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GOVERNMENT NOTICE 

 

DEPARTMENT OF BASIC EDUCATION 
 

No.      2026 
 

SOUTH AFRICAN SCHOOLS ACT, 1996 
 

REGULATIONS ON THE NATIONAL EDUCATION INFORMATION SYSTEM, 2026 
 

The Minister of Basic Education intends, in terms of section 61(1)(aF) of the South African 

Schools Act, 1996 (Act No. 84 of 1996), to make the Regulations set out in the Schedule 

hereto. 

Any person who wishes to submit written comments or representations on the draft 

Regulations is invited to do so within 30 days from the date of publication of this Regulations 

by— 

 

(a) posting such comments to the following address: 

Private Bag X895 

PRETORIA 

0001;  

 

(b) delivering such comments by hand at the following address: 

The Department of Basic Education 

222 Struben Street  

Pretoria 

0001; or 

 

(c) e-mailing such comments to the following address: 

NEIAS@dbe.gov.za 
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Comments must be addressed to the Director: Legal Services, and marked for the attention 

of Adv Zukile Ntshwanti. Comments received after the closing date will not be considered. 

 

 

SIVIWE GWARUBE, MP 

MINISTER OF BASIC EDUCATION  

DATE: 5 August 2026 
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SCHEDULE 

Definitions 

1. In these Regulations, a word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in 

the Act bears the meaning so assigned and, unless the context indicates otherwise— 

 

“Act” means the South African Schools Act, 1996 (Act No. 84 of 1996); 

 

“data manager” means a person responsible for overseeing the management, storage, 

security and organisation of education data within an education department and education 

institution; 

 

“early childhood development” for the purpose of these Regulations means the physical, 

cognitive, emotional and social development of children from birth to school-going age, and 

includes early education, health, nutrition and parenting support; 

“early childhood development programme” for the purpose of these Regulations means a 

structured and age-appropriate programme registered in terms of section 95 of the Children’s 

Act, 2005 (Act No. 38 of 2005) to provide care, development, early learning opportunities or 

support for children from birth to school-going age; 

 
“education data” means all information relevant to the planning and management of 

education that is collected, stored and processed by education institutions and education 

departments, including all information falling within the minimum data fields; 

“education institution” means an established or registered institution that provides 

education as its primary purpose; 

 
“Education Management Information System” means a system contemplated in regulation 

3; 

“Education Management Information System officer” means an official referred to in 

regulation 3(2); 

 
“information officer" means an information officer as defined in section 1 of the Promotion 

of Access to Information Act, 2000 (Act No. 2 of 2000); 
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“minimum data fields” means the core set of education data elements that are required to 

be collected, stored or processed through the Education Management Information System, as 

set out in Annexure A; 

 
“non-teaching staff” means all staff members in permanent or temporary employment within 

a school other than principals, educators and officials of education departments; 

 
“policy owner” means a directorate responsible for overseeing the creation, implementation, 

and enforcement of a specific policy within the department; 

 
“school term” means a designated portion of the academic year during which an educational 

institution holds classes, typically lasting several weeks or months; 

 
“school year” means the period of the year during which learners attend school; 
 
“system administrator” means an official referred to in regulation 11(1).  

 
 
Scope, application and objectives 

2. (1) These Regulations apply to— 

 

(a) education departments and education institutions that collect, store and process 

education data for education management and resource planning purposes; and 

 

(b) education data collected, stored, processed and disseminated through the 

Education Management Information System. 

 
(2) The objectives of these Regulations are to— 

 

(a) facilitate the collection, storage, processing and dissemination of education data 

by education institutions, education departments, ECD centres and Home 

Education, using the national education information system; and 

 

(b) provide a structured framework for managing education data in a way that ensures 

consistency, security, compliance and efficiency for the education sector. 
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Education Management Information System 

3.(1) The Education Management Information System is a  system for the collection, 

processing, analysis, publication, dissemination and rendering of information services for the 

management of education resources and services that - 

 

(a) is a coordinated education management information system; 

 

(b) is approved for use by the Department and education departments; and 

 

(c) facilitates the planning and management of education data at school, circuit, 

district, provincial and national levels. 

 

(2) The Department of Basic Education, an education department, education district and 

education institute must appoint an official as an Education Management Information System 

officer.   

 

Duties of Head of Department 
4. A Head of Department must—  

 

(a) ensure that all education data identified for collection and submission is provided to 

the Department of Basic Education in accordance with these Regulations; and 

 

(b) sign off all education data before submitting it to the Department of Basic 

Education. 

 
Duties of national Education Management Information System officer 
5. An Education Management Information System officer within the Department of Basic 

Education must— 

 

(a) coordinate, approve and control the release of official statistics and education data 

to all stakeholders, including the Department of Basic Education, in accordance 

with reporting cycles or special requests; 

 

(b) ensure that education data released adheres to the Protection of Personal 

Information Act, 2013 (Act No. 4 of 2013); 
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(c) ensure that the Education Management Information System is developed and 

maintained in line with Information Standards defined in the National Education 

Information Policy (2004) and promote the effective use of Education Management 

Information System by education institutions; 

 

(d) approve education data collection projects; 

 

(e) monitor compliance and collaborate with other provincial and national information 

officers to advance the Education Management Information System; and 

 

(f) organise regular meetings with all provincial Education Management Information 

System officers in the furtherance of the Education Management Information 

System. 

 

Duties of provincial Education Management Information System officer 
6. An Education Management Information System officer in an education department 

must— 

 

(a) coordinate, approve and control the release of official provincial Education 

Management Information System statistics and data to all relevant institutions and 

authorised parties; 

 

(b) ensure that education data released adheres to quality standards as required by 

the Department of Basic Education and the Protection of Personal Information Act, 

2013 (Act No. 4 of 2013); 

 

(c) collaborate with all other Education Management Information System officers  in 

the furtherance of the Education Management Information System; and 

 

(d) provide advice on the improvements of electronic and non-electronic information 

systems. 

 

 

Duties of district Education Management Information System officer 
7. An Education Management Information System officer in each education district must— 
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(a) coordinate and control the release of education data from education institutions to 

all information users, including both external and internal stakeholders such as 

provincial and district officials, the Department of Basic Education and academic 

researchers, in accordance with established information reporting cycles or in 

response to special information requests; and 

 

(b) ensure that statistics and education data submitted comply with Information 

Standards defined in the National Education Information Policy (2004) with regard 

to accuracy and presentation.  

 
Duties of an education institution’s Education Management Information System officer 
8. An education institution Education Management Information System officer must— 

 

(a) coordinate and control the release of education data to all information users, 

including  external and internal stakeholders, such as provincial and district 

officials, the Department of Basic Education and academic researchers, in 

accordance with reporting cycle and special information requests ensuring data 

adherence to established standards and requirements; 

 

(b) ensure that a business process is developed and adhered to during data 

processing and migration between systems and data is consistent across 

systems; and 

 

(c) establish effective and rigorous record-keeping, data verification, data capturing 

and data handling methodology and sign-off procedures to ensure clean, accurate, 

reliable and consistent quality data. 
 

 

Duties of principal or head of education institution 
9. The principal or head of an education institution must— 

 

(a) sign off all education data relating to his or her education institution; 

 

(b) submit signed education data to the relevant education department; and 
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(c) ensure that education data submitted is accurate and complies with data 

specifications established by the Department of Basic Education.  

 
Duties of data managers 
10. Each data manager must— 

 

(a) ensure that education data collected and submitted to the Department of Basic 

Education is accurate, accessible, and utilised effectively; and 

 

(b) comply with relevant regulations and policies relating to data collected by the 

Department of Basic Education. 

 

 

Duties of system administrator 
11.(1) An education department and education institute must appoint an official as a 

system administrator who will be responsible for the deployment, maintenance and support of 

the Education Management Information System in that education department or education 

institution.  

 

(2) A system administrator must— 

 

(a) manage user access and permissions; 

(b) provide technical support to employees; 

(c) perform data backups; 

(d) identify system requirements and install upgrades; and 

(e) manage software updates, handle patches and monitor data security.  

 

Data collection, submission and reporting  
12.(1) All education institutions must capture and provide all education data through the 

Education Management Information System, in accordance with the data reporting obligations 

specified in subregulation (3). 

 

(2) Learner enrolment and educator information for Grade R in registered Early 

Childhood Development Programmes must be collected through the Education Management 

Information System in accordance with the data reporting obligations specified in 

subregulation (3).  
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(3) The data reporting obligations referred to in subregulations (1) and (2) are as follows: 

 

(a)  All education institutions must ensure that all minimum fields (as specified in 

Annexure A) are captured, verified, complete and accurate prior to submission; 

(b)  Education departments and institutions must submit all required data within the 

timeframes prescribed by the Department, including any annual, quarterly, or ad hoc 

reporting period (Annexure B); 

(c)   All education departments and institutions must implement appropriate internal 

processes to ensure compliance with data quality standards as stipulated in the 

South African Statistical Quality Assessment Framework (SASQAF); 

(d) All data required must be submitted to the designated provincial and national 

information system, including the National Data Warehouse, in a format and manner 

determined by the Department; 

(e) The Education Management Information System officer of the relevant education 

department or education institution must confirm and approve the education data 

before submission. 

 

(4) The National Data Warehouse shall serve as the central repository for the storage and 

management of all education data reported at education institution, ECD centres, Home 

Education, circuit, district, provincial, and national levels. 

 

(5) Education departments must ensure that quality assured, complete and valid education 

data is submitted to the Department of Basic Education.  

 

(6) Policy owners at all levels of the education system must verify the completeness and 

validity of the education data.  

 

(7) The education data management processes that are instituted at provincial level must 

comply with the policy directives established by the Department of Basic Education. 

 

(8) The Department of Basic Education must maintain and publish the master list for all 

education institutions as per the Master List Standard as published in Government Gazette 

No. 35526.  
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(9) The Department of Basic Education must keep records of all registered Home Education 

learners provided by education departments in the National Data Warehouse (which is a 

centralised, integrated repository of data collected from all education institutions, ECD centres 

and Home Education sector).  

(10)  All education institutions and education departments must cooperate with any data quality 

audits, evaluations, or verification processes initiated by the Department, and must provide 

access to records, supporting documents and information requests. 

 
Compliance and access control 
13.(1) Education departments and education institutions must ensure that measures are 

established and maintained to protect the integrity and confidentiality of personal information 

collected by such education institutions and education departments.  

 

(2) Education departments and institutions must keep and maintain a register of personnel 

who have access to databases containing personal information.  

 

(3) Education departments must safely and accessibly store education data reflecting the 

current education system and historical profiles of the education system from the past, in 

accordance with information standards defined in the National Education Information Policy 

(2004). 

 

Short title and commencement  
14. These Regulations are called the National Education Information System Regulations, 

2026, and come into operation on a date determined by the Minister by notice in the Gazette. 
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