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BACKGROUND 
The Built Environment is defined as the physical world intentionally created through science and 

technology for the benefit of mankind. Parliament, in recognition of the crucial role that built 

environment professionals play in South African society passed seven Acts in 2000 to regulate 

six built environment professions, namely architecture, engineering, landscape architecture, 

project and construction management, property valuation and quantity surveying and the Council 

for the Built Environment as an overarching body over the activities of said six councils (hereafter 

to as the CBEP). 

The identified scope of work for each category of registration is seen as a component of a 

framework to regulate the built environment professions. The South African Council for the 

Architectural Profession (SACAP), will in consultation with the CBE, develop an Identification of 

Work Policy that will, in conjunction with this identified scope of work and other instruments, form 

the framework to regulate the Architectural Profession. 

The identified scope of work is aligned to Architectural training programs accredited by SACAP 

at Institutions of Higher Learning. 

Therefore, all new entrants into the profession will be registered in the appropriate category, 

based on their professional qualification. 

Currently registered persons have to a large extent been registered in accordance with the above 

provisions. The following mechanisms will be introduced to enable registration in accordance 

with registration requirements where persons performing identified work do not comply with these 

requirements: 

1. Special Consent,

2. Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL),

3. Transitional arrangements.

AMBIT OF THE SCOPE OF WORK 
In the context of this process and as per Section 20(2) of the Council for the Built Environment 

Act 43 OF 2000, scope means “the range of work performed by a registered person in terms of 

a specific piece of legislation other than the legislation that created the councils for the 

professions, or the statutory duties which may be performed by a registered person.” 
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REGISTRATION CATEGORIES 
In terms of Section 18(1) of the Architectural Profession Act, 2000 (Act No. 44 of 2000, as 

amended) the Act empowers SACAP to register persons in certain prescribed Categories of 

Registration. The categories are: Professionals, Candidates and Specified Categories.  

The Professional Category consists of the categories of Professional Architect, Professional 

Senior Architectural Technologist, Professional Architectural Technologist and Professional 

Architectural Draughtsperson. 

SCOPE OF WORK PER PROFESSIONAL CATEGORY 

Professional Architect 
Definition:  A Professional Architect is a person who is registered as such 

in terms of the Architectural Profession Act, 2000 (Act No. 44 

of 2000, as amended). 

Level Descriptor A Professional Architect is a person trained and skilled to 

undertake all architectural work as identified for all of the 

professional categories, and in addition can undertake the 

following scope of work: 

a) multi-storey,

b) multi-functional, and

c) complex building types.

Professional Senior Architectural Technologist 
Definition: A Professional Senior Architectural Technologist is a person 

who is registered as such in terms of the Architectural 

Profession Act, 2000 (Act No. 44 of 2000, as amended). 

Level Descriptor A Professional Senior Architectural Technologist is a person 

trained to undertake architectural work over and above that of 

the Professional Architectural Technologist and Professional 

Architectural Draughtsman and can undertake the following 

work: 
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a) Simple multi story building, and

b) Long span structures.

Professional Architectural Technologist 
Definition: A Professional Architectural Technologist is a person who is 

registered as such in terms of the Architectural Profession Act, 

2000 (Act No. 44 of 2000, as amended). 

Level Descriptor A Professional Architectural Technologist is a person trained to 

undertake architectural work over and above that of a 

Professional Architectural Draughtsperson; and can undertake 

the following work:  

a) Simple double storey buildings

Professional Architectural Draughtsperson 
Definition: A Professional Architectural Draughtsperson is a person who is 

registered as such in terms of the Architectural Profession Act, 

2000 (Act No. 44 of 2000, as amended). 

Level Descriptor A Professional Architectural Draughtsperson is a person trained 

to undertake architectural work and can undertake the following 

work: 

a) Single dwelling unit – simple single storey

STAGE OF SERVICES 

Definition: Stages of Services are the deliverables to be performed during a 

built environment project. 

Applicable Professional: The Scope of Services as outlined for each stage in the delivery of 

a project applies to ALL of the Professional Categories: 

Professional Architect, Professional Senior Architectural 

Technologist, Professional Architectural Technologist, and 

Professional Architectural Draughtsperson.
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