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Hierby word bekend gemaak dat die Waarnemende 
Staatspresident sy goedkeuring geheg het aan die onder
staande Wette wat hierby ter algemene inligting gepubliseer 
word:-

It is hereby notified that the Acting State President has 
assented to the following Acts which are hereby published 
for general information:-
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No. 18 of 1968: Births, Marriages and Deaths Regis

5 
tration Amendment Act, 1968 

15 No. 19 of 1968: Marriage Amendment Act, 1968 
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Spiritualiee, 1968 . . 19 Act, 1968 20 

No. 21 van 1968: Wysigingswet op Verbod van Ge- No. 21 of 1968: Prohibition of Mixed Marriages 
mengde Huwelike, 1968 . . 21 Amendment Act, 1968 22 

No. 22 van 1968: Wysigingswet op die Suid-Afrikaanse 
Akademie vir Wetenskap en Kuns, 

No. 22 of 1968: Suid-Afrikaanse Akademie vir Weten
skap en Kuns Amendment Act, 

1968.. .. .. .. .. 23 
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1968 .. 24 
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Please note that most Acts are published in English and another South African official language.  Currently we only have 
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No. 19, 1968.] 

ACT 
To amend sections 16, 19, 22 and 29 of the Marriage Act, 1961, 

so as to provide that a. notice of intention to marry pub
lished in a country outside the Republic or a special marriage 
licence issued in the territory of South-West Mrica shall 
be regarded as having been published or issued in the Re
public; and to validate certain marriages. 

(English text signed by the Acting State President.) 
(Assented to 14th March, 1968.) 

~'t'\ BE IT ENACTED by the State President, the Senate and the 
~g\ ~· House of Assembly of the Republic of South Africa, as 

w:) '1-'5\\01. follows:- . . 

Sub~titution of 1. The following section is hereby substituted for section 
~~:~~~ ~f 1°/61• 16. o~ the Marriage Act, 1961 (hereinafter referred to as the 

pnnc1pal Act): 

Amendment of 
section 19 of 
Act 25 of 1961. 

Substitution of 
section 22 of 
Act 25 of 1961. 

"Banns and 
notice of 
intention 
to marry 
published 
outside 
the Union. 

16. (1) Banns of marriage or a notice of intention 
to marry published in a country outside the Union 
shall for the purposes of this Act be regarded as 
having been published in the Union, but a marriage 
officer shall not solemnize any marriage in pur
suance thereof unless there is produced to him the 
prescribed proof that such banns were or such 
notice of intention to marry was duly published 
according to the law of such country. 

(2) The provisions of section 21 shall mutatis 
mutandis apply with reference to such banns or 
notice.". 

2. Section 19 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the 
addition of the following subsection: 

"(7) A special marriage licence issued in the territory 
of South-West Africa according to the law of such territory, 
shall for the purposes of this Act be regarded as a licence 
which has been issued in the Republic in terms of this 
Act.". 

3. The following section is hereby. substituted for section 22 
of the principal Act: 
"Irregu
larities in 
publication 
of banns or 
notice of 
intention 
to marry 
or in the 
issue of 
special 
marriage 
licence. 

22. If in the case of any marriage solemnized 
before or after the co=encement of this Act the 
provisions of this Act or, as the case may be, any 
prior law relating to the publication of banns or 
notice of intention to marry or to the issue of 
special marriage licences, or the applicable provi
sions of any law of a country outside the Union 
relating to the publication of banns or the publica
tion of notice of intention to marry or the applicable 
provisions of any law of the territory of South-West 
Africa relating to the issue of special marriage 
licences, have not been strictly complied with 
owingto-
(a) an error committed in good faith by either of the 

parties to such marriage in interpreting those 
provisions; or 
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Substitution of 
section 29 of 
Act 25 of 1961. 

Short title. 

(b) any error. omission or oversight of any person 
who made any such publication or issued a 
special licence, 

but such marriage has in every other respect been 
solemnized in accordance with the provisions of this 
Act or, as the case may be, a former law, that 
marriage shall, provided there was no other lawful 
impediment thereto, be as valid and binding as it 
would have been if the said provisions had been 
strictly complied with.". 

4. The following section is hereby substituted for section 29 
of the pricipal Act: 
"Time and 
place for 
and 
presence 
of parties 
and wit
nesses at 
solemniza
tion of 
marriage 
and vali
dation of 
certain 
marriages. 

29. (I) A marriage officer may solemnize a 
marriage at any time on any day of the week but 
shall not be obliged to solemnize a marriage at any 
other time than between the hours of eight in the 
morning and four in the afternoon. 

(2) A marriage officer shall solemnize any 
marriage in a church or other building used for 
religious service, or in a public office or private 
dwelling-house, with open doors and in the presence 
of the parties themselves and at least two competent 
witnesses, but the foregoing provisions of this 
subsection shall not be construed as prohibiting a 
marriage officer from solemnizing a marriage in any 
place other than a ·place mentioned therein if the 
marriage must be solemnized in such other place by 
reason of the serious or longstanding illness of, or 
serious bodily injury to, one or both of the parties. 

(3) Every marriage-
(a) which was solemnized in the Orange Free State 

or the Transvaal before the co=encement 
of this Act in any place other than a place 
appointed by a prior law as a place where for 
the purposes of such law a marriage shall be 
solemnized; or 

(b) which by reason of the serious or longstanding 
illness of, or serious bodily injury to, one or 
both of the parties was solemnized before the 
co=encement of the Marriage Amendment 
Act, 1968, in a place other than a place appointed 
by subsection (2) of this section as a place 
where for the purposes of this Act a marriage 
shall be solemnized, 

shall, provided such marriage has not been dissolved 
or declared invalid by a competent court and pro
vided further that neither of the parties to such 
marriage has after such marriage and during the life 
of the other, already lawfully married another, be as 
valid and binding as it would have been if it had 
been solemnized in a place appointed therefor by 
the applicable provisions of the prior law or, as the 
case may be, of this Act. 

(4) No person shall under the provisions of this 
Act be capable of contracting a valid marriage 
through any other person acting as his representa
tive.". 

5. This Act shall be called the Marriage Amendment Act, 
1968. 


