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GovERNMENT NOTICES ® GOEWERMENTSKENNISGEWINGS

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES
NO. 537 14 MAY 2020

DIRECTIONS REGARDING MEASURES TO ADDRESS, PREVENT AND COMBAT THE SPREAD
OF COVID-19 RELATING TO THE BIODIVERSITY SECTOR

|, Barbara Dallas Creecy, Minister of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment do hereby issue the
Directions set out in the Schedule in ferms of regulation 4(10) of the Regulations issued by the Minister
of Co-operative Governance and Traditional Affairs in terms of section 27(2) of the Disaster Management
Act, 2002 {Act No. 57 of 2002) and published on 29 April 2020 in Govemnment Notice No. R. 480 of

Govemment Gazeffe No. 43258,

o

BARBARA DALLAS CREECY
MINISTER OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za




4 No. 43323 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 14 MAY 2020

1.

R.SCHEDULE

Definitions

In these Directions, any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the
Reguiations, the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, the Threatened or
Protected Species Reguiations, the CITES Regulations, the Alien and Invasive Species
Regulations, the Amendment Regulations and appiicable provincial conservation legislation,
bears the meaning so assigned and, unless the context otherwise indicates—

“Allen and Invaslve Species Regulations” means the Regulations issued in ferms of section
97(1) of the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act and published on 1 August
2014 in Government Notice No. R. 598 of Government Gazetfe No. 37885,

“Amendment Regulations” means the Bio-Prospecting, Access and Benefit Sharing
Amendment Regulations issued in terms of section 97(1) of the National Environmental
Management: Biodiversity Act and published on 19 May 2015 in Government Notice No. R. 447
of Government Gazette No. 38809;

“applicable provincial conservation legislation” means any Provincial Act, Ordinance or
Decree that regulates biodiversity conservation matters;

“CITES Regulations” means the Convention on Intemational Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) Regulations issued in terms of section 97(1) of the National
Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act and published on 5 March 2010 in Goverment
Notice No. R. 173 of Government Gazetfe No. 33002,

“Disaster Management Act” means the the Disaster Management Act, 2002 (Act No. 57 of
2002);

“Natlonal Environmental Management: Biodlversity Act” means the National Environmental
Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004);

“Regulations” means the Regulations issued in terms of section 27(2) of the Disaster
Management Act and published on 28 April 2020 in Government Notice No. R. 480 of
Government Gazette No. 43258; and

“Threatened or Protected Specles Regulations” means the Regulations issued in terms of
section 97(1) of the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act and published on 23
February 2007 in Government Notice No. R. 52 of Government Gazetis No. 28657.
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3.2

Purpose

The purpose of these Directions is to curtail the threat posed by the COVID-19 pandemic and to
alleviate, contain and minimise the effects of the national state of disaster, and to ensure fair
processes, especially specified processes relating to permits, registrations, and certificates that
cannot be adhered to during the Alert Levels due to the restrictions placed on the movement of
people. These Directions further aim to provide direction in respect of the carrying out of activities
by the biodiversity sector in terms of the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act,
the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, 2003 (Act No. 57 of 2003) and
any applicable provincial conservation leglslation in respect of activitles and services that have
been declared essential or are permitted during Alert Level 4.

Application

These Directions apply to—

(a) issuing authorities who are responsible for the processes listed in paragraphs 4, 5 and
6; and

(b) all applicants and holders of pemnits, registrations, and certificates related to the matters
dealt with in paragraphs 4, 5 and 6.

Where any issuing authority affected by these Directions has publicly indicated that a different
arangement applies, in respect of paragraphs 4, 5 and 6, such an arrangement will prevail over
any arangement indicated in these Directions.

Extension of timeframes

The following timeframes, which have lapsed during the peried of lockdown and Alert Level 4 of

the national state of disaster declared for the COVID-19 pandemic, or which will lapse during the

Alert Level 4 period, are hereby extended, or will be deemed to be extended, with effect from 27

March 2020 until further notice:

(a)  Timeframes prescribed in terms of regulations published in terms of section 97 of the
National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act, or timeframes prescribed in
terms of any applicable provincial conservation legislation, relating to the consideration
of applications and issuing of pemmits, registrations and certificates; and

(b)  timeframes as contained in any permit, registration, and certificate or any condition In
such permit, registration and certificate issued in terms of the legislation contemplated in
paragraph 4(a), including timeframes with regard to validity periods.
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5.2

8.2

Applications for and issuing of permits, registrations and certificates
Issuing authorities will receive and process applications, and issue permits, registrations and
certificates during Alert Level 4, unless otherwise indicated in Annexures 1 and 2 fo these

Directions.

The manner in which issuing authorities will receive and process applications, and issue permits,
registrations or certificates, during Alert Level 4, is sef out in Annexure 1 to these Directions.

Activitles
The restrictions in respect of the carrying out of activities during Alert Level 4 apply as Iindicated

in Annexure 2 to these Directions.

Any activity supporting, or associated with, an activity indicated in Column 2 of the table in
Annexure 2, and which falls outside the scope of these Directions, must comply with the relevant

legal requirements.

Commencement and duration
These Directions come into effect on the date of publication in the Govemment Gazetis, and wil

apply for the period of Alert Level 4.
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ANNEXURE 3

PERMIT TO PERFORM ESSENTIAL SERVICES/ ACTIVITIES OR PERMITTED SERVICES/ ACTIVITIES FOR
THE BIODIVERSITY SECTOR
In terms of Regulation 16(2)(b) and Reguiation 28(4)

ESSENTIAL SERVICES/ ACTIVITY | PERMITTED SERVICES/ ACTIVITY

The person to whom this permit Is issued must at all times present a form of identification together with this permit
if no identification is presented, the person to whom the pemmit is issued will have to retum to his or her place of
residence.

|, with the below-mentioned detalls:
Surname
Full names

Identity number
Contact details Cell number Tel number w Tel number E-mail address

Physlcal
address/
description of
locality where
service/ activity
will take place
Capacity in
which the permit
Is lssued

Hereby certify that the below-mentioned person is performing the following services/ carmrying out the following
activity:

WITHIN THE PROVINCE ll | ACROSS PROVINCIAL BORDERS | ]

Surname

Full names
identity number
Place of
resldence

Date for which permit is valid * or period for which permit is valid

Signed at on this the day of 2020.

Signature of person/ institution Signature of the holder of Official stamp in the case of an
issuing this permit this permit institution
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