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DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT

NO.  8007� 16 October 2026

 
GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

NO.             2026 
 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: PROTECTED AREAS ACT, 2003 
(ACT NO. 57 OF 2003) 

 
CONSULTATION ON THE INTENTION TO DECLARE CERTAIN PRIVATELY OWNED AREAS AS TANKWA PROTECTED 
ENVIRONMENT; ASSIGN THE MANAGEMENT OF THE PROPOSED PROTECTED ENVIRONMENT TO THE 
BRAKFONTEIN TRUST; AND RESTRICT OR REGULATE DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE TANKWA 
PROTECTED ENVIRONMENT IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT: PROTECTED AREAS 
ACT, 2003 (ACT NO. 57 OF 2003)  
 
I, David Maynier, Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, hereby, in terms of sections 28(1)(a)(i) and (b), read with 
sections 31 and 33 of the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, 2003 (Act No. 57 of 2003) (the Act), give 
notice of my intention to—  
(a) declare privately owned areas situated in the Northern Cape Province as the Tankwa Protected Environment, as set out 

in the Schedule hereto; 
(b) assign the management of the Tankwa Protected Environment to the Brakfontein Trust in terms of section 38(1)(b) of the 

Act; and  
(c) restrict or regulate, in the Tankwa Protected Environment, development that may be inappropriate for the area, given the 

purpose for which the area was declared and the carrying out of other activities that may impede such purpose under 
section 51 of the Act.  

 
Members of the public are hereby invited to submit, within sixty (60) days from the date of publication of this Notice in the 
Government Gazette, or in the newspaper, whichever date is the last date, written representations or objections to the following 
addresses:  
 
By post to:  The Director-General  

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Attention: Mr. Sydney Nkosi 
Private Bag X447 
PRETORIA  
0001 

 
By hand to:  Environment House , 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083 
 
By mail to:  smampe@dffe.gov.za 
 
Any enquiries in connection with the notice can be directed to Ms Sibongile Mampe on 012 399 9557, or by email: 
smampe@dffe.gov.za.   
 
Comments received after the closing date may not be considered. 
 
 
 
DAVID MAYNIER 
MINISTER OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT  
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2.  ASSIGNMENT OF A MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY 
 
2.1 The management of the Tankwa Protected Environment is assigned in terms of section 38(1)(b) of the Act to 

The Brakfontein Trust. 
 

2.2 The  management authority of the Tankwa Protected Environment is required to manage the protected 
environment in terms of section 40(1) of the Act. 
 

3.   PURPOSE OF DECLARATION OF TANKWA PROTECTED ENVIRONMENT 
 
3.1   The purpose for which the Tankwa Protected Environment is declared, is to─ 

 
(a) serve as a buffer zone for the conservation and protection of the Tankwa-Karoo National Park; 
(b) enable the owner of the land to take action to conserve biodiversity and to provide legal recognition  

for the Protected Environment; and 
(c) protect the Tankwa-Karoo National Park by restricting development and activities within the Tankwa 

Protected Environment. 
 
4. RESTRICTION OF DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE TANKWA PROTECTED 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

4.1.   APPLICATION  
 
4.1.1 Development and other activities in the Tankwa Protected Environment that may be inappropriate for the  

area and may impede the purpose for which this protected environment was declared, are restricted  
according to– 

 
(a) The Zonation Map set out in Appendix ‘2’ and depicted in the management plan which can be accessed 

at (https://wildernessfoundation.co.za/spaces/);  
(b) The Zonation Table set out in Appendix ‘3’ and depicted in the management plan which can be accessed 

at (https://wildernessfoundation.co.za/spaces/); and 
(c) The ‘Tankwa Karoo to Cederberg Wilderness Corridor Ecological Management Guidelines 2021 ’ 

(Wilderness Foundation Africa, 2021) document, which can be accessed at 
(https://wildernessfoundation.co.za/spaces/). 

 
4.2.  RESTRICTION OF DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE CONSERVATION ZONE 
 
4.2.1  Insofar as development and other activities in the Conservation Zone are restricted, activities  or 

developments conducted therein must be undertaken in line with the management plan and may not result in 
a transition away from conservation, agricultural and/or ecotourism land uses. 

 
4.2.2.  Development or activities within the Conservation Zone, in accordance with Appendix ‘2’ and ‘3’, are limited  
          to: 

 
(a) Grazing by livestock and game at recommended stocking rates as set out in section 6.2.5 of the 

TPE Strategic Management Plan and ‘TKCWC Ecological Guidelines 2021’ document provided; 
(b) Ecotourism activities and hunting of game for management purposes; and 
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(c) Development of small-scale infrastructure necessary for the management and sustainable 
utilisation of the TPE such as access roads, fences, boreholes, pipelines and associated 
infrastructure. 

 
4.3.  RESTRICTION OF DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE HIGH IMPACT ZONE 
 
4.3.1.  Insofar as development and other activities in the High Impact Zone are restricted, activities or developments 

conducted therein must be undertaken in line with the management plan and may not  result in a transition 
away from agricultural and/or ecotourism land uses. 

 
4.3.2.  Developments or activities within the High Impact Zone, in accordance with Appendix ‘2’ and ‘3’, are limited  
          to: 
 

(a) High impact agricultural activities such as irrigation and ploughing of land; 
(b) Development of largescale infrastructure including staff housing, administrative buildings, storage 

facilities, intensive feeding lots/kraals, main roads, dams and tourism accommodation facilities; and 
(c) Any activity which is allowed in the Conservation zone. 

 
 

4.4.  RESTRICTION OF DEVELOPMENT AND OTHER ACTIVITIES IN THE HERITAGE FEATURES ZONE 
 
4.4.1.  Insofar as development and other activities in the Heritage Features Zone are restricted, activities or 

developments conducted therein must be undertaken in line with the management plan and may not result 
in a transition away from agricultural and/or ecotourism land uses. 

 
4.4.2.  Developments or activities within the Heritage Features Zone, in accordance with Appendix ‘2’ and ‘3’, are  
         limited to: 

 
(a) Research; 
(b) Controlled visitor access; and 
(c) Grazing by livestock and game at recommended stocking rates as set out in section 6.2.5 of the 

TPE Strategic Management Plan and ‘Tankwa Karoo to Cederberg Wilderness Corridor Ecological 
Management Guidelines 2021’ (Wilderness Foundation Africa, 2021) document provided. 
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on
 o

f t
he

 T
PE

 su
ch

 a
s a

cc
es

s r
oa

ds
, f

en
ce

s, 
bo

re
ho

le
s, 

pi
pe

lin
es

 a
nd

 a
ss

oc
ia

te
d 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
. 

2)
 N

o 
pe

rs
on

 m
ay

: 
a)

 
Pl

ou
gh

 o
r t

ra
ns

fo
rm

 v
irg

in
 la

nd
 w

ith
ou

t t
he

 re
qu

ire
d 

au
th

or
isa
�o

n 
an

d 
pr

io
r c

on
su

lta
�o

n;
  

b)
 

De
ve

lo
p 

la
rg

e-
sc

al
e 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
; a

nd
 

a)
 

Un
de

rt
ak

e 
an

y 
ac
�v

ity
 w

hi
ch

 is
 n

ot
 in

 li
ne

 w
ith

 th
e 

m
an

ag
em

en
t p

hi
lo

so
ph

y 
an

d 
ob

je
c�

ve
s o

f t
he

 T
PE

. A
c�

vi
�e

s i
m

pl
em

en
te

d 
in

 th
is 

zo
ne

 sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ag

ric
ul

tu
re

, 
co

ns
er

va
�o

n 
an

d/
or

 e
co

to
ur

ism
 o

rie
nt

at
ed

.  

HIGH IMPACT ZONE 

Th
e 

Hi
gh

 im
pa

ct
 zo

ne
 in

cl
ud

es
 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
ad

m
in

ist
ra

tio
n,

 m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

, 
m

an
ag

em
en

t, 
to

ur
ism

 a
nd

 o
th

er
 

M
an

ag
em

en
t A

ut
ho

rit
y 

re
la

te
d 

pu
rp

os
es

 o
f t

he
 T

PE
.  

Fu
tu

re
 h

ig
h 

im
pa

ct
 in

fr
as

tr
uc

tu
re

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
w

ill
 b

e 
lo

ca
te

d 
w

ith
in

 th
is 

zo
ne

.  

a)
 P

ro
vi

sio
n 

an
d 

m
ai

nt
en

an
ce

 o
f 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 fo
r t

he
 

m
an

ag
em

en
t a

nd
 su

st
ai

na
bl

e 
ut

ili
sa

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
TP

E.
  

b)
 P

ro
vi

sio
n 

of
 sp

ac
e 

fo
r p

ot
en

tia
l f

ut
ur

e 
hi

gh
 im

pa
ct

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

ts
.  

1)
 T

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 a
re

 a
llo

w
ed

 in
 th

e 
Hi

gh
 im

pa
ct

 zo
ne

, i
f c

om
pl

ia
nt

 w
ith

 th
e 

re
le

va
nt

 
le

ga
l r

eq
ui

re
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 a
ut

ho
riz

at
io

ns
: 

a)
 

Hi
gh

 im
pa

ct
 a

gr
ic

ul
tu

ra
l a

c�
vi
�e

s s
uc

h 
as

 ir
rig

a�
on

 a
nd

 p
lo

ug
hi

ng
 o

f l
an

d;
 

b)
 

De
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f l
ar

ge
sc

al
e 

in
fr

as
tr

uc
tu

re
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

st
aff

 h
ou

sin
g,

 a
dm

in
ist

ra
�v

e 
bu

ild
in

gs
, 

st
or

ag
e 

fa
ci

li�
es

, i
nt

en
siv

e 
fe

ed
in

g 
lo

ts
/k

ra
al

s, 
m

ai
n 

ro
ad

s, 
da

m
s a

nd
 to

ur
ism

 
ac

co
m

m
od

a�
on

 fa
ci

li�
es

; a
nd

 
c)

 
An

y 
ac
�v

ity
 w

hi
ch

 is
 a

llo
w

ed
 in

 th
e 

Co
ns

er
va
�o

n 
zo

ne
. 

2)
 N

o 
pe

rs
on

 m
ay

 u
nd

er
ta

ke
 a

ny
 a

ct
iv

ity
 th

at
 is

 n
ot

 in
 li

ne
 w

ith
 th

e 
m

an
ag

em
en

t p
hi

lo
so

ph
y 

an
d 

ob
je

c
ve

s o
f t

he
 T

PE
. A

ct
iv

iti
es

 im
pl

em
en

te
d 

in
 th

is 
zo

ne
 sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

ag
ric

ul
tu

re
, c

on
se

rv
at

io
n 

an
d/

or
 e

co
to

ur
ism

 o
rie

nt
at

ed
. 
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HERITAGE FEATURES ZONE 

Ar
ea

s w
hi

ch
 c

on
ta

in
, o

r a
re

 li
ke

ly
 to

 
co

nt
ai

n,
 M

id
dl

e 
St

on
e 

Ag
e 

Sa
n 

an
d 

ot
he

r c
ul

tu
ra

l h
er

ita
ge

 a
rt

ifa
ct

s a
nd

 
fe

at
ur

es
.  

 

a.
) P

ro
te

ct
io

n 
of

 a
re

as
 w

hi
ch

 c
on

ta
in

 
cu

ltu
ra

l h
er

ita
ge

 fe
at

ur
es

.  
1)

 T
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g 
ac

tiv
iti

es
 a

re
 a

llo
w

ed
 in

 th
e 

He
rit

ag
e 

fe
at

ur
es

 zo
ne

: 
a)

 
Re

se
ar

ch
; 

b)
 

Co
nt

ro
lle

d 
vi

sit
or

 a
cc

es
s;

 a
nd

 
c)

 
Gr

az
in

g 
by

 li
ve

st
oc

k 
an

d 
ga

m
e 

at
 re

co
m

m
en

de
d 

st
oc

ki
ng

 ra
te

s a
s s

et
 o

ut
 in

 s
ec

on
 6

.2
.5

 
of

 th
e 

TP
E 

St
ra

te
gi

c M
an

ag
em

en
t P

la
n 

an
d 

‘T
KC

W
C 

Ec
ol

og
ica

l G
ui

de
lin

es
 2

02
1’

 d
oc

um
en

t 
pr

ov
id

ed
. 

2)
 N

o 
he

rit
ag

e 
fe

at
ur

es
 a

nd
/o

r a
rt

ifa
ct

s m
ay

 b
e 

re
m

ov
ed

, d
am

ag
ed

, d
es

tr
oy

ed
 o

r c
on

ta
m

in
at

ed
 

in
 a

ny
 w

ay
. 

                        




