
NOTICE OF 2019

DEPARTMENT OF WATER D SANITATION

NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998
(ACT NO.36 OF 1 8)

DETE (NATION OF WATER RESOURCE C SES D RESOURCE QU
OBJECTIVES FOR MOKOLO, MAT , CROCODILE ST) D M ICO

CATCHMENTS

I, Gugile Nkwinti, Minister of Water and Sanitation, hereby, in terms of section 13(1) of
National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998) determine the classes of water resources and the
resource quality obj es, as set out in the Schedule.

MR GU E N NTI
MINISTER OF WATER D S ITATION
DATE: a ¡ VII ) `Z. Q 19
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SCHEDULE 

DETERMINATION OF WATER RESOURCE CLASSES AND RESOURCE QUALITY 
OBJECTIVES FOR MOKOLO, MATLABAS, CROCODILE (WEST) AND MARICO 
CATCHMENTS  
 

1. DEFINITIONS 
 
In this Schedule any word to which a meaning has been assigned in the National Water Act shall 
bear the meaning so assigned and, unless the context otherwise indicates -  
 
“Class I” means the configuration of Ecological Categories of the water resources within a 
catchment that results in an overall condition of that water resource which is minimally altered 
from its predevelopment condition; 
 
“Class II” means the configuration of Ecological Categories of the water resources within a 
catchment that results in an overall condition of that water resource which is moderately altered 
from its predevelopment condition; 
 
“Class III” means the configuration of Ecological Categories of the water resources within a 
catchment that results in an overall condition of that water resource which is significantly altered 
from its predevelopment condition; 
 
“Ecological Category” means the ecological condition to a water resource that reflects the 
ecological condition of that water resource in terms of the deviation of its biophysical components 
from the natural reference condition; 
 
“Ecological Water Requirement” means the flow patterns (the magnitude, timing and duration 
thereof) and the water quality needed to maintain a riverine ecosystem in a particular condition 
and refers to both the quantity and quality components of a riverine ecosystem; 
 
“Integrated Unit of Analysis” means an integrated unit of analysis that represents a 
homogenous catchment area of similar impacts and a broad scale unit for assessing the socio-
economic implications of different catchment configuration scenarios and to report on the 
ecological conditions at a sub-catchment scale;   
 
“National Water Act” means the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998); 
 
“Percentile” means the non-exceedance probability, that is, at the 95th percentile 95 percent of 
values must be less than the value, and at the 50th percentile 50 percent of values must be less 
than the value; 
 
“Present Ecological State” means the current health or integrity of various biological attributes 
of the resource, compared to the natural or close to natural reference conditions; 
 
“Recommended Ecological Category” means a category indicating the ecological 
management target for a water resource based on its ecoclassification that should be attained.  
 
“Resource Quality Objectives” means the Resource Quality Objectives that are both descriptive 
statements and numerical values for the biological, physical and chemical attributes of the 
significant water resources throughout the catchments.  They are narrative and qualitative 
statements that describe the overall objectives for the Resource unit; 
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“Resource Unit” means a stretch of a river, an individual wetland or cluster of wetlands, an 
estuary, or a dam that is sufficiently ecologically distinct to warrant its own specification of an 
ecological water requirement or resource quality objective and that its geographic boundaries are 
clearly delineated. A Resource Unit is the basic unit of a water resource to which Resource 
Quality Objectives will apply; 
 
“Water Resource Class” means the representation of the attributes required of different water 
resources by the water resource custodian (the Department of Water and Sanitation). 
 
 

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE WATER RESOURCE 

 
The water resource classes and resource quality objectives are determined for all or part of every 
significant water resource as set out below:  
 
Water Management Area:  Limpopo North West  
Drainage Region:  A10, A21 to A24, A31, A32, A41 and A42 Tertiary Drainage Region 
River(s):              Mokolo, Matlabas, Crocodile (West) and Marico river systems  

 
Water Management Area: Vaal Water Management Area  
Drainage Region:  D41A Quaternary Drainage Region 
River(s):              Molopo River system 

 
 

3. DETERMINATION OF WATER RESOURCE CLASSES IN TERMS OF SECTION 
13(1)(a) OF THE NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998  

i. The water resource classes for Mokolo, Matlabas, Crocodile (West) and Marico 
catchments are listed in Table 1 according to the overall class per integrated unit of 
analysis (IUA), indicated in Figure 1. 

ii. IUAs are classified in terms of their extent of permissible utilisation and protection 
as either Class I: indicating high environmental protection and minimal utilisation; 
Class II indicating moderate protection and moderate utilisation; and Class III 
indicating sustainable minimal protection and high utilisation.  

iii. Table 1 provides the IUA, its water resource class and its respective catchment 
configuration. The catchment configuration consists of a number of biophysical 
nodes representing river reaches or resource units (RUs). The ecological category 
to be maintained for each RU in the IUA is provided. 

 
4. DETERMINATION OF RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES IN TERMS OF SECTION 

13(1)(b)  OF THE NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998 
 

 
i. Resource Quality Objectives (RQOs) are defined for each prioritised RU for every 

IUA in terms of water quantity, habitat and biota, and water quality. 
 

ii. Figure 2 represents the RU boundaries of the Crocodile (West), Marico, Mokolo and 
Matlabas catchments. 
 

iii. Table 2 to Table 20 provide the RQOs for RIVERS AND DAMS in priority RUs.  
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iv. Table 21 represents the RQOs for PRIORITY WETLAND CLUSTERS AND 
SYSTEMS in selected Resource Units.  

 
v. Table 22 to Table 32 represent Regional and RU specific RQOs for 

GROUNDWATER in priority RUs. 
 

vi. RQOs will apply from the date of publication of this Notice in the Government 
Gazette, unless otherwise specified by the Minister. 
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