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.ACT 
-~.1 1 ~- I ' ' ol 

To amend the provisions of the Munitions Production Act, 1964, 
l"· J;ell!ting tl},th~ Munitions_Productimt )Joard an_d Jts staff. , . • -- -~·· · ··_r.,. . ..., ·- ,_,_(. · ;/·,_· ,• .···• ,, · .. ··-!.···: ·• - • ' ~ ~; , -·· ·-.'..,_~·:. · · · -~ ... 

·;;.; i .;, _f,;· :>..:/.:. :-:·:' :, :; .: :.·_-L -~ .'1--~· · . ,. , . ~ . ; ~: -· l·; t.! ' - ·~ ·: . _:· - ~·-.: ~ -
. (Afrikaans text signed by the State Presid_rnt:)' . , . 

(Assented to 14th June, 1968.) · 
\ .. , . . i . . '. _,· ' ; . , .. .. 

BE IT ENACTED by. the State President, the Senate and the 
House of Assembly of the Republic of South Africa, 

as follows:-:-:-:: . ,. · : , .. :, . : •; · . l •·> - .· ; r .', 
I .'.< i', • • .. : ~:: :- l .·. • (: : i.· ' . >, ' , . .' - I • j' \. oo 

1. Section 1 of the Munitions Production Act, 1964 (herein
after referred to as the principal Act), is hereby amended- · 
·: · ·· .. (a). by the insertion before the definition of "board". of the 

following definition: · · : ·.· 1 : . . . . • • __ . : . • ; . , " 

: "armaments"; means . any . vessels, ·. vehicles; aircraft, 
· ' . , , 'j bombs; ammunition or weapons or any: material, 

raw material, components or articles of whatever 
. , . ; nature capable of being used in the,manufacture 

thereof or for defence force purposes or other 
· purposes determined by the Minister in consulta-

. tion with the Minister of Economic Affairs;"; 
(b) by the substitution for the definition oC'board" of the 

· : following definition: . . . , · : · 
. .. ''(i) 'board' means the Armaments Board established 
. . . ·. by section. 2; (v)"; . ,. , -
(c) by, the deletion of the definition of ·~capital fund"; 
(d) by the deletion of the definition of"munitions". ' ' -' '. • ' ' ~ ' '.:I • ' ' 

2. ·Section 2 of the principal Act is hereby amended 'by the 
addition of the following subsections; :the existing section 

. , . becoming subsection ( 1): 
-; •: • . : "(2) ' As ·from , the commencement of. the 'Armaments 
; ·:.: · Amendment Act, 1968, . the board established by · sub~ 

section (1) shall be known as the Armaments Board. ·. . 
, ·' (3) ·Any reference in any other law or in any document to 

' : · : the M linitions ProduCtion Board shall . be construed as a 
reference to the Armaments Board.". -· :• ' ~ 

._, ~ , .. • -; C' L ~- - • -· · . • 
1 

, : · i ·. . , 

:3. Section 3 of the principal Act is hereby amended-,.; 
(a) by the substitution for subsection (l)'of the following 

subsection: 
. "(1) The board shall consis·t of not fewer than seven 

- . ; . and'notmore than nine members to be appointed by 
_ the Minister, of whom one shall be designated by the 

· Minister as chairman and another as vice-chairman."; 
(b) by the insertion after, subsection (2) of the following 

subsection: · · · ' · · . · 
"(2A) No decision taken · by the board ·or act per

formed under the authority of the board, shall be 
invalid merely by reason of a vacancy on the board or 
of the fact that any person · not entitled to sit as a 
member of the board sat as a member at the time the 

· decision. ~as taken or the act was authorized, if the 
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decision was taken or the act was iuthorized by th.e 
required majority of members of th: board present at 
the ~e. who were entitled to sit as:members.". 

4. Section 4 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the 
substitution for subsections (1), (2) and (3) ofthe following sub
sections: 

"(I) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2), the board 
shall have power- · ' .. 
(a) to exercise control over the manufacture, acquisition or 

supply of armaments by manufacturing, acquiring, 
maintaining, testing, inspecting, leasing, disposing of, 
lending or letting armaments or by 'entering into con
tracts· for the manufacture, · maintenance, testing or 
inspection of armaments in the Republic or elsewhere: 
Provided that no contract for the manufacture or 
acquisition of armaments shall be entered into unless 
a committee appointed under section 8 has considered 
and made recommendations in regard to such contract; 

(b) to acquire, maintain, lease, dispose of, lend or let 
movable property (including patent rights and any 
rights under any patent) in the Republic or elsewhere, 
required or acquired by the board for the performance 
of its functions; 

(c) to acquire, maintain, lease, dispose of, place at the dis
posal of any person or let immovable property re
quired or acquired by the board for the performance of 
its functions; 

(d) to erect or maintain or enter into contracts for the 
erection of or maintenance of any buildings· or struc
tures required by the board for the performance of its 
functions; 

(e) to obtain or establish facilities in order to achieve the 
objects of this Act; . . . 

(f) to undertake or cause to be undertaken in the Republic 
or elsewhere any investigation or research in · con· 
nection with the manufacture, maintenance, testing, 
inspection or development of armaments; 

(g) to promote the development, maimfacture or supply of 
armaments by collaborating with . or assisting or 
rendering services to or using the services of any 
person, body or institution or any department of State, 
or by taking such other steps as the board may con-

. sider necessary; 

(h) to make such. arrangements as the board may consider 
necessary for the stock-piling of strategic raw materials, 

· ' ·materials and components for the manufacture of . 
armaments; 

(i) to collaborate with any educational, scientific or other 
body or institution in connection with the provision of 
instruction for or the training of persons for profes
sional or technical service or as skilled artisans in the 
manufacture, maintenance or development of arma
ments; and to provide on such conditions as it may 
deem fit financial or other assistance to such persons in 
order to · enable them to receive such instruction or 
undergo such training; 

U) to advise the Minister in regard to any matter relating 
to armaments which he may refer to the board or as to 

. which the board may consider it to be necessary to 
advise the Minister; 

(k) whenever, after it has entered into a contract with any 
person, it is satisfied , that fulfilment of the contract 
would cause ali unavoidable loss to such person, to vary 
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Amendment of 
section 7 of Act 
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Substitution of 
section 8 of Act 
87 of 1964. 

;:,uosutuuon 01 
section 9 ofAct ·. 
87 of 1964. : · ·· 

. ·-- ' 

Substitution of 
section 10 of Ace' 
87 of 1964. 

'such con~~~ct t~ the:. detrl~ent of the b~ard with the 
approval· of the Minister . or m 'accordance with 

, general directions. of the Minister to the. board; . 
(I) . whenever .the board is satisfied. that the· fulfilment by · 
. . . .. any person of any .contract with the bl)ard caused an 

·_-·, .unavoidable loss to such person. to compensate such 
. . perso'ri for such loss with tl}e appro~al of the Minister; 
. ~ (m) to do all such ~hings and to perform all such functions 

as the board may consider necessary for or as 111ay be 
· .. · incidentalto the perfomiarice of its functions. ' 
: · '•·(2)The' board shallnot_:_ .' ;: · · · · ' · ···: ' 

(a) manufacture or maintain armaments other than articles 
intended for use in the manufacture -thereof without 

.. , , ; ,. Jhe approvaL of the .Minister. granted~ in cons.ultation 
: . .. with the,Minister.of.Economic Affairs; 1: . •. 

· (b). dispose of. lend or let armaments other than armaments 
: acquired for administrative purposes or for: use by the 

;, · • · board or:: any .person manufacturing, or Lmaintaining 
. ~ :' . , armaments by virtue :of. a contract with . the board or 

· manufactured by the.board for use in the manufacture 
.r of arma~eJ?.ts. except to the State.; .witho~t the approval 

.· ~-, · ofthe.Mtruster;· :: ~_- :·' ~- · ·· · ·• , . .. .• :, 
.·. (c)'disposeofimmovableproperiywithout the approval of 
., :>: :the Minister granted in consultation with the Minister 

_ of Finance. . . . . .. . 
· ' (3) Unless the Minister otherwis·e_directs, 'n:o charge shall 
·be made for any serviCes rendered ~rpropertY 'disposed of . 
. to t~e State J:>y the board::. .. . . . . ' " · . · , . , 

' · 5~ Section 7 • of the · principal Act: is -hereby ameQqed by the 
substitution for subsection (2) of the following subsection: 

'~(2) The quorum . for a meeting. of the board shall. be 
five members;-one of whom' shall be the chairrilan'.'or, the 
vice-chainrian:••; ,' · · · · · ·.·:· · · · · · ;, ' · -'· .. :::; 

. 6. The following section is hereby substituted for section 8 of 
t_he principal Act: . . , . . 
"Commit- .. 8. (1) The board may establish comniittees. to 
~~!rd~ th,~ . assist it in !he performance of~ts fun~tions and ~~t!~s 

· · · ·. and appomt such:persons. mcludmg members, or 
officers ·of the board,_ as members of any such com
'mittee as the board may de'em fit. : ·. . . 
· (2) The members ·.of a committee. other than 

. officers of the board shall be paid out of the funds of 
. the board such remuneration or allowances in respect 
' o( their seriices as may be deterinii:ted by the Minister 
in cons-ultation with the Minister of Finance. •• . 

• - .... .. .. .. • J , 

' . / : . ,_.: ., . ... . : . 1- ' , ;· 

7. The following sectionis hereby substituted for section 9 of . 
the principal Act: ··. • ;· ,: · : : ·· · · :· •, :\ 
"Delegation 9. The board may, with tqe approval of 'ttie 
of powers. Minister, delegate to any ·cominittee. member or 

officer of, the board any power conferred on! the 
board by this Act. but shall not thereby be divested 
of any power which it may so have delegated and 

· ' may. amend or withdraw any decision· by any such 
' committee. member or officer.,.. · · 

... 7 
: .. ," . l ~ -) .' ' ~ I -· J I • 

8. The following section is hereby substituted for sectio~ 10 
of the principal Act: . . ., . . , . . .. . 
'.'Finances· 10 . . (1) The funds of the board 'shall consist of- · 
~~~d · (a) moneys appropriated by Parliament to enable 

· the board to perform its functions; 
(b) moneys received from any other source. 
· · (2) The board shall, subject to the provisions of 

· subsections (3) and (5). utilize its funds for defraying 
expenses in • connection with the performance of its 
functionr.. ' · 
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section 13 of Act 
87 of 1964. 
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section 14 of Act 
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section 16 of Act · 
87 of 1964. 
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long title of Act 
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(3) The board may receive donations or contri
butions from any person and shall use any moneys so 
acquired for such purposes and in accordance with 
such conditions as the donors or contributors may 
specify. 

(4) The board shall deposit all moneys received by 
it in any account it may have opened with any bank 
approved by the Minister. 

(5) The board ·shall invest any moneys not re
quired for immediate use or as a reasonable operating 
balance, with the Public Debt Commissioners or in 
such other manner as may· be determined by the 
Minister in . consultation with the Minister of 
Finance. 

(6) The board may utilize any balance of its 
moneys remaining at the end of the board's financial 
year in question for any expenses in connection with 
the performance of its functions.,.. · · 

9. Section 13 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the 
substitution for paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (l) of the 
following paragraphs: . . . . · .. . .· 

"(a) persons appointed by the board on such conditions and 
at such remuneration as the board may in consultation 
with the Minister determine; ·. . . . · 

(b) the officers and employees referred to in subsection (3) 
employed, subject to the provisions of subsections (5) 
and (6), on the said conditions and at the said remu
neration; and". 

10. Section 14 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the 
addition of the following subsection: . 

"(7) For the purposes of the application of section 6 (9) 
· of the Government Service Pensions Act, 1965 (Act No. 62 
of 1965), in respect of any person referred to in subsection 
(5) of this section, the recommendation of the board shall be 
required instead of the recommendation of the Public 
Service Commission. u. 

11. Sections 5,· 6 and 13 of the principal Act are hereby 
amended by the substitution for the word "munitions•• wherever 
it occurs in those sections of the word "armaments". 

12. The following section is hereby substituted for section 16 
of the principal Act: 
"Short 16. This Act shall be called the Armaments Act, 
title. 1964.". 

13. The following long title is hereby substituted for the long 
title of the principal Act: . , 

"To provide for the control of the manufacture, acquisition, 
·' development and supply of. armaments and to that 

end to establish an Armaments Board and to define 
its functions, and to provide for other incidental 
matters.". 

14. This Act shall be called the Armaments Amendment Act, 
1968. 




