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GOVERNMENT 'GAZElTE• 23 JULY 1976 

POST OFFICE AMENDMENT ACT; 1976 

To amend the proTlslons of the Post Office Act,··t958,-relating to 
-definitions; in order to,detei'Jlliqe more closely the places and 
• p ·•• • • • · - · - ~ # . ... . ..... · · -~ ~·· • • • .I ... . . · ; . # . •, ~ 

serviceS ~ver. ,wbidl. the· P()stlnaste.;~~e~~ral_ ;has supervision 
and control; to designate the Postmaster-General as the 

i acconntiiig: officer tof his department; :to . define more closely 
the general powers of the Postma5ter-Genem; to·proTide for 
the write-oft' of certain debts and for tile delegation of powers 
by;; tli" ~ Pomna5ter.:General;. ·to:' repeat· . certain ··. proviSions 
relating to the ratific4tion' by 'PSiiiiiment • or"ocean mail con-

I , tracts . and , relating , to .• the, conveyance, of: post:. and postal 
.officers; to provide for financlalmeasmes"With respect to the 
operation of the Departinent;of:Posts -~d·~Telecommunlca
tions; to· exempt the niaster:or~agent of.certaiil vessels from 
complying With!cettam •proristoDs-·or the· said ·Act; to repeal 
certain provisions relating to postal drafts and certain pre-
SCribed inStriuiientS; tci redeterinhie the limitations on deposits 

~ i01 tlie SaVings BaOk; • ~o. demie_.'#i()re :iaasety': the manner in 

1wht~ d~posi~ 'hli~~.s~~gs:~~:~h~Mre~aid; to change 
the basis on which trust deposits may be made and the transfer 
of deposits from or to another countrY may' be effected; to 
c~ange::the : basis on -which SaviJlgs Bank certificates ~ay be 
issued; to repeal certain provlsions relating t~ tile payment of 
prescribed fees for Savings Bank certificates; to change the 
· bilSis f cili :wliicti 'mte~est 1>n 'SaVings B·arik: ·certificates is fixed 
and .paid; .t~ provide foOnactive Savings Bank a~counts; to 

• · • • _ - · .; , , : ; •. • , 1 ~ • r .. , . _. J , 

tnmsfer ·rront" the·]~osfinastet;~General ;to Jhe. Mlliister the 
power to make regulations as to'Na'donal Sa\iiigs Certificates 

?and to~e:xte~Jd that power;-to.etnpower theMinister to make 
.·reguiations as to the SaVings Bank; to extend the powers of the 
:;Postniaster:Geriefai Wltll reglfrd ·to ttie;use··or telecommuni-
cations lines; to apply the .or'der'of~ion also to tele

. phonic , communications; . to alter. the . penalty in respect of 
• • ' '" , . ."' ·, • • ~,. , , : J I '' I ,' 'f , ~ ~ ! ' • I' ' I' · ' .- t 

certain ·offences; to pronde for. the removal; exam.litation and 
destruction or certain articles; to make' the forgery'and utter
ing of a : deliv~ry( slip ancJ certain ,~c~::wltll , regard to tele-
phonic communications statutory. off en~; to .make the pay
ment of compensation _applicable· aho,.in respect of any 

'deposif'and;'damage to :a: postatrllrtiClef to' empower the 
Minister' to ! milke! regnJatiorufas to-fuiandai, postal, tele
'rooinniD.iet,.tions~: . moJ1ey,)nuiSfe( arid 'otherimatters; to 
. empOwer . the 'PoStiiiaster.:.GeJierat . to iSslle bistructions with 
:-r~peeLto" certaui matters;(,and to :ProVIde 'for incidental 
matters. 

(English text signed by the State President.) 
(Assented to S July 1976.) 
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GOVERNMENT -GAZEITE; 23 JULY 1976 

POST OFFICE AMENDMENT' ACT, 1976 
~ ..... --· 

BE IT ENACTED by the State Presid~~t; the Senate a!ld the 
House of Assembly of the Repubhc of: South: Afrtca, as 

.follows:-:- ., . . .. ·· ,:~: - ._, ... _ .. 
.. _I •• : • • • • I ' :! i _; • I - - : · ~. :: ; .-.. ~ •• '~ .• . • • . ; ::-. i . 

~ No. 5222 

Ad No~ 113,1976 

' • ~- - . . • .. . • ' ' ~ . ~; ' I : { < ,. f • , • : • -. • • ... . 

· 1. Section 1 'of the Post Office A~t, 1958 (hereinafter referred Am~ndTe~t of 
to as the principal Act), is hereby amended~ ·· · · ~~1,44 of ~9SS, . 

•,: ·: ' · · · .,. ·· · · ··· : · . as amended by 
-(a) 'l)y the'insertion'before the defi~ition of"club or fund" section 1 of 

of the folowing definition: ·· Act 56 o.r 1973 
.. • • , ,. . • • • 1 • • • · and secuon 1 of 

·· · ·- · '· · · .. · · .: · · • · · Act 13 of 1974. 
"'Bank' ·means .the South Afncan Reserve Bank 

referred to in the definition of 'the bank' in section 
. . . 1 of the .South African Reserve Bank Act, 1944 

· . '('' (A tN . 29 f1944)·"-' :··-' · . . ". · ' · c o. 0 , , • . .,. ' ' 
:,. _ ~- J I , , J., ~~ -!:. lt • 'I' I ~ t , . , -1 

·. (b). by the deletioh ofthedefiriition of~'ciuh~r fund"; 
~: .. . .. - ~ ! : _I, , !' f . l i,; - ~ ~·:· ·_;J __ : ~ --- :/ ~ ·: : · 1, __ . 

(c) by· the insdrtion arter the Hefinitioii ' ot "department" 
of the following definitions~·': ; · :: · , · 

'' 1 ,, ; "; *'l.::. ' ' J I . 

"'deposit' means an amount -paid • into the ordinary 
. " . · : . account of a depositor and interest payable there-

on, and includes an amount paid in respect of the 
issue of a Savings Bank certificate and interest 

·payable-thereon; .' ·; ; . .·. . . ;, ;, 
~ .. . -~ ~: . - . . ;" · , ·· :. .. ... :· __ ,: · ;_ ·~ -· · : .. _, ~-, .. ~ .. -- . • ;.~ _ - .1, , · ~ - . 

'depositor' ineans a person who has or· two persons 
, , ·who' have jointly paid an amount into an ordinary 

account in the; Savings Bank and has it to his or 
. ; their joint credit, and includes theholder or joint 

,. ~ :r 1. ... holders !Jfa Savings Bank: certi~cate; 
.• - . . . . 1' . '/ .: ' ' ) .. ' . .' . . . ~ ~ . ' . ; .. 1 .• ' : .. , _· . ' 

'finanCial year' means the period from t' April in a year 
- ·.. to 31 March in the following year;" ; 

· : J ' -! ·:, _ : : - . • • .• ' ~: ~ •• ·' -::. - .. ~ . -. • • . 

· (d) by the deletion· of the definitions of·" drawee" and 
. . , . . ·"drawer"; _ _. . . . · · · 

(e) by the substitution for the definition of "Fund" of the 
f~!lowing definition: . · 

.. ·.~·'Fund' means. the Post Office F~~d -coritemplated in 
" . · . · ·section 12D·" • · · · · · .... · · · ~ : · · · 

. j ~ ' . I :; ; • -' • ' , •• • . · · ••• ~. · ~.- - • 
• • • ' < • ., • 

. (j) . by the detetion of the definitions of''internal service" 
· · and "international service~'; ··. ' . 

: '. . .' -: . ! i 

. -:(gj '~ by the ' inseriionaftei: lhe definition 'of "postmaster" 
of the following definition: · · -: · . 

·; ·· : · .1 .t ·.J: , · · · . • r: .·: .. · -! _ :,: _If·; . -.·~ · · ' 

· ·· ·~'Postmaster-General' ,·means · the 1 officer occupying 
• · I 'the post with that desigiia tion ·on the fixed estab

• I • • " " lishment ofthe department;"; 
I ' I • I • ~ I _. ' > - • ~ f . : , ' • 

. I 

(h) · by the substitution for the definition of "post office" 
of the following definition: ' 1' '' 

~ • ; • • , • • • ·' ' ' '. ~; . • ~ • : • . ·, 1. : ; 

"'post office' includes. ariy ho1i~e, building, room, 
carriage, place or structure where postal articles 

, .. . are received, sorted;. delivered, .made .:up or.:dis
. pa tched or which· is used for any othe~ purpose in 

connection with the rendering or operation of any 
postal, telecommunications, savings; nioney trans

. fer or other service by the department or officers, 
· , ' · :·and any · pillar box or other receptacle provided 

. r.by or·with the approval of the department for the 
reception of postal articles for transmission;"; 

s 



. POST OFFICE· AMENDMENT-ACT,. 1976 

- -(i) · by the insertion after the definitii:;n of ,"post office" of 
' · the following definition: . ·· ··, -, :· ·. ·, - r: :.-

' ... Post"-Office ;Appropriation> Act'•- means an Act 
· . . : -·approved by Parliament for an;appropriation or 
· -· r· - · additional ·appropriation· of· expenditure charge-

able to the Fund;"; . ·:-

U) by the deletion of the definition-of "railway autho!ity"; 

(k), by the insertion after the definition. of .. Republic'~ of 
· the following definitions: · : · <~ ·_ -:: · ... ·; ·;' , .. 
· "'revenue' means all moneys received by way of rates 

, , levied on services rendered by .the department, and 
.. all other earnings from the business operations of 

., .. -the-department; . :· · ·. ,· ' ·~ · .:= · . : · · · ··.: .-
Savings Bank' or 'Post Offiee ·savings .Bank';'means 
.: ; ,',>the l;'ost Offi~e Savings ,Ba~ r~ferredto in section 
;r. --~52; ·~- r· ;· ; . -( t; , . i ' , :'·.· :- ·r_,: ·t · • ' ! :·· ', 

Savings Bank. certificate'' mearis a certificate issued 
. under section 72; . . . . . , . : · , : · .. 

s_ecu'rity'_ means any: stock certificate, 'bond certificate, 
.-'~·Savings' Bank_J~eitificate . ot. National Savings 

. • Certificate·. or document issued as· proof of the 
- · : borrowing of'moiiey urider thisAct ;"; 

. ;. - ~ ~ : ! .-: > ~: ; 
(I)_. by. f;I;e. ! <!~letion ... of. the .. ,qefiP:i!jon o~,~·savings _Bimk 

- · ~ ' :J\.: 'Y~!lf- ; 11 
(' '"' ,._; ' ! _ .· . . ... ( t · ': -:-- .. ~ . / ./ -·· : •· "'. If : t ~- ·' :: f . #::; • · . i - . ' ' • " ' 

~. (m) by the msertion after the .defimtto~of "sender" of the 
~ '.; '' following defiilitiohs:: ~. ~!·:1 ._ --.;::: :', ' !<. , .,. _: -' : -··:;\ 

. "'teleconununicatiori~;:iliean.S any system or method of 
• - .. conveying sigris, signals; 'sounds/communications 

or' other : 'information by; nieails of electricity' 
magnetisin;-'electro:::niagtietic'Waves or an agency 
'of-a like' n~ture~ : whether: with'' or without the aid 

, · oftarigiblec6nductor5;-frori1 one point to another; 
'telecoinniutiicati6ns'! ·line','Jiichides :J any apparatus, 

_ inst~pl~nt,:,po)~'; _·m,.~t; wi~~.· ~pipe,. p~eumatic or 
other·tube,'.tbing or means which• 1s or may be 
used: for'h::lf.1n ''coiirlectioiVWith the sending, 
coriveyfrig~btiinsmitting·' of: lreceiving of signs, 
signals,''solinds'{comitiuniditions dr other infor-
:rnation;''l · · · · - · 
~: c~ : -, ;;; :.;rr ... --

1 

.: (n)-'cby the deletionJ of the· definition :ofJ'telecommunica
r:~i !) ' ,.tions · service'~; . ·:J;],n . .-. : c [;;. ; r. jj[q; i l ~ ,;l 

:·. ;in!'~··1 r;:_, · _.) ~ ~::;fli··:-: . ~ ; ~· !~(JO ~:·l~q ~-.: ! i c:~, J:--t::r { ~ .J 

(o) ·:by the substitution:, for 1th~ definition of "telegram" 
·l -:n :• of.thefollowingdefinition: ,_. A ,H~·: ': 

• · -, ; ;';''telegr~m'-roea~sanycomrmxni_~atioh in .written form 
;--;or. mfopna,tton.Jn~_the,form.- of; :an 1mage trans
; ! _mitted· by; the __ depar:tmenfoyer ;a teleconununica
' · _tions .line ,and· delivered ,in any such form, or 
:: intended;to . be ·thus. transmitted and delivered or 

delivered from any ppst ·office or intended to be 
.. thus· delivered·as .a colillllunication. or as infor
: mation transmitted;either, wholly or partially over a 

.. ;,·[.,, · tel~communications· Jine;'~;)u:~d .i 

. :'(p) .- ··by- t~~· delerlon;odhe "deflniti6~~~ of "telegraph" and 
· ! · · "telegraph lirien ' : ' ' I. · · · · • 

t ~ ~ ~ : !;~_. it : • • . . , · ·~ .. ; 1 • 

Ad No.113,1976 

·; ·2. Section 2 of the principal·Act is hereby amended- Amendment of 
, ·: · __ ,; (a) . by the · ~ub~tit~tio~f<?_r subsect_ion,~2), of the following ~~~~;r~~ss, 

. · _su?.sect1on. . . . · . . . .. . -. -. -. .. · - as amended by 
. . (2) The Postmaster-General shall have the super- section ss or 
· vision and. control · of all persons1 in the service of the Act 66 of 1974. 
, department and all ·post · offices . and other offices or 
f work•places :or the 1 department ·and all postal, tele-

7 
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communications,· savings,· ·money transfer and other 
· ' · services and activities which the department may render 

,. or undertake in terms of this· Act; 'and may issue such 
. · ·instructions as he niay· deem necessary for the conduct 

and guidance of officers in carrying outthe provisions 
of this Act.:·; and · · 

(b) by the.deletion of subsections (3), (4) and (5). 
• • . J • : 

. ' ' ~ ! . 

. : 3. :The following sections are hereby inserted in the principal Ins~rtion of 
A . f . . 2 • . . . · . Sec!IODS 2A,.2B, 
. c~ a ~er s~chon . . . . " . . . , . . . . : .· 2C and 2D in 

"Aceou?t!t;~& ·. 2A; ·(lLThe Po~tmast~r-:-General is the accounting Act 44 of 1958• 
r~ponstbt•.· 'offieer,.of the: department ·and._is :charged with the · 
~isf!r:ost- responsibility of accounting fot all revenue and other 
General. moneys received by the department or held for or on 

the 'account or the department, ·and for all expendi
·.tun~. arid payments by the department. 
: '· '(2) The P~stmaster-Gen~ral.shkti, for the purpose 
of discharging his responsibility under subsection 
(1), exercise the ·powers granted. and perform the 
duties entrusted to him by this Act or any other law. 

General · : ·:2Bi (1) Th~ P6~tmast~r-G~n~ra1 may with the 
rw~rs ~f • · approval of the Minister arid .subject to the provi
G~~er!L er- sions of this Act and of any other law-

. (a) ; establish, maintain~· reorganize or abolish 
·· ' divisions, branches, · offices:; or other work
'· ; '"· places of the department~ 'postal, telecommuni-

cations, savings or· money transfer services, 
· reorganize the department and transfer any 

: , function of the department to or take over any 
... function from any other department of State, 

the administration of.the territory of South 
,.West Africa; or any b?dy;_ :' . , 

· .(b) . make arrangements or enter· into an agreement 
r . with .. any: po!ital ,administration in connection 

with .. postal, · telecommunications, savings or 
money_ transfer services; .. ·>·· .: . 

(c) on behalf of the departmenfaccede to, and bind 
. . the department to . the fulfilment of the provi

sions of, any-international convention or agree
ment in connection with· postal, telecommuni

.. cations; savings or money transfer services; 
' (d) . ent~r'into' any contract in Writing or make any 

arrangements with' ' any person for the con
" veyance· of postal articles : within;- from or to 

the Republic by . land;• air or sea, or for the 
·. ···-,.provision, maintenance· or use of telecommuni· 

cations lines. or any other. public service to be 
· performed for or by the department, or of any 

,.· .. facility to be JlfC?Vide4 for. or by the department; 
(e) by notice in the Gazette determine and from time 
,. , to time alter, the fees; 'rates or charges to be 

demanded or received in respect of postal, tele
. . , . communications, savings, . money transfer or 

. . other public services . render~d by the depart· 
· · ment; · • . . · · · · · 

(f) enter into any. contr~ct With ~my pe,rson for the 
establishment or :provision of. any special, . 
extraordinary or ·new postal; telecommunica
tions or other service or facility on the special 
conditions and at the special rate he may deem 
fit, ' and where such a contract is .entered into 
.with a local authority, it shall be lawful for such 
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POST OFFICE AMENDMENT ACT, 1976 

, .-~·:.:Jocal·authority tc:Higree to such· special condi-
, -; tions . ·and to pay to. the: Postmaster·General 

'" ·· .. , the _special rate referred to and any other sum 
t • ., agreed upon, in respect of such service or facility 
: . ·. , and for this purpose to appropriate land belong
.;;) · ing to :such local authority or to purchase land; 

(g) : determine the hours duririg which· postal, tele
... ";communications, savings, ,money transfer and 
' · · other services are to· be rendered by the depart
. ' ·,·)' Inent' and·: the hdurs . du·ririg ,which" the public 
. . ',;1. shall have,.access·to post offices'. or other work· 

: :; . ·' places ·:or. .the, depar~ment'. for: the; purpose of 
·. '. '' utiliZing the seryices referred)(), and may deter

.;:. . ~ , mine differerif hours:· iri , 'iespect · of different 
• J • • services and; different .. po's( offices; and other 

work·places;' cc '" , ; -· .: . "'··:" ·-·· ',-,, '. 

, (h). cause postage,stamps, envelopes, . cards, wrap
:,: . . ·._,, pers and ·othe't.articl~s oil. ":hich the amount in 
.·- · ·, · ·postage' which he deems"fit has been embossed 
•' ' . or:impressed;to'be'imide'arid sold~' 

(l) by agreement' undertake ~my service on behalf 
of any other: departme.nt : 'of ; State or a body 
established by. or under-any law,. and supply 
messenger or telepho.nis(se:Yi~s to any other 
department of State; Parltamen~ or a body 

'' ·.. ' ' established by' or u'nder any law;' •, 'j ' 
• r1l. ~ • • ,,.J I j • • ' ' ' : \ . - ' ( f'' ~ . ' . . ; I • . • : '- • • • • ' 

? U) . render: 'com!>'ute'r: services ~to. any medical aid 
. ' - ''soCietY. ,estaplisned . fO'r. persons in the employ 

of the department,. on 'sucli 'co'nditions as he may 
1·::i':r.deemnt;· .. :;; \ r:i;: < .. i•.:' .. ::; 1 '' •1 . 

: 
1(k) ·f graiif 'appraval rJr lthe. iJ:eiidering of a free 

--~ ;,; ·sel'Vice by: the department; '''··_; 
( I ) ' ,. -' • . • ' • ! • . ' • I ' ' • ·. ' ' : . • ' . . 1 t ~ ' ' 

. '. (I) ' ' write ·off ~ny loss of.mciri~y :or other property of 
· · . the de a'rtmenf·.~ · ·'· J - ~ • ·· .. . • 

:" ~: · • . i) • : .. ,, ~-; i },, ~ : '· ;,: · . j "'~ (_ ": I·f:t 
·. , (m) . vary .or cancel a·contract.to the detriment of the 
:~;· ,_! "depa~tment,, o~.exe1llp~'Jt_!ie:pe~son with whom 
r -· .,, • .it was concluded. from compliance therewith, or 
. ' . . condone tbe,failure of such person to comply 

therewith; or enter' i'Itt6 ·a.settlement with such 
· .. r~~:~~~~~:P.~rs~_n;'.-1. ~~:·r;~~--:·;'·-r ·,~ .~_:·,~, . !\i.·. :~;_ ::.:·· i. _ _,.. . 

... (h) conClude . a ' settlement in'respect ()f any claim 
by · or·· against the 'department or waive any· 
claim by the department; . . . .. .. . . . 

•• • . . : , .... ., .· .·• ' . • . I . :. . . - • ~ . . ·. ' . I ; I ; . .• : · ~ . . · . ..... 

:· (o) . aJ?prove ~:Y,:remissipn; as.a~ · aet of grace; of 
: . ·,: _any-moneyduetotbedepartment; : ·. · · · ~-' > ., 
,' (p) ; appr~ve a reftind ~(~ev~nue ai:a1l'~ct of grace; 
. (q) approve :a payment,' as· an act·oLgrace, from 

.; : _; ; :· ! ·moneys of the department; :, ,: J) 1 •••••. 
•: · (r) :•. make any gift of money or movable. property of 

. -"· ' the . department; : or aceept any ' gift to the 
. . department; . . . . . . , . , .· . 

,.~(s); _:' atie~~he, .. let ,or ·othernise. dispose; of movable 
T t. f :~ ; :,property. of th~ departmen~~ ' . • r ~ . 

(2) The MiDlst.er may~ ~otwmistandirig the provi
• sions of, subsection i (I), ·authorize the Postmaster

.. General to exercise any' power. referred to in sub
;'section.(l). in all cases or;in' 'eases of a particular 

. ,.. class or.· Category 'or . i~ . cases ' where particular cir
·. cumstances~ apply, w1thout . the .. approval of the 
· . Minister~ '- ~, ._; .. . ;,. ; · ·, · , ;, . - ·: . 

· · ·(3) The' Postm~ster.-Geileral, ·when ··exercising a 
power referred to in subsection (1) (e), may deter
mine different ·fees, ~rates or charges · iii respect of 
different services, or services rendered in different 

11 

Act No.-113,1976 . 
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) ~~areas or ~circumstances, · or_may. determine·special 
fees, rates or charges that are higher or' lower than 
the normal tariffs, rates or charges, or may exempt 
particular users· .. or prospective users of services in . ·• . 
extraordinary or in specific circumstances from any 
of the prescribed fees, rates or charges. 

:. : " (4) Whenever the amount involved in any case 
": referred to in :paragraph (o), (p), (q) or (r)'ofsub

~ .. section_ (I); except in respect of the gift of movable 
; r property. of, the department, exceeds the amount of 
i: ·teri ; thousand rand, the remission, refund, payment 
:'·:or giftrin iquestion shalL not be made unless the 
·.-'amoimtfor this purpose has been appropriated by a 
: ,P9st Office Appropriation Act. . .. ·· . 

··' 
:Write~o!f ' -. . _ ·2c. :The Postmaster-General may iri his discretion 
~!:ram . ' 'approve tlinv~te-off of the whole or any portion ~f 

· · · · an amount owmg to the department by any person, 1f 
· he is satisfied~ ~ · · · 

' -~ , ;. . . . . . . - '. 

. . . . (a) t~at the amount is irrecoverable; ·· · : 

· ' (b) · that the .. recovery . ~f the·' ·anio\u~t would be 
uneconomical; · · 

., · ( . · . .-: .. . .. · - ·, ~. : ~· - ::·>, .;:· .. · .; ~! ~ : !·: ; .~· :c · .~ .· .. :·" . .. :: .. 
. •. (c) that recovery of the amount would cause undue 
.. ;; ,:. hardship .:to. the·.~ debtor-. or his · dependants 

., .. because they; are deprived of the minimum 
~: . " .: ess.ential means of a livelihood; , ;~ : · · · · · · 

.· (d) ' ,thatthe-~set~ of the debtor, or iri the estate of a 
. : - deceased or mentally ill debtor, whether or not 
' .. ~ , · · , such ._ assets_ have' been. pledged· to · the depart· 
. . .: ment, are: indispensable to his dependants or 

. : .· ; . . are of relatively little value and the debtor or his 
: ; . ' . : : 'estate,·, as'the case may be, is unable to pay the 
· · ... ·amount orany_portiori thereof, except by the 
, :··: :'• djsposal of suchass~ts ·a~d such disposal would 
· . . . · : .. cause undue,.hardship; .: · 
• : • -' -~ ; .• ~ . ,. . • • ,l : ... J "- • ( er ·that .it would be to the advantage of the depart
.· ; <• ::ment to'effect·a settlement· of, or. to waive, its 

· claim. ..f· ~ ·:'i · - · · 

Delcg~tioo.: _: 2D. ' (l) .The. Postmaster.:Ge~eral' may, on.' ~uch 
~f ~we~ of conditions ·as··. he :may ·· determine, ·delegate to the 
G~~~f. er_,· ) liOlder ·or a'ny_post·in ;the 'department any power 
: · :coruerred upon hiin by•this'Act ·or any other law, 

· except lhe power of delegation granted under this 
·· .subsection and a powet\vhich he may exercise only 
· with the· approval of the· Minister~ and may in his 

:. !.. ~ 

·.·discretion withdraw any stichdelegation.' ; .. 
• -: •. ' { , _; · :- , , , , · , . r , ·' , · _-, , • .' . 

, , ,, (2)· The Postmaster-General'shall not be divested 
·~.of any•power delegated: by' him arid niay amend or 
~ 1 withdraw any decision made in the exercise of that 
L .. power.i '· _:·. ·: · :' '-· · .. .. 
1 .:"!:::·. - · :_ . •·.rr -:· ~ - ~ :· ... ; .. : :: . >:!· ·, :. ~ .': : .--' .. · .. ;::·· J ~ -
• .• : (3)· When delegating any power to the holder of a 

, :. post, • the . Postmast~r~General . may: direct that the 
power: maybe_ _exercised by.the permanent incum
_bent of the post or :a_person appointed to act in 

. the post or a person who for the time being performs 
·the functions attached to the post . .,. · 

: f t-: . ~ · t ~· : 
- ' ' . ·,. 

:!:4.· Sec'tions 3~ 4~ 's, 6,-8, 9 aiid 10 of the principal Act are here- Re~eal or 
by repealed.·· • _, ··: • · .. .. .- • ,·· ;· : .. . :·. · . ·. . . secttons3,4,S, 
·, .,, .. - ., · · ··:.-.. .. ,1 ; : : ." · · !Y.- .. ·. :• .. : 6,8,9and10of 
.. ' - · · · · Act 44 or 1958. 
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.: : 5. ·The .following heading arid sections. are hereby inserted in Inserti01i of 
the'principalActafter' section 12:,,- ' ... ; , ~ ; ; . >t: Chapter.rr 

.. . .. - . . . . . . . and secttons 
· ·. · -· ' ·· - · • · : .. -;.' ' ~ ' -c · · : .•..: ·~ : ' ' 12Auptoand 

:::·--.. CHAPTER IL including 12S in 
;,:-_;. -~; ' , ;i · ~ -~ ;. ,. '-,r:-· Act44of1958 • 
. - .. -- :FINANCES_: :." i 

~· : ; _., -·-. · ~ i : ... ·. ,,, ; ~ , . ·-· : :., :_~ , · ) ! ~ - .. •i·, . ; ~~· .! , :: . 1 . · · · . ''} 

Affairs o(. · , . . .12A. , (1). ,The . affairs _. of: the ._department shall be 
depart!Pent, administered .. on 'business •principles :.due regard 
~~fci~t~ ~~ing _hadt~: :th(-pro_nj,~tio~?-. by :meails of efficient 
on business postal and telecommuntcatJOns services, of com
Pri!lcil'les •.. merce, industry and ;:tgriculture ,in au · parts of the 
: -"~.-_. ·-· _ ... _, .~ Republic~·and .to_ the.promotioii: oCthe Republic's 

··'foreign trade • ... . -. '';: " .· . c: ',"'_c. -' ·· ·::-

;, :. -'~ (2);.A.s!(4r ~as_ .p9~~ihl~: :~~~ pr~fi~: 9'r; the depa!t-
ip:len~. -a.ft~r pr_gv:JsJqn ,has :~en m.ade,for the .mam
•.tenance, replacement, renewal; and, depreciation of 
.; fiXed,' assets and th<r payment of interest on loans, 
: shall" riot be' in ore tliiui. is: sufficient' f or:the redemp
. '_ti_on ~ opoais, .re~~~!iabl¢.-~~ese.rires, tli_e-,provision of 

new fiXed assets and, subJect to . the provisions of 
!: ~ection · 12~/ -to: m'e,et' ariy 1otfier.1fiiia~cial ' liability 
· Imposed on·-the department by la-w; ; :(~·, :_. ·' ··'" ' · 

. f,-,, -.. , ,. .. _ .. ·, . ....... (. 
· Co!Dpen- 12B. (1) If the State President or:.;an Act of 
ruon for Parliament or a resolution'·or: the; Senate and the 
-J~~a~~-- ·): f.-.1-House o~ Assembly: require~ any service or facility to 

- services· and: be: rendered . fre-e of_ charge; by: the~ department or at 
facilities. a rate which does notcover-the;cost of providing the 

service ~rnfa<:~!ity,, .tJten tvfinist~;~: shall :as soon as 
:~ p~a~ti~~~1_e . a.ft~r ;. ~he ; .eJ,l.~ , :Rf. ea~h ~ancial year 

-presentio'Parha:ment ·an;accoup.t :apptoved by the 
, }~·li.~ste:,1 of, .Fin~nce:~a'fid_'. ~ S-h~~hig, . as nearly· as 
u ·pbsstble,-the amount"ofthe loss mcurred by reason 

of the provisiotfort1ie 'service ·or1facility, and such 
:.; : :am'6untshall' bC 'pa~d out•ofth~:~tate Revenue Fund 

into the Fttnd; ~·J: Iv' ·LL·l !; H7 : t 1 ~ ;; --. 

. r) ;; '-';(2): Jit! talculatirt$ !~ the' :; loss~· ~arisiiig from the 
.;,•, 'operation - of- 'sut:h ' servi~ · or; :facility, the value of 

contributions to revenue':-from \>ther services and 
·, :.racilities-oUhe department~ which: may· be due to the 

:_.:!· : operatiori::of such :service·.ot fa'cility; shall be ta:ken 
:H :.i~·:c o· . .- :dnto .account. ~ ih ;r:''' ~-,f:~ ( ,j l·.-·J ::; _·;J ni ' ,,, 

~[g~"fd; :;: 12~J (I) , ~o~p~p.s~t~g_n for $ervice~ provided ;,_~y 
services ,,, , . the . _depaJ;t~ep.hto. or,J>n pehalf1 ~f,any: other State 
provided to:: d~P!lftrnent or.~~e~~.dm,ini~tratiOJ.?-·_of.tl.le territory of 
or by other South West Afnca, or by any, other,State department 
State . , _ ~r1 tl?e _ s~~~ . .t\_q~n~~tra~~OJ?- , ~9. or, .o~: ~~half of the 
departrnertts 'department, shall --be · patd on· a · basis ' agreed upon 
~rd~lnis- from time to time ,bY 'the :~Postin~ster-:General a~d 
tration Of · :the head of:the 'other State department' or the satd 
the territory -Adrnini$fration·(~ or, ''in! ; the':. absence of any such 
~~~~~rl~:' ~g~eem~?-t;~as ~e~rJ?linediby ~he Minister i?- ~onsul- . 
- .' ·,·r: q .~! ; '"' tation;wJth 1the Mtmster·:of F1nance,.the~ M1mster of 

Transport or the Administrator of the. provinee con
, <;erned ; or : ~~~- , s~i~ . A:?.P.i!lis~~a~p~-:<depending. on 
whether the compenSil110i\ IS to be pa1d out of or mto 

uthe :st.a te Revenue .F'Qnd,' the Railway 'a nd Harbour 
_ Fu'nd; ~i'pro.Jiridal reyentie fund or. the ·revenue fund 
1 
of. the_ territory of South ,West '.Africa: .:. ·. 
' . (2) 'Paynienr of such' 'tompensation' .for services 
provided during any financial year sl:ialt, unless it is 

~otherwise agreed upon under subsection (1), be by 
:way-of instalments paid 'monthly during the financial 
year inl question and as far as possible equal to one
twelfth' of: the' total : cotrtpensation' :: estimated in 
respect' of that ' fiminCial ·:year . ·by the : department 
which providf:S:the 'sel'Vices in 'question or the said 
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Admhiistration, and_as soon as practicable after the 
end of :the financial year iri que~tion an adjustment 
between the . Fund and the State Revenue Fund, the 
Railway and Harbour Fund, the relevant provincial 
revenue fund or,. the revenue fund·,of the territory 
of South West Africa, as the case may. be, shall be 
made in respect of.the difference between the total 
amount paid by way ·of such instalmentS in '. tqat 
financial year and the compensation actually due in 
respect_ofthatfinancialyear; : . · _ ._r"' 

, (3f Whenever it' i~ provided. i~ anylawthat any 
postal article or telegram maybe sent to, or that any 
telephone conversation may be conducted with, any 
officer-of any' other State department free of charge 
or-without prepa)rment of charges, the handling and 
conveyance or the transmission; as the case may be, 
by the department · of such postal article, telegram 
or telephone conversation shall be deemed to be a . 
service · ·provided by the department to the other 
State department in question; .. . : .: : · ._ . 
' _, ' I -' ' , . . . • ; ' - ~ • • 

Post Office ·12D. The~e shall be· a' Po~t- Office 'Fund of which 
>0'----' the department shall keep account in its books and 

:into· which:shall be paid- . ' · .. · -~ ' . 
(a) ' ~11 revenue;:~ :~ . _:· . ~ ~:: ·> ~>- · . .. 
(b)- : moneys borrowed iti.terms-ofthepiovisions of · 
·. · cthis Act. or section 29 -.'of :the, Exchequer and 
· ·Audit Act, l97S(Act No. 66of1975); · 

, (c) deposits in ·the Savings Bank; . · · · 
(dL:ihe .. t>roeeeds '• ~~ _. i_i;~ties of_' National Savings 

.. ) . c;eruficates; , : .. t· • ; :-. ·. :· , : . , 

'(e) ·· interest received on all investments made by the 
: · · . department; .. . ·.; r_,: , , . - : , • 
, ·(f)· the proceeds from the realization. of securities 

~; . and other assets; and ' !' ' : ·. ~ .i'i , . 

:-(g) Dioneys received by'• the'department from any 
• . ,_;other souree' aiid with ·regard 'to which the 

: . . 'departinent has the right of disposal, . 
~·' . . ·; : ~ : . -' .. ~. ; . : ~ .. : . 

and . from whtch shall. be defrayed all expendtture 
' incurred iii aceordance'With ·an· Act ofParliament to 
:provide for the requirements 'Of the department . . 
'. .'~ .. , _. ~,-.. ( . .. _ : · ~ ~.J ~ ,_ -- · ~- '; .· : ~' ~ .i..: ~--- ~ .-..... - ~ -

Post Office .:· ~2E. (1) .The department -shalL maintain at the 
~~';Int. . Bank an account . entitled . ~'.Post ; Office Account" 

. intc) which shall be deposited,· subject to the provi-
sions of subsection (2~ · .. . . 

· .. (~) · ~II ~on~ys .'paid J~to th~ F~nd · ~nder section 
--.: , ) 20; and ·. . · _ , : 

· · , (b) all other moneys whatever ·received or held by 
_ ' ,, .·the department, · · " 
:·- . and frofu okhich' 'all ' eXpenditure 'shall be defrayed 

and ;all'payments 'shall be' 'made for which the 
. ·:department may be liable.: .; :·:-c" : ~: 

, · · (2FThe . depaitmenLi:nay, for:· the' purpose of 
.. ' ~efraying ·expenditure 'or 1of _'making · payments for 

which the depa'rtinent may be liable, utilize or retain 
''on·. hand' for utilization any moneys reCeived with

.· ·out 'depositing such moneys in.' the said account . 
. - : . . (3) Subje~t t~ : any, p~ovlsi6n . or'thi~ Act or any 
.. , other Act,to . the c:ontrary, ~o money shall be with· 
. drawn fromthe said account or utilized in terms of 

· ·; subsection (2) for the defrayal of expenditure charge
. , able to, the Fund, unless the defrayal in question is in 

accordance with appropnation by law. · 
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:.-:. · •· ( 4) . The "department: may· utilize ; moneys in the 
' / (;';said accountfot 'the refund' of money 'inadvertently 
': • , . :: · or incorrectly paid into the accoun~ ·and where such 
< / ; ·;a refund is chargeable to the Fund the ainount there
' :::) >• of sh~ll be deemed to have been appr~priated by law. 

4. ' ) : •-:-:) . :; ~ :.: · "'· -· ,. :~; • f.-.~: · t •. ~ _: ; --: ·:~· · i ~ :~. - ir f~ .,... · ·.-/,- :,.-._~:-;. q r 
~ppropri~~:·: -, 12F. (1) The Minister shall for·eveiyfinancial year, · 
tJon of . ·in a form determined by him;·submit. to Parliament 
=j!~!~ .. :an. estimate · of. ex~endi.tur~;. if?. .. which . the. amounts· 
estimat~ or,.;are s~~, ou_t,.)Vhlch.i!I1,.}ll~ qp1m~n should In respect 
expenditure oUhe financial-year • tn question be. expended from 
and revenue. the Fund. i'or speCific jnirposes to .iiiee(the require-

ments of the department, for appropriation of the 
' • amountS-in ·question by-'i PostiOfficeAppropriation 

Act --- - ~ fl')" · · · ·p · ····· ··, - .. .. .. ,. •... • 
.:;:v. (i) ·The· Miruster:may~.submi~ -to .P~~iiame·n:t··i;;·a . 
·· form :determined by him,· an ·estimate of additional 

expenditure from·the Fund in respect of any fiilancial · 
~ year·,for~:purposes·Jor :.which·:amounts Mve·_beeil 

·: i:appropriated·.by a Post Office App,ropriationAct for 
,.,. that;:firiancial: yeardi.nd, for; -purposes for which 
:::amounts have not·_been so appropriated, for apprO.:. 
1 ·:·P~atio!} .. ~f th~.rele~~n~-~~ditional amounts by an 
· Additional!Post.9ffis~.App_ropr.iation Act • 

., ,., (3), The Minister m~y approve that a saving on an 
~r;iainoun~.~~~c~- in ~esp~~ .qf~JlY._financial ye~r ~as 

been appropnated by a~ Post, Office Appropnation 
. ~: Actr (or a. specific pumose.; be. applied towards the 
-~~~~fritya~~f. ~jc~s.s'e:~Pe,~d}t~re'fp~ !l~Y other purpose 
,.; or .. p,urposes Jor,.~li•ch,an amo\lnt~r amounts have 
· · b'een·so 'apprdpriated;·~·' ~·· · ; . ::- . ;i:~: 

(4) The Minister may, ·on'·'tlie conditions and 
:.r/Within ·the. llinits ~determined 1by hirif,) authorize any · 
. · o~~l" ~rlofficers .in t'~he·d¢partme~t· to·'appr'?ve the 
t ' tltilitation:of .savmgs• referred?to•'JfiiSubsection (3) 
' -in ' the manner stated·.:'therein;)'pending virement 
,J , appro~at:by 1the Minister · cif'such _.utilizAtion, which 
''' vn-ernent·• approval shall :• be: obtained· 'as soon as 
:: ·practicable afier th~ clos~ o~the bo.o~~ :of th~ depart-

m~I?-t f?r the financml·year:m,respect·of whtch such 
c•i•U.!ih~tion .~urs., .:· ~ i··:,:ii•,~·:! ~iq i •~: . • 
~.'!.! ., .(5) ,N,otw1ths~n~!lg t~e pr_gvtS1o.ns. ,of subsections 
j:{l),A2) yand (3), -:t~-~ j:tvfjnistfit; .m~y; gr~pt authority 
;;for 11Plo~nts. ~o ~~:c:x?e..nd~d fro,xn tfle.F~nd to defray
,_. ,,(a)-.: exc~ss ~ exp~p.~~t~rer(or ., a~y; Plimose or pur-

Jr;.,!:!:Pose,~JQ:t: : )vlu~~·. an1 a,moun.to~ ~n;J.ounts have 
·· been appropriated by a· Post Office Appropria-

. . tion Act; · . ' . · . . · . · ~ . · . 
.. J.(b)r· expend~ture! !_fo,r•··an:yJ .P.#O.se: or purpp'ses 
:1: ~ .... ~ foruwhrcli~·an amoui'lt or' amounts have · not 
1<: :1> ; been: ·so ' appropriated;l'if he' is• ·satisfied that 

... );_ ,,~-: the··'expenditure in •·questiorCcannot without 
:i :~:'::prejudice to :the:public' iilteiest'•be postponed 
. , :"' , ; .1 . until ian: amou~t ~r: am<?UD~~ fo_r such purpose 
~-,,: ;or .. purposes :can be .appr9priated, by a Post 

~y·1.,. .. Office.Appropria:tioii A.c;t: <LT '', : : · • 
. ,; Provided that.the.total.amount for ,the ,spendmg of 
- . which authority . inay be i granted, ;in respect of a 
. . finar:;cial_ year. in . te1p1s, ~f _this ·rs~ction shall not 

·exceed-'an amount 'equal· to two per cent of the 
., ·total' amount appropriated by'' a·; Post Office Ap· 
''. propriatio.nActfo/:that 'financial'year or, if a Post 
· · :Office Appropriation )Act for th'e' year' in respect of 

which such spending is autlioriied 'has not at the 
r ' relevant time been passed, two per ·cent ofthe total 

amount appropriated by· a Post Office, Appropria· 
• l: tion: Act 'in: respect·, of.. the ·immediately preceding 
_!: financialyear.: ,. !::·.·· ·: .. , : ' ·, . .:: .-
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·: · (6) Particulars:ofamounts spent under authority 
'in terms of subsection (5) and of the purposes for 
which the amounts have · been spent shall be sub

, mitted to Parliament by the Minister; together with 
-.the estimates referred to in subsection (1) for the 

, . financial year • immediately following .the financial 
:year in respect ofwhich the said amounts have been 
spent, for appropriation of the amounts in question. 

(7) The Minister shall· for every financial year, 
in a form determined by him, submit to. Parliament 
an estimate of expected revenue during· that financial 

·. year~ . ' _ ' . _ 
D~r;ti~ii~r-;,' . llG. o)' A.'. Po~t; office .Aptj;opr~ation Act shall 
Post Office be authority for the .. depadmerit..:..... ·. Appro- · · · - _ - .. • · · 
priation: ·(a) . to utilize money :which has. been · appropriated 
A9t_ an~ . . . in respect of a financial year also after the end 
uti!Wlhon : - ~- ; of that financial year· · ' - ·f .-
of amounts · · . . -. ' ' .- · ·. . 
appro- · .. · ·. (b) ·: to tncur, from the begmmng. of the financtal 
priated . . . r' . . ··year following the financial :year to which it 
m respect . relates and until a Post Office Appropriation 
~:O~ial · _ · Act ·relating to the ne~· financial year comes 
year. · · into operation- '· · ·. · ·: -_ .. 

: .. ; · ' (i) for a period not exceeding one month, 
. ·.such expenditure ·as may· be necessary; or 

· .. -; ;": , (ii)'expen~~tire :not .. -·7xceediilg :an amount 
: , ~. : "-- _ appropr~~t~d by :..c a,. Po~~ ~ffice Part Ap-

... . . · · propnatton Act,. · _ _ 
: ·- ,~~- . ·,;.ril iespect' 6fthe last~ni~~ti~n~~ffi~ancial year 

· . :,'.for purposes. for which. amounts .. were appro
-~ ,. _, .: priated in·; the first-mentioned , Post Office 
:. ·: ; " . Appropriation ~c:t. , -., , ,_,: :·;·_·,- :. . 
· ·· :· '(2) At ' the" coinillencemenu of;: a : Post Office 

,;Appropriation·. Act any·· expenditure · incurred in · 
. . ,terms of subsection (l):(b) prior tothe commence
;~· · ment . thereof. shall -be deemed · to be expenditure 
· ·incurred .under· appropriation in; the Post Office 
· ·Appropriation Act in question, and such expenditure 

shall be accounted for.·as if it had been incurred 
. under such appropriation.· ·. ·:· · -: 'f 

. (3) The appropriations made by . . a Post Office 
. . Appropriation Act in respect of a financial year shall 
' as .· far as possible . be charged ,·with all. expenditure 
, _incurred in respect ofthat financial _year, whether 

: ~- or, not such expenditure has been defrayed at the 
. - close ; of r the :accOunts for .the 'financial year in 

. ·. !ques~on •. ·. 1_,_ ~ ! ... . . . . ~ ·_ · : · ~ ~ - -- ~ " 
Aecounts ·. · r 12H. (1): Proper ·account · shall -be kept of the :f1e ent transactions of the department \)Y means of a system 
. a m s. of account-books, accounts ·and records approved 

· · · · by · the Postmaster-General after consultation with 
the Auditor-General. ·· · ·. .. ' ., ,, · ~ 

(2) ·,The P~stmast~r:Genera( rilay,' .after. consul-
. _ tation with the Auditor-Gerierhl, make· such changes . 
. l ~ 'to'.the said system·as he may consider.necessary to 
·. -· 'provide for changed circumstances; -~- · ,._ . 

. ', ;' (3) -·The ·.full _-an1oJnts . of .re'venue ; earned or 
. . . accrued 'arid the full- amounts of. the liabilities of 
. ' . the department incurred or accruea, shall as far as 

' possible be brought to acco~n~ m_onthly. 
(4) The Postmaster-General -' shall as soon as 

practicable after the end• of each month cause a 
statement to -be ·published . in the Gazette showing 
the revenue and . expenditure · of the department 



GOVERNMENT .OAZETIE, 23, JULY 1976 No.•.S222 23 

Loans. 
, 'i' ' 'l ' _· 

POST OFFICE AMENDMENT.ACT, 1976 

, during that·month and during the .period from the 
. first day, of the~ relative financial , year, to the end of 
.. that month. · - · .··. ·.·. · r : ;, ,. :.: ·;·r~.:· 
, .. (5) . The 'department shall _as .soon as possible, but 
, . not later. than: four . months . after: .the close of the 
. relative fitiancial•year, prepare and, transmit to the 

Auditor-General the . following , statements and 
· :accounts;.in a form determined ,byJhe Postmaster
, General:. after- ~• consultation ·:with . the Auditor
: .. General, in .respect of. the relative financial year:
·Aa) ; a . balance~sheet, setting ,out. the. true state of 
:1,;_; 1, all ~the. financial ,affairs '9f the. ·department on 
... . . :_thelastdayoftlterelative financial year; 

Jlct~o.ll3,1976 

· (b) ageneralrevenue aQd. expenditure.account; 
, (c), .an appropri_ation ··account , specifying in respect · 
1 • • : -~-.of, each. main : division. of.. the . estimates of 
, .. · . expenditure. the amount appearing in the said 
: > , , estimates and in: any additional estimates of 

expenditure,. and ;: the .amount . actually spent 
in respect of each such main division; 

.-(d)'. a : balance-sheet for the last day of the financial 
• : ! • · year and 'a revenue and :expenditure account 
·, .. :; relating to the Savings Bank and1 refatiri,8:'to 

. . ': ·National Savings Certificates; and; 11 · · ·• · 

(e) such other accounts. arid· :statements as the 
, •' ·: , .: ~uditor-Gerieral_ may, deeni; necessary or de-

, 1 · -- strable.·. _:;·j , ·, ·? · ~ .-. ·. ',:, ., . , · ·;.: :.•< 
" · (6) . Each : appropriation. aceount :ii:'eferred to in 
·subsection (5) (c) shall . .,be · accompanied by an 

. . ·explanation: of the. ca;uses of: any variation in excess 
. 'of two· per cent between the amount which appears 
. in :the estimates of expenditure. or .any additional 

estimates of expenditure: in·• respect of, each main 
·· · division ~ referred to fin;·subsection {5) {c) and the 
. : a~?l;lnt ·.actually : spent in· .-r~spe~ . of : that main 

diVISIOn. . -- ; :·!v·· ; ;.::r: .. 
r • . • {7)-: Each~ balance-sheet,· revenue' and. expenditure 

account and appropriation account referred to in 
·, 1 subsection , (5) l shall: be signed by 0 the\ Postmaster

General, and this duty may .notbe <lelegated by the 
·. Postmaster-:-General' notwithstanding \ anything to 
.. ·the.;coiltrary containe'd•in this. Act~ j 

:., 121. (1) The .. 1Postm~stet-9eneral .may 1_1-t ~y 
ttme, . with, the approval )of the Minister g!Ven m 
con.Sultatimi:. with the Minister .. of .Finance, borrow 
'money in the Republic or in . any . other country to 
firi_ance: anticipated deficits in; ~J?.e .. Fund, and may 
do so by- : " :. ::r; -:!.; ~· : ;·. 
(a) ~ entering ' into, agreements With ;governments, 
. .· , banks or. financial .. institutions, including an 
•. ·. ~, internationat . bank •) o~, ·.foreign financial in-

.. stitution; . .· . ·. 1 J,. ; " > . •.. •, 
(b r making issues of piibtlc stock and bonds, 
on such terms and conditions as the Minister may 
'approve in consultation ~with . the Minister of 
Finance, . and 1may. furnis~ any, security required to 
. be lodged therefor or, whtch is considered necessary. 
, : . (2) The Postmaster-General may at any time, with 
the approval of ,the. Minister :granted; generally or 
in a specific in.Stance; by' agreement borrow money 
from the South Atlantic Cable Company (Proprie
tary) Limited registered on 13 May, -1965, in·terms 
of the Companies Acti 1926 (Act No .. 46 of 1926). 
as . substituted· by, the ·companies , Act, 1973 ' (Act 
No~ 61 oft973). . . .. . , . 0 • •• • 

(3) The Minister of-Finance may, with regard to 
loans ' raised or securities issued in 'terms of this 
seetio'ri, gua"rant~e)he repayment of,ariy loan or the 
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.. . capital::sum of: any security and .the payment of 
. . , , interest on and the payment of expenditure incurred 
·. · . . _, in connection with any such loan or any such security, . 

· . ~, · I · · or. guarantee the reimbursement of any loss which 
may be sustained by the Bank in respect of any such 
guarantee furnished by the Bank with regard to 

. any such loan, or any such security. . . . . 
..t I ~ . . . ) ~· ·.. • I • ' .' j ; . • • • ' • 

; : .. . (4) · Agreements entered into and securities issued 
· •; ·· , under this section shall be signed by the Postmaster-

, · ! . ·General or a person or persons. authorized.thereto 
. . , . by him itt writing. · · ~ " o: :-: ?' ~ ··".•i : .• · · 

.. ; (5) An: agreement' enteredlJiitO'.:iri' terrris ' of, this 
section may provide that·.: any mririeys .. borrowed 
thereunder may at any time during the currency of 

.· the agreement be repaid in whole or in part and 
that an amount so repaid shall again be available 

t; [ · ·~ 0::' :: Tor· drawing' 'in ·termFof that agreement: ·arid an 
: ' '.' u · ;._! . ainoimt 'or·part of ai{amourit thusrepaid shall be 
'· · ·c .' deemed to have beeri approprlated·by'law. 
·· : ~~ .. 1~ ·· ., ·. ;" . · , 1•,. .'. ' • .J .•• · ~ . , • . • • • .! · ~ ·.·' 

ProVisions' 
applicable · 
to issues 
of stock. 

.·Jtti'O) Th~ ,public stock .that :ihe·. Postmaster- . 

. General. may · issue in terms of section 121 (1) (b) 
shall be either internal stock or external stock, and 
such internal stock shall be registered stock. 

. · ·. . · (2) Internal registered stock shai( be transferable 
. . : i :·. ·; ' by a securities transferforin hiterins ofsection·135 
·. ' ·, · · .. of the' Companies Act, 1973 (Act No: 61 of 1973), 
.. ' . . ;, and the stock certificate which the department issues 

·' · · · · · ··:·in respect thereof shaH oe prima facie evidence of 
' ! • the title ·of the person mentioned therein as the 

holder of the stock in question, to such stock. 
' (3) The department · shaH keep records in which 

' ::.··· ~ · shall be entered in respect of each issue of stock-
: (a) the ·nani~ and address ; ~f 'each.' hblder of such 

s~o_ck; .: · . . . _ . 
(b) the·amount of such 'stock of each holder; and 
{c) the date or dates on which such stock was 

registered in the riame of a holder. . .. 
· (4) The department shall issue~· .··' . · · 

,' ;: . • ·. l! :r . .. (a) : t~/ a 'person,' upon''p~yme~t : t~ the' department 
. of. the full amount , ofo any internal registered 

. .· · stock allocated by. th~ ; department to him on 
: application by him, ~a stock, certificate for the (: 

. •· : 1' I ' 
•. ' ' ' ! 

·full amount of such stock; . ,, . 
(b) to the transferee a stock certificate for the full 

amount of any such stock transferred by the 
. . . ' ' :. . . department into his name by a securities transfer 

·•· form .lodged with the department. and accom
. panied ·by . the r elevant stock certificate in the 
trailsferor~s name . . , ,·, .. . , , · ::. 

>·. ; ·"< . ' 

•' (5) External ' ·stock: may ·be , transferred by a 
· wntten • instrument in the acceptable or general 

form applicable iri the country in which the stock 
.. ;:·. : . · . is issued. ·:.·.-:· · · · ··. : :J :;:: .. .. :• _,. 

Appoint
ment of 
agents and 
making of 
advances. 
. . 
~ •. • - • \ j 

' ~ : . : ;, ; . ; . _:r· r ·:, • ~ ... - . , . ~-- . : , ' r' 

12K. (1) The Minister may, on the terms and 
. conditions ; agreed ::upon, . appoint ' the . Bank, · a 
financial institution . or any . other person as . an 
agent for the issue,., management, repurchase or 
repayment of securities issued under this Act, or 
to perform any. other action .which;the department 
may or is required ·to perform in terms of section 
121 or 12J. . ·-
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' .. -~ (2) ·The department rrlay, :as-ia .. chargcf against 
r·, . the Fund;'.make 'interest-free: advariees:to an.ageht 

.referred _tq. in subsection ' (1) for the repurchase of 
· · securities~~ ·and advances' so made:shall be ~deemed 
f.: to nave been approp'riated •by law; ' ! • 

. ) .. ~ .~' ' l ' ' ; ' .- • I .' 1' • ' ' : ~- -, 

Department ' 12L~ Neither :the' department:, nor ' any agent 
not ' : ·• (:' appointed under section 12K: ·shall be responsible 
r~l'r~Vfil?·e f~r t~e fuuilment,iof.any o~ugat.ion resulting fr!'m 
nient of'; ' · any lien; ·whether expressed, tmphed or constructive, 
·oblig~tions : iheld· 'ovef: any secur}ty, ·notWithstanding that the 
f~~'li~ departm~nt_ ()r . su~h ~ ~~e~~ ~~s: rtotified of such lien. 
over . . ··. < .. : .. , . ... . ..... . .. .. .. . ., ... •• J t-.o •• ) 

securities~ :, : .. 

· Bink ?:,; · · •. : ' · ' 12M. · Thi'l' Postmaster~ General 1 may at any time 
overdraft. borrow from· thei Bank by' way of overdraft such 
-.· .. :',::•:::; :·. su:ins of money 'as he 'inay deendtecessary to meet 
-:· · <1 

; anticipated :temporary deficits in the Post Office 
· ·· ,. · . :'· Account; and may pay· interest on such loans, and 

i ·/ ·: the Bank may. grant ·such loans to the department. 
; ! _;- ~ \ .. -.. __ : j 

• ..., __ :~ : · ~ ·. :: .,~~ -~··: :. "'-· ~ ~ . ~.; . ;:; ::. ~ ·.' ' • l_;_·: j , -:1 '.: ' ; I} . 

Expenditure i l2N. (1)' When in' the raishig'of·a loan the gross 
i!J con!lcc-:, : amount of the lirioneys ·borrowed is reduced by any 
~~~~~.th ~·: 'c()sis; -including ariy dis~unt and ~rnmission, such 
.. ·. ' ,. ·!.· :!costs shall be deemed to be expenditure chargeable 

,: ·,_:· to the·Funa·and the net a.m:ountso borrowed shall 
be increased by the amount of sucli costs . 

. i~) :1!; :·~ /' f" . ~ .. . ~ :· :·~! ' -1~~ 1'~; <;: -; ~,! t .'~{ !\' ~ .;..., 

· ~';: :: !:o;.!(2).:AIFirlterestJp~yable ~on. loans, ·exchange rat~ 
_._c::·: . ]<>s~es •. , ,co!D~i~sion; '?,lan~g~nient. ·¢h~~ges and any 
·· ·' ,_ · other·· costs.' mcurred m· respect· of moneys borrowed 

in terms'·'of 1this:Aa 'ot '· iricurred'With the object 
•;; < :- 9.f.b?~qwipg. _~qners.i~ ,terll}s of.t~~s Act,.Js,l;la~; be 
.. .. pa1d by the d~partmentfrom the .Fund. n~"'' - ii : ·.· · 

, ' ~ ,"I ,. { ' · , I ~; .• ' 'J . • o •f 1.· ~• ; • ' .- · o./ {.. • • o I , ) (". J .,. " ' ·~"I o .• • , . , " #I ' , t . · ~ , 

-· :• : ''"""'I) ! ::rl n :.d:l ~y: ·~· ; ~·; :. i , 
· ; . . ·' 1 ' :r·· ·t' ·u · :.,.~L.,t ·. ~~· rr-; .·_. ~ ; . ·ti' ' ·~ 1 11'· r:' o ';--·.., r rq ; !J~., •.. . , {· ' . 
Repay~ent:; .~120. '(t)'iThe"depai:tJrieni, may~ prior to the due 
,o~I~~ns:~: ~-~ date,~~~~s.)t is)nco11s.iste~~~with any conditions 

1.- - o( .!s~ti<? ~~ .. any,_agreem~qt,• !Jf, ;on,the due date, or, 
, in the, case, of. moneys borrowed·by way of over

draft in terins. of ·section -12M,--ati any time, repay 
, . any, ,m<mey~ borrow~d; in . tern}s -.of 1this Act, and 
;.,., apy 1 moneys,.. ~o . r.epaid, '.lllhich;"')'!~re borrowed by 

way of overdraft m terms of.se~JOn 12M shall be 
·~··:' dee~ed: to, hl,lY~ .bee~ ,appropriated. by•law. 
'/ !i'j ":;~~:· ! !" :. .·· :·,, )_f · ·:;.::;_;.F .... >· . ~: ~ ~;! ,"f ' t 

r : ;:(2) : Any , moneys , borr6wed:.-in t~rms of this Act 
.~ ; · and ·,not claimed ! by the~ person' entitled thereto 

within a . period of six,years from the date on which 
· · ~ , he ·· became ; 'entitled to ·.claim such ·moneys, · may 
. .~ , be. · paid: into .the, :Fund: ,Provided· that. moneys so 

: paid irito the ; Fund: and . subsequently. claimed by 
. or. on behalf of the.person·entitled thereto, may be 

; ·: paid _by, means of· a drawback from· current revenue 
:/ :acCruing to: the F'lind;;·: i1•:.· :: :..;:: .. :·; :, .':. 

• I, - C: .. :, .:'! J ~ ·~ l ... · ... ·;·.i-;. ~ .> .... ~ . ·,.~:.· ~ :. , ... : ~· · ~ 
. ~. ~ ;I r~: rl~ 1• : ; , ;:·· .'i :i·;_. .... .. ; ,;~ ..... A .•. ;b i ~! ,.' 

Opening of i UP; No account shalt' be opened on behalf of 
bank · · : . the department at the Bank or ariy other bank with
_accounts. ·.: ··out the written approval of the Postmaster-General, 
c. ' -- : .-; ~,. and; ·subjec(to ' the provis~()ns of· seetion 12M, the 
· >: ·:' · . ·· . Bank or the bank concerned,; as the· case may be, 

·shall 'not allow such an 'account to ' be overdrawn • 
. " . • ' ; I ~ • : ••• ' ; • ,· ' ; ' 

27 

Act No; l13, 1976 
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Investment ... 12Q. (1) .The . Postmaster-General ,may in his 
~~~'3~~eys·' discreti~n inve~t ;on short_ ,.~n. ~e'po~it ~~:ny moneys 
department held by the department-. . , : 1 • , 

and . . · (a). with the N,ationalFinance·co'rporation of South· 
realization · , Mrica · established· :under ·section : 2 of the 
~f~rtt ain.t :_ .·:· ·.National Finance , Corpo.mtiorf Act; 1949 (Act 
Jn~~ ll'len, s .. · · .. No; 33.of.1949); ·: :· ,' . ·. ·· .. . 
· · ·:.. -' . (b)'. with the·· Public· Debt Commissioners referred 

· ' . · ··; ., .. · to iri section 2 of the ~ublic Debt Commissioners 
. . . . ' · Act, 1969 (Act No~· 2 ofl969); , , ,, 

.'. ,.. . (c) with s~ch foreign_ or in~mal fin~·uici~l !nstitu
r• • . . ·. . 'tions~ as :may be approved by the Minister in 
o;_ ~:::{ , ,; · ~n~~lt~tion·.wi~.the .Minis.te_r o,(~i_nance. 
· '· " · (2) ·The Postmaster-General may-.' ' : 
:r:· ::' •' (a) ··after consultation: witli tlie' ·Public 'Debt Com-

·.:._!_f.t ;.t , '":IriiSsiOners_::.:· j_ J ·.J. '.;' ~ : :·:· L .. ~~ J : •. ~ . ·Ji·~:... : :. 

I';' :I ; ! •. i/ .: (i) . invest iri. stocko~ debenhires'ofthe Govern
~. -~~ ~·: · ;:'. "· merifof tlie Republic··: · ·~; i i: : •. 

. .• . :~ ... (ii)' pay· into. the bank·a~ourif of the Public 
·.·· · "· : . ··: ··· : ·; Debt· Comrn.issioriers ' fat· investment by 

1' ' ' ''" . . - ~· ' '' :them in accor'daiicewith 'the provisions of 
·~ :.·· ., :, '.: • 1:, the Public Debt Corriinissioiteri Act, 1969; 
.. . '.(b)': 'iiivestiri such'other manner 3.nd.with such other 

: ' .. .' financial institutions · as . the Minister in con-
. 'sultatiori. with· tlie'; MiniSter ·of· :Finance may 

. rr:,·; . approve, _-:. ····•>· .· • · .. :;:• · ... .. _r : : . :·. ' 
· '· ·:any moneys held by; the departinentwhich, in the 
· -,.,; ;opinion- of the Postmaster-General,: ·are available 
,-1 t j for sucli investment; : . ' ;, i . . ,: ; ' v ; 

.. , • · (3) The sums ofmoneywithdra\vn from the Fund 
· ~ i : for· investment in · aceordance .With -'subsection (1) 

1 •• • • 
1 or(2);' shall be deemed to ~have·been· appropriated. 
, bylaw for the :relative purposes. :.: ·: •,l 

· .. , (4) The' Postmaster-General· may,, whenever he 
• deems it advisable and after consultation with the 

Public Debt: Commissioners, .. sell or otherwise 
· · dispose. of securities held by the department as in-
• .. vestments;· . . ,_ · · .. 

Reeovery or' : . tiR.; (1) 'If a person who is or was in :the employ 
~ossc;: and · of the depar:fm.ent . caused 'the department any loss 

am ges.. or damage because he-:- ... - -', ·: ' . 
(a) failed ' to collect :moneys ·for the collection of 

... · which he is odvas responsible: ' . '.: . 
(b) is of was responsible 'for 'an irregular payment 

. . . . of moneys ' or. for J a pay.irie'ni 1• of ;moneys not 
. supporied by a proper voucher; : ~. 

(c) ' is or -was responsible.' for) fruitless 'expenditure 
. : ofmoneys 'due' to' an 1omissiori to' carry out his 

·. : .... duties· · .. . . · > ·· :; : .. -·:: • ···· - · : :> 
(d) is or .;as responsible for a deficiency in, or for 

1 ; ' • • the destruction; of, or , damage to, moneys, 
.; .. :.. . stamps, :· face value documents · and forms 
. ' ~· , . · having a ·potential value,· securities, equipment, 
· . · .. · stores or any other property of the department; 

(e) . due to an omission· to carry out his duties, is 
~ or w~s responsible for a claim against the 
... . ,department, - · ·.'.r. '- .. 

·. ·. · the Postmaster-General shall deterinine· the amount 
. of such loss or damage and,; subject to the provisions 
of subsection (5), . order~ · by ·notice in·:writing, the 

· · · · said person to pay to · him, within thirty days from 
. : the date of such notice; the amount so ·determined. 

(2) If a person who is in the employ ·of the depart· 
·' · ment and who has iri terms of subsection (1) been 
: '· •ordered to pay an amount, fails to pay such amount 
.r: ·: ;,within the period stipulated in the notiCe in question, 
. :. the amount "shall, subject 'to the provisions of 
; :: i subsections (4), ,(6) and (7)~ be deducted from his 

monthly salary: Provided that such deduction shall 
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; .notin any month exceed one-fciurth''of his morithly 
· : sal8.ry.~; .- : ·;!~.,;"'!;/ . J : . : _ .=-::_ : :!Y~t-_.-: ~~;; ,_: (;- ~_ ::-:: ~;; ~ -~ ·> ... · ,: ... . 

>.< (3):If, a.i.person,\vho .was in· the. employ of'H1e"' 
. department arid who has,' in ternis·ofsubsection (1), 
been ordered to pay an amount,' fails .to pay such 
amount within the period stipulated in the notice · 
in question, the Postmaster-General shall, subject 

~)•to 'the- proVisions· of ·subsections ~ (4);·: (6) and (7), 
reoovet such' arii6tirit from the petson coneerrled by 
legal process. 

1 
_,. ,.. .. • ,.., _ L 

(4) If a person wh'o·lia51 oeen ordered to pay an 
•amount in terms of subsection (1) makes, within the 
period stipulated irithe' notice in question, an offer 
to pay the amount in ,instalments,.the Postmaster-

! :General may' alloW' payii:ier1t' irl such'· i'llStatments as 
d he may!.,consic:;ler -,reasonable:' ~P.rQvided, .that if the 

redemption of the amount in terms of the offer will 
. not· be effected within a peripd of twelve months 
.: calc'ulated· ftoltrthe date ·on''which the·first instal
~menP;is •; ;payable~ ~the· Pdstmaster'.:Oeneral may . 
. !·approve that ·such atliount.be paid o;Ver a period in 
";exceSs' of the period· mentioned; 'and may <Ietermine 
; the :other: terins and ·condiiions stibject'to ·which the 
) amounfshallibepaid~·i ·.' . i l. · ~ !):!J • 'i !," )•.rr -

J·: • (S)_ Iffor'ahy'reason ·whatsoever' the ·Postmaster
;;/Gent:tal is of)he'opiruoil'that'the}amount of any 
· Joss· .·or damage' referre<Ho 'iri' subsection (1) should 
' iiot' 'be!:rtcovefed l(>r''shouid 'De'. recovered in part 

,! i(>nly from the'petsbri:respon8ible'·tlletefor, he may 
1·exempt-thatpersbn from payment 6f the whole or 

a portion of such arnburit~; · ·; - , i , ... , , , j :u: ' ;· 

(6) A,.person:who. hasjn•terms.of:subsectfon (1) 
been ordered to pay an amount may within a period 
of thirty days from th~ date of such order in writing 

· request the Postmaster-General;· stating the ·grounds 
for his request, to exempt him from paymenfofthe 
whole or a _eortion of such amount in terms of 
subsection (5), · and if the Postmaster-General 
refuses to ~xempt sqch ,person in accordance with 

':';his_ 'request~ from' ·tiie' .. pa:ymenf; of the ;whc>ie' or . a 
!.: 

1 pOrtion 'of the' amount' in q UeStiOD, 'SUCh I pers'on niay 
-; within: thirty .. days,,~er -)l~ i has.: been potified in 
1: :writing 1 ~o( · ~my, such !·~efusal, 1 ap~al) against.• such 
kr.efusal Jo: the Minister; :andt the. Minister:, may;. after 

, such further investigation as:he:may deem necessary, 
·dismiss Jhe. ,appeal . or: order that;.the appellant be 

r exempted; eitl}.er :)V~olly,; pr, partly.;_according. as he 
. may consider fair and reasonable;· from the :payment 

. ofsuchamount .. :-1' " :; . };; •: ., ;~~ ... . :: ·: :. ;i;· : .:. · 

(7) A person wli6·1ias~ in terms; of !!Ubsection (1) 
been ordered to pay an amount may, instead of 

.. appealing . to the Minister',. under-. subsection 
1
, {6), 

'· apply within a period of thirty. days. from 'the ,date 
of such order, or within such ftiither period as the 
court may allow, to a competent court for an order 
. setting· aside· such'fir~t~mentioried . o'rder: or reducing 

.. ,-such aino'unt~:.an:d. 'the 'court .• ma:y upon such an 
; . application..:: if...if)is .not : convinced·; by th(:Post-
, mastet~General · on. the inerits . of the case tha:(the 

: order; was.' rightly made : or'.thaf that. amount is 
: ·corieet,l m<i](e an . order ·setting . aside such first
. mentioned'. otde( oi' reducing'that amount. as the 
'case m:ay'be. I ' . •' ';, · ' . · • • ' •. . . ' '", · 1 • 

·:· (8)If, an amount is in terms, of:'subsection (5) • 
. : (6) or (7) reduced~ the,reduced amount shall muf4ltis 
·. mutandis · be,; recovered · inr; accordance with the 
· provisions of. subsections (1). (2), (3) and (4). 
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Gifts to . . 12S. Whenever a gift is made to the department 
department; and it is not apparent ·to what ·purpose the gift 

should be ap_Plied, the Minister may decide the 
: manner in which such gift shall be utilized .... · 

· 6 •. The principal Act is hereby · amended by the substitution Substitl!tion 
for the headings immediately preceding section 13 of the follow- 0~~~~gs ' h di Pr=<:Urng 10g ea ngs: section 13 of 

Act 44 of 1958, 

"CHAPTERlli 

Posis ... 

7. Section 13. of the principal Act is hereby amended--- Amendment of 
· (a) by the substitution for subsection (2) of the follow- ~~i~ ~f~~~8 . 

ing subsection: · : · . · ·. as amended by' 

"(2) Save as is otherwise prescribed, the postage and ~~~6 ~r ~~73 
. . · any fees which may be payable in respect of any postal • 

article posted within the Republic or in the territory 
of.South Wes~ Africa; shall be prepaid by means of 

, postage stamps, issued for the Republic or for the 
· territory of South West Afri~ as the case may be, by 

. , . the Postmaster-General, arid ·not previously used, 
obliterated or defaced, and in default thereof there 
shall be . payable m. :inoney upon every such postal 
article, at the tin:i.e of or after delivery thereof, a . 

. . prescribed amount, and any amount so paid in respect 
of any postal · article shall be accounted for as· pre
scribed."; and 

(b) by' the deletion of subsectio.ns (5) and (6). •' 

•· 8. Sections 14, 20, 21 and 23 of the principal ACt are hereby Repeal of 
repealed. · · sections 14, 20, 

21 and 23 of 
Act 44 of 1958. 

. . 
9. Section 36 of the principal Act · is hereby amended by the Am~nd~ent of 

substitution for subsection (1) of· the following subsection: ~~:14'.f ~F 10:S8• 

"(1) The master or. agent of any vessel, except any 
master or agent exempted in terms of section 45A from 
compliance with the provisions of this section, which is 

· · about to depart from any port within the Republic shall 
give to the postmaster at the port from which that vessel 
is about to depart, notice in writing of the intended time 
of departure and the ports of call and destination of that 
vessel.". ; 

10. The following section .is hereby substituted for section 37 Substitution 
of the principal Act: · of section 37 of 

" Masters of . 37. The master of any vessel, except any master 
vessels to .

1 
·exempted in terms of section 45A from compliance 

f~n~;;edmt~ with the provisions of this·· section, shall receive 
them. thereon any mail tendered to him by an officer for 

conveyance, · and shall give a receipt therefor in 
such form as may be required by the Postmaster
General, and shall without delay deliver such mail 
according to the direction thereof at the port of 
call or ·destination, and in default of compliance 

·' ·with any· provision of this section he or the agent 
shall incur a penalty not exceeding one thousand 
rand which· shall be recoverable . by action in any 
competent court.·~. · · . . - : . ' ' ' . ~ 

Act 44 of 1958. 
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. 11• The following section is hereby substituted for section 38 Sub~titution of 
of the principal Act: . . · · .. · . ' · . · · A~:I44 ~? ~~~8. 
"Masters of 38. The master of ariy vessel, except ·any master 
~~~~~~ ~0' exempted in terms of section 45A from compliance 
provide . . . with ·the provisions of. this .. section, shall provide 
facilities . .. · all reasonable facilities · on board the vessel to any 
for th~ · officer duly authorized by the Postmaster-General, 
handhng of to enable that officer to . receive and prepare for 
~~~~~. . · dispatch any postal articles which may be brought 

· ·· on board for transmission up to the time of the 
. vessel's departure.". · · · 

· 12. Section '43 of the· principal ACt •· is hereby amended by Am~ndment of 
the substitution for subsection (1) of the following subsection: A~I4~ ~~ 1°158 "(1) The master , of any vessel, except any master . · 

exempted in terms of ·section 45A from compliance with · 
the provisions of this section, arriving at a port within 
.the· Republic shall, as soon as practicable · after arrival, 

. , . , sign in the · presence of the postmaster, port. officer 
or customs officer or some other person. appointed by the 
postmaster .concerned to receive the. same, a declaration 

: in the. form required by the Postmaster-General, of com
pliance with this Act, and shall, not report, break bulk or 
make entry of any part of the cargo · of such vessel in any 

. . port until such ~eclaration has been signed.". 
.( ·, - t· · 

, : 13. The following section is hereby inserted in the principal Inse_rtion of. 
Act after section 45: · . . section 45A m 

, , . , . , ·· · . . · . Act 44 of 1958. 
"Excmp· · · . 45A. The Postmaster-General may exempt . the 
tions. · master: or agent of. any specific vessel · or any vessel 

of a specific . class ot1 category· from compliance with 
any provision of section 36, 37, 38 or 43.". · 

' ' 14. The principal Act is.hereby amended by the substitution Substitution of 
for the headings immediately preceding section 46 of the follow- hea~ings preceding 
ing headings· .. , · · .. , . · . section 46 of 

• · ·· · ·· · Act 44 of 1958 . 

' .. . "CHAPTER IV . 

· 15. Sections 48, 49 and 50 of the.principal Act are hereby Repeal of 
repealed. ' · '· · ' · · · sections 48, 

·49 and 50 of 
, ,. ,. , Act44of1958. 

, 16 .. Se~ti~n 5 t' or' the princip~l Act is h~reby· amended by Amendment of 
the substitution, for subsection (2) .of the following subsection: section 51 o f 
.. . ·· "(2) Any unissued postill order. shall be deemed to be Act 44 of 1958. 

money of the department.". · · · 

·.· 17. The principal Act is hereby amended 'by .the substitution Substitution of 
for the headings immediately preceding section 52 of the follow- hea~ings preceding 
ing headings· · section 52 or 

• Act 44 of 1958. 

"CHAPTER V 

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK AND NATIONAL SAVINGS 
CERTIFICATES". 

18. The following section is hereby substituted for section Substitution of 
.53 of the principal Act: . · · section 53 of 
"L' ·t· t ' 53 (1) D • b d Act 44 of 1958, tmt a I.ons • epos1ts may e accepte - · as a mended by · 
on depostts, (a) from or on. behalf of a natural person or two section s of 

· natural persons jointly; Act 25 of 1970. 
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(b) from a m~tuitl 'aid sbdety or' other society, 
company, association, institution, establish· 
ment, board, committee, club or .fund, whether 
registered or incorporated in . terms of any law 
or not, 'of which the receipts and accruals are 
exempt or may. be exempted from· income tax 
urider the Income Tax Act, 1962 (Act No. 58 
of 1962}, or any other law, and the objects of 
which have or the main object of which has 
been approved by the P?stmaster:General; 

(c) from or on behalf. oL any other category of 
persons determined by the . Minister in con

'· sultation with the Minister · of Finance, and 
which is prescribed by regulation. · 

(2) Deposits • ~hall be accepted .subject to such 
limitations with regard to the maximum amount 
which may be deposited during one financial year 
or the maximum balance which may be maintained 
to the credit of a depositor as may be determined 
by the Minister in consultation with the Minister of 
Finance, and which have been prescribed by 
regulation: Provided that for the purposes of any 
such limitation amounts· of interest that have been 
credited or · are being · credited .·to a depositor, 
whether interest in respect of a balance in an ordinary 
account or. interest in respect . of Savings Bank 
certificates issued to the depositor concerned, shall 
not be taken into account. 

(3) Different limitations may be prescribed under 
subsection (2} in respect of deposits arid balances in 
ordinary accounts and ·Savings Bank certificates 

. and in respect of different categories of depositors. 
. . . 

· ( 4) If a prescribed maximum amount or maximum 
balance referred to in subsection' (2} is at any time 
reduced in terms of that subsection, a balance 
standing to the credit of a depositor at the time of 
such reduction shall not be required to be reduced 

.· by . reason of such reduction: Provided that no 
further amount other than interest shall be credited 

. · to the depositor-concerned so lorig as such reduced 
· ·maximum amount or maximum balance is exceeded 
· in his case. · 

(5) The amount of the first deposit in an ordinary 
·' account shall · be at least one rand or' such 'smaller 

amount as may be prescribed by regulation in 
respect of all depositors or depositors in the category 
to which the depositor in the ordinary account in 
question belongs. . 

(6) An ordinary account shall not be maintained 
if the balance therein does not · amount to at least 
ten cents." • 

. .. . .... ,. 
19. Section 55 of the principal Act _is hereby repealed. 

'• 

. . ! .· 
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Repeal of 
section SS of 
Act 44 of 1958 • 

, · · 20 •. The f~llowing · section . is hereby substituted for section Substitution of 
56 of the principal Act: : ' section 56 of 

. . · Act 44 of 1958, 
"Ordinary · 56. (1} Subject to any limitation prescribed under as 5?bstituted by 
accounts · · · 53 · d" b d b section 4 of · · sectton , an or mary accoun.t may. e opene . y Act 13 of 1974. 

or on behalf of a person mentioned m that section 
on such conditions as the Minister may determine 
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, ~· I 

in consultation· ·with ·the . Minister of Finance · ::ind 
prescribe by regulation. ·· · '· ' · 

(2) The rate at which interest on deposits in an 
· ordinary account shall be paid shall from time to 
. · time be fixed by the Minister in consultation with the 
· , Minister· . of . Finance; and • such interest shall be 

· calculated on daily balances but not on' any fraction 
of a rand. · ' · · ··· 

(3) Interest on .deposits in an ordinary account 
shall be calculated to the end of every financial year, 
·.and shall ' then be added to and. become part of the 
principal amount unless the depositor's account is 
closed at any time before that date,- in which ·case 
interest shall be calculated up to the date on which 
the account is closed.". 

_ .. ,~/ . . . ' 'l i ' 1 - ~ . ' . · ' ·:: ~: J· : • ; , ..... -; _., ~. '~ 

1 '.',! < . : ,· ,· . 

, .• 

. ; 21~ 'The following section is hereby substituted. for secti~n Sub~titution of 
57 of the principal Act: · ' : " · · .· :- section 57 of 
· · , , , , ·. . ·. · · ; , . Act 44 of 1958. 

"RepaYn:'ent 57.; Subject to the provis.ions of section 115, a 
ofdeposJtS. dej:lositor is· entitled tO the repayment to him, in 

· · the · manner prescribed by ···regulation and within 
· ·thirty days after he 'or- a person legally authorized 
· · thereto has. in the manner prescribed by regulation 

,., applied therefor at any" Savings 'Bank' office, of any 
.·c; ,. deposit or 'parr: of any : deposit standing to his 

. credit.". . . . . 
. : ~ . '' ' ~: \ . . : . • , -·.: ·' I ~ . . 

. ·. ' ! ~ ~-.. (: ·. j . • ~ :. :·· -~. . ' 

: 22. The·following section· is hereby substituted for section Sub~titution of 
58 of the principal Act: ~- ' · , ·. > .: . .-; ': • - ' ~~i'~2 ~? 1~fss. 
"Trus~ 58. (1). Subject to any conditions prescribed by 
depostts :' 'regulation.' deposits · and·· investments in National 
fn~~~tme~til '.Savin-gs C~rtificates 'may be'. accepted from a trustee 
in National on behalf of a beneficiary, and from any person in 
Savi!lgs the mime 'of another person. ,· . . 
Certificates. · (2) ·A trustee ·or: any person so ' depositing or 
· ·• · ·: '· " investing money · may, subject to any limitations 

·, ;:; .. , ' prescribed by·rcgi.Jlation; lay ··down conditions with 
regard to the repayment of money so deposited or 
invested, and _such repayment shall be made in 
accordance with such conditions.".'.· 

, . , .... : . ; -.. . _ .'~.: r \ -. 
. 23. Section 67 of the principal Act is hereby repealed. 

··, ·: 

Repeal of 
section 67 of 
Act 44 of 1958, 
as substituted 
by section7 of· .:;' 
Act 13 of 1974. 1 

. 1 •-·' , ;_ ] :·.··· ' 

24. The following section is hereby substituted for section 70 Sub~titution of 
of the principal Act: . ·; ··• · . · · • ·' . : ~;:·~ J? 1~~8: ' ; 

"Transfer 
of deposits 
from or to 
another 
country, 

.· -., . . . 
70. The Postmaster-General may in accordance 

with arrangements made with any postal authority 
for the transfer from or to the Republic of sums of 

, money. 'standing. to the credit of depositors in the 
· Savings· Bank or depositors_ in a · savings bank con

. trolled by that postal: authority• and~'subject to the 
· provisions of section 53 (2) of this Act and of any 

regulation: made ·under section 9 of the Currency 
and Exchanges· Act; 1933 . (Act No. 9 of 1933), 
place any sum . so transferred to the .Savings Bank 
to the credit of a depositor's ordinary account.". 
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. 25. The following section is hereby, substituted for section 72 Sub~titution of 
of the principal Act· . · sect1on 72 or ' . · · Act 44 of 1958, 

· · · · · · ·' · · · ·. · . as substituted 
.. Savings 72. (1) . Subject to the limitations prescribed under by section II of 
~:~~cates. section 53, the Postmaster-General may, on the Act 56 of 1973. 

· application of any person referred to in that section 
· · or of any natural· person, issue to him a single 

Savings Bank certificate to the value_ of fifty rand or 
such higher amount as may be prescribed by 
regulation, or any multiple of fifty rand or such 
higher amount, or . more than: one such certificate, 
against payment, whether by means of transfer from 
the ordinary account of the person concerned, in the 
manner prescribed by regulation, or in cash, of the 

, amount represented by such certificate or certificates. 

· (2) Interest on Savings Bank certificates shall 
be paid at such rate as may from time to time be 

. fixed by the Minister in consultation with the 
Minister of Finance: Provided ·that if the amount 
represented by a Savings Bank certificate or a 
part of such amount in any multiple of fifty rand or, 
if a higher amount as contemplated in subsection 
(1) has. been prescribed, such . higher amount · is 
repaid within six months after the date of issue of 
that certificate, interest on such amount or part 
thereof shall be paid at. the current rate applicable 

. to deposits in ordinary accounts. 

(3) Interest on any Savings :· Bank : certificate 
shall be calculated on daily balances and from the 
date of application for the issue of such certificate, 
and shall be payable at the times and in the manner 
prescribed by regulation. · · · 

(4) No . reduction in the rate. of · interest con.:. 
· templated iri · subsection (2) · shall apply in respect 
.. of any certificate already issued until after the 
expiration of ·a period of three months from the 
date on which· written notice of the reduction was 
given to the holder of the certificate personally, or 
was served at, or transmitted by post to, his last
known address. 

(5) A Savings Bank certificate shall not be 
transferable and shall be evidence only of the holder's 
claim· to· repayment · of the amount specified in. the 
certificate and the interest due thereon.". 

26. Sections 73 up to and including 76 of the principal Act Repeal of 
are hereby repealed. sections 73 up to 

and including 76 or 
Act 44 of 1958. 

27. The following section is hereby inserted in the principal Insertion of 
Act after section 76: . · · . section 76A in 

Act 44 of 1958. 

"Inactive 76A. If a balance· in an ordinary account has 
accounts. remained unchanged for more than seven years, 

except for the accrual of interest, the Postmaster
General may in his discretion transfer the balance 
to revenue: Provided that if the depositor con
cerned or any person legally competent to claim 

, · . the balance on his behalf applies for the repayment 
thereof, or if an amount for deposit in the ordinary· 
account concerned is paid after such transfer, an 
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amount equal.to the balance and the interest which 
would have accrued thereon if:it. had not been so 
transferred shall be retransferred ·from revenue to 

· the credit of the depositor concerned.". 

· 28. Section 77. ofthc principal Act i~ · h~reby repealed. 
• • ' -~ ." I • • • • ' 

Repeal of 
section 77 of 
Act 44 of 1958, 
as substituted 
by section 12 of 
Act 13 of 1974. 

29. Section 77B of the principal Act is hereby amended- Ame
1
ndment off 

sect on 77B o 
(a) · by. the .sub~titution in subsection (1) 'for all the words ~cfn<t;!r~!J~;s, .. 

preceding p'aragraph ·(a) of the following words: section 13 of 
Act 13 of 1974. · 

"Subject to the provlSions of section 77 A, the 
Minister may lll.ake regulations-"; and 

(b) by the insertion in subsection (1) after paragraph (f) 
of the following paragraph: 

"(fA) as to. the ·. purchase of any National Savings 
Certificate by one person in the name of another 

. on particular conditions relating to the repayment 
of the amount represented by such certificate and 
compliance with such condit!ons;"; 

30. The· following section is hereby substituted for section Substitution of 
770 of the principalAct: · · , . . · ~~i~ Jl~~~. 
.. .. 770 R fd ·. . · .d.' as inserted by Repay- • epayments o epos1ts lil or mary accounts section 13 of 
md ents. of .d· in the Savings Bank, except interest that has not been Act 13 of 1974. 

epos1ts an dd d h · · 1 · · d. ts · certificates a e to t e prmc1pa amounts m or mary accoun , 
to be charge· and of the amounts represented by ·Savings Bank 
.up~n Fund: certificates, and of National Savings and Union Loan 
' · · ·: · ·, certificates at their prices of issue, shall be an annual 

: f: 

charge upon the Fund and· the provisions of this 
· · section shall be deemed to be an appropriation of the 
·moneys required for such repayments.". 

31. The following section is hereby"inserted in the principal Ins~rtion of. 
Act after section 770 · · · · ·· · section 77E m 

• · : · · · · ' ·. : Act 44 of 1958. 

':Regula- . .77E. The Minister may make regulations relating 
tlo~s as .to to- · · · 
Savmgs · .;" : . . _ 
Bank. (a) aily matter which by this Act is required or 

permitted to be prescribed by regulation as 
regards the Savings Bank; 

(b) the procidure to .be. followed· and the require-
. ments to beobserved in the opening or closing 
of accounts and the making and repayment of · 
deposits, and relating to the forms to be used 

:in connection there~i~h; . 

(c) the .number of accounts' any depositor may 
normally'or in specific circumstances maintain; 

. ' ' ' j • < I ' ~· • , . • • 

: (d) the . accounts which may be opened and the 
deposits which may: be made by one person 
in the name of another on particular conditions 
relating to the withdrawal of deposits, and 
compliance with such conditions; 

: ) ~ : 
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.. ; 

(e) the accounts which may be opened and main-
tained by two persons jointly; · . . 

(f) the replacement of deposit books and Savings 
Bank certificates which .have been lost, des

. troyed or damaged, and . the fees payable in 
·respect of any such replacement; and 

(g) generally, any other matter in respect of which 
. he deems it necessary or expedtent to make 
regulations in order that the objects of this Act 
relating to the Savings Bank may be better 
achieved.". · 

32. The principal Act is hereby amended by the substitution Subs!itution of . 
for .. t~e headi~gs · immediately preceding. section· 78 of the ~:1~~g~j~din& 
followmg headmgs: Act 44 of 1958 • 

. "CHAPTER VI . 
: .J . ·• , ; 

· TELECOMMUNICATIONS'~. 

33; 'The following. sectiorlis hereby substituted for section Sub~titution of 
78 of the principal Act: · · · · section 78 of 

"Post· 
master-· 
General 
to have 
exclusive . 
privilege in 
respect of 
telecommu· 
nications. 

. . . . . Act 44 of 1958. 
· . 78. (1) Subject to the provisions of any other Act 
of Parliament; the Postmaster-General shall have 
the exclusive privilege of constructing, maintaining 
or using, or of authorizing any.person to construct, 
maintain or use, any telecommunications line not 
confined to a single piece of land, or to pieces of land 
which are contiguous to each other and owned by 

· the same person, for the sending, conveying, trans
mitting or receiving of sounds, images, signs, signals, 
communications or other information, and of trans
mitting telegrams over any such telecommunications 

· .. line within the Republic or the territorial waters 
· thereof, and of performing all the incidental services 
of receiving, collecting or delivering telegrams. 

(lA) The . Postmaster-General may, on such 
conditions as ·are prescribed generally or on the 
conditions which he may specially prescribe in any 
case- . , . . . 

. (a) . against payment of the prescribed rental or 
any rental. which he may prescribe specially in 
any case, )ease any telecommunications line 
referred to in subsection (1) to any person for 
use by him, or by any other person, in the 

, manner and for the purposes determined by 
. . . • the Postmaster-General; · . . 

. (b) against payment of the prescribed licence fee, 
issue to any person a licence . to construct, 
maintain or so to use any such telecommuni
cations line, or to permit any other person so 

, to use it. . . 
(lB) (a) (i) The Postmaster-General shall not 

. under subsection . (lA) authorize the use 
of a telecommunications line for the 
transmission of images or other visible 
signs, with or without attendant sotinds, 

· ·except with the approval of the Minister 
of National Education granted after con
sultation with the South African Broad-
casting Corporation. · · 

(H) The provisions of subparagraph (i) shall 
not apply where the said Broadcasting 
Corporation has been 'authorized to use a 
telecommunications line, or in any case in 
which the images or signs, in the opinion 
of the · Postmaster-General, fall within a 

· Class of images or signs, the transmission 
of which is the function of the department. 
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· (b) -_Where: the authority of the Postmaster-General 
for - the use of a telecommunications line is 
subject to the approval of the Minister of 
National Education, · the said Minister may 

' ' 

grant . his ·approval subject- to such conditions 
relating to the-said use, and fix such fees in 
respect thereof, as he may deem fit; and direct 
that such fees shall be disposed of in the manner 
determined by him. ' . 

(1 C) Different rentals or fees may be prescribed 
or fixed under subsections (lA) and (lB) in respect 

: . · 'of different categories of telecommunications lines 
-· or different systems of telecommunications lines. 

(2) No person shall use any telecommunications 
line for the purpose of transmitting or delivering 
telegrams or telephonic communications for the 
public, except under the authority of the Postmaster
General and on such terms and conditions as he 
may prescribe, and the department shall have the 
right by means of its officers of inspecting all offices 
which are authorized to accept, transmit or deliver 
public telegrams or telephonic communications. . _ 

(3) This section shall not apply in respect of. a 
_ telecommunications line which· conforms 'to the 

requirements prescribed by regulation and which is 
used exclusively for the conveyance of transmissions, 

·. in any broadcasting service, which are received by 
· · means of radio, to a receiving apparatus which 

·' reproduces such tran.smi~sions.". · --
, ·, 

~ ·34. Section 89 of the p~incipal Act is hereby -amended by the Amendment of 
substitution for subsection (1) of. th.e following subsection: section 89 of 
· · . ~'(l) Telegrams and telephonic communications shall Act 44 of 1958 • 

. be sent for all persons alike, without favour or preference, 
and shall as far a~ practicable be transinitted in the order 
in which they are received, but telegrams and telephonic 
communications relating to the_ preservation of the peace 

. of the Republic or of the adjacent territories or the arrest of 
. . . criminals or the discovery _ or prevention· of. crime or any 
·-. -other matter connected with the administration of justice 

and, when so required, telegrams and telephonic com
: . munications on the public service, shall have precedence 

. over all other -telegrams and telephonic communications: 
Provided that nothing in this section contained shall be 
. held to prevent precedence being given to any class of tele
grams· utider such conditions and upon . payment of such 
special rates of charge as may be prescribed: And provided 
further that no person shall : be permitted to occupy a 

·telecommunications line in such a manner as unreasonably 
. to impede the speedy transmission of other telegrams and 

telephonic communications." . 

. ·~ 3s. The princip~l Act is hereby amended by the substitution Substitution of 
for the. headings imniediately. preceding section 91 of the hea~ing.'l preceding 
following headings· section 91 of 

' Act 44 of 1958. 
' ' 

"CHAPTER VII · · 

;• , I 

. , ·OFFENCES AND PENALTIES" • 

36. Section 91 of the principal Act i~ h~reby 'amended by Amen~ment or 
the substitution for paragraph (a) of the following paragraph: section 91 of 

. "(a) . makes, alters, imitates or imports or assists in making, Act 44 of 1958. 
· altering; imitating or importing any postage stamp, 

date · stamp, card, envelope, wrapper; cover . or any 
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money order, . postal order or Savings Bank . warrant 
or any other warrant or order for the payment .. of 

·· • money through the department or acknowledgment ·of 
deposit or any.form or paper similarto that used or , 
made under the authority or for the purposes_ of this 
.Act or by any postal authority, or uses; issues, offers, 
exposes for sale, sells, deals in, . sends by post or dis
poses of or has in his custody or possession any such 
stamp,· date stamp, card, envelope, wrapper, cover, 
money order, postal order, Savings Bank warrant or 

· any other warrant or order, acknowledgment of deposit, 
form or paper, knowing it to have been made or altered 
or to be an imitation contrary_to this section;". · 

. ' . ..; " •' ' .. 

.. ·. •'. 

·-37~-The following sectionis hereby substituted for section 95 Su~titution of 
of the principal Act: • · ' · · · · · ·-· · -· · · ' · . sect1on 95 of 

. , _, .. .· . . . · · , : . . Act 44 of 1958. 
"Plac!ng of . . 95 • . (1) Any person who- . _ · _ ·· 
~~rg~~~s. (a) sends i!l or with any postal article: or' puts into 
filthy, · · · or agamst any post -office any fire, match or 
noxiou~ or light or · any explosive, dangerous, filthy, 
deletenous noxious or deleterious matter · or thing or any 
in or· 
againshny' . matter or ·thing·which i~ likely to injure any 

. post office, · ~· post office; person or ma1l; 
and thef~ of (b) steals any ·mail or steals from any·· mail ·or 
0~tsht<?PtP'ntg · · 'post office or from the ·possession or custody of 
WI men ffi fi · b. 1 to rob any any o cer or or any purpose em ezz es or 
mail or fraudulently secretes o0r destroys any · postal 
po~tal article or any of the contents thereof; _ 
article. · (c) receives any such mail or postal article ·or any 

of the contents thereof knowing the -same to 
have been stolen, embezzled . or fraudulently 

: secreted or to have been sent or intended to 
· · _be sent by post; or : . . · . . -. 
. (d) . stops any mail with intent to rob or search that 

mail," ··· · ' . · · · . - · · 
· shall be .guilty of an offence~ and liable on con,; 

viction to a fine not exceeding five thousand· rand . 
or imprisonment for a period riot exceeding· seven· 

·years or to both such fine atid 'such imprisonment: 
Provided that the Postmaster-General may subject 
to special precautions to be set forth in regulations, 

· exempt froni the provisions of this section noxious or · 
deleterious m:atter sent · in ·the interest of public 
health. · . · · · 
. (2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary 

contained in any law, . the · Postmaster-General may 
cause any article referred to in . subsection {1) {a) 
or any postal article of which he suspects that it 

. contains such an article, to be removed at any time 
by a police official or any person designated by a 
police official or to be handed over for examination 
to a police official or such other person, and a · 

_ ., police official may. destroy or. render harmless or 
cause to be destroyed or. rendered . harmless any 
such article or . postal article which he considers 
to be dangerous, or may otherwise dispose thereof." • 

.• 38. The following section 'is hereby substituted for section 96 Su~titutioil of 
of the principal Act: · · · sect1on 96 of 

. . . . , . . , . ·• . . Act 44 of 1958. 
''Irte~lar · . 96. 'Ariy officer who otherWise than in pursuance 
opemng of ·or his duty opens or tampers with or wilfully 
~{~r:,1r~; destroys, makes away with or secretes or suffers 
irregular to be opened or tampered with, destroyed, made 
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des~ction, away. with or secreted any mail or postal article, 
secre~Jon or and any person who opens or tampers with or 
~~:18 of · · wilfully destroys, makes away with or secretes any 
articles. " mail,. shall be guilty of an offence and liable on 

· . conviction to · a fine not exceeding five thousand 
rand or imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
seven years or to both such fine and such imprison· 
ment.". 

. . . 

No. 5222 51 
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39. Section 100 of the principal Act is hereby amended by Am~ndment of 
the substitution for subsection (l) of the following subsection: ~e;:~: ~?/95~ . 

• •: ' ' .' j • • ; I 

"(1) Any person, not being an officer, who without the 
_ ·express permission of the. Postmaster:-General or of an 

officer having authority · to give permission, enters any 
part of a post office in which is carried on any of the 

.. operations in respect of which an oath of secrecy is required 
to be taken·by officers,' or whilstin any post office wilfully 

. obstructs . the· course of business of the department or . 

. behaves in a disorderly manner or fails to comply with 
.. · any regulation issued to ·secure the comfort and convenience 

of the public or the safety of the premises, or who wilfully 
obstructs, hinders or. delays any officer in the execution of 

.. • his duty, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on convic
tion to a fine not exceeding one hundred rand or imprison
ment for a period not exceeding six months or to both such 
fine and such imprisonment.". 

-:'\ ; , 
. ~ ,. . r , ' 

40. The following section is hereby ~u bstituted for section 101 Sub~titutio~ of 
of the principal Act:. : · .. · ·· · : ;: . . section 101 of 

· Act 44 of 19.58, 

"Fraudulent 101. Any person who with fraudulent . intent-
~=~nts . (a) issues, re-issues, utters or presents to any other 
or person or · at any post office any money order, 

. presentation · postal order, Savings Bank warrant or other 
or sending warrant, order or document for the transfer, · 
~fc';W;;~~- payment or deposit of money through or with 

.- ' ·-.. 

. the department; . 
· (b) transmits through the post .or otherwise any 

letter, telegram or other .communication or 
. message concerning any money order, postal 

·;· ·order, Savings Bank warrant or other warrant, 
. order or document for the transfer, payment 

or deposit of money through or with the depart-
ment·· · · 

(c). forge~ 'or, .knowing it 'to be forged, utters any 
delivery slip or other document issued by the 

· · dep'artment as proof of the receipt of a postal 
article, -
. . 

· shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction 
to a fine · not exceeding five thousand rand or im
prisonment for a period not exceeding seven years 
or to both such fine and such imprisonment, and in 
any proceedings in respect of any offence under this 

.· section the burden of proving an absence of fraudl\~ 
lent intent shall lie on the accused.". 

. , ' 

41. The following section is hereby substituted for section 105 Substitution of 
of the principal Act: , . . , · . , · . section 1 OS of 

· . . . . . . Act 44 of 1958. 
"Divulging · 105. Any officer who, not being a witness in a 
cto

1
ntents of court of law, without the consent of the sender or 

e egrams or dd · h • h · telephonic . a ressee or receiver, or ot erwtse t an Ill pursuance 
commu- of his duties- · 
nications. 
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(a) opens or tampers with or divulges the contents 
or substance of any telegram, or discloses its 

. existence otherwise than by delivering it or 
· . giving a copy thereof to: the person to. whom 

he . is authorized to deliver. it or to give such 
copy, or who maliciously or wilfully mis
delivers, mistimes,. secretes, intercepts, destroys, 
makes away with, alters or omits to transmit 
or deliver or prevents or delays the delivery or 
transmission of any telegram or makes use for 

·his own· purposes of any knowledge he may 
acquire of the contents thereof; 

(b) divulges the existence, contents or ·substance 
of any telephonic communication or maliciously 
or wilfuUy intercepts a telephonic communica
tion or prevents or delays the transmission 
thereof or makes use for his own purposes of . 
any knowledge' he· may acquire of the contents · 
thereof, · 

shaH be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction 
to a fine not exceeding five hundred rand or impri
sonment for a period not exceeding twelve months or 
to both such fine and such imprisonment.". 

1 . 4'.! • 

42. The following section is hereby substituted for section 110 Sub~titution of 
of the principal Act· section 110 of . 

• Act 44 of 1958 • 

. "Penalty for itO. Any person who . contravenes or fails ., to 
off~nces for comply with any provision of this Act for which no 

· :~~~no special or other penalty is provided, shall be guilty 
penalty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not 
provided. · exceeding three hundred rand or imprisonment for a 

period not exceeding six months or to both such fine 
and such imprisonment.". 

43. The following section is hereby substituted for section Sub~titution of 
111 of the principalAct: . . sect10n 111 of 

"Post
master
General 
may settle 
certain 
cases. 

. : · · · · Act 44 of 1958. 

111. Where any person admits to the Postmaster
General that he has committed an offence against 
this Act, except an offence under section 95, 96 or 

. 101, the Postmaster-General may, with the consent 
in writing of that person, determine Jhe matter, and 
may without any legal proceedings require that 
person to pay any penalty he may deem proper, 
and if such penalty is not paid, proceedings may 
be instituted against the person concerned for 
the. offence in question as . if no penalty had been 

. assessed by the Postmaster-General.". · 

44. Section 112 of the principal Act is hereby amended by Amendment of 
the substitution for aU the words preceding paragraph (a) of section 112 of 
the following words: · Act 44 of 1958 • 

. , · "In any information or complaint as to or any prosecu
tion for any crime or any offence committed in respect of 
the department or of any mail, telegram or telecommunica
tions line or any property, moneys, money order, postal 
order or other document authorized to be used for the pur
pose of remitting, paying or depositing money through or 
with the department, or with respect to atiy act, deed, mat-
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ter or thing which has been done· or committed with any 
malicious, injurious or fraudulent intent relating to or con
cerning the department . or any such. mail, telegram,. tele-

. communications line, property, moneys, money order, 
· postal order or other document, it shall be sufficient-" • 

. 45. The principal Act is hereby amended by the substitution Subs!itution of. 
for the headings immediately preceding section 115 of the hea<;hngs precedmg 

• • scct1on 115 of 
followmg headmgs: Act 44 of 1958. 

"CHAPTER VIII : , .. 

MISCELLANEOUS" • 

. 46. Se~tion 115bis. of the .principal Act is hereby amended A~ndment .of 
by the substitution for subsection (1) of the following subsection: section 115bJs of 

"(1) Th p G 1 Act 44 of 1958, . e ostmaster- enera may- as inserted by 
. · . · . section 9 of 

. (a) tf any unauthonzed person by fraudulent means Act so of 1965. 
obtains payment of any deposit, in his discretion make · 
good the loss sustained by . the depositor or any 
portion thereof; · 

(b) in his discretion and subject to any requirements and 
limitations that are prescribed, pay compensation for 

.. · . the loss of or damage to any postal article or the con
tents thereof whether conveyed by the department or 
by any mail carrier.".· . · 

47. Th~ following ' section is he~eby substituted for section Substitution of 
116 of the principal Act: . section 116 of 

· Act 44 of 1958. 
"Docu- 116. Money orders, postal orders and any other 
ments.b d documents authorized to be used ·for the purpose 
prescrt ef . . . h h th d to be exempt o remtttmg money t roug e epartment, 
from all , arid Savings Bank warrants and other orders for the 
duties. payment of money, acknowledgements of the receipt 

of money and all other documents prescribed, pro
vided for or required under this Act, shall be exempt 
from all fees or duties except such as are chargeable 
under this Act.". · · 

48. Section 117 ofthe principal Act is hereby repealed. · . . 

. . 

Repeal of 
section 117 of 
Act 44 of 1958, 
as substituted 
by section 14 of 
Act 13 of 1974 • 

49. The following sections are hereby inserted in the principal Inse.rtion of 
Act after section 119: . . · sections q9A 

"Regu- · 
lations as 
to financial, 
postal, tele
communi
cations, 
money 
transfer 
and other 
matters. 

· and 119B m 

119A (1) Th M
• . .. ·k . 

1 
• Act 44 of 1958. , e mJster may rna e regu atlons-

(a) prescribing matters additional to matters re
ferred to in sections 77B and 77E which shall or 
may be prescribed by regulation under this Act; 

(b) conferring . upon ·and assigning to the Post
master-General as accounting officer of the 
department, powers, duties and responsibilities 
additional to the powers, duties and responsi
bilities . conferred upon or assigned to the 
Postmaster-General by this Act; 

(c) providing for the designation of an officer as 
departmental accountant and prescribing . his 
duties and responsibilities as such; 
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(d) prescribing a system which shall be observed 
in regard to the collection, receipt, banking, 
custody, disbursement, disposal and control of, 
accounting for, and supervision over moneys of 
the department . and the accounts -kept in 
connection therewith; 

; (e) providing for the control over and stocktaking 
of securities, stamps, face value forms and 
other · stocks of. the department representing
money, and for the control over and stock
taking of all other stores, equipment · and 
movable property of the department; 

(f) providing for the introduction of. a registered 
post service, insured post service, certified mail 
service, cash on . delivery service, express 
delivery service, private post bag service or any 
other postal service, and the classification of 

·postal articles, the registration of newspapers 
qualifying for transmission at a special rate, the 

. redirection of mail and the treatment of un
delivered mail; and which prescribe conditions 
relating to such service, registration of news
papers, redirection. of mail or treatment of 
undelivered mail; 

(g) providing for the introduction of a telephone 
service,. telegraph service, telex service, data 
service, private line service or any other tele
communications service or the provision of 

· subsidiary services or additional facilities sup
plementary to any of such services, and pre
scribing -conditions relating to ·such services 
or subsidiary services or additional facilities; 

(h) providing for the issue and payment · of postal 
orders, money orders and other instruments 
for the transfer of money, and which prescribe 
conditions relating to such issue and payment 
and other matters concerning the said postal 
orders, money orders or other instruments; 

(i) providing in general for the administration of 
the provisions or the achievement of the objects 
of this Act. · 

· (2) The Minister may, if in his opinion circum
stances warrant it, provide that a regulation made 
under paragraph (b), (c) (d) or (e) of subsection (1) 
need not be complied with or need not be complied 
with to the extent determined by him. · 

' ' 

Instructions · l19B. The Postmaster-General may from time to. 

Pby tm t time issue instructions which shall not be inconsistent 
os as er- • h h . . fth' A . d General. . w~t t e proVISions o 1s ct. 10 regar to-

(a) any matter mentioned in section 2B, 77B. 77E 
or 119A; 

(b) the operation or administration of any service 
or activity which the department may perform 
or undertake in terms of this Act;· 

(c) the administration in general of the provisions 
of this Act and the achievement of the objects 
thereof .... · 

No. 5222 57 

Act No.l13, 1976 . 

SO. A reference in the principal Act to "telegraph line", Substitution of 
"telegraph lines, and ."'telegraphic purposes'', shall be con- -.yo~s.:'telegraph 

d · fi · t •• 1 · ti' lin , " l hoe , telegraph strue as a re erence o te ecommuruca ons · e , - te e· lines" and "tele-
communications lines, and "telecommunications purposes•-, graphic purposes•• 
resp~ctively. · · in Act44of1958. 
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51. The following Schedule is hereby substituted 'for the Substitution of 
First Schedule to the principal Act: ~A~~~~~19ss. 

"First Schedule 

OATH TO BE TAKEN BY OFFICERS. 

I (name in full) .................................... ; ... - .............................................. : ................... : 
do solemnlY swear faithfully in my position as a post office 
employee to be honest, trustworthy and fair without respect 
of persons according to· the law and to the . best of. my 
knowledge, that I will not ·contrary to the law or to my 
duty communicate or divulge the contents of any letter, 
telegram or official paper of any description or any in
formation regarding any telephone conversation or .·re· 
garding the transactions of a depositor in the Post Office 
Savings Bank or the holder of National Savings Certificates, 
nor open or detain or cause or suffer to be opened or 
detained any letter or other postal article or any telegram 
nor on any account whatever destroy or make away with 
any letter, telegram or official paper entrusted to my care, 
that I will be obedient to my official superiors· and that I 
will give account of any responsibility entrusted to me 
whene~er and wherever such may be required of me. 

SO HELP ME GOD. 

Signature . ..:-................... : .. ~ ........... : ...... ~ ........ .. 

Sworn before me at.. .................................................................................................. .. 
in the District of ........................................................................................................... . 
on the .................................... ~ ........... day of ............................................... l9 ............ ••. 

52. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2), the Post Repeal o~1~ws 
Office Re-adjustment Act, 1968 (Act No. 67 of 1968), is hereby and ~r~nstttonal 
repealed. proVIsions. 

(2) The Post Office Fund established, investments of moneys 
made by the department, agreements concluded in respect of 
compensation for services ·rendered by the department to 
other State departments or rendered by other State depart
ments to the department, and loans made by. the department 
under the Post Office Re-adjustment Act, 1968, and instructions 
deemed under that Act to have been issued, which were of force 
immediately prior to the commencement of this Act, shall be 
deemed to have been established, concluded, made or issued, 
as the case may be, under the principal Act as amended by this 
Act. 

(3) Rates, fees and charges or a reduction of or exemption 
from rates, fees and charges determined or purporting to have 
been determined in terms of regulations made under the principal 
Act as it existed before its amendment by this Act, and which 
were of force or purported to be of force immediately prior to 
the commencement of this Act, shall be deemed to have been 
determined under paragraph (e) of section 2B (1) of the principal 
Act as amended by this Act. 

(4) Agreements concluded, arrangements made or interest 
rates determined under any provision of the principal Act 
repealed by this Act and which were of force immediately prior -
to the commencement of this Act, shall be deemed to have been 
concluded, made or determined, as the case may be, under the 
corresponding provision of the principal Act, as amended by 
this Act, and any other action taken under any provision so 
repealed and which was so of force and which could be taken 
under a provision of the principal Act as amended by this Act, 
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shall be deemed to have been. taken under the last-mentioned 
provision. . 

(5) The application to the Department of Posts and Tele
communications of provisions of the Exchequer and Audit 

· Act, 1956 (Act No. 23 of 1956), which are of force in terms of 
section 52 (4) of the Exchequer and Audit Act, 1975 (Act 
No. 66 of 1975), in so far as they apply to the said Department, 
is hereby terminated, and any account established or opened 
or any other action taken under any such provision and which 
was of force immediately prior to the commencement of this 
Act, shall be deemed to have been established, opened or taken, 
as the case may be, under the corresponding provision of the 
principal Act as amended by this Act. 

No. 5222 61 

i\ct~o.113,1976 

53. Section 18 of the Post Office Service Act, 1974, is hereby Am~ndment of 
amend~d by the. substitution for subsection. (l) of the following A~:·~6 ~? {'/14• 
subsectiOn: 

"(1) An . officer who contravenes any. provision of 
an instruction referred to in section 2 or 119B of the 
Post Office Act, 1958 (Act No. 44 of 1958), or of a regu
lation referred to in section 71B, 77E or 119A of that 
Act~ or fails to comply with any such provision with which 
it is his duty to comply, shall be guilty of a service irregu· 
larity.". 

54. (I) This Act shall be called the Post Office Amendment Short title 
Act, 1976, and shall come into operation on a date to be fixed and . t 
by the State President by proclamation in the Gazette. commencemen • 

(2) Different dates may in terms of subsection (1) be fixed 
in respect of different provisions of this Act. · . . . 




