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1.16 Essential Features and Outcomes of a Developmental Child Care and Protection Policy

In terms of the law and the science, the child care and protection system should exhibit the following features:

a. It must prioritise investments in promotive and preventative interventions, particularly those with the proven ability to achieve
immediate development benefits for the child and longer-term benefits for the sustained development of the country. This
includes investing in ECD services to build sound foundations and in the continuation of ongoing family and community-based
support to sustain nurturing environments and networks throughout the life cycle of the child.

b. It must prioritise parental support and family-strengthening initiatives, as development and protection start, and are sustained
in, the home.

c. It must be promotive and provide a universal platform of public services to support and promote the development of all children
through the realisation of their rights.

d. It must create supportive, safe and enabling spaces in families and communities, as well as in facilities and institutions, for
nurturing responsive relationships and care.

e. It must identify children at risk of neglect and abuse and provide targeted, appropriate and additional early intervention servic-
     es that address the risk to seek to avoid abuse, neglect and exploitation. These services must build the resilience of vulnera-
     ble families and children to enable responsive and nurturing caregiving relationships that can ensure the development of
     children to their full potential. This requires the provision of:

i. Material support;

ii. Services and support to strengthen core parenting/caregiver skills and capabilities; and

iii. Continuity in services to maintain strong and healthy parent/caregiver and child relationships in every care-relationship,
whether biological, kin, foster or adoptive, or based in formal residential care.

f. It must have effective and strong child protection systems and procedures in place for the early identification of children who
lack family care, experience abuse, neglect and exploitation, and/or are exposed to the criminal justice system; and for the
provision of responsive protective services to the child, family and caregivers to protect the children from further harm, limit the
impact of their circumstances on their development, and secure their placement and retention in permanent responsive caregi-

     ving relationships, preferably with their families. 

g. Where family placement is not feasible and young people are still in alternative care at the age of 16 years and above, the
system must provide guidance on how best to prepare and support youth for the transition from care to other living options
within their community.

h. It must provide support at multiple nested levels, all of which have a relational impact on the development of the child at the
centre

i. At the level of the child;

ii. At the parental/caregiver level;

iii. At the level of community institutions providing support to children, parents and families;

iv. At the level of residential care; and

v. In the governing policies and programmes of the GRSA.

i. It must provide guidance for the provision of services and support in combinations that are appropriate to the age and develop-
     mental stage of the young child, adolescent and young adult.

j. It must ensure an integrated, connected and coordinated response that effectively addresses the full suite of intersecting adver-    
     sities that impact on the development of core skills and capabilities.

k. It must mandate and obligate the full diversity of responsible duty-bearers, role-players to work collectively and collaboratively
in partnership to secure children’s development and protection through a countrywide network of care and support.

l. It must mandate and obligate the full diversity of responsible duty-bearers, role-players to work collectively and collaboratively
in partnership to secure children’s development and protection through a countrywide network of care and support.
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Figure 2: Continuum of surveillance responsibilities: from screening to investigation 

4.7.1.1 Roles and responsibilities of different levels of government

Figure 2: Continuum of surveillance responsibilities: from screening to investigation
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