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DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS, ARTS AND CULTURE

NO.  6008� 20 March 2025DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS ARTS AND CULTURE 

 
SOUTH AFRICAN HERITAGE RESOURCES AGENCY 

 
DECLARATION OF THE GRAVE OF ADAM KOK III, KOKSTAD KWAZULU NATAL AS A 

NATIONAL HERITAGE SITE 

“The grave of Adam Kok III is testament to the determination of the Griqua Nation’s resilience to 
colonial e�pansion� �is reign, as leader of the Griqua nation, faced an increasing �oer presence in the 
territor� under his control� �e made several efforts to confront the rising threat to his rule including 
appealing to the Governor of the �ape �olon�, leasing land, and entering into numerous treaties� 
�hen the �oer incursion �ecame untena�le, Adam Kok III migrated southeast across the 
�rakens�erg �ountains, to an area that was mainl� populated �� �hosa speakers, where he formed 
a small politicall� dominant minorit� and esta�lished the territor� of Griqualand East with 
Kokstad �named in honour of Adam Kok III� as its capital� �nce settled, Adam Kok III succeeded in 
esta�lishing a self�governing territor� with a Griqua government that raised its own revenue through 
ta�es, traded licenses, and fines� and in 1��� printed its own currenc�, �acked �� livestock and grain�  
Adam Kok III was a well�loved Griqua leader who defended his d�nast� against colonial 
encroachment in the central western regions of South Africa�1 In the 19��s sections of Griqualand 
East were incorporated into the “homelands” of Transkei and in 1994, after South Africa’s first 
democratic election it �ecame part of the Sisonke �istrict �unicipalit� �now the �arr� Gwala �istrict 
�unicipalit�� of Kwa�ulu Natal” 

1 Adam Kok III https://www.longmarchtofreedom.co.za/BronzeStatues/Statue/618aa9f1faf6d2fddee410cc 
Online, Available at www.longmarchtofreedom.co.za [Accessed 20 June 2023]   
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