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GovERNMENT NOTICES ® GOEWERMENTSKENNISGEWINGS

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
NO. R. 558 05 APRIL 2019

NURSING ACT, 2008 {act No. 33 of 20085)

REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE APPROVAL OF AND THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
FOR THE EDUCATION AND TRAINING OF A LEARNER/SBTUDENT LEADING TO
REGISTRATION IN THE CATEGORY MIDWIFE

The Minister of Mealth infends, in terms of section 581D of the Nursing Act, 2008 {Act No.33
of 2008}, and after consultation with the South African Nursing Councll, {0 make the Regulations
in the Schedule,

Interested persons are nwvited 1o submit any substaniiated somments or represeniations on the
proposed Regulations 1o the Director-General of Health, Private Bag X828, Pratoria, 0001 {for
the sttention of the Dieclor  Public Entitles and Manggement (Ms M Mushwana,
' o, 2a), within three (3) morghe of the date of publication of this nofice,

{
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ISTER OF HEALTH
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BOHMEDILE
Definitions

inn this schadule “the Act” means the Nursing Act, 2008 (Act No.33 of 2008), and any
axpression o which & maeaning has been assigned in the Act shall bear such meaning
and, urdess the context indicates otherwise-

“ascademic yeur” means & pariod of ol least 44 weeks of lparning in any calendar vear;

“assessment” maans a structured process for gathering evidence and making judgments
abewt & learher's perdformance in ssletion o the presoribed requirements for the
PrOYTEMME;

“asgessment method” means the acl that the assessor engages in, ulilizing a varety of
assessment strategles;

“gnpesser” means @ praciitionsr registersd as such with the Councll, wihto will be
responsible for the assessmant of the leamer’s achievement of lsarming culcomas for the
programme;

“glinical sccompaniment” means 6 structured process by & nursing education institution
1o fgcilifate assistance and support to the lpamern, by the nurse sducator &t the dinical
faciiity, 1o ensure the achiaverment of the programme ouloomes;

*aiindcal facility” means & haslth establishiment whose primary purpose is the provision
of care to healthcare users and 18 also utifized to teach clinies! skills 1o varmers;

“stinical learning opportunities” means the range of leaming experiences available in @
healthcare seffing or other expedential learming sites, for a lsamer 10 gain the required
ciinioal skifis,

“clinical placement” means the period spent by s leamer in clinical and other
experiential learming siies 1o ensure that the purpose of the programme is achieved;

“elinical supervision” means the ausistance and suppon exisnded to the learner by the
migwife at a clindcal facilily, with gn aim of developing a competent, indapendent
practitioner;

“eompatence” moeans the abllify of a practitionst to integrate the professional attribules
including, but not imited to, knowledge, skills, udgment, values and beliefs required to
perdonm as a midwife in gl sltuations and practice setlings,
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“fee” means & fea or fees determined by the Councli from time o tme and published by
notice in the Govermment Gazetle;

“tundamentsl learning” means leaming which forms the basis needed 1o undertake the
pELGTAMIME;

“integrated assesswent” means forms of assessment which permit the leamer o
damonstrate applied competence and which use a range of formetive and summative
assessmaent methods;

“lsarne” means a person registered with the Councll 88 a learmer midwife iIn terms of
Section 32,

“learning outcomes” meansg the presoribed compeiencies and educational outcomes for
the programeme;

“miledwife” means person registerad as such in terms of saction 31;

*moderation” means the process conducted by an independent modersior, which
ensures that assessment of the outcomes prascribed for the programme s fair, valid and
reiable;

‘maderator” mesns o practiioner regiiered as such with the Councll who will be
responsibile for the moderstion of assessment conducted by the nursing education
ingtitutions for the programss;

*orogramime”’ means & purposeiul and structured sot of lbarming experiences the leeds
o registration in the category ‘midwife”,

“grogramme outcomes” means the equivalent of the exit level outcomss of the
gualification;

“gualification” mesng a planned combingtion of learning outtomes with a defined
pumpose that is intended fo provide gualifying learnars with applied competence for
masting the prescribed requirements of the qualification in the category 'midwife’, that is
ragistered on the National Gualifications Framework (NGF), and

“regognition of prior learning” means the evidence-based comparison of previous
learning and expearience against the learning outcomes required for a specilic programime,
and the accaptance of such previous lsaming for the purpose of accessing a programme.
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Requirements for registration In the category Midwife

A pergon shall be registersd in the category ‘Midwife' in terms of Section 31{1)(b) if such

pErEon-

(&) raceived education and traking at a Nussing Educstion institution that i acoredited to
provide the prograrmme,

(b was registered with the Council as & lsarner for the duration of the programms in
tarms of gaction 32 of the Act;

{c} has met the requirements of tha aceredited programme;

{d) has besn sssessed ank found gompetent in all exit leve! cutcomes of the programmae;
and

(&) has complied with any othar conditions as determined by the Council.

On completion or termination of the programme, the person in charge of the Nursing
Education Institution where the leamer was registered must submit to the Council -

(&) A racord of theoratical sducation and frsining,

{b) A record of clinical education and traning;

{o} A record of summative assessments conducted, including resognition of prior learning
where applicable;

{8} if applicable, & declaration cerdiving that the leamer has metl the presoribed
sducational requiremerds and is competent for registradion in the category "Midwife',
signad by the person in charge of the Nursing Bducation instifution, in & format as
determingd by the Council] and

{a} Any other information as may be requirad by the Counclt,

The application for registration in the category "Midwife' must be In accordance with the

Regulations Relating fo the Perticulars fo be Furished lo the Coundlf for Keeping of the
Rogistar for NMursing Practiioners, the Manner of Effecting Allerations to the Register, and
Cartificates that may ba issued by the Coundll, published in Government Notice No, R,
1695 of 19 February 2008,

Int the case of 2 person that was not duly registered with the Councll as 3 leamer in terms
of subreguiation {13){b), education and fraining undergone during the period when the
person was not registered as a learner shall not be recognized by the Council,
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3. Acurpditation of & Nurmsing Education nstitution {0 offer the programme

An instituion must be acoredited o offer the programme in terms of the Regulationg
Relating to the Accreditation of Inslitutions as Nursing Education institutions, published
under Governmant Notice No. R 173 of 8 March 2013,

4, Admission requirements to the programme

{1y A candidate shall apply Tor admission o to the programme 0 & Numsing Education
institulion that s scoredited o provide the prograrmme referrad 1o in these Reguiations.

{2} In order to be admitted to the programme, B person must be registered as a general
nurse,

5. WMinimum regquirements for the programme

{1y The reguirements of the programme must be read and applisd In conlunction with the
mides of such programme, a3 detennined by the Council. Buch rules shall be published by
notice in the Government Gazotie,

{2) lLeamers arg regulred fo achieve all exil lovel! ouloomes of the qualification,

{3y The duration of the programme is ong {1 academic year of full tme studies,

{4y A lbamer shall, throughout the programms, receive integrated aducation and training 1o
achigve both theoretival and cinlcal outcomes,

{8y A leamer shall comply with alf clinload placement requiremends of the programme &8s
determined by the Councll,

{6y The maximum period that 8 learner may spend in & simulated letrning environmant must
somply with the conditions determined by Councll, which may be published by nofice in
the Government Gazelts gt the discrstion of the Coungil.

6. Clinical tesching and jearning

(1) Clinical teaching and learning must anly be provided in clinical faciiities that are approved
in terms of he eccrsditation of the programme,

{23 Cilinical learning must take place in @ renge of clinical seltings and other learsing sites that
will facilitate the achievement of the programme oculcomes.

{3) The Nursing Education inglitution must sel clinfeal learmning oulcomes for each of the
toarning areas of the programme.
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{4)
{5

(@)
7)

The Nursing Education Instiution must kKeep records of all clinical training.

The Nursing Education Institution Is accountable for clinioal accompaniment of learmers on
day of pight shift,

The clinleal facility is accountable for clinical supervision of leamers on day or night shift,
Clinical education and tralining shall include leaming experience at nighi which

(&1} Shall not sxcoed two (2] monthe of an academic year; and
{b} Shail aot ke place within the firsl six (8) months of the commencement of the

CrOgramme.
7. Assessment and moderation of learning outcomos
{1} Assessment of leaming by & Nursing Education Institution must comply with the following’

(&) 1t must be conducted by an assessor registerad with the Councll;

(b} The learmar must be assessed and found competent o all learing outcomes of the
progravnme, In Bne with the assessment criteris outlined Tor the gqualitication
ragistered on the Natlongl Qualifications Framework;

&) A minimum of 80% of formative clinical assessment sctivities must be done In 'real
life” shtuations;

(d) Thers must be evidence of continuous assessment throughout the pericd of study;

(&) Thews must be avidence of infermal moderation of all sassegsments;

I Records of assessment and moderalion must be kept by the Nursing Education
instiition for o period as prescribed by relevant legisiation, and be produced on
raguest of the Councll;

{g) Summalive assessment must be conducied @ the end of leaming periods as
determined by inslitutionat golicies, which must include & fingl assessment a8 the end
of the programims; and

{1} Any cther requirements s may b determined by the Councll;

{1} 1ot be conducted by an assessor registered with the Councll

{} The leamer must bo asesssed and found competent in all learning outcomes of the
programime, i line with the assessment ollena oullined for the gualificetion
registered on the National Quailfications Eramework; and

{k) Any other requirements ag may be determinsd by the Council,

{2) Notwithstanding the provisions In subregulation (1), the Councll may delegate the
assessment and maderation funclions to any person or organization.
Regulations relating 1o the Education and Tralning of @ Learmner leading to Registration as a Midwile Page &
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{5)

Transfers

in case of o learaer fransferring fo ancther Nursing Education Institution, tha person in
charge of the Nursing Education Institution transferring the lsarner must —
{&1) Bubmit o the receiving Nursing Education inglitution, on reguest, a record of ail
sducation and training that the learner has undergone; and
(b} Submit to the Coungil
{4y A record of education and training undergone by the learmner, in 8 format
determined by the Council; and
{iiy A notica of termination of education and training in a format determined by the
Councit.

The Nurging Education Institution receiving the transferred learner ag in subregulation {1
must submit fo the Councll an application for readmission of the samer into the
programme In torms of seclion 32 of the Act, and in accordance with prescribed
requirements,

fecognition of prior learming

A learner may be assessed on prior leaming for no more than 80% of the prescribed

oradits fowards the prograrmims by -

(a3 Applying to & Nursing Bducation insBiution accredited to offer the midwifery
programma;

by Providing evidence of prior leaming by means of portiofios, other fonmns of aporopriate
avidence or challenge examinedions; and

{e} Compling with the Nursing Education institution’s Recognition of Prior Lesrming
Policies and Procedures,

The process referred o in subrsgulation {1 must mest the Council's and the general
prascniots for recognition of prior leaming.

The sssessment of prior learning referred fo In subragulation {1} must be conducted by an
assessor registerad in terms of Regulation 7(1)(a),

The nursing education institution must submit the oredits obtained from the assessmant of
prior learning as part of the completion of training records referred to in Regulation 2.2(c).

The Nursing Education Institution where recognition of prior lnarning has taken place must
keep o full record of the assessmant conducted, and all documentation pertaining to such
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sssessment, for a perlod as prescribed by relevant legisiation and, on request, supply
such revords to the Council,

(&)  Whare a Nursing Education Institution fails to produce the recognition of prior igarning
records. on request of the Gouncll, the Councll may refuse such an application for credits,
and whers cradit was alieady grarded, such credit may be withdrawn,

10,  Application of these regulations

{1)  These reguiations shalt apply t0 -
{0} Al programmes leading to regisiration as a Midwife; and
(b Al learners followdng such programmaes.

11, Transitional arrangomants

(1) The Regudations Reisting to the Cowse Lesding {0 Registration as a Midwife published by
Ciovorpment Notice No, R, 284 of 14 February 1878 shall remain i force untl repsalad by
notive in the Government Gazelle.

{2} Notwithstanding the provigions of subregulation {1}, the Council will, from the publivation
date of thess Regulations, vease 1o accredit any Nursing Education Inelitution to offer the
educstion and fraining programme referred {o In subregulation (1),

{3) Notwithstanding the provisions of subregulation {1}, Nursing Education Institutions
aueradited for education and tralning programmes In torms of the Regulations mentioned
in subreguiation (1) wiil cease to admit new learners to such programme on a date fo be
determined by the Councll and published by notice in the Government (sazetle.

{4} The Nurging Education Institutions referred to in sub-eguiation (3) must ensure that &
education and waining programmes that commenced prior to the dale veferred o in
subregulation (3} are completed within a perod of three (3} years from the dale
determined by the Councll Inierms of subregulation 3 abovs.

(8) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-regulation (1), leamers registered in terms of the
regulations mentioned in subregulation (1) will continue 1o be regulated under those
ragulations until the end of the three-year period mentioned in subregulation (4},

12, Commoensemont

Thess Regulations shall come into operation on the date of final publication in the Gazette.
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