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GOVERNMENT GAZETIE, 30 JUNE 1978 

NATIONAL WELFARE Acr, 1978. 

ACT 
To provide for the establishment and constitution of a South 

African Welfare Council -and of regional welfare boards 
and certain committees; and to define their powers and 
functions; to provide for welfare programmes and for the 
registration of welfare organizations; and to provide for 
incidental matters. · -------

(Afrikaans text signed by.the State President.) 
(Assented to 20 June 1978.) 

BE IT ENACTED by the State Presiden~ the Senate and the 
. House of Assembly of the Republic of South Africa, as 
follows:- · 
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1. In this Act, unless the context otherwise indicateg.;_ Definitions. 
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(i) "council" means the South African Welfare Council 
established under section 2; (ix) . . 

(ii) "executive committee" means an executive committee 
appointed under section 11 (4); (xvi) 

(iii) "magisterial district" means a districtcreated in terms 
of section 2 of the Magistrates' Courts Act, 1944 (Act 
No. 32 of 1944); (iii) . 

(iv) "Minister", in relation to the provisions of Chapter 1, 
means the Minister of Social Welfare and Pensions, and, 
in relation to any other provision of this Act of which 

. . the administration has . been assigned to a Minister by 
proclamation under section 22, the Minister to whom the 
administration of such provision has been assigned; (vi) 

(v) "national council" means a·ny organization which in 
terms of its constitution has been established to organize 
and represent on a national or provincial basis welfare 
organizations pul'Suing objects which correspond sub­
stantially, and to promote, propagate and co-ordinate the 
interests, objects and activities of such welfare organiz..: 
ations and to ·act in an advisory capacity for such 
organizations; (vii) 

(vi) "nomination list" means a list prepared in terms of 
· section I 0 ( l); (viii) 

(vii) "prescribed" means prescribed by reguhition; (xvii) 
(viii) "region" means a region established under section 5; 

(xiv) 
(ix) ·"regional welfare board", in-relation to a region, means 

the regional welfare board established under section 6 in 
respect of the region; (xv) · · · · · · . 

(x) ''registered branch"; in relation to a welfare organiza­
tion, means a registered branch as defined in section 1 of 
the Fund-raising Act, 1978; (i) 

(xi) "registration certificate" means a registration certificate 
-issued under section 13 (1); (x) 

(xii) "regulation" means a regulation made under this Act; 
(xi) 

(xiii) "Republic" does not include a territorial authority area 
as defined in section 1 of the Bantu Homelands 
Citizenship Act, 1970 (Act No. 26 of 1970); (xii) 



GOVERNMENT GAZETIE, 30 1UNE 1978. No. 6094 5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

NATIONAL WELFARE ACT, 1978. 

(xiv) "Secretary", in relation to the provisions of Chapter 1, 
means the Secretary for Social Welfare and Pensions, 
and, in relation to any other provision of this Act of 
which the administration has been assigned to a Minister 

· by proclamation under section 22, · the head of the 
department of State under the control of that Minister; 
(xiii) · ' · · · · ' 

(xv) "social welfare services" means ·organized ·activities, 
measures or progr~mmes in connection with- · . 
(a) social work as defined in section ·J ·of the Social 

and Associated Workers Act, 1978; · , 
(b) the prevention and treatment of social pathological 

conditions in the community or· in groups of 
persons or in families or individuals; · · 

(c) the promotion, protection or stability of family or 
marital life; . . . . . · 

(d) the welfare of the agedor physically or mentally 
handicapped persons; · · 

(e) the welfare of children; . . . 
(/) the prevention of alcoholism or. dependence upon 

dependence-producing substances or the treatment 
of persons who are dependent upon alcohol or any 
other dependence-producing substance; 

(g) the provision of housing to indigent persons or 
persons in need; · . , · 

(h) any corrective service; · 
. (i) social relief; (iv) . . . . 

(xvi) ·. ' 'social worker'' mearis any person registered as a social 
· worker under ·section 17 of the Social. and Associated 

Workers Act, 1978; (v) . . . , , 
(xvii) "this Act" includes the regulations; (ii) 

(xviii) "welfare committee" means a welfare committee 
appointed under section 11 (5); (xviii) · · 

(xix) ' welfare organization'', means a welfare. organization 
which is registered in terms of section 13 (I) or which is 

· deemed to be registered in terms of section 13 (4); (xix) 
(xx) "welfare programme" means a welfare programme re­

ferred to in section 11 (I) (c). (xx). · · 

. CHAPTER 1 

Act No. 100, 1978 · 

2. (1) There is hereby established a council to be known as the Estab.lis~ent and 
South African Welfare Council, which shall exercise such powers constttutt~n of 

b · · r d d ..r · h fi · t' b South Afncan 
~s may e co~,erre , an pe,~orm sue unc tons as may e Welfare council, 
unposed, upon tt by or under thts Act . . . · .. meetings -

· · . · · · · . · · thereof and • 
45 (2) (a) The council shall consist of so many members, but not remuneration of 

exceeding twenty-one, as the State President may from members. 
time 'to time determine. · ·· · · 

(b) The members of the council shall ~ appointed by the 
State President from persons who, in his opinion, have 

50 expert or special knowledge or· experience. of social 
problems and who ·are able to make a substantial 
contribution to the combating of such problems. 

(3) (a) A member of the council shall be appointed for a period 
not exceeding three years subject to such conditions as 

55 the State President may determine. · 
(b) A member of the council whose period of office has 

expired shall be eligible for reappointment. , 
(c) The period of office of a member of the council may be 

terminated at any time if, in .. the opinion of the State 
60 President, there are good reasons for doing· so. 

(4) If a member of the council dies or vacates his office before 
. the termination of the period for ~hich he has been. appointed, the 
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·State President shall appoint any other person to hold office for 
the unexpired portion of the period for which such member was 
appointed. 

(5) The State President shall designate one of the members of 
5 the council as president of the council and the members of the 

council shall elect one of its members as deputy-president. 
(6) The council shall meet at least twice per annum at such 

times and places as may be determined by the president of· the 
council with the approval of the Minister. . · · · 

10 (7) The quorum for and procedure at meetings of the council 
shall be as prescribed. · 

(8) There may be paid to a member of the council who is not an 
officer in the public service, while he is engaged on work of the 
council, such fees and such travelling and subsistence allowances 

15 as may ·be determined by the Minister in consultation with the 
Minister of Finance. · 
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3. (1) The functions of the council shali be to advise the Functi,ons of 
Government in relation to-- . · . · · . counc1l. 

(a) the general policy which should be followed to promote 
20 and ensure the social stability of the inhabitants of the 

Republic and to prevent social decline; . . 
(b) the measures generally necessary to combat or prevent 

social problems; 
(c) the measures particularly necessary for stabilizing, 

25 protecting or promoting family life or married life or the 
welfare of the aged or children or physically or mentally 
handicapped persons or other groups of the population; 

(d) the measures which should be taken in order to improve 
social welfare services in the Republic; . 

30 (e) the rendering of social welfare services by welfare and 
other organizations and matters connected therewith; 

(j) any research which should be undertaken in connection . 
with any social problem; · · 

(g) any social welfare matter referred to the council by the 
35 ' Minister or about which the council deems it necessary 

· or desirable to advise the Government, · 
and to provide information and guidance to welfare organizations 
in connection with social welfare services. · 

(2) The council may with the approval of the Minister arrange 
40 conferen'ces in connection with social problems or matters relating 

to its functions. · · 
(3) The council shall, at least twice during its term of office and 

at such other times as the Minister may determine, submit to the 
Government a report on the performance of the ·functions · of the 

45 council. 

. 4. (I) The Secretary shall appoint an officer . in lhe public Appointment of 
service as secretary of the council, who shall also perform the secretary to council 
administrative work of the council. 

(2) The secretary of the council shall perform his functions 
50 under the supervision and guidance of the council and shall be 

subject to the administrative control of the Secretary. 

55 

60 

CHAPTER 2 

EsTABLISHMENT OF REGIONS AND REGIONAL WELFARE BOARDS 

S. The Minister rna~ by notice in the Gazette- . Est~blishment of 
(a) establish reg10ns, each of which shall consist of one or regmns. 

more magisterial districts, and determine the name by 
which such a region shall be known; · 

(b) increase or decrease the limits of any region or alter the 
name by which it is known or abolish any region or 

· incorporate any region with any other region; 
(c) amend or withdraw any notice under this section by 

similar notice. . · . · 

6. The Minister shall ·by notice in the Gazette establish a Establishment of 
regional welfare board for each region. regional welfare 

boards. 
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. 7. ( l) A regional welfare board shall. ~onsist of so many Co~stitution of 
members, but not exceeding fifteen and not less· than eleven, as reg10nal welfare 
the Minister may from time to time determine. . . boards. 

(2) The members of a regional welfare board shall be appointed 
5 by the Minister and at least three-fourths of such members shall be 

persons whose names appear on the nomination list for the region 
concerned. . .· . . 

(3) The Minister · shall designate one of the members . as 
chairman and another member as deputy chairman of the regional 

10 welfare board. . · · 

. 8. (1) A member of a regional welfare board shall be appointed Period of office of 
for ·a period of three years subject to such conditions as the me!fibers of 
Minister may determine. . . . . regtonal welfare 

{2) If a member of a regional welfare board dies or vacates his boards. 
15 office before the termination of the period for which he has been 

appointed, the Minister shall, with due regard to the provisions of 
this Act, appoint any other person to hold office for the unexpired 
portion of the period for which such member was appointed. . 

(3) A member of a regional welfare board whose· period of 
20 office has expired shall be eligible for reappointment. · 

· (4) The period of office of a member of a regional welfare 
board may be terminated by the Minister at any time if, in the 
opinion; of the Minister, there are good reasons for doing so. .. . 

9. · (1) A regional welfare board and its executive committee Meetings, and 

25 shall meet at such times and places as may be l'rescribed. · . q:~~!o~tnd 
(2) The quorum for. and procedure at meetmgs of a regional ~eetings of . . 

welfare board and its executive committee shall be as prescribed. regional ~elfare 
(3) The chairman of a regional welfare board shall preside at boards. and 

the meetings Of the board, and Of itS eXeCUtiVe COmmittee at Which exeCU';iVe 
30 h · d · h b. f h h. · · . commlttees. e ts present, an m t e a sence o t e c atrman at any meetmg 

the. deputy chairman shall preside. at the meeting. 

10, (1) The Minister shall as soon as practicable after the Prep:n-a~on <!f 
commencement of this section prepare in respect of each region a nomination lists. 
list of the names of persons resident or employed in the region 

35 who have been nominated in terms of subsection (2) to serve on 
the regional welfare board for that region. · 

(2) The Minister shall, for the purposes of subsection (l), by 
such• public notice as he may deem fit, request the nomination 
college of each region to submit to him the names of persons who 

40 are competent and willing to serve on the regional welfare board 
· for the region concerned. ' · · 

· (3) (a) The nomination college of any region shall consist of-
, · (i) the management of each welfare organization, and 

of each branch of a welfare organization, which is 
45 ·' registered or is deemed to be registered in respect 

of the region concerned; · 
(ii) the management of each national council; 
(iii) the executive authority of each training institution 

· , in the region concerned; 
SO . ·• · · (iv)· the management of each professional association of 

· social workers in the region concerned. 
(b) Each management or 'executive authority referred to in 

· · · paragraph (a) may submit the names of not more than 
· five persons referred to in subsection (1), and each name 

55 thus submitted shall be phiced on the nomination list for 
the region in which such person is resident or employed, 
unless his name already appears on the list. 

(c) A national council shall not submit any name in respect 
of a region for which it has not been established as a 

60 :. national council. 
{4) (a) Nomination lists shall be revised by regional welfare 

· boards every twelve months as from the date of the 
notice referred to in subsection (2) and such a board 
may on such revision recommend to the Minister that 

65 tlie name of any person who is no longer available or 
competent · to serve on the board be removed from the . . . 
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list, and submit to the Minister the name of any other 
. person in substitution of any name so removed. 

(b) A nomination college may submit to· the regional 
welfare board the names of competent persons to replace 

5 persons whose names are removed in terms of paragraph 
(a). 

(5) Any person who is a member, or who is in the service, of a 
welfare organization or any branch of such an organization, or 
who is engaged in the training of persons in· social work at a 

10 training institution, or who is a social worker or who is 
participating in the functions or activities of a welfare organiza­
tion, may be nominated under subsection (2) if he is resident or 
employed in the region' in respect of which he is nominated. 

(6) Nomination lists shall, subject to the provisions of 
15 subsection (4), remain in force for a period of three years as from 

the date of the notice referred to in subsection (2), or for such 
shorter period as the Minister may determine, after which fresh 
lists . shall be prepared in accordance with the provisions of 
subsection:(l). · · 

20 (7) For the purposes of this section, "training institution" shall 
mean a training institution as referred to in section 15 (4) of the 
Social Workers and Associated Workers Act, 1978: Provided that 
for the purposes of preparing a first list in terms of subsection (1), 
any institution for the training of persons which immediately prior 

25 to the commencement of this Act could lawfully submit the names 
of persons for insertion on a nomination list referred to in section 
15 (2) of the National Welfare Act, 1965 (Act No. 79 of 1965), 
shall be deemed to be a training institution. 

11.· (1) The powers and functions of a regional welfare board Powe_rs and 
30 shall be~ . · · . · fun~tlons of 

( ) . . h . l bl h' h . . reg10nal welfare a to mvesttgate t e soc1a pro ems w 1c ·occur m 1ts boards and 
region, and to consider, plan and propose measures for appointment of 
the solution thereof· executive 

(b) to determine of its 'own accord or at the request of the committees an? 
35 Secretary or otherwise, the existing or future welfare welfare committees. 

needs of the inhabitants of its region or any part thereof; 
(c) to plan and prepare a welfare programme. with a view to 

the future development or provision of the social welfare 
serviCes or facilities which are likely to be necessary to 

40 satisfy the welfare needs referred to iii paragraph (b), 
and to recommend the order of priority in which such 
services or facilities should be accorded; 

(d) to obtain the co-operation. of welfare organizations in 
order to ensure efficient and co~ordinated action by such 

45 ·organizations during emergencies; · 
(e) to encourage, promote and co-ordinate the rendering of 

social welfare services by welfare organizations in its 
region and, without curtailing the right of such welfare 
organizations to self-determination, to stimulate the 

50 development of such services in a manner calculated. to 
ensure an efficient, purposeful and fully co-ordinated 
social welfare service for its region; . 

(f) to regulate the registration of welfare organizations and 
matters relating thereto; . 

55 (g) to consult with other regional welfare boards on any 
matter in connection with social welfare or the rendering 
or provision of social welfare services or facilities; 

(h) to advise the Secretary in regard to any matter relating 
. to its functions; . 

60 (iY to perform such other functions as may be imposed upon 
it by or in terms of this Act or by the Minister or the 
Secretary. · 

(2) A regional welfare board may. with the approval ut the 
Secretary, arrange for discussions and conferences in connection 

65 with ~y matter relating to its. functions. 
(3) A regional welfare board shall report to the Minister on its 

activities . annually or in respect of such other periods as the 
Minister may determine. 

11 
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(4) (a) A regional welfare boafd may appoint an executive 
committee which shall consist of the chairman, the 
deputy chairman and three other members of the board. 

(b) The executive committee shall. perform the functions 
5 assigned to it by the regional welfare board which 

appointed it. . 
. (5) (a) Subject to the provisions of this Act, any regional 

welfare board may, with the approval of the Secretary, 
appoint welfare committees for any area determined by 

10 the board within its region, to perform within such area 
such functions of the board; other than the functions 
referred to in subsection (1) (f) and (g), as the board 
may assign to . it, and to advise the board on social 
welfare services and facilities for such area. 

15 (b) A · welfare committee shall consist of not more than 
seven members. 

· (c) · A regional welfare board shall designate one of the mem­
bers of a welfare committee as the chairman thereof. 

(d) .<Subject to the provisions of paragraph (e), a welfare 
20 committee shall be appointed for such period as may be 

determined by the reg1onal welfare board. 
(e) . A member of a welfare . committee shall not be 

appointed for a. period-which exceeds the period for 
· which the members of the regional welfare board 

25 concerned have been appointed. · 
(f) . The appointment • of a member of a welfare committee 

may . for good reasons be terminated by the regional 
welfare board which appointed it. · · 

(g) The quorum for and procedure at meetings of a welfare 
30 committee shall be as prescribed. .. , .. 

(6) The administrative functions of a regional welfare board 
shall be performed by an officer in the public service designated 

·, by the Secretary and who shall be known as the secretary of the 
board concerned. · ·. · 

No. 6094 
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35 12. (1) ·Every regional . welfare bo~d shall as soon as Welfare programme. 
practicable after the commencement of this section, and thereafter 
at the prescribed times or whenever it deems -it necessary or is 
requested thereto by the Minister or the Secretary-

( a) determine the existing and future-welfare needs of the 
40 inhabitants or any particular section of the inhabitants of 

its region or any part thereof, and for this purpose 
investigate and consider any representations received in 

· • this connection; 
. (b) plan and prepare in the prescribed manner a welfare 

45 programme, and make . the recommendation, referred to in 
section 11 (1) (c), for: the purpose of providing·in any 

.. welfare needs determined under paragraph (a) of this 
subsection. 

{2) A regional welfare board shall as soon as possible furnish 
50 any welfare organization or body which, or any person who, to the 

knowledge of the board, has a substantial and direct interest in the 
rendering or provision of any social welfare service or facility 
referred to in a welfare programme prepared by the board, or from 
which or from whom any representations ·have been received in 

55 connection with such service or facility, with the particulars which 
have been included in such programme with regard to such service · 

. or facility. · . 
(3) Every welfare programme prepared by a regional welfare 

board shall, together with any representations received in connec-
60 tion therewith and any comment which the regional welfare board 

may desire to make thereon, be submitted for consideration and · 
approval to the Minister at the prescribed times. 

(4) A regional welfare. board may at any time prior to such 
submission amend any welfare programme prepared by it · · . 

65 (5} (a) The Minister may approve or reject, or partly approve · 
. and partly reject, any welfare programme submitted to 

·. him or . refer it back to the regional welfare board 
concerned for further investigation or consideration or 
such other action as he may deem fit. ' ' · 

13 
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(b) If the Minister approves or partly approves a welfare 
programme, he may impose such conditions iii 'connec­
tion with the implementation of the programme or any 
part thereof as he may deem fit. · · 

5 (6) If at any time·after the approval of a welfare programme it 
is in the opinion of the Minister necessary or desirable to amend 
or reconsider the programme, he may refer it back to the regional 
welfare board concerned for amendment or reconsideration. 

CHAPTER 3 

10 REGISTRATION OF WELFARE ORGANIZATIONS 

No. 6094 
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13. (I) Subject to the provisions of this Act, a regional welfare Registration of 
board may, on the application of a fund-raising organization as welfa~ . 
defined in section I of the Fund-raising Act. 1978, which is orgamzauons. 
contemplating the rendering of social welfare services in the 

15 region for which the said board has been established, and if it is 
. satisfied that such social welfare services · will provide· in the 

· welfare needs of the community or a specified part of the 
community of its region and that the organization will probably be 
capable of complying with the prescribed requirements which . 

20 apply in the case of a welfare organization, register · the 
fund-raising organization as a welfare organization for the said 
region subject to the prescribed conditions and any other 
conditions, and with the objects, specified by the regional welfare 
board, and issue a registration certificate containing the prescribed 

25 particulars to the fund-raising organization. ' 
(2) The regional welfare board which issues the registration 

· ; certificate under subsection (1) may at any time record on the 
registration certificate the prescribed particulars of any registered 
branch of the welfare organization concerned, which renders 

30 social welfare services in the region in question, ·or classify in the 
prescribed manner such welfare organization or branch and record 
the Classification· on the registration certificate. 

(3) The regional welfare board with which an application under 
subsection' (I) is lodged, may require the fund-raising organization 

35 concerned to furnish such further information with reference to the 
application as the board may consider necessary or expedient, and 
may cause. the application to be investigated in order to obtain 
such further information relating to the application as may be 
necessary. 

40 (4) Any organization which at the commencement of this 
section is rendering social welfare services in the Republic and 
which, immediately prior to such commencement; was registered 
as a welfare· organization in terms ofthe National'Welfare Act, 
1965 (Act No. ·79 of 1965), or which, at such commencement, is 

45 the holder of a valid letter of delegation granted under section 27 
of that Act, shall, for · a period of two years ·after such 
commencement, be deemed to be registered or recorded in terms 
of this Act as a welfare organization or branch of such · an 
organization, respectively. 

50 14~ (I) A regional welfare board may at any time amend any AmendJ?lent, 
registration certificate in order to correct any error therein and su.spens•on or 

rna~ at . the request o~ any organization !o which a. registration :~~~tlo~ of 
certificate has been 1ssued, vary, substitute · or Withdraw any certificate. 
condition attached thereto or add any condition thereto, and may, 

55 after enquiry in the prescribed manner, at discretion,· amend such 
registration certificate for any reason other than the afore~men­
tioned reasons or substitute therefor a fresh registration certificate. 

(2) If any organization to which a registration certificate has 
been. issued, refuses or fails, after .a written request by the 

60 secretary of the regional welfare board concerned, to return the 
registration certificate, for the amendment thereof in terms of 
subsection (1), to the board within a period of fourteen days after 
such request. the board may withdraw the registration certificate 
without further notice. . 

65 (3) A regional welfare. board may at any time at the request of 
any welfare organization to which a registration certificate has 

15 
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been issued, withdraw the registration certificate, or may, after 
enquiry' in the · prescribed · manner, withdraw the • registration 
certificate if it is satisfied"- · ·' · · · 

(a) that such welfare organization or any branch mentioned 
5 in its registration certificate has refused . or failed to 

comply with any provision or condition of the regis-
. · tration certificate; · · ' · · 
(b) that such welfare organization has wilfully made a false 
· · or misleading statement, or furnished false or misleading 

10 information, in or in connection with any application in · 
terms of this· Act; · . . · -· • ·• • · 

' ·(c) that such welfare organization has been lawfully dis­
solved or · that it has not, for a period of one year, · 
functioned in furtherance of its objects; or 

15 · (d) that such' welfare ·organization ··does not ·pursue its 
objects effectively or that no substantial need exists for 
the social welfare services rendered by it. . 

(4) A regional welfare board holding an enquiry in terms of: 
subsection (3) may direct that the management of the welfare 

20 organization concerned shall appear at such enquiry, or that the 
management of any other welfare organization registered by such 
board or of any organization which has applied to such board for 
registration in terms of this Act and · which is rendering social · 
welfare services that are essentially similar to the social welfare 

25. services rendered. by such first-mentioned welfare organization or 
which is pursuing objects essentially similar to the objects of such 
first-mentioned welfare organization, shall appear before such 

· · board, to reply to the questions or to discuss any matter relating to 
the subject of such enquiry which the board may raise. · · 

30 · (5) A regional welfare board may, in lieu of withdrawingany 
registration certificate for any reason referred· to in subsection (3) 
(a), (b) or (c), suspend, except in the case of a welfare 
organization which has been lawfully dissolved, the registration 
certificate for such period and on such conditions as it may deem 

35 fit. . 
(6) (a) Subject to the provisions of paragraph (b), the 

amendment, . suspension or withdrawal of any regis­
tration certificate in terms of this section shall come into 
operation on the date· on which a written notice of the · 

40 amendment, suspension or withdrawal is served in the 
prescribed manner by the secretary • of the regional 

· · · welfare board concerned on the welfare organization to 
which the registration certificate was issued. ·-: ·· 

(b) If the service of the notice referred to in paragraph (a) 
45 is, in the opinion of the said secretary, not practicable in 

any particular case, he may cause a prescribed notice of 
the amendment, suspension or withdrawal to be pub- ' 

· · lished in the Gazette, whereupon such · amendment, 
suspension or withdrawal shall be deemed to come into 

50 operation on the date on : which the notice is so 
published . 
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. ts.· (1) A welfare: 'organization or other organization. which is APJ?t.al against 
aggrieved by a decision of a regional welfare board relating to the dec~siO;;s 0\f 
rejection of an application under section 13 or to the amendment, :!~n we are 

55 suspension or withdrawal of a registration certificate, may, in the · 
. , prescribed manner, appeal against the decision to an appeal 

committee constituted by the Minister for the particular_case. 
(2) The commencement of an ·amendment, a suspension or a 

withdrawal of a registration _certificate . shall be postponed by the 
60 noting of an appeal in terms of subsection (I) until the date on 

which the appeal _is withdrawn or is disposed of by .the appeal 
committee. · . 

(3) Such appeal committee shall consist of-
( a) a magistrate with at least ten years' experience as 

65 ._magistrate, who shall be the chairman; and . · 
(b) two :persons who are not -members of the regional 

welfare board concerned or of a committee of that board 
and who, in the opinion of the Minister. have experience 

17 
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and knowledge of the functions of welfare organizations 
and who have no· direct interest in the affairs of the 
appellant and are not in the employ of the appellant or in 

. . the public service. _ . . · . · 
· 5 (4) The appellant may appear before the. appeal committee by a 

member of its management or by counsel or an attorney or may 
submit written statements or arguments in support of its appeal. 

(5) The procedure to be followed in connection with the noting . 
and prosecution of an appeal lodged in terms of this section, shall 

10 be as prescribed. ·: · :·, . i , · ·. ~ 
. · . (6} The appeal committee .may confirm or set aside the decision . 

· of the· regional welfare board concerned· or. give the decision 
which such board, in the opinion of the appeal committee, should 
have given, and may direct such board ~o do everything necessary 

15 to give effect to the decision of the appeal committee. ' i · 
(7) A person who is appointed to an appeal committee in tenns 

of subsection (3) (b), may be paid . such remuneration , and 
allowances as the Minister may determine in consultation with the 
Minister of Finance. · · -,: 

I ; ; '· J' ',,~ ·'; • 

20 16. A registration certificate issued .· under section 13 shall Pe~od o.fvalidity of 
remain in force until withdrawn. onubstituted under this Act regi~fitrauon 

· · certl cate. 
-~ .. .' . ; :/ ~ .' : .- '. .. . 

17. A regional welfare board may, upon the application of the Org!lllization whose 
management of any organization whose certificate of registration c~ruficate has been 
h be 'thd d. h' A d af h . f wtthdrawn may . as· en w1 rawn · un er. t ts ct,. an . ter t e exptry . o :a again be registered. 

25 period which the board may .deem fit,· issue a fresh registration 
certificate in respect of such organization, and the provisions of 
seCtion · 13 shall · mutatis mutandis ·apply in . relation to such 

30 

application. · : _ · .;< ::· · ... ·: · ·: ,., : • · ·' 
. . . ~ . . 

•I : ' ,/' "j, ' I • , ' 

.. · CHAPTER 4 · . 

. . . . ·- . ~ ~ . . . t J 

18. (1) The Minister may delegate to the Secretary or any other Delegation of 
officer of the department of which the Secretary is the head; any powers. 
power conferred upon the Minister by this ·Act, . except a power, 
referred to in section 5, 6; 7 or 21. · · 

35 (2) · The Secretary may.· with the . approval of the , Minister 
authorize· any · other , officer· ~ of the · department . of·. which the 
Secretary is the head, to excercise any power conferred upon the 
Sec~tary by this Act. ·-· : · · .. 

: '·'' ' ,·: ... " · _.,.· -. ' , : ,;' . · .. :.:. . ,. _·: · ' . ,; ' . ,' 
19. (l) There may be paid to any member of a regional welfare Allowances to 

40 board or an executive committee or a welfare committee,, who is members of, and 
·not in the full-time service•of:the state, .while he is engaged on ~~~i~';! 
work . connected with the bu~iness of s~ch board or such incurred by, . 
committee, such fees. and travelhng and subststence allowances· as regional welfare. 
may · be determined by the Minister in consultation with the boards. and · 

45 Minister of Finance :. · . . . · : , . . . : ; commtttees. 

. > (2). The • expenditure incurred by. ~Y regional ·welfare board,: 
executive committee orwdfare committee in the -performance of 
its functions shall be paid by the Minister in consultation with the 

. Minister of Finance out of moneys appropriated by Parliament for 
50 the purpose. '. · · 

20. (l) The Minister may in consultation with the Minister of Fin.ancial aid t? '._ 
Finance and on such conditions as he may deeni fit make grants to nauonal counctls 

· a1 'l 1r · · · b h f h and welfare natiOn counct s or we 1are organtzattons or ranc es o sue organizations. 
organizations out of moneys appropriated by ·Parliament for the 

55 purpose. 
(2) A grant made in terms of subsection {1) shall be subject to 

the prescribed conditions and to such other conditions as the 
Minister may determine. . · . · 

21. (1) The Minister may make regulations with regard to- Regulations. 
60 (a) the form of any application, certificate, notice, register 

or summons which is required to be, or may be, made, 
granted, given, issued or kept under this Act, and any 
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other form required for the administration of the 
provisions of this Act; . 

(b) the registration of welfare organizations; 
(c) the records and registers to be kept by regional welfare 

5 boards, welfare organizations and branches and commit­
tees of such organizations and welfare. committees and 
the mariner in which and ·places where· the records and 
registers shall be kept and be dealt with and the returns 
and reports which shall be furnished; 

10 (d) the circumstances under which, the purposes for which 
and the conditions subject to which the expenditure 

. referred to in sections 2 (8) and 19 (1) shall be paid, and 
the manner in which any moneys paid thereunder shall 
be accounted for; · 

15 (e) the functions which may be performed by executive 
committees and welfare committees; 

(f) the procedure which shall be followed in connection 
with the noting and prosecution of an appeal in terms of 
section 15; . 

20 (g) any other matter which is required to be, or may be, 
prescribed under any provision of this Act, or which the 
Minister considers necessary or expedient to prescribe in 
order that the objects of this Act may be achieved. · 

22. (1) The State President may by proclamation in the Gazette Administration of 
25 assign the administration of all the provisions ofthis Act, except Acl 

the provisions of Chapter 1, either generally or in respect of 
persons belonging to a population group specified, or a class 
defined, in the proclamation, to any Minister or partly to one 
Minister and partly to another Minister or other Ministers, and . 

30 may in such proclamation specify the powers and functions which 
shall be exercised or performed by the several Ministers and may 
specify that any power conferred or duty imposed upon any 
Minister by this Act, shall . be exerciSed or performed by the 
Minister acting in consultation with another Minister. 

35 (2) The State President may by like proclamation vary oramend 
. any such proclamation. · 

23. The National Welfare Act, 1965 (Act No. 79 of 1965), the Repeal of laws. 
· National Welfare Amendment Act, 1971 (Act No. 13 of 1971), 
and the National Welfare Amendment Act, 1976 (Act No. 44 of 

-40 1976); are hereby repealed in so far as they relate to the 
establishment and functions of the National Welfare Board, the 
commissions of the National Welfare Board and regional welfare 
boards and to the registration and control of welfare organizations 
referred to in the said Acts. · 

45 24. (1) This Act shall be called the National Welfare Act, 1978, Short title and 
anjl .shall come into o~ratfon on a date to be fixed by the State commencemenl 

...Prestdent by proclamatton m the Gazette. · · 
(2) Different dates may be fixed under section (1) in respect of 

different provisions of this Act. 


