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SOUTH AFRICAN HERITAGE RESOURCES AGENCY 

 
DECLARATION OF THE GATS RIVER FOSSIL SITE, NIEU-BETHESDA, EASTERN 

CAPE AS A NATIONAL HERITAGE SITE 

“The Gats River Fossil Site, in the riverbed at Nieu Bethesda, where rocks of the late Permian 
�ic�nodont �ssembla�e �one of the �aroo Su�er�rou� are well e��osed, has �ielded numerous 
im�ortant fossils, in �articular fossils of mammal�like re�tiles �thera�sids�� These fossils re�resent an 
evolutionar� sta�e when re�tilian and mammalian linea�es s�lit, �ivin� rise to the ancestors of 
mammals, and the remote ancestors of humankind� Fossil ta�a that have been collected from the site 
include �oun�ina ca�enis, �ic�nodon �eonice�s, �udenodon baini, ��nosaurus kitchin�, �ctidosucho�s 
intermedius, Therio�nathus, and Proc�nosuchus delahar�eae 
 
This site alread� serves as an educational e��erience for locals, the �rowin� number of visitors to the 
town as well as �eolo�� and �alaeontolo�� students that include this site in their field tri�s due to its 
�otential of easil� findin� new si�nificant fossils and understandin� �alaeoenvironmental features�” 
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