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It is hereby notified that the State President has assented to |-

the following Act which is

hereby published for general
information:— : ) Cop Tty ta

No. 54 of 1979: Prisons Amendment Act, 1979,

|~ DEPARTEMENT VAN DIE EERSTE MINISTER

1 Junie 1979.
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No. 1169.
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Act No. 54,1979 .PRISONS AMENDMENT ACT, 1979.

GENERAL EXPLANATORY NOTE:
[ J Words in bold type in square brackets indicate omissions from

CXISlll'lg enactments

Words underlined with solid line indicate inscrtions in existing
enactments.

ACT

To amend the Prisons Act, 1959, in order to reduce the
number of strokes which may be imposed for an escape
or atiempted escape accompanied by violence; to increase
the power of the Commissioner of Prisons to release
prisoners on parole; to provide for the issue of a warrant
of arrest, and for the detention, of a prisoner who fails to
observe a condition of his release on parole; and for the
treatment, trammg and employment of all classes of
prisoners detained in a hospital prison for psychopaths;
to regulate the detention. of judgment debtors; and to
effect certain ' textual alteratlons, and to provnde for

» incidental matters.

(Englzsh text signed by the State President. )
(Assented to 21 May 1979, ) e

BE IT ENACTED by the State Prcs1dent, the Senate and the
House of Assembly of the Repubhc of South Afnca, as

follows:— . - _
Amendment of - 1. Section 48 of the Prisons Act, 1959 (hereinafter referred fo
ﬁg%ﬁg"é as the principal Act), is hereby amended by the substitution in the 3
’ Afnkaans text of paragraph (b) of subsection (1) for the word
‘““ontsnap”’ of the word ‘‘ontvlug’?, and by the substitution in that
subsection for thc words *ten strokcs” of the words ‘‘seven
'strokes” L
Amendment of 2. Section 68 of the pnn01pal Act is hcreby amended— 10
section 68 of . (a) by the substitution for paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of
:saa:x:nfdigsl? , the following paragraph:
« section 20 ofy_ - «ww - “Ya). if the total period of imprisonment to be served by
" Act 75 of 195%5 . , a prisoner under one or more sentences does not .
d i . .
;ﬂct %ngnl%s? . exceed [four months] two years; or’’; 15

(b) Dby ihe deletion of paragraph (b) of subsection (1);
(cj by the deletion in the proviso to subsecnon (1) of the
expression ‘‘(b) or’’; and -
(d) by the substitution for subsectlon (2) of the followmg ]
E subsecuon ’ 2()‘
*(2) If the Commissioner is_ satisfied that any such .
~ prisoner has, before the expiration of the period of
. release on parole, failed to observe any condition of
such release on parole he may [by order recall him to
a prison and thereupon he shall be liable] issue a 25
warrant for the arrest of such prisoner, which may: be
executed by any peace officer as defined in section 1 of] .. -
. the Criminal Procedure Act, 1977 (Act No. 51 of 1977),
and which shall serve as authority for the prisoner to be
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* Amendment of
section 81 of
Act 8 of 1959, -
as substituted by
section 20 of

" Act 58 of 1978.

Insertion of
section 81A in
Act 8 of 1959.

Short title.

PRISONS AMENDMENT ACT, 1979.

detained in prison until lawfully discharged or released
therefrom [and if at large he shall be deemed to be
unlawfully at largel -

3. Section 81 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the
substitution for subsection 3) of the following subsection: ;

“‘(3) A President’s patient and any other person detained in

a hospital prison for psychopaths shall receive such treatment

and training and may be compelled to perform such work as

" the Commissioner may [prescribe] determine from time to

-time, unless the medical officer has certified that Lsuch 10

treatment or] the pcrformance of such work is unjurxous to
the health of such President’s patient or such other person.’’

4. The following section is hereby inserted in the principal Act
after section 81:

“Detention of

judgment
debtors.

- for the periodical detention of a judgment debtor shall
_commence on the day on which the judgment debtor
~ s received at the prison, and a judgment debtor shall

*dlscharged from further detention.
" sentences of periodical detention, or where one or

* - subsist in respect of the same judgment debtor, each

. a prison, escapes, or is irregularly discharged, from
_+ . custody, his further detention shall be deemed to have
. been suspended on the date -of his escape or

81A. (1) An order for the detention and a sentence

15

be detained for the full continuous period mentioned
in the order or, as the case may be, for the interrupted
periods agreed upon that the sentence of periodical
detention shall be served, unless he is sooner lawfully

(2) Where several orders of detention or several
more such orders and one or more such sentences,

such order and each such sentence shall be served the
one after the expiration-of the other, unless the court
which made any such order or which imposed any
such sentence has expressly directed otherwise.

(3) Where a judgment debtor, after he is received at

20
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discharge, as the case may be, and sha.ll be resumed!
on the date of h1s recomnuttal to pnson

- 5, ThlS Act shall be called the Pnsons Amendment Act, 1979,
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