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NATIONAL BUILDING REGULATIONS AND BUILDING 
STANDARDS ACT, 1977. 

ACT. 
To provide for the promotion of uniformity in the law relating · 

.to .the erection of buUdings in the'areas of jurisdiction of 
local authorities; ·for the prescribing of building stan-
dards; and f~r matters connected therewith. · 

(English text signed by the State President.) 
(Assented to 22 June 1977.) 

' ·BE IT ENACfED by the State President, the Sehate and the 
House of Assembly of· the Republic of South Africa, as 

follows:-

1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise indicates-
. (i) "application" . means an application 'refemid' to in. -

section 4 (2); (i) . · · · -' · · · 
(ii) ·"architect" means an architect as defined in section 1 of 

the Architects' Act, 1970 (Act No. 35 of 1970); (ii) 
(iii) "building" includes- . 

(a) any other structure, whether of a temporary or 
pennanent nature and irrespective of the materials 
used in the erection thereof, erected or used for or . 
in connection with- · 

(i) the accommodation or convenience of human 
beings or animals; . ·· · 

(ii) . the manufacture, processing, storage or sale of 
. ~; ·anygoods; · · 
(iii) . the rendering of any service; 
(iv) the destruction or treatment of refuse or other · 

. waste materials; · 
· · (v) the · cultivation ·or growing of any plant · or 

crop; , 
(b) any wall, swimming bath, swimming pool, reser

voir or bridge or any other structure . connected 
therewith; 

(c) any fuel pump . or any tank used in connection 
therewith; · ' . . 

(d) any .Part of a building, including a building as 
defined in paragraph (a), (b) or (c); (vii) · 

(iv) "building control officer" means any person appointed 
.. . or deemed to tie appainted 'as building control officer by . 

a local authority in terms of section 5; (iii) · · -
: (v) "bureau" means the bureau as defined in section 1 of 

the Standards Act; (iv) . 
(vi) "code of practice" means code of practice as defined in 

section· I of the Standards Act; (xv) . 
(vii) "compUlsory· standard specification" means a compul

. sory standard specification as defined_in section 1 <lf the_ 
. . S4Utdards Act; (xxi) · . ; · .·. .· · . . 

(viii) "council'~ means the council as defined in section 1 of. 
the Standards Act; (xvii) · · · " 

(ix) · "directive" means a directive. made in terms of. section · 
17 ( 4); '(xxii) : · · · · · · · ·_- ~- · 
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(x) "erection", in relation to a building, includes the 
· alteration, conversion, extension, rebuilding, re-erection, 

repair or subdivision of or addition to any building, and 
''erect" shall have a corresponding meaning; (xiii) 

(xi) "land surveyor" means a !arid surveyor as defined in 
section 49 of the Land Survey Act, 1927 (Act No. 9 of 
1927); (x) 

(xii) "local authority" means-
( a) any institution, council or body contemplated in 

section 84 (1) (f) of the Republic of South Africa 
Constitution Act, 1961 (Act No. 32 of 1961); 

(b) in relation to the Territory-:-
(i) any town council constituted or deemed to 

have been constituted in terms of the provi
sions of the Municipal Ordinance, 1963 
(Ordinance No. 13 of 1963), of the Territory; 

(ii) any village management board constituted or 
. deemed to have been constituted in terms of 

the,· provisions . of. the Village, Management 
Boards Ordinance, 1963 (Ordinance No.)4 of 

. 1963), ofthe Territory; : · 
(c) any statutory body designated by the: Minister, after 

consultation with the Administrator of the province 
in question or the Territory, as the case may be, by 
notice in the . Gazette as a local authority for the 
purposes of this Act or any provision thereof; (xiv) 

(xiii) "Minister" means .the Minister .of Economic Affairs; 
(xi) . . . .. . 

(xiv) "national building regulations" means the national · 
building regulations made in terms of section 17; (xii) 

(xv) "owner", in relation to a building or land, means the 
person in whose name the land on which such building 
was or is erected or such land, as the case may be, is 
registered· in the deeds office in question: Provided that 
if- ' ' 

• I • -

(a) such person, ' in the case of a ' natural person, is 
deceased .or was :declared · by· any court to · be 
incapable of managing his own affairs or a prodigal 
'or is a patient as defined in section 1 of the Mental 
Health Act,· 1973 (Act.No. l8 of 1973), or if his 

·. . . . estate has been sequestrated, the.executor or curator 
., . ·concerned, as the case may be; · . · 

''(bJ such person, in .the case of a juristic person, has 
been liquidated or placed under judicial manage
ment, the liquidator or judicial manager concerned, 
as the case may be; . . . . · . 

(c) such person is absentfrom the Republic, including 
.. the Territory, · or ifhis whereabouts ~ are unknown, 
' ·· · , any person who, as agent or otherwise, undertakes 

the management,. maintenance or collection of 
rentals or other moneys in respect of such building 
or land or, who is responsible therefor; . 

(d) the local authority in question· is unable to deter
mine.the identity of such person, any person who is 

. entitled to the benefit ofthe use of such building or 
land or who erijoys such, benefit, . , · · 

shall be deemed to be the owner of such building or 
land; (v) . · ·., · · . · .· , · 

(xvi) "professional engineer" . means a professional engineer 
.. as. defined in section 1 of. the Professional Engineers' 

. . Act, 1968 (Act No. 81 ofJ968); (xvi) . 
· (xvii) "regulations"· means the ' regulations made in terms of 

section 20; (xviii) · · · ._ . . · 
(xviii) ':review board'' means · the 'review board. referred to in 

, . ·.. section 9; (viii) · · ~ · . ,• · · -· • · · · · 
' (xix) "standard specification .. means a standard specification 
· · '·as defined in section 1 of the-Standards Act; (xix) · 
(xx) "St~ndards Act" m~ans)he Stimdards Act, 1962 (Act 

· :No. 33 of 1962); (xxiii) ·· · . • . . · · 
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(xxi) "statutory body" means any board, fund, institution, 
company,· corporation or other organization established 

. . or constituted.by or under any law; (xx) ... 
(xxii) "Territory~' means the territory of South West Africa; 

(vi) . . . 
(xxiii) "this Act'.'. includes the national . building regulations 

· made and directives issued in terms of it (ix) 

2. (l)Sub]ect to- the ·provisions of any notice.pllblished in terms 
of subsection (2), the provisions of this Act shall apply in the area 
of jurisdiction of any local authority. . ·. . . · · . . 

(2) (a) The Minister may, on such conditions as he may think fit 
and after consultation with the council and the Adminis-

. trator of. the province in question or the Territory, as the· 
. . . case may be, by notice in the Gazette exempt the ar~a of 

:. jurisdiction, or. any part thereof, of any local authority 
from the application of any of or. all . the national 
building regulations. . . . . 

·(b) Different ·notices may . in . terms of paragraph. (a) be 
published in respect of . different local authorities or 

. different categories of local authorities. . . . · 
(3) Subject to the provisions of subsection ( 4) this Act shall not 

bind the State. . . .· · . · 
(4) In respect ·of any building to be erected by or on behalf of 

the State, such plans, specifications and -certificate as may be 
prescribed·. by national J:milding regulation, shall · before the 
commencc;ment of such erection be lodged with the local authority 
in question for its information and comment: Provided. that the 
Minister may-:-;- . . . . .. . · · · 

(a) . if he, with. the concurrence of the Prime· Minister, the 
Minister · of . Defence, the. Minister · of Police and ·• the 
Minister o( Pii.sons, is ·· satisfied that the erection or 
prop<?sed ~iectionof any building by, or on behalf of the 
State is in the interest of or connected with the security 

· of the Republic, exempt such erecti_on · or ·proposed 
erection; . . , . , 

(b) ·by- virtue of economic considerations, . necessity or 
expediency, exempt the State, either generally or in any 
particular case, · . . · . . .. · · · . · 

after notice in writing to the local ~uthority in question, from the 
provisions_ of this subsection. 

3, Any perSon who pr~pared any plan,. specification, document 
or diagram submitted in terms. of this Act shall affix his name and 
address . and, in . the . case . of; . an · architect, land surveyor or 
professional engineer required under any Ia~ to be registered as 
such, also his profession and registration number, if any, to such 
plan, specification, document or diagram. ..- . . · , . · . · 

4. (1) No person. shail without the prior approval in writing of 
. the local authority in question, erect any building in respect. of 
. which plans and specifications -are to be drawn. and submitted in 
terms of this Act . · . . · · . . . . 

(2) Any application for approval referred to in subsection (1) 
shall be in writing on a form made . available for that purpose by 
the local authority in question. . . . . . _ . 

(3) Any application referred to in ~ubsection (2) shall""'7'" 
(a) contain the name and address of the applicant and, if the 

applicant is not ,the owner of th~ ; la.nd on , which the 
building in question is to be erected,..of me owner of 
such land; , . .. .. ... . · . . . 

(bi be accomp.anied by such -plans, .. specifications, docu
ments and information as may be required by or under 
this Act, ·and by such Particulars as may be. required by 
the local authority in question for the carrying out of the 
objects and purposes of this Act. , · : · 

( 4) Any person erecting any building in . contravention of the 
provisions . of subsection ( 1) shall be guilty of an offence and 
liable on <;onviction to a fine not expeeding RlOO foreach .day on . 
which he was engaged in so erecting such building. 
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· 5; (1). Subject to the provisions of subsection (3) a local 
authority shall appoint a person as building control officer in order 
to exercise ,and perfonn the powers, duties or activities granted or 
assigned to a building control officer by or under this Act. 
· (2) Any person not having the qualifications prescribed by 
national building regulation in respect of a .building control officer 
shall . not · without . the approval in writing . of . the Minister. be 
appointed as building control officer in tenns .of subsection (1) . . 

(3) Subsection (I) shall also be construed so as to enable._;_ 
· (a) ·. twa · or more than two local authorities to· appoint, on 

·· · ·· ·such conditions a5 they may agree to·, one person as 
building control officer for all such local authorities; 

:(b) · a local authority from time' to time tO appOi!Jt a person 
. .. · " teniporarily :as building control officer; ·.: · 
·: ·· .·(cf a local authority, with the approval in writing of any 

other local authority and on such conditions as they may 
·. agree to,- to make use· of the serviCes: of· any person . 

· - · · ' ·· ··appointed as building ~ontrol officer by. such other l~al 
. · authority. · ' · · · · · · · 
. . (4) Ariy'p~~~~ ~tio-: . :· . ·' .. :. .. 

, (a) :: immediately before the date o( commencement of this 
. , ; . .. . Act .was employed by . a local authority .. in ordec to 
· · · ' . · perfonn as controlling officer a'ny activities" substantially 

. , : the same as the activities referred to in section 6 (1); and · 
. , ... (b) _ on s~ch date is stil.J so employed, .. : · ... .. : ·; .· 'i : 
shall be deemed to have been appointed in terms of this sectton as 
b~ild~g contr<?l officer by such _local au~9rity.. - ; . · · · · · 

6." (I) A building ' co~troi'officetshall'77 : . . . 
.. (a) . make recommenqation.s . to the. local authority in ques

tion, regarding any plans, specifications, documents and 
infonnation submitted to such local _authority in accor-

. .dance with section 4 (3); .. · ... .. : . . . 
(b) ensure .that any instrucfion given in .terms of this Act ~y 

. the local authority in question be carried out; 
(c) inspect the erection of a building, and any activities or . 

·. · .: · . matters c"onnected therewith, in respect of which appro-· 
.. · val referred to in section 4 (l) was granted;· 

.... (d) report 'to .· the local · authority in question, regarding 
. ·. non-compliance with any condition on which . approval 

: ·: ~· referred to in section 4 (I) .was granted. . , 

(2) . When a fire protection plan is requir~d in terms. 'of this Act .. 
by the local authority, the .building control officer concerned shall 

. incorporate in his recommendations referred to in subsection (I) 
(a) a report of the person. designated as the chief. fire officer by 
such local authority, and if such buildin'g -control officer has also 
been designated , as the chief. fire officer. concerned,;· he himself 
shall so report in such recommendations. :~ · · · .· · · 

.. (3). If a building control officer' is -of. th.e opinion that: any . 
application, in ' so far as · thf< . J?lans, .. spe~ifications . or other 
documents inquestion are' co~erned,does not comply with the 
requiremt:nts of this Act or any other applicable ·law, he may, 
b~fore such applicati.on' is considered in ternis•of section 7 by the 
local authority concerned, i:etum it to the 'applicanttogether. with 
an explanation why. in his. opinion s,uch , plans, specificati~ns or 
other.documentsdo not.so comply;.·: , · ~, : ;· '< ... · · ' · 

(4) This. section shall.not be construed so as to prohibit a local 
authority·from granting or entrusting to a building control officer · 
any powers, duties or activities not. connected with this Act or to 
prohibit any .building control officer, with the approval .of a local 
authority, from delegating to . an officer .under his · control any 
power; duty or function . granted or entrusted to building control 
officers in tenns of this Act. · · 
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7. (1) Ifa local authority, having considered a recommendation 
· · referred to in section 6 (l)(a)- .. 

(a) . is satisfied that the application in question complies with 
·. , the requirements 'of this Act and any other applicable 

law, it shall within 30 days after the receipt of such 
application grant its approval in respect thereof; 

(b) . (i) is not so satisfied; or . 
· · · (ii) ·is satisfied that the building to which the appli-, 

cation in question relates..,-
(aa) is to be erected in such manner or will be of 

such nature or appearance that-
(aaa) the area in which it is to be erected will 

. probably or in fact be disfigured thereby; 
(hbb) it will probably or in fact be unsightly 

or objectionable;. . 
(ccc) it will probably or in fact derogate from 

the value of adjoining or neighbouring 
properties; .. · . . . · 

(bb) will probably or in f~ct be.danget:ous to life or 
. . . . .• property, . . . . . . 

such local authority shall within 30 .days after the receipt 
of such application refuse to grant its approva} in respect 

. . thereof and give reasons for such refusal: . · 
Provid.ed that any application returned to the applicant in terms of 

·· section 6 (3), shall be deemed not to have, been received by the 
local authority. . . 

(2) When a local authority is of the opinion that -more than 30 
days will be required in order to reach a ·decision re~ardirig any 
application, it shall within '14 days after the receipt. of such 
application so notify the ·applicant and thereupon the period of 30 
days referred to in subsection (1) shall be extended to 60 days, 

· · ' and thereafter such period may with the · concurrence of such 
. applicant be extended by a'further period not exceeding 60 days. · 

(3) When a local · authority has granted its approval in 
accordance with subsection (1) (a) in respect of any application, 

. such approval shall be endorsed c:>n at least one of the copies of 
the plans, specifications ·and other documents in question returned 
to the applicanL · · · • 

. ( 4) Any approval granted by a local authority in accordance 
with subsection .(!) (a) in respect of any. application shall lapse 
after the expirY .of.a period of 12 months .as .from the date on 
which it was granted unless ·. the erection . of the . building in 
questioQ is commenced . or prQCeeded with within the. said period 
or unless suchlocal authority extended the said period at the 
request in writing of the. applicant concerned. . .. .. · 
. (5) Any application in respect of which. a local authority refused 

. in accordance with subsection (1) (b) to grant its approval, shall 
not again be considered by such local authority .unless the plans, 
specifications.o.r other documents in _question substantially differ 
from the plans; .specifications or other documents relating to such 
application at. the time : when such local , authority refused in · 
accordance with subsection (1) (b) to grant its approval in respect 
thereof. . ·· · - . · · • . · .. :. 

(6) The provisions of this section shall not be construed so as to 
prohibit a local authority, before granting or refusing its approval 
in accordance with · subsection (1) in respect of an application, 
from granting· on such conditions as it may think fit provisional 
authorization to an applicant to · commence or proceed·-with the 
erection of a building to which such application relates. :: . ' . · •· "-
·. (7) (a) An application which is' substantially the ' same aS- an 

· application referred to in this Act and which before the 
. ·' . ' · ·date of commencement of this· ACt has been lodged with 

a local authority for its consideration· and in respect of 
~ '~ ·which such local authority · on that date has not· yet 
·' granted or refused its approval, shall be considered by 

. ' such local authorityas if this Act had not been passed. · 
' '· (b) ·Approval granted by a local authority before the date of 

commencement of this Act in.respect of an application 
. , . •: · .. 
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substantially the same as an applicatio11..referred to in 
this Act, shall be deemed to have been granted in terms 

·of this section if the erection of the building in question 
: ··has not been commenced with before the said date. 

8. (1) If a local authority fails to grant or. refuse timeously its 
· approval in accordance with section 7 in respect of an application, 
a court may on the application of the applicant concerned make an 
order directing such local authority to perform its duties and 
exercise its powers in accordance with that section within the 
period stated in. such order, or make such other order as it may 
deem just. . · .. · . . 

(2) Notwithstanding anything to. the contrary contained in any 
law relating to magistrates' courts, a magistrate shall have. the 
jurisdiction to make any order referred to in subsection (1). 

'9. (i) Any person · wh~ feels ~ggrleved by the refusal of a local 
authority to grant approval referred to in section 7 in respect of the 
·erection of a building; niay within the period, in the manner and 
upon payment ~f the fees prescribed by regulation,. appeal to a 
review board against such refusal. . · .. . 

. (2) The review board referred to in subsection (l) shall consist 
of..::._ · . · . . . . .. · 

. (a) · ach~rman design~tedby the Minister; arid 
.(b) . two persons.app?inted. for: the purpose of al}.Y particular 

appeal by the satd chatrman from persons. whose names 
. . ,, are ]n- ~- list c9mpiled in the manner pre~cribed ·by 

•·' .• regu atlOn. . . ' .. r, 

W· (1) u any building or earthwork~' .. ·. · .. ,. . · ::, .. : .•. : .. :. 
. (a) . in the opinion of the local authority in .question, is being 

· , or is to be erected in such manner. that it- . · . . ·. . · . 

' . -~-' 

· · (i) will not . be in. the' interest of,.gc>od: ~ealth :or 
hygiene; . r . . , . . 

(ii) will be unsightly ,or objectionable; : . . 
, (iii) will probably, or in ·fact be .~ a nuisance to the 

occupiers of adjoining or neighbouring propert_ies; 
(iv) _will probably or in fact derogate from the_value of 

. ; · :: adj~ining or neighbouring properties; ·. . 
(b) is being or is to be erected on a site which is subject to 

·. ' ' . flooding or on a site which. or. any portion of which in 
· ·· the opinion of the local auth<;>rity in question does not 

. d.J'<l;in properly or is filled IJP or c_overed with refuse o~ 
material impregnated with matter .liable to decomposi· 

. · .. . tion, . :: .· . , , , . · . ·. ·· · . . .. · ·. . . : 
such local authority may by notice iii writirig, served by post or 
delivered, prohibit the person erecting. such building or earthwork . 
or causing such ~uildin'g · or earthwork to be erected from 
c';nnmencing or proceeding with the erection thereof or. from ~o 
commencing . or proceeding except on such conditions as · such 
local authority may determine from time to' time .. ' ' ·. . ' ' . . 

· (2) Ariyperson whofails to .comply with any provision of a: 
notice or condition ·referred to in subsection (1) shall be guilty of 
an offence and ,liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding RlOO 
for each day on which he s<?.failed:: .•. . . •. .. . , · , . . . . · 

• ; .' -~ ' • •_; ~ • I'', 

; Jl. (1) 'If. for a' periOd exceeding 3' months the erection :or a 
building is 'not proceeded with, the local authority in·question:may 
by notice in writing, served by post or delivered, order. the owner 

. of such building to resume and to complete the erection' of such 
building within the, per~ods specific? in such ~(!ti~e.. . 0-; 

(2) If the' o~ner ot a building on' or. to whom a notice referred to 
in . !>Ubsection (1) was served or delivered, · fails to ·t:esume or 
complete the erection of such building. within the periods specified 
in such notice, the local authority in question may extend such . ' . . ·- . ' 
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periods from time to time if such · owner satisfies it that such 
failure was due to circumstances beyond his control. 

. (3) If the owner of a b).lilding o.n or to whom a notice referred to 
in subsection (1) was served or delivered, fails to resume or to 
complete the erection of such building within.the periods specified 
in such notice or, when applicable, .within such periods as 

· extended in accordance with subsection ·.(2), and the local 
authority in question is of the · opinion: that such building . is 
unsightly or dangerous to life or property or derogates from the 
value of adjoining or neighbowjng properties, such local authority 
may by notice in writing, served by post or delivered, ordersuch 
owner to demolish such building, to remove the material of which 
such building consisted and any other material or rubbish from'the . 
site in question, and to otherwise clean up 'such site· within the 
period specified in the last-mentioned notice. : · · .. · 

( 4) If the owner of a building fails to comply with ~ ~otice 
served on or delivered to him in accordance with subsection .(3) in 
respect of such. building, the local authority· in question may, 
demolish such . building, remove the maierial of which · such 
building consisted and any other material or rubbish from the site 
in question and otherwise clean·up such site, and may recover the 
costs thereof from such owner: Provided that such local authority. 
may sell such material and niay utilize the proceeds of such sale to 
defray the costs of such demolition, removal or clean-up and shall 
pay the balance, if any, of such proceeds to such owner . 

. (5) Any approval· granted by a local authority in accordance 
with section 7 (1) (a) in respect 9f any application shall lapse as 
soon as a notice ·in tenns of subsection (3) · is served on or 
delivered to the owner of the building in question in respect of 
such building. · ·· - · · 

·:·.· 

12. (1) If the local authority in question is of the opinion that
( a), any building is dilapidated or in a state of disrepair or 

shows signs thereof; . 
(b) any building or the land on which a building was or is 

being or is to be erected or any earthwork is dangerous 
or is showing signs of, becoming . dangerous to life or 
property, . . . · .. . · 

it may by notice in writing, served by post or delivered, order the 
owner of such building, land or earthwork;· within the period 
specified in such notice to demolish such building or to alter or 
secure it in such manner that it will no longer be dilapidated or in · 
a state of disrepair or show signs thereof or be dangerous or show 
signs of becoming dangerous, to life or property or to alter or , 
secure such land or earthwork in such· manner that it 'will no · 
longer be dangerous or · show signs of becoming dangerous to· life 
or property: Provided that if such local authority is of the opinion 
that the condition of any building, land or.earthwork is such that 
steps should forthwith betaken to protect life or property, itmay 
take such step~ without serving or delivering such notice on m: to 
the owner of such' building, land or .earthwork and may ·recover 
the costs_pf such ~teps from such owner. . . .. ' 

. (2) If the condition of any building or the land on which a 
building was or is being or is to be erected or any earthwork is 
such that it is dangerous to life or property, the owner of such 
building, 'land or earthwork :shall 'forthwith notify' the . local 
authority in question thereof. . 

(3) (a) If the condition' of any building. ·or the land on which a 
building· . was or is . being or is _to be · erected ' or any 
earthwork is such that, in. the opinion . of the: Jocal. 
authoiity in questim1; it is dangerous or is showing sigris 
of pecorning dangerous to life or property, ·such local 
authority; irrespective·of whether it was notified in tenns 
of subsection· (2), 'may by notice in writing, served by 
post or delivered, order the owner o_f s~.ch buildin8,, ~~d 
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or earthwork to instru~f at the cost of such' owner li'n 
architect . or a professional engineer to investigate such 
condition and to report to such local authority ori the 
nature and· extent of the steps to be taken, in the opinion· 
of such atchitec( or professional engineer, . hi . order .·to 
'render such building, larid ·or earthwork safe.· · ~ ' · ·· · 

·',(b) The local authority in question may by notice in writing,· 
served by' post or delivered, order that any activities be 
stopped or prohibit the performance 'of any activities 
which inits opinion may in!:.rease the danger or hinder 

.. ' · or obstruct the architect or professionai engineer referred 
. to· in paragraph (a) from . properly ' carrying 'out the 

' · · investigation referrei:Ito in that paragraph. · · · · · . · · . 
· (4)'Ifthe local authority iri question deems it n·ecessary for the' 

safety of any person, it'mayby'notice in writing; sei:ved by post or, 
delivered- .: ' ' ·, .. ' . r ,· •.. · . •·:·. : · .• . · ··' .. ; ·. . : . ' '•. 

(a) ''order the owner ofany buili:Hrig to remove, within' the 
•. . period specified in :such notiCe, all persons 'occupying or 

· ·· · ·· working or being for any other purpose in such building . 
therefrom, · and : to take • care "that. any ·person ·not' 

•. authorized by such local authority' 'does not . enter such· 
· > ·building· · · . ' . · ··· · ·. · ·. • · . · . · · : 
(b) · ·order an}' person· occupying or working or being for any 

· ~- . . · other PurPose in ··any· building, to ·-vac~~e s·Uch ~liildi~g, ~ 
· · . '· • ·. immediately orwithin a ~~od ~peci.fied in, such, n.otice.,, 

(5) No_person shall occupy or use or permtt the occupation or 
use of any building in respect of which ·a notice was served or 
delivered in terms of this section. or steps were 1aken by the local 
authority in question in terms of subsection (1), unless such)ocal 
authority has granted permission in writing .that such building may 
again be oc~upied or used, , · · ·: : _ · · ·.. . -.. · ·. . .· .. 
- (6) :Any persoir who contravenes' or fails to· comply with any 

provision of this section or any notice issued. thereunder, shall be 
guilty of an offence. and, in the case of a contravention . of the 
provisions · of subsection (5); liable on conviction to a· fine not 
exceeding R 100 for each d!!Y ·on which he: so contravened. . . . . · · · 

' ~ . • ·, ! ' . , 1 ' • ··- • . i • :, , 

13~ :(1) Any ' building control' ~ffic~r.ma/ i~' r~spect of the--· 
erection of a building defined in the national building regulations 
as a minor building wprk, in writiQg- . . · : _ , · · , , . 

·. (a) exempt the 'owner of such ,building' from the obligation .' 
. '. ; • ~<? submit !!·plan . in terms of this .Act to·. the local . . 
. . authority in question for approval; . •. . . · · · 

'" (b) . grant authorization for the erection of such building in 
accordance . with the. conditions and . directions specified 

. in ~uch authorization. . . ' - . . • •. 

(2) Any authorization granted in terms ofsubsection (1) ·(b) 
shall ·lapse ·after . the expiry · of a period of . 6 months, but $e 
building co.ntrol officer may from time to' time extend such period 
at the request of the owner of such building or any person having 
an interest therein if such building control officer· is satisfied that 
there are sound reasons therefor. · · .· ·. · ·· · -: 

· (3)ifany building co~trol officer refused to- extend in_.te~~' 'of' 
subsection · (2) ·any period of 6 · months referred · to in · thaL 
subsection, any person who feels 'aggrii:wed may iri W,riting"requesf' 
the local authority · in question . to . consider such refusal and ·· 
thereupon such local authority may confirm such refusal or extend . 
such peri~ on such condition,s, ~s it ~ay think .fit· _ .;:; .< . • ·: 

14. (1) A ·local authority shaHwithin 14day~ after th~ ~wner ~f . 
a building of which the erection has been completed, or. any person 
having an interest therein; has ' requested itin ' writing to issue a 
certificate of occupancy in respect of such building- ' · 

··· (a) issue such .certificate of occupimcyif it is of the opinion 
that such building has been erected in accordance with 

·· · .. the pro~isions of this Ac(and the . conditions: ~:m which 
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· ' ·-' : ·approval was granted· in1 terms of section 7,' and if a 
·· ·.certificate isSued in 'ternis' of the provisions of subsection 

(2) in respect of such building has been submitted to it; 
, · (b) , in writing ·notify such owne·r _or person that· it refuses to 
., ' · ·--issue such certificate of <;>ccupancy if it is not so satisfied 
' . . .. or if a' certificate has not been so issued arid submitted to ".(it·.,. : .. "< .· ··:-.' ., .... . .... 
, (2) Any person licensed. or· au.thorized by a lociU. ' 'authority to · 

carry ·out the installation,· alteration' or repair of arty "electrical 
wiring connected or of which connection is desired. with the 
~lectricat 'SUpPly or distribution. wor~s of'such loc~ 'authority or 
any Sl!ltutory,,bod>:, shall, at the request ~f ~e ownef" of· a build!ng 
of _wh1ch the erection h~ .been completed or of any person havmg 
an· interest therein, issue a certificate if he is satisfied that the 
electrical wiring and ·other electrical"installations in such building 
are in accordance with the provisions _of all app\icable_laws. · 
-. (3) Any person who for the purposes of subsection {I~ .:· . 
. : · · · (a) · submits · a certificate · contemplated in subse<;tion .. (2) . 

. .. which is substanti.~y false or _incorrect, knowing the 
' . · .. · :same to be' false or incorrect; · . '· · " 
· (b) ·in a "fraudulent'manrier'issues' of'obtains 'a certificate 

"/'. .. . contemplated in' subsection (2), J "': • • • ' 

~~all be guilty of an, offence. , ·: . .-·:·: · ··. ·· .· . -~· .. ·, ,:" . . 
<'· (4) (a) The owner ·of any butldmg; or· any person havmg an 
· . . inter¢st t~er€?in; · eteciect . 'or'· being • er~cted'' with the 

· . approval of a local authonty, who occuptes or uses such 
. , building ' 9r permits the occupation or u·se of such 
· building- · ' ::: · '' '· · · ' · . .. . · . . 
: (i) ,unless a certificate.(_.)foccllpancyhas.~eenissued,in 

.. . · · . te~~ · of' ~ubsect~on (1) (a) in· respecr. of su.ch 
. ... ·· buildmg; . · . · · :.: ' · · · , "". · · · 

.. (ii) . except in. so far as it is essential for the erection of 
· · · · such building; . ' · · · · : 1 ' • ' · • • • · • 

(iii) durJ.ng any 'period not be!ng the p~riod in resp7c~ ()f 
. which such local authonty has granted perm1ss1on 
in 'Writing for the occupation or use of such 

. building or in contnivention of 'any condition on 
which such perffiission' has-been granted; or; ·· _·. ' ' · 

: . (iv) other.Wise than in. such circumstances and on. such 
,, ' · · · conditions as may be prescribed'· ~y: naiiorial 

building regulation, · · · · · · · 
., . shall be guilty of an offence... . ... ·.· . , . • , 
(b)." Permission in writing referred· to· in paragraph .(a) (iii) 

, may, at the request oftheowner of any. building or of · 
, . any person having· an interest therein, be:grarited .by a 
.. 1' local a~thority on account' of considerations of fairness 

for' such period and on li!JCh conditions''as may .. be 
. _specified iJ1 such pe~issiOJ1, -which period ·and condi

. ~}ionths.~ay be. exteJ?-~~4 ,(}~ ,alte~~d by s~~h l~c~~.authority, 
. · as e case may,be. · , . · ._ , . . . . : ·. ·· . 

:(5) The Minister: may, on such conditions ·and for such peri!Jd. as 
he may think fit,. by notice in the Gazeite suspend the application 
of this sectioil: jn the_ "area of jurisd~ctiqn_ otany Joca},.imthori~y .' ~ , 
I~ _ L • ._, ' · • ,I ,_f : , ' .. • .. · - , , .. ' • .• ~ •• • ' : · .. , : • • I ;- J 't • • . • .. 

. ts .. (tj I( the .b~ilding ·control. ~rficer"concemed '·or -~~Y qthe~ · 
perSon autlionzed by the local'authority in question has reason to 
believe that,. in respect of, any. building or the land on-which a 
building w·as or is being or is· to: be erected, ·any act was or is 
being· performed iri contravention of the provisions of this ·Act or 
any. authonzation'. or ·'approval granted thereunder, , such building 
co~trol "officer 'or·_ other pe~on· may at}~Ytifi1e enter"such build!ng_ 
or upon such land in order to detennme whether such Act, was or 
is being performed. · · .. · · · · · • · · · -- · 

,, (2) Any person who hinders or obstruc~s ~y building control 
officer or ~cion autho~ed by . the .local 'authority in question in 
the exercise of his,powers in terms of subsection. (1),", shall be 
gui_lty of an offence, · . · . · . . · · · · . · . · · . '. . . . . . .. . 

(3),Any building.control_offic_er.shall, at ttie request of any 
per.son affected by the execution. of any of his. powers, duties or 
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activities • in terms of · this Act, ·. produce . his certificate of 
appointment issued to him in the form ·prescribed' by national 
building regulation. : . . - - · . 

16. -(1) The Minister, after consultation with. the Administrator 
of a province, including the Territory, in which _ the area of 
jurisdic~on of a local authority is -situated, may order such local 
authority to report to him on- _ .. . - , _ . . - . _ 

-:(a) ,the adequacy .oLmeasures .in or: in_ connection with 
-, _ buildings in its area of jurisdiction against fire, floods or 

_ other disasters and to make recommendations .in order to 
.. · _ , .,,J remove any inadequacies in such measures; 
• (b) any particular building project which:was oris being 

- ' undertaken in its aiea ofjurisdiction. ·· ___ ,_ _ , · · · 
(2) If the Minister is satisfied that any local authority is unable 

to report as contemplated in subsection ( 1 ), :he may order the 
bureau so to report. -, " .. ; _ . .:- · _ · ' 

(3) For the purposes of this: section , the local _authority 
concerned or -the bureau, as the case .may be, shall have such 

: powers, duties and functions as may be. prescribed by regulation. 

·: ___ 17. (1) The Minister may_ after 'consultation· with the council 
make reguhitions; to be known as national ~uilding regulations

( a) regarding the preparation; submission and approval of 
plans and specifications of buildings, including the 

- approval ·of·. amendments or ·alterations to plans and 
specifications of buildings during the erection thereof; 

(b) to provide for inspections -and tests in-_· respect of 
buildings, ·whether before or during the erection or-after 
the completion of the erection ·thereof, including the 
powers of l;milding control officers in that regard, -and 
the steps. to be taken in order to prevent any nuisance 
which may occur before, during or after the completion 
thereof; · _ · - _ 

. (c) regarding the nature and preparation of si~es on which 
buildings are to be erected;· · · 

(d) regarding the strength and stability of buildings; 
(e) to provide for the requirements. with' which' buildings 

shall comply in so far as precau'tionary measures against 
- fires or other emergencies are concerned,- including the 

resistance of buildings against the outbreak and spread
ing of fires,· the protection of the occupants or users of 

i .• buildings or other persons against fires, the 'aids or other 
' installations' to be ; in . buildings" for the combating or 
,. prevention of fires and for the vacating of such buildings 
.'in cases of fires or other emergencies; · '· - · 

(f) regarding the resistance of buildings against . floods~ 
. . moisture, the transmission. of. heat, sound 'or' other 

injurious factors, and . infestation by insects, vermin or 
···'other pests; ·:_. - · ' · ·. · ' ·· · ,. · . · 

(g) regarding the durability and other desirable properties 'of 
buildings; . , . .. . . . _ 

'(h) · regarding the provision of water and of sewerage imd 
. drainage_ services in respec't of buildings, including the 

. . compulsory connection with the supply, distribution or_ 
. 'sewerage disposal works in quest~ on of local authorities; 

(i)_ 'regarding the_ventilation an~ the provision'for daylight 
r: .;':in respect of buildings, including theprovision ofopen 
· ' · spaces ~n connection therewith; . · · · · ·· . . · 
(j) .. ' regarding the heatirig and artificial lighting of buildings; . 
(k). regarding the supply and- installing 'in- respect of 
· -' buildings of gas or electrical· equipment, installations or 
· · ·· 'service, including the supply and manner of installing of 

· ··gas or electrical equipment ·for purposes of cooking· or 
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heating, or 'preventing, controlling or restricting the 
emission of smoke or other offensive· fumes; • 

(I) to regulate, restrict or prohibit the use to which· any 
· building or categories of buildings may be put; 

(m) to . regulate, 'restrict or prohibit i access to buildings, 
irrespective of whether the erection thereof is com-· 
pleted,' or the sites on which buildings were or are being 
erected; ·.: :ot. . ·: .. 1 : • : · • : 

(n) <regarding the preventioti" of· dangers or , obstructions 
during or in connection with the .erection of buildings, 
including the prevention of danger· on adjoining or 
neighbouring premises, pavements, streets and other 
public places; · · . · . 

· (o): to regulate, restrict or prohibit the 'erection of temporary 
buildings -and the occupation . or · use ·thereof or access 

· ·.,., ·· thereto;:. , •·· -. . . · . . 
' (p) regarding the protection of property, including public 

· streets, places or open spaces, . of local authorities or 
·other persons ·during or in connection with the erection 
·· of buildings; . ': 

( q) to · regulate, :. restrict or prohibit the performance of 
· certain activities or categories of activities in or in 
connection with the erection of buildings by or under the 

. supervision of other persons than · persons ' having 
· specified qualifications, experience or training; . 

·. (r) ._ s11bject to the provisions of the Housing Act, 1966 (Act 
·No. 4 of 1966), regarding the demolition of buildings 

'· and matters connected therewith; . ·· · · 
.: (s) ·regarding the .powers, duties and functions of local 

autho~ties if buildings were or are being erected or used 
in contravention of the provisions .of this Act or any 
other . law in force immediately before , the date of 
commencement of . this Acto' or of any approval or 
authority . granted in terms of this Act or the.said other 

·.law or.ifono such approval or authority was granted for 
.. ' the erection of such buildings; . 

(t) · . . regarding the general safety, health and convenience of 
the public in so ' far 'as they relate to. the erection of 
buildings; _ 

( u) · regarding . the safety, health and convenience' of ·. occu
. . - piers or users of buildings or- of persons otherwise 

·' present in buildings:or having access thereto, and the 
compulsory installing or supplying of equipment, instal-

. lations or services in connection therewith; _ 
(v) -regarding any other matter which in terms of this Act is 

required , or . permitted· to ·be · prescribed by national 
, •.' building regulations;· ' : · ·. . · - · · · · . 

(w) · regarding; generally, any other matter deemed necessary 
• , . or expedient by the council with the concurrence of the 

Miriister in order to achieve the objects of. this Act · 
' . , 

·.· ' '(2) Different national building r~gulatioris- may_· in' ' terms of 
·subsection (l) be · niade in respect of different buildings or 
categories . of buildings, uses of buildings, areas or' categories of 
areas;· local authorities ·or categories ·· of '·local authorities, or 
portions or categories of portions of'the areas 'ofjurisdiction of 
local authorities. ,. ' · · · · ' ' · · · ' · 

. • . : . ., ' t '' ' ' . "• 

' ' (3) (a) When ·a national building regulation fs 'publish~d in the. 
· ' · · Gazette, the Minister shall publish- together. with it a 

notice calling upon all interested persons to lodge any 
' objections which they 'have against such building 

" regulation· in writing with the council within the period 
specified iri such notice. · · · · · · · · ·· · . 

'(b) "A natim1al building regulation referred to in paragraph 
(a) shall come .into operation on · a date fixed by the 
Minister by notice in the Gazette with' regard to · the 

-~ :. ·' · · period· referred to in'· the said paragraph: Provided that · 
. the ~inister, with the concu~~nce_. o~ · the.'coll:~cil, ·.may 
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in such notice alter such national building regulation in 
accordance with any objection lodged iinespect thereof 

. in: terms of paragraph (a) without: complying with the· 
provisions,-of. the said paragraph . in respect or· the 

. national building regulation so altered. · ·' : 

( 4) If ~~-Min.ister after ~(ms~ltation with the ~ouncil is ~atisfied 
that any of o( all_ the applicable national building regulations are 
inadequate .or. do not. make any pr9vision. in· respe9t of any · 
particular, building o(buildings and that for-sound reasons it shall 
not be expedient to amend such national building regulations or 
make any further national building regu~ations,_ as. the case may 
be; the Minister may, having in ~ting notified the local authority 
in question, by notice in the Gazette or by notice sent by post or 
delivered- · . · · ·· · · . , 

(a) exempt the owner of the _land on which ·any"such 
.. , , building is being. or is to be erected from the provisions 

,,. of such applicable national building regulations; and 
(bf ·allow such ownerto erect such building or buildings or 
, · . to: proce¢:-with or : eomplete the· erection thereof in 

.. , accordance with. the applicable na~ional building regula

. tions from which he was not so exempted, if any, and 
. the diiectives specified in such notice: Provided that no 
: · such directive may relate· to any matter not specified in 
· subsection ( 1 ). ' · 

'(5) (a) .Notwiths~~ndi~it~nyt~ing to the 'contrary -~ontained i~ 
· · any law the Minister may, if he is of the opinion that it 

. . is necessary or expedient fo~ the proper. compliance with 
. . >. or operation of . any. of . or all ~th~ nationa1 . building 

·· · regulations or directives that :my servitude or restrictive 
condition or 'other provision applicable. in respect of any 
land by or under any law or registered in respect of any 

'land in termS of the Deeds Registrfes Act, 1937 (Act 
. . .. No. ~7 of 1937), oi: otherwise applicable in respect of 
· · . land,: be · removed or amended, after · consultation with · 

· : · the_ Adniinistrator of the province, including the Terri
.. , ; ~ _tgry; in w_hich such I.*#d is situated arid after compliance 
i . . · . w~thl}te procedure prescribed_ by regulation, by notice in . 

the Gazette remove . or, to ·such .extent as be may· 
,.. . indicate, amen~ such s~rvitude, ' (:Onqition or provision. · 

(~) -:· On the' pub~ication of a notice referred to ~n paragraph 
. .. (a) the .Regtstrar .of Deeds concerned shall~ respect of · 
· · the removal or amendment of the servitude. condition or 

. . . ' provision' . in· question, .. make : suitabie entries in the 
;. . registers. ·in ·his office, and when the , title deed of any 
~ . land to . which SUCh n9tice r(!,ates is fo.r ,_any purpose 

· · submitted to such' Registrar ·he shall endorse such 
. removal or amendment on such title deed. . ·.' 

... (6) Not~~~~~ing -~~ythlng ·t~ -~e; co~~ con~p~d in any 
law ·a ., cOde of practice or · standard s~ctficattC?n · may be 
incorporated· .. in any national building regulation or directive 
merely. by referring in such ' national building. regul:itiQn . or 
directive to the number and date of the Gazette . in which such 
code of practice·· o~ ·standard ,specification was · published ~n:-·terrns 
of the'Standards _Act; irrespective of whet!ter such code of pra<::tice 
or standard spectfication contains a reference to any other code of 
practice. or standard: specification. and irrespective of whether . the 
publication of ·such or such · other cOde of practice or standard 
specification, on the· authority · of the Minister, took place by way 
of an abbreviated notice in which the extent and tendency of such . 

.. or ' such other 'code of practice or :standard . specification were 
~ipl~~ed. · · · ·· · · 

ri) The national building regulations . or . any directive may 
provide · that, without fully defining any particular materials or 
methods·. of erection·, · in so far · as quality . and standards are 
concerned the use or employment. of any specified : materials or 

. methods of erectiqn 'or· compliance . with · any specified code of · 
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practice, standard. specification or. , compulSory . ·standard speci
fication, shall be deemed to comply. with the quality and standard 
required by such national building regulations or directive. 

~ . . . 
- , ~ ' 

18. (1) A local authority may, .at the'request in writing of the 
owner of any building .or any person having an interest. therein; in 

· _ respect of the erection of such building or the land on which it is 
being or is to be erected, in :.vriting permit a deviation or grant an 
exemption f~c;>m any applicable national building regul~tion.except 
a national building regulation regarding t,he strengt!t and . stability 
of buildings. . . ,. . , . ·'- , . . .. · .. , . . . · · .. 
. _. (2) The council may, at the request in writing of the. ow~et: of 
any building or any person having an interest_ therein and. after 
consultation. with the local authority in question, in respect c;>f:the 
erection ,of such building or the land c;>n which it ,is being or is t~ 

. be erected, in writing permit a deviation or grant an exemption 
· .from , any applicable .national, building regulation relating-to the 

strength and stability of buildings. · · 

: '• ' ; ~ - . • ' ' : ' " ·~ ,• . , _: r • -' I • • j ; ' • ' • j . . • • ; ·,, ' 

. ~9.;(1) Wthe Minist~r •. after consu~tation with the council and 
notwithstandi_ng ru:tYthing to th~ contrary contained in any law, is 
satisfied that any, method or material used. or, to, be .used in the 
erec~6n of any .b!Jilding -~!II not' be in the, publ!c interes~ or will be 
~angerous_ to)ife or property, the,Ministe~.may, having in writing 
notified the local auth~nty in question, by notice in ~he Gazette or 
by notice sent by post or.delivere<;l. prohibit the owner. of the land 
on . which such building is being or is to be erected .from using 
such' ni_eth~ or ~terial in sucherection. (. . . . .: . 
. . (2) Apy . person whet con_travenes . or fails ~0 comply with the 

.proyisions of a noticereferred to in subs_ection (I) shall be_ guilty 
of an offence and liable on conviction to a· fine ·not .· exceeding 

-RlOO for ·each day on which heso contravened or failect. · 
• ' ~ o -' ' • •• • " • - .• - - •• - -' I 

·: 20.' (1) The Minister may make reguiations.....:..: ·. . .. · · 
· (a) regarding the procedure _to be f~lloweii at the hearing of · 

an appeal by a review board; . . . . · · .. ; · . 
(b) regarding the powers, duties .and ·functions of a review 
··. , bo~~. including the povv'er to summon witnesses for the 

., purposes of hearing an appeal and,to administer an oath 
. · -·to or accept an affirmation from imy witqess; · 
(c) . regarding the costs 'jn _connection with an appeal to a 
·. review board; .- . . .. ' : ... ' . < .. ·. ·. ., 
(d) to prescribe the further matters in respect, of which an 

. appeal may be Jodged,\vith 'a 'revie~ board; 
'(e)~ in . order, ' with )the • concurrence of' the Minister of 

. , . Finance; ,to 'prescribe the .remuneration· and travel and 
· . . .. ; subsistence ~lowantes 'payable. to members, except 
· · '· members'' in the full-time empl9y _of the,.State or the 

bureau, of a review board;· • · : • .. . · ~ · 
. · (f) . regarding any other matter which in terms.~ of this Act is 
' .. :- : required or permitted to be prescribed by re'gulation. · . 

. ; '(2) Any regula~ori.made_·under this· secti_on may prescribe that 
· · · ~ny person . who contrayenes·· or fails . to comply_: with ·such 

regulation shall tie guilty of an 'Offence and)iableon convi~tionto 
_a fine not exceeding R200 or to imprisonment for a period not 
'exceedi~g~months .. ; _· .. ,·· ; _ _.· __ · .: ..• ~ . . - , .· ,.',< '' 

~ · . ·2t:'Notwithsta~(Hng anything to . tl,te contrarY. cJntained in any 
law . ·relating · to. · 111agistrates' courts; a magistrate • shall have 
jurisdiction, . on _the application· of any local authority or the 
Minister, to make' an order prohibiting any person fr:om commen
cing or proceeding with the erection of any building or authorizing 
such local authority. ~q demolish, ·such building· if such magistrate 
is 'satisfied that ,such erection is cqntrary to:or does not comply 
with' the prov~sions of this Act or any approyal or authorization 
8!aJ1ted there~nder. · · · ·· ·· · · · · , • ;_: ·:. 
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Power of local 
authorities 
relating to .. 
rates, taxes, ·fees 
and other moneys. 

··i't 

Liability of local 
authorities. 

General penalty 
clause. 

·Presumption. 

. ' 

Payment of certain 
moneys to local - · 
authorities. 

Powers of Minister 
in respect of · 
certain local 

.. authorities. 

... 22. The -provisions .ofithis .Act shall not derogate from ·any 
, power conferred ·by •or under ·any other law upon. any: local 

· authority to levy, receive or charge any rates, taxes, fees.or other 
·moneys in respect of any building or land or to levy, receive or 
charge moneys in comiection .with . the examination of plans, 
specifications or·· information or .. the . performance of any ~other 
·duties in terms of this Act.' . , · ' . • - · · : .• ,. · 

· ·~ 23.~No approval,- permission, certificate or act granted, .issued 
or performed in terms of this Act by or on behalf; of any: local 
authority in connection with a build_ing or the erection; demolition 
or alteration thereof, shall have the effect that..:_ · ·· · .· ~· · 

(a) such local authority be liable to any person' for any ·loss 
··- or damage resulting from or arising out of or in any way 
-- ·connected with the manner in· which such building' was 

· • erededt' demolished or altered or the material used in the 
erection of sucli building or the quality of the_ workman

. ship in the erection, demolition or alteration ·of such 
. building.-, ·"' ~ - · :· ·· · •• .: . · .. : · .. ... •· .: .f: . (, ' 

(b)·~ the own~r'of such building be :exempted from' the duty 
· • to take _care and to ensure that such building be erected, 

· · · ' . · .~ completed, occupied· and. used or demolished· or altered 
. ·:· - -in accordance· with the provisions: of this· · Act and any 

··; other applicable la\Y; " · .. • ; · · ,, · ·: :,.< · . . · · 
; (c) 'any· person be exempted , from the provisions of anY 

·other law applicable in:'the area-ofjurisdiction of such 
·•·· ·localau_thority; , · ... -.~, .•·:- ~,:·•• ... · '·' · 

-· · .: 24. ·,Any person convicted of ·an· offence unde(this Act'' in 
. respect of which a firi.e or imprisonmen~:.is not expressly provi~ed 
. for, shall · be liable·. to a fine not' exceeding. R600 or to 

imprisonment for a periO<:"f not exceeding 6 months.· ·'··· ·· 

. .. ;: • • , . ;_. · ! . ' : ' 1 • • • ~ ~ • • ,•, • : ' ·_t ; • : 
1
:: • 

·. 25. If in any prosecuti~n for an offence in terms of this Act it is 
necessary, in order 'to establish the ch~ge against the accused, to 

_prove that he failed to comply with·.the requirements-of this Act 
relating . to_ standard .~r. qual1ty. of _materials,. design or workman
ship; an illlegation in. the charge sheet that. such-accused so failed, 
.shall be sufficient proof thereof unless the contrary is proved. 

i''"" "· . . ; : • ; 

' ' ~ o 0 I • • I ... 0 o o , • 1 • • ; ' 

26. Notwithstanding anything to 'the contrary contained in any 
, law aiL moneys recovered ' by way of.-fines or estreated bail in 
·· connection . with . any offence iri terms of this·. Act, except an 

offence -referred to in section 20 • (2); ·shall be · paid to : the ··local 
autho~ty concerned. · ,_. · ·. · ·· · ' · · 

27. (1) If the Minister, after consultation· with the c~uncil and 
· the.· Administrator · of the province in: question or the Territory, as 
the case ·may · be, is · satisfied· that a local · authority fails to apply 
any relevant provision ' of: this Aci properly in its area · of 
jurisdiction; the Minister may by notice in writing, served by post 
-~~!~1~~; ~rder s~ch .1~~ au~orit~·t~ so app~y ~~ch ~r~x~~ion 

(2) If a local authoritY without reasonable'cause fails to comply 
within a reasonable time with the provisions of any notice served 
on or· deliv.ered to it in ·terms of subsection (1), the Minister, after 
consultation with the· council and the Administrator of. the . 
province in question or the Territory, as the•case may be, may by 
notice in the Gazette deprive such local authority of any power or 
exempt it from any duty conferred upon or entrusted to it by or in 
terms of this Act and confer such power or entrust such · duty to 

· any person, including such Administrator, mentioned in such 
notice, and· thereupon such person shall for the purposes ·or-such 
power or duty be deemed to be such local authority. . · · ·. ' · 
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(3) Any notice published in th~ Gazette in terms of subsection 
(2) maYbewithdrawn in' like mimner. -·- -_ · '. , . .' ' ·· · . 

' .. . - ,... ' . 

Delegatio~; or'~:·· :,_ . . is. :(1)-The-Mi.tister may on such co~ditioris as he may think 
powers. fit; in writing delegate any power conferred upon him by or under 

this Act, other than a power referred to in section 2.(2) or (4),. 9 
(2), 17, 19,20 or 27, to the director-general of the bureau, but the 
delegation of . any such power shall not prevent the exercise -

" thereof by the Minister himself. · ,- ·. . . · -' . : ' 

Repeal of laws. 

· ' · . (2) The counciL may in:: writing. delegate any power conferred 
upon it-: -.- · · '•-' · .· .· L· .• . · :· : --· . • ·:·., -• 

... (a) . by. or under this Act, other. than a power. referred to in . 
···.:;;; .section 17 or 27, to the director-,.general ofthe bureau; · · 

. (b) in terms of .sectionr,18 (2), on such conditions as .it 
. . ' generally _or in any.particular c~e may, think fit, to any 
: . . local.authority- or category of local authorities, 

but the delegation· of any such power shall not prevent the exercise 
· thereof by the council itself. - · _ · .. . . · _. 
. . . (3) The director-general: of the bureau may in writing delegate 

any power'delegated to him in terms of subsection.(!) or (2) to 
any person in the eiJiploy of the bureau, but the delegation of any 
such;• power . shall '·not , prevent ·.the·· exercise thereof by the 
director-general himself. , , ; ·, · ., .. :· · ·· · · 
, . ( 4) Any local ·authority may in writing. delegate any power 
conferred upon it by or. under this Act, other than a pOW!!r referred 
to.in section 5, to ariy committeeappointed.by it.or to any person 
in its . employ; . but;; the, delega.tio~ of, any such. power shalL not 
prevent the exercise ther<?of. by su~h .local authority. itself . . - . , 

29. Subject to the .provisio~s .of section· 31 the pro-visions of any 
law applicable to any.local.authority are hereby repealed in so far . 
as they confer a power to make building regulations or by~laws 
regarding any matter provided for in this Act: Provided that such . 
provisions shall·be deemed not to· have been repealed in respect 
of- · . - · · ·.. · --:: : ... . . · . _. :. .: · ... · · 
.• .(a) . any such building· regulation orby,law .. which has not 
, . , ·;been replaced by· or: which js not .repugnant to . .any 

natipnal building regulation;' · .. ~ . . ' - '· ; . . . 
. (b) the. area ofjurisdiction, or any, part thereof, of:any,l6cal 

authorityin .so far as ithas in.terms of section 2 (2) been 
exempted from the application . of any national building :
regulation, irrespective 'of whether such area of jurisdic-

,. tion or part was exempted after the commencement of 
, such national building regulation. · . , . ' ' · _; · 

' · .. 

Amendment of .; , ·; 
section· 3 of . , . _,_ . ... 
Act 33 of 1962, . '. 
as amended by ,:· : . · 
section 1 of . . . 
Act 72 of 1964, 
section 1 of 

- ; 30• Section :3 of the Standards A_ct i~ her!lby am~nde_d b_y the 
deletion ,of paragraph (k). , · . .. , .•, · " . .. , 

·_Act 77 of 1970 
and section 2 of 
Act 59 of 1976. .. 

· Repeal of 
section J 4bis of 
Act 33 of 1962, 
as inserted by 
section 4 of 
Act 72 of 1964. 

·31. Section -l4bis of the Standards· Act is hereby ·_repealed: 
Provided that' that section shall be deemed not to have been 
repealed in respect of any standaro building regulation which was 
framed and published· in terms of that sectior_i ·and which' has not 

.. been replaced by or is not repugnant · to' any.'natio'nal ouilding 
regulation. : .:··. . 7· . . . ' . .' ,' . .._ 

: ::. ·; ... ,-_.·· 
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. ; 32. The following long. title is hereby substituted for the long 
title of the Standards Act: · · 

"ACf 

To consolidate and amend the laws 'providing for the 
· promotion of the standardization of commodities and of the 

manufacture, production; processing or' treatment thereof,' and 
' for the establishment of the South African ·Bureau 'of 
··Standards; to provide for the establishment of marks of proof 

and marks of authenticity in respect of commodities and 
. articles; for the carrying out . of examinati~ns,. tests . and 
analyses by the said Bureau· in ··respect of other substances, 
objects and materials and for matters incidental thereto.". 
, ' •. ·.· • . .. • t :,· , :,: · · .. - . · .; .. ·1; 

I., 33. Thi~ Act and anY amendment thereof shall apply '3Iso in the 
Territory. · · · · · 
' -: .. . ' ~ .. 

34. This Act shall be cailed :the National Building Regulations 
and Building Standards Act, 1977,-and shall come into' operation 
on a date fixed. by the . State President by proclamati~n . in the 
Gazette.' ' · · ' .. · · ' · · · · 




