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DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND SANITATION

NO. 655 10 MAY 2019
NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998
(ACT NO.36 OF 1998)

PROPOSED CLASSES OF WATER RESOURCE AND RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES
FOR THE BERG CATCHMENT

I, Gugile Nkwinti, in my capacity as Minister of Water and Sanitation and duly authorised in
terms of Section 13(4) of the National Water Act, 1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998) hereby publish, the
notice for the proposed classes of water resources and the proposed resource quality objectives

for the Berg Catchment.

Any person who wishes to submit written comments with regard to the proposed classes of
water resources and the proposed resource quality objectives should submit the comments
within 60 days from the date of publication of this Notice to:

Director: Water Resource Classification
Attention: Ms Lebogang Matlala
Department of Water and Sanitation
Ndinaye Building 5046

178 Francis Baard Street

Private Bag x 313

Pretoria

0001

Facsimile: 012 336 6712

Email: matialal@dws.gov.za

—r

MR NKWINTI GE (MP)
MINISTER OF WATER AND SANITATION

DATE: 22.[02 [206/9

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za
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SCHEDULE

DESCRIPTION OF THE WATER RESOURCE

The proposed water resource classes and resource quality objectives are determined for all or part of every
significant water resource as set out below:

Water Management Area: Berg-Olifants Water Management Area
Drainage Region: G1, G2 Secondary Drainage Region and G40A Quaternary Drainage Region
River(s): The Berg River is the largest river in the study area, which also includes a

number of smaller catchments within the City of Cape Town Metropolitan area
such as the Diep, Kuils, Eerste, Lourens, Sir Lowry’s, Steenbras, as well as
various small catchments on the Cape Peninsula and along the West Coast.

A. PROPOSED WATER RESOURCE CLASSES AS REQUIRED IN TERMS OF SECTION 13(4)(a)(i)(aa)

OF THE NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998

The proposed water resource classes for the Berg Catchment are listed in Table 1 according
to the overall class per integrated unit of analysis (IUA), indicated in Figure 1.

IUAs are classified as either Class I: indicating high environmental protection and minimal
utilisation; Class Il indicating moderate protection and moderate utilisation; and Class Il
indicating sustainable minimal protection and high utilisation.

Table 1 provides the IUA, the recommended water resource class and its respective
catchment configuration. The catchment configuration consists of a number of biophysical
nodes representing river reaches or river resource units (RUs). The target ecological
category (TEC) to be achieved or maintained for each RU in the IUA is provided.

It is important to note that additional existing geographically defined areas of specific
ecological importance for water resources such as protected areas (e.g. Table Mountain
National Park), critical biodiversity areas (CBAs), national freshwater environmental
protection areas (NFEPAs) and the strategic water source areas (SWSA) should also be
considered in terms of the recommended resource classes as these would indicate areas of
specific importance that should be managed in a higher resource class (e.g. Class 1) than
would be the case for the average of all resource units across the IUA (e.g. in a Class II).

B. RESOURCE QUALITY OBJECTIVES OF WATER RESOURCES AS REQUIRED IN TERMS OF

SECTION 13(4)(a)(i)(bb) OF THE NATIONAL WATER ACT, 1998

Resource Quality Objectives (RQOs) are defined for prioritised RUs for each IUA in terms of
water quantity, habitat and biota, and water quality. Prioritised RUs are indicated in Figure 1.

Table 2 to Table 10 provide the RQOs for RIVERS in priority RUs.
Table 11 to Table 17 provide the RQOs for ESTUARIES in priority RUs.
Table 18 provides the RQOs for DAMS in priority RUs

Table 19 provides the RQOs for GROUNDWATER in priority RUs.

RQOs will apply from the date signed off as determined in terms of Section 13(1) of the
National Water Act, 1998, unless otherwise specified by the Minister.
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Figure 1: Proposed Water Resource Classes for the Berg Catchment
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