	and	face	
the	full	might	of	the	law.	By	
working	together	with	the	
police	and	law-enforcement	
agencies,	we	can	make	our	
streets	and	communities	safer	
for	all.	

Report all GBVF-related 
incidents to the police or 
call the National GBVF 
Command Centre: 0800 
428 428 or STOP Gender 
Violence Helpline: 0800 
150 150 / *120*7867#

	 Registration of custom-
ary marriages

●	 Cabinet	noted	the	High	Court,	
KwaZulu-Natal	Division	
judgment	in	the	matter	
involving	the	applicant,	Ms	
Phumza	Ethel	Mankayi	
and	the	respondents,	the	
Minister	of	Home	Affairs,	Ms	
Ntombizakhe	Portia	Miya	and	
the	Master	of	the	High	Court	
of	South	Africa.	The	judgment	
affirms	the	rights	of	people	
married	under	the	Recogni-
tion	of	Customary	Marriages	
Act,	1998	(Act	120	of	1998).

●	 Cabinet	calls	on	couples	
to	register	their	customary	
marriages	at	Home	Affairs	
within	three	months	of	their	
marriage.	The	Minister	of	
Home	Affairs	has	extended	
the	registration	period	to	30	
June	2024.	This	is	to	cater	for	
those	whose	marriages			that	
were	not	registered	within	
three	months.	To	register,	
people	need	to	bring	proof	of	
lobola	negotiations	or	a	letter	
and	an	affidavit	from	people	
getting	married	and	their	
witnesses,	indicating	that	a	
marriage	was	entered	into	or	
celebrated.

●	 To	date,	only	99	491	custom-
ary	marriages	have	been	
registered	at	Home	Affairs	
since	the	law	came	into	effect	
in	November	2000.


