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NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY ACT, 1972, Act No. 9,1972

To promote road safety; for that purpose to establish a national
road safety council and a central road safety fund; to repeal

. the South African Road Safety Council Act, 1960 and to
pronde for matters connected therewith,

(English text signed by the State President )
(Assented to 9th March, 1972.) '

BE IT éﬁACTED by the State President; the Senate and the
' House of Assembly of the Republic of South Africa, as
follows:—

. 1, In this Act, unless the context otherwise indicates— . Definitions.
() “Counc1l” means the National Road Safety Councxl
established by section 2; (viii)
(ii). “Dlrector” means the Director mentloned in section 4

(iii) “ﬁxed date” means the date of commencement of this
Act; (xii)- :
(iv) E‘F)und” means the fund estabhshed under secnon 15;
iii
(v) “levy” means the levy 1mposed by section 25; (1v)
(vi) “Managmg Committee” means the managmg com-
mittee established by section 9; (i).
(vii) .“Minister’’ means the Minister of Transport (v)
(viii) “National Transport Commission® means the National
Transport Commission appointed under section 3 of
- the Transport (Co-ordmatlon) Act, 1948 (Act No. 44
of 1948); (vi)
(ix) *“public service” means the pubhc service as defined
in section 3 of the Public Serv1ce Act, 1957 (Act No. 54
-of 1957); (x:)
(x) “rc;gulatlon means a regulatlon made under this Act;
. (ix %
(x:) “Republic” mcludes any terntory in respect of which
Parliament is competent to legislate; (x)
.(xii) “Road Safety Council” means the South African Road
Safety Council established by section 2 of the South
. African Road Safety Councd Act, 1960 (Act No. 1
-of 1960), (vii)

-2. There is hereby established a juristic person undcr the Establishment of

National Road
name The Natlonal Road Safety Council. Safety Council.

3. (1) The Council shall consist of twelve members of whom— Constitution of
(@) four shall be appointed by the Minister of whom— Council.
(i). one shall be a person who, in the opinion of the -
Minister, commands special knowledge with
regard to road safety on account of training and
. experience;
(if) one shall be nominated by the United Municipal
Executive of South Africa; and :
~ (iii) one shall be designated by the Minister as chair-
man and one as deputy chairman;
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+ . (b) five shall be members of the executive committees of
the four provinces and the territory of South-West.
Africa, each designated by the executive commnttee
concerned to serve.on the Council;

(c) three shall be the Secretary for Transport, the Secretary
- . for-Justice and the Commissioner of the South African
" Police, respectively.

(2) A member of the Council, other than a member referred
to in subsection (1) (b) or (), shall be appointed for such period
(not exceeding five years) and on such conditions as the Minister
‘may determine at the time of the appointment: Provided that
the Minister may, if in his opinion there exist sufficient reasons-
therefor, terminate the services of any such member at any time
before the expiry of his perrod of office.

'(3) The periods and. conditions referred to in subsection 2)
may differ in respect of different persons, and such conditions
shall be determined in consultation with the Minister of Finance.

(4) If for any reason a vacancy occurs on the Council, the
Minister may in accordance with the provisions of subsectlons
(1), (2) and (3) appoint a person to fill the vacancy. .

(5) A person whose period of office as a member of the
Councﬂ has explred shall be ¢ligible for reappo:ntment.

4. The Minister shall appomt a person as Director of the Director of
National Road Safety. Council who shall exercise the powers National Road
and ‘perform the duties conferred or imposed upon him by the Safety Council,
Council, and shall receive the remuneration and allowances
determined by the Mlmster in consultatlon with the Minister
of Finance. S

5. The ObjCCt of the CouncrI shall be the promotlon of road Objectof
safety in the Repubhc " o L Council,

Lo

Lt SRR ;

6 The Councxl shall— 5 Functions o
(@) preparea comprehensive research programme to effect Council.
road safety, carry it out systematically after consulta-
tion with the Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research and the National Transport Commission
as to the sequence of the carrying out of such pro-.
gramme, and, as part of the carrying out of that pro-
gramme, assign research projects to, persons who, in
‘the opinion of the Councxl are best equlpped to carry
. - them out; ;-
(b) undertake the collectlon of information in connection
-with road safety and the making available thereof to
authorities and . persons comemed and the publlc
genera]ly,

(c)  give guidance- regarding road safety by means of the
' organizing of congresses, symposiums, summer schools -
and study weeks, by means of mass-communication
- media and in any other manner deemed fit by the
Council ;-
(d) consult with authorities and persons concerned in a
_road safety system in order to assist the Minister in
the co-ordination and actlvatlon of the combatmg of
road accrdents,

(e) at the request of the Mmlster enquire into, and report
‘and make recommendations on, any matter falling
., within the objects of this Act;
(f) perform such other tasks fallmg within the ob_)ects of
this Act as the Minister may impose upon the Council;
(g) make recommendations to the Minister on the carrying
... -out of a resolution passed by the Council but to which
- no effect is given or for.some legal reason no ‘effect
can be given.

2w
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7. In ordér to achieve its object and to perform its functrons Powers of Council.
the Council may—
(@) appoint as officers and employees of the Councxl
persons who, in the opinion of the Council, command
' appropriate training and experience;
(b) purchase or sell, or acquire or dispose of in any other
‘ _ manner, or hire or let or hypothecate any movable or
immovable property; ‘
(¢) " open accounts with banking mstltutlons and arrange
for bank overdrafts;
(d) invest with the Public Debt Commrssmners or in such
'- other manner as the Minister may direct, any moneys
not required for immediate use or as a reasonable
working balance,
“i(e) produce or acquire publicity material, mcludmg films,
' for dissemination by itself or any other person; =
f) finance research in connectlon with road safety,
(g) disseminate information in connection with road
safety by means of the press, the radio and television;
+(h) - publish a periodical to promote road safety and pay
- . rewards for matter inserted therein; =
(i) obtain the services of advertising mstxtutlons for the
. promotion of road safety; .
' {j) - assist local authorities which do not have the necessary
staff therefor, in the laying out of grounds for the
, training of learner motor vehicle drivers;
- (k) assist in providing training facilities for motor vehicle
+ - drivers in cases where such facilities are not prov1ded
' by some authority; -
(D). mve guidance to assocratlons or bodres of persons
' . _having objects similar to’ those of the: Council ;"
“*#(m) organize congresses, symposiums, summer schools and ‘
~- study weeks and, if necessary, pay the costs of the
" preparations therefor, and remunerate persans per-
.t forming thereat; :
(n) with the approval of the Mlmster, take any other steps
‘ that may be necessary to achreve its ob_yect

8. (1) The Council shall meet at such times and places as the Meetings of
chaxrman or, if he is absent, the deputy. chairman may deter- Council.
mine, but not less than four times per year.

(2) The chairman or, if he is absent, the deputy eha1rman
shall preside at-all meetings of the Councrl and if both the
chairman and the deputy chairman are absent from a meeting
of the Council, the members present shall elect a person from
among themselves to preside at such meeting. -

(3) The decision of a majority of the members of the Council
present at a meeting of the Council shall constitute a decision
of the Council, and in the event of an equality of votes on any
matter, the person presiding at the meeting in question shall
have a castmg vote in addition to his dehberatwe vote.

9. (1) There shall be'a Managmg Committee con51stmg of—- Establishment and
(@) the chairman of the Council, who shall also be chair- g,?:;gtg‘g'gn of

, man of the Managing Commrttee, . . Committee, “: -
(b) the deputy chairman of the Council, who sha.ll also be '

.- deputy chairman of the Managing Comrmttee and
- (¢) - the member of the Council ref'erred to in section 3 (1)
(@ ().
(2) A member of the Managmg Commrttee shall cease to be
a member thereof if he ceases to be a member of the Council.

10. During periods between meetings of the Council, and Powers of
subject to such directions as the Council may give from time to Comgl‘ggc
time, the Managing Committee shall perform all the functions, *



GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 15ta MARCH, 1972 . No.3415 9

NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY ACT, 1972. - Act Ne. 9, 1972

and exercise all the powers, of the Council, but it shall not have
the power, save in so far as the Council may otherwise direct, to
set aside or vary a decision of the Council, .

11. (1) The Managing Committee shall meet at such times Meetmss of
and places as the chairman or, if he is absent, the depu
chairman of the Managing Committee may determine.

(2) The chairman or, if he is absent, the deputy chairman of
the Managing Committee shall presnde at a11 meetings of the
Managing Committee,

(3) The decision of not-less than two members of the
Managing Committee shall constltute a deCISIOD of the
Managing Comniittee,

ty Commlttee

12, No act or decision of the Councll or the Managmg Validity of acts and
Committee shall be invalid by reason only of the fact that decisions Og .
a person who was entitled to receive notice of a meeting of the E/I(:gfgli]:;
Council or the Managing Committee did not receive such notice, Committee. .

or by reason only of the fact that a person who was disqualified

from being a member of the Council or the Managing Com-

mittee, or in whose appointment there was some defect, acted

as a member of the Council or the Managing Committee, as the

case may be, when such act was performed or such decision was.

taken, whether or not such person’s concurrence was necessary’

for, the performance of that act or the taking of that decision.

13, (1) The Council shall pay the remuneratlon "and allow- Remuneration and
ances of the members of the Council and the Managing Com- allowances of
mittee and of the Director, save the remuneration of any such g‘g{l“n";f;gg
person who is a member. of the public service. : anaging Cod

(2) (@) -A member of the Council or the Managing Commxttee Commntee, and

who i isa member of the public service, or the Director, Director.
if he is such a member, shall not be paid, in respect of
services rendered by him, any remuneration in addition
to his salary as a member of the public service, and
such a person who is a member of the .public service
shall not be paid an allowance in respect of subsistence

: and travelling expenses at a rate higher than that
i applicable to him as.a member of the public service.

"(b) If the Minister, after consultation with the Minister

of Finance, is of opinion that such a member.devotes
the whole or a substantial portion of his time to his
" functions as 2 member of the Council or the Managing
Committee or as Director, the Minister may, after
such consultation, direct the Council to refund to the
State the remuneration paid to such person as a
* member of the public service, or so much thereof as
the Minister may after such consultatlon determme

14. As from the fixed date all assets, rights, liabilities and Passing of assets,
obligations of the Road Safety Council shall, subject to the rights, liabilities
provisions of this Act-and without payment of transfer duty, fro‘:n"g(’g‘gg’a“fsﬂ
stamp duty or other fees, become assets, rights, liabilities and Council to the ¥
obligations of the Council, and any reference in any law or Council.
document to the first-mentioned councxl shall be construed as

a reference to the Council.

15. (1) The Council shall estabhsh a fund to be known as Establishment and
the Central Road Safety Fund, into which shall be paid— - control of Central -
"~ (a) all moneys which in terms of section 14 become an Road Safety Fund.

. asset of the Council, and all moneys derived from the
.-+ - realization of any assets of the Council;
~«(b) all moneys received by the Council by vxrtue of the
... provisions of section 25;
(¢) moneys appropriated by Parllament for the purposes
;.. of the Council;
(d) :all other moneys whlch may. accrue to the Counc:l
from any other source.

(2) The Fund shall be administered by the Counc1l and the

moneys in the Fund shall, subject to the provisions of sub-
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section (3), be utilized to defray the expenses incurred by the
Council in the performance of its funcuons and the exercise of
its powers.

(3) The Councﬂ shall not. incur any expcnses except in
accordance with an estimate of expenditure approved by the
Minister in terms of subsection (4).

(4) Once during every financial year (Wthh shall end on the
thirty-first of March), at such time as the Minister may direct,
the Councit shall submit to.the Minister, for his approVal,
estimates of the income and expenditure of the Council during
the ensuing financial year, and the Council may also,. during
the course of a financial year, submit to the Minister, for his

- approval, supplementary estimates of expenditure for that year.

-16.. (1) The Councﬂ shall cause proper records to -be kept Keepmg orrecords,
of all moneys received or expended by it, and of all its assets Preparation of
and liabilities and of all its financial transactions, and shall as Statement of
soon as possible after the end of each financial year cause balance sheet,
statements of account and a balance sheet.to be prepared and audit.
showing, with all appropriate particulars; the. moneys received
and the expenditure incurred by it dunng, and its assets and
liabilities at the end of, that financial year. - '

(2) The records, statements of account. and balancc sheet
referred to in subsection (1) shall be audited by the Controller
and Aud:tor-General at such remuneration as may be agreed
upon ot, in the absence of : agreement, as the Minister of Finance
may determine.

17, (1) The Minister shall after consultation with the Council Establrshment,
' and the Minister of Fma.nce determine the estabhshrnent of the and conditions of
Council. fr(":‘gﬁ;’éftaﬂ
(2) The condmons of service of the officers and employees of °
the Council shall be prescribed by regulation. - ‘
(3) Every officer and every employee of the Council shall
receive such salary, wage-or remuneration and allowances as
the Council may subject to the regulations determine in his case.
- (4) The Council may with the approval of the Minister and
subject to such conditions as he may determine éngage any
person seconded to the service of the Council in accordance
with the provisions of section 13 (6) of the Public Sérvice Act ‘
1957 (Act No. 54 of 1957), or in any other manner

"18. (1) Any person who nnmednately prior to the fixed date Continued
was in the full-time employ of the Road Safety Council as an employment and
officer or an employee shall, from the fixed date, become an gg:ﬁégg‘l‘%%um
officer or an employee, as the case may be, of the Council. and employees of
(2) Save as is expressly otherwise provided in this Act, the Road Safety
conditions of service of any person referred to in subsection (1) Council.
shall continue as they were immediately prior to the fixed date
and, except with his own consent or in accordance with a
provision of this Act or any other law, the salary or wage and
the scale of salary or wage at or in accordance with which any
such person was remunerated lmmedxately prior to the ﬁxed
date, shall not be reduced.
(3) Notwithstanding any limitation in respect' of  age or
educational qualifications which may be prescribed by regula-
- tion, but subject otherwise to the provisions of any such regula-
tion, any person referred to in subsection (1) who has not yet
attained the age prescribed for the retirement of officers or
employees of the Council, may in terms of section 7 be appointed
on probation or otherwise to a post established in terms of
section 17 (1), provided the Council is satisfied that such person
is sufficiently proficient in the use of both official languages of .
the Republic to enable him to discharge efficiently the dutles, ‘o
attached to that post. . '
(4) The salary or wage of any person appomted in terms of
subsection (3) shall be adjusted to the scale of salary or wage
applicable to the post to which he has been appointed, at such
notch on that scale as may be determined by the Council.
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(5) If the salary or wage payable from time to time to any
person in terms of subsection (4) is less than the salary or wage
to which he was or would have been entitled in accordance with

* the scale of salary or wage applicable to him as an officer or an
employee of the Road Safety Council immediately prior to the
fixed date, there shall be paid to him an allowance equal to
the difference between the first-mentioned and the last-mentxoned
salaries or wages, as the case may be. -7

19, ) Notwuhstandmg the repeal of the South Afncan Continued
Road Safety Council Act, 1960 (Act No. 1 of 1960), by this Act, ;’I“i‘enz f{‘hg
the Personnel Superannuat:on Fund referred to in section 20 of sa‘};&nol.gaﬁm_
the first-mentioned Act shall continue to. exist, subjcct to the tion Personnel
provisions of the rules governing the said. Fund. . Superannuation

(2) All persons who immediately prior to the fixed date were Fund.
‘members of the said Personnel Superannuation Fund, shall, ,
subject to the provisions of the said rules and section 20 of this
Act, continue to be members thereof, and in the application of
such rules in respect of such membcrs, service with the Council
shall be deemed to be service with the Road Safety Council.

(3) The said rules may from time to time be amended by the
Minister by regulation on the recommendation of the Board of
Trustees of the said Personnel Superannuation Fund and. after
consultation with the Council: Provided that the rights and
benefits of any person who already is a member of the said
superannuation fund, shall not be prejudlcmlly aﬂ'ected by any
such amendment. ,

20. (1) The Council may, “subject to. the approval of the Establishment of
Minister, establish and conduct or assxst m establlshmg or pension or
conducting— ity

(@) pension or provndent funds for the officers and em- )
» ployees of the Council, either in addition to or in
substitution of the superannuation fund referred to in
« section 19 (1) or any other pension or prov:dent fund;

.- +and .
(b) mutual or medlcal beneﬁt societies and home owner-
ship schemes for the said officers and employees,
cither by way of contracts of insurance entered into by or on
behalf- of the said officers and employees or in some other
manner.’

(2) The Council may, subject to the approval of the Minister,
insure such of its officers or employers as are excluded from the
definition of ‘‘workman™ in section 3 of the Workmen’s
Compensation Act, 1941 (Act No. 30 of 1941), without having
regard to subsection (1) (b) of the said section, against disable-
ment or death resulting from accidents or scheduled diseases as
defined in that Act, either by way of special arrangement with
the Workmen’s Compensatnon Commissioner as provxdcd forin
-the said section orin some other manner. = -

(3) The Council may, subject to the approval of the Minister,
and subject to such conditions as the Minister may determine
when granting such approval, insure any of its officers and
employees in respect of whom the Council considers it necessary
to do so, against disablement or death sustained or taking place
in the execution of their duties, to supplement any indemnifica-
tion in ' accordance with the provnsnons of the Workmen s
Compensation Act, 1941.

(4) Any pension or provident funds or mutual or medical
benefit societies or home ownership schemes established in
terms of subsection (1) shall be admmlstered in the manner
prcscr:bed by regulauon :

. 21. The Councnl may arrange with an insurer for insurance Insurance against
agamst any patrimonial damage or loss or against claims of P::;‘:‘:‘;’:lloss
any nature or certain classes of claims which may be instituted o cla%ms
against the’Council by or in respect of persons generally or by
or in respect of certain classes of persons or by or in respect of

particular persons or property.
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22, .(1):If the Minister, after consultation with the Minister Contributionsto
of Finance, is of opinion that a member of the Council who is a 22d s
member of the public service, devotes the whole or a substantial 'c’:,?nf;gt,(‘,‘; with
portion of his time to his functions as a member of the Council, pensionand
the Minister may, after such consultation, direct the Council to provident funds
refund to the State any amount paid by the State in respect of and cte"a‘n d
such member to a fund referred to in subsection (2), or so much :2,‘;“;,1‘::_3“
thereof as the Minister may after such consultation determine.
. (2) The Council shall pay to any pension or provident fund
or mutual or medical benefit society or home ownership scheme,
in respect of any person. in the employ of the Council, the
contributions payable in respect of such person by his employer
in terms of the rules or regulations governing such fund, society
or scheme, or refund to the State or any person any such
contributions paid by the State or such person.
(3) The Council shall pay the expenses necessarily mcurrcd
by the Board of Trustees of the superannuation fund mennoned
in sectxon 19 in the performance of its functxons

23. (l) The Council shall, as soon as possible after the end Reportsby
of each financial year, futnish the Minister with a report in Council.
respect of—

~ (a) , the effect of any legislation contemplated i in subsection

v (1), or of any regulatnons contemplated in subsectlon

- (2), of section 26; and
(b) its work. during that financial’ year, together with a
balance sheet and a full statement of its income and
' , expendlture for that financial year,
and shall, in the report so furnished, also give partnculars as to—
(i) the extent and value of all classes of property held by it;

- (ii). the expenses of management and administration and all
other expenses incurred by it;, =~ .

(iii) the erection, construction, repair, lmprovement or
alteration of any building or equipment, and the costs
thereof;

(1v) the price or rent of any land or other 1mmovab1e
property acquired or hired; and

(v) any other matter which the Minister may require it
to deal with in the report, -

(2) Every report furnished under subsection (1) shall be laid
by the Minister upon the Table of the Senate and of the House
of Assembly within thirty days after receipt thereof by him,

- if Parliament is in ordinary session or, if Parliament is not in
ordinary session, after the commencement of 1ts next ensuing
ordmary scssxon. S .

' Thc Mlmstcr maj; accept, amend or rc_]cct 'ariy recommen- Powers of Minister
datlon of the Council or remxt it to’ thc Council for recon- inregard to

recommendations
snderatlon I 4 Gt of Council.

A

25. (1) A lcvy of fifty cents shall’ bc payable on every motor I-“’t y.on hicl
vehlcle, as defined in section 1 of the Motor Vehicle Insurance MOtOF Yenicies.
Act, 1942 (Act No. 29 of 1942),—

: (a) which in terms of section 19 (1) of the said Act may

not be driven on a public road unless it has in terms of

. section 3 or 5 of the said Act been insured or has in

_ terms of section 21 thercof been exempted from the

provisions of the said section 19 (1), or which is

referred to in' section 19 (2) (b) of the said Act; or

(b) - which is referred to in section 19 (2) (a) of the said

- Act and is used on a public road or a place to which

the public have access, excluding any motor vehicle

of which another state or a govcrnmcnt outside the
Republic is the owner.

(2) The levy shall be payable by the owner of the motor
vehicle in question as defined in section 1 of‘ the Motor Vehlcle
Insurance Act, 1942, and— :
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(a) .in the case of a motor vehicle referred to in subsection
(1) (@) of this section, in respect of every appropriate
insurance period, as so defined, which commences
after the commencement of this Act, or in respect of
any portion of such period for which any such motor
vehicle is insured under the said Act or.is in terms of
section 21 of that Act exempted from the: provnsrons
of section 19 (1) thereof; and

(&) in the case of a motor vehicle referred toin subscctron
(1) (b), in respect of every period from the first May
in any year to the thirtieth April in the following year,

" or any portion of such period; during whrch the motor
vehicle is owned, -

(3) For the purposes of the payment of the levy in the case
of a motor vehicle referred to in subsection (1) (a), the amount
of the premium payable in terms of the Motor Vehicle Insurance
Act, 1942, for the insurance of a motor vehicle, shall be increased
by an amount of fifty cents, and the last-mentioned amount
shall, subject to the provisions of subsection (6), for all purposes
be deemed to be portion of that premium.

_(4) For the purposes of the calculation of the levy in the case
of insurance in accordance with section 5 of the Motor Vehicle
Insurance Act, 1942, the number of motor vehicles which the

.owner in question owns shall be the number agreed upon
between himself and the insurer in question. :

- (5) The Minister shall not issue to” any person a token in

- terms of subsection (2) of section 21 of the Motor: Vehicle

Insurance Act, 1942, unless such persnn.has paid, in addition

to the amount referred to in the said subsection, the levy to the
Minister.

(6) Any amount received by way of levy in terms of this
section by any person other than the Council, shall once in a
month be paid over to the Council.

26. (1) (a) The Minister may refer any recommendation of Certain legislation
the Council accepted by him to the executive com- ‘s'glf"'tmg toroad
mittee of a province or the territory.of South-West
Africa with a request that, as far as the recommendation
relates to a matter fallmg within the power of the
provincial council concerned or the legislative assembly
of the said territory, appropriate laws be made to give

- effect to the recommendation.

(b) If any such recommendation is not acceptable to any
executive committee concerned, the Minister shall, if
requested thereto by such executive committee, afford
it an opportunity to make represcntanons to him in
connection with the matter.

(c) If after consideration of the said representatrons, the
Minister is nevertheless satisfied that the giving of
effect to the recommendation will promote road safety,
he may recommend to the State President that regula-
tions be made in terms of subsection (2} to give effect
to the recommendation.

(2) The State President may on the recommendation of the
Minister and by proclamation in the Gazette make regulations
to promote road safety in the Republic. ’

(3) Different regulations may under subsection (2) be made
in respect of different areas or roads.

(4) Regulations under subsection (2) may prescnbe penalties

.for a contravention thereof or failure to comply therewith.

(5) In the event of a conflict between a regulation made under
subsection (2) and an ordinance or a regulation or by-law
made under an ordinance, the first-mentioned regulation shall
prevail,

27. (1) The Minister may, after consultation with the Council, Regulations.
make regulations as to—
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(@) the convening and control of, and the procedure and
- -quorum at, meetings of the Council and the Managing
Committee; ,
(b) any matter which is in terms of this Act required or
permitted to be prescribed by regulation;
(¢) generally any matter which he considers it necessary or
expedient to prescribe for the effective exercise or
- performance by the Council or the Managing Com-
mittee of its powers and functions in terms of this Act.
(2) Regulations under subsection (1) relating to the conditions
of service of the officers and employees of the Council shall only
be made after consultation with the Minister of Finance.

'28. The South African Road Safety Council Act, 1960, the Repealof
South African Road Safety Council Amendment Act, 1965, and 451101360,
the South African Road Safety Council Amendment Act, 1966, 517 2“965.

are hereby repealed. :

29, This Act and any amendment thereof shall also apply in Where Act
every térritory in respect of which Parliament is competent to applicable.
legislate. :

30. This Act shall be called the National Road Safety Act, Short titleand
1972, and shall come into operation on a date fixed by the State commencement.
President by proclamation in the Gazette. ‘





