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It is hereby notified that the State President has 
assented to the following Act which is hereby published 
for general information:-

Hierby word bekend gemaak dat die Staatspresident sy 
goedkeuring geheg het aan die onderstaande Wet wat 
hierby ter algemene inligting gepubliseer word:-

~o. 20 of 1985: Animals Protection Amendment Act, No. 20van 1985: Wysigingswet op Dierebeskerming, 
1985. 1985. 
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2 No. 9653 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 3 APRIL 1985 

Act No. 20, 1985 ANIMALS PROTECTION AMENDMENT ACf, 1985 

GENERAL EXPLANATORY NOTE: 

[ 

Amendment of 
section 3 of 
Act 24 of 1935. 

Substitution of 
section 5 of 
Act 24 of 1935, 
as substituted by 
section 2 of 
Act 7 of 1972. 

Amendment of 
section 7 of 
Act 24 of 1935, 
as amended by 
section 4 of 
Act 7 of 1972 
and section 1 of 
Act 54 of 1983. 

] Words in bold type in square bJackets indicate omissions from 
existing enactments. 

Words underlined with solid line indicate insertions in existing 
enactments. 

ACT 
To amend the Performing Animals Protection Act, 1935, so as to 

emend the Afrikaans text of section 3 (2) and to increase cer
tain penalties; to amend the Animals Protection Act, 1962, so 
as to increase certain fines; to increase the maximum amount 
of compensation which can be granted to a person in respect 
of loss suffered or expense incurred by him as a result of an 
offence committed in terms of the last-mentioned Act; to sub
stitute a reference to a repealed Act and to delete a similar 
reference; and to make other provision in respect of the dis
posal of any animal or thing seized in the course of the pre
vention of cruelty to animals; and to provide for matters con
nected therewith. 

(English text signed by the State President.) 
(Assented to 15 March 1985.) 

BE IT ENACTED by the State President and the Parliament 
of the Republic of South Africa, as follows:-

1. Section 3 of the Performing Animals Protection Act, 1935, 
is hereby amended by the substitution in the Afrikaans text of 
subsection (2) for the word "lisensie" of the word "sertifikaat". 5 

2. The following section is hereby substituted for section 5 of 
the Performing Animals Protection Act, 1935: 

. "Obstruction 5. Any person who wilfully obstructs, delays or 
of police otherwise interferes with a police officer in the exer-
officer. cise of the powers herein granted, or who conceals 10 

any animal with intent to defeat the exercise of such 
powers, or otherwise hampers or impedes the exer
cise of such powers shall be guilty of an offence and 
liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding [one hun
dred rand] R2 000 or to imprisonment for a period 15 
not exceeding [three] ~ months in addition to 
any other penalty imposed for the contravention of 
any provision of this Act or any regulation made 
thereunder.". 

3. Section 7 of the Performing Animals Protection Act, 1935, 20 
is hereby amended by the substitution for paragraph (e) of the 
following paragraph: 

"(e) a penalty of a fine not exceeding [one thousand rand] 
R2 000 or imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
twelve months for a contravention of any regulation,". 25 
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Act No. 20, 1985 

Amendment of 
section 8 of 
Act 24 of 1935, 
as amended by 
section 5 of 
Act? of 1972 
and section 2 of 
Act 54 of 1983. 

Amendment of 
section2of 
Act 71 of 1962, 
as amended by 
section 21 of 
Act 102 of 1972 
and section 3 of 
Act 54 of 1983. 

Amendment of 
section 4 of 
Act 71 of 1962, 
as amended by 
section 9 of 
Act 7 of 1972. 

Amendment of 
section 8 of 
Act 71 of 1962. 

GOVERNMENT GAZETI'E, 3 APRIL 1985 

ANIMALS PROTECTION AMENDMENT ACT, 1985 

4. Section 8 of the Performing Animals Protection Act, 1935, 
is hereby amended by the substitution for subsection ( 1) of the 
following subsection: 

"(1) Any person contravening the provisions of this Act 
or any regulation made thereunder for which a penalty has 5 
not been prescribed or any condition of a licence or certi
ficate shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction 
to a fine not exceeding [one thousand rand] &QQQ. or to 
imprisonment for a period not exceeding twelve months.". 

5. Section 2 of the Animals Protection Act. 1962 (hereinafter 10 
referred to as the principal Act), is hereby amended by the sub
stitution in subsection (1) for the words following upon para
graph (s) of the following words: 

"shall, subject to the provisions of this Act and any other 
law, be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a 15 
fine not exceeding [one thousand rand] R2 000 or in default 
of payment to imprisonment for a perioCi""iiot exceeding 
twelve months or to such imprisonment without the option 
of a fine, or, where any such act or omission is of a wilful 
and an aggravated nature, to a whipping not exceeding six 20 
strokes or to both such a fine and such a whipping or to 
both such imprisonment without the option of a fine and 
such a whipping.". 

6. Section 4 of the principal Act is hereby amended-
(a) by the substitution for subsection (1) of the following 25 

subsection: 
'.'(1) Whenever any person is convicted by a magis

trate's court of an offence under this Act and it is 
proved that such person has by the commission of that 
offence caused loss to any other person or that any 30 
other person has as the result of such offence incurred 
expense in providing necessary veterinary attention or 
.treatment, food . or accommodation for. any animal in 
respect of which the offence was committed or in caring 
for such animal pending the making of an order by the 35 
court for the disposal thereof, the court may, on appli
cation by such other person or by the person conduct
ing the prosecution acting on the instructions of such 
other person, summarily enquire into and determine 
the amount of the loss so caused or expense so incurred 40 
and give judgment against the person convicted and in 
favour of such other person for the amount so deter
mined, but not exceeding an amount of [four hundred 
rand] BiQQ.Q_."; and 

(b) by the substitution for paragraph (a) of subsection (3) 45 
of the following paragraph: 

"(a) any costs incurred in connection with the custody 
of an animal seized ·in terms of the Criminal Pro
cedure Act, [1955 (Act No. 56 of 1955)] 1977 (Act 
No. 51 of 1977), [or the Criminal Procedure Ordi- 50 
nance, 1963 (Ordinance No. 34 of 1963), of the ter
ritory of South-West Africa,] for the purposes of a 
prosecution in terms of this Act; and". 

7. Section 8 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the 
substitution for paragraph (c) of subsection (1) of the following 55 
paragraph: 

" (c) on the arrest of any person on a charge of an offence 
under this Act, seize any animal or thing in the posses
sion or custody of that person at the time of the arrest 
and take it forthwith [before] .12 a [magistrate] police 60 
officer, who shall deal with it in accordance with the 
provisions of the Criminal Procedure Act, 1977 (Act 
No. 51 of 1977);". 
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Act No. 20, 1985 

Amendment of 
section 10 of 
Act 71 of 1962, 
as amended by 
section 4 of 
Act 54 of 1983. 

Short title. 

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 3 APRIL 1985 

ANIMALS PROTECTION AMENDMENT ACT, 1985 

8. Section 10 of the principal Act is hereby amended by the 
substitution for subsection (2) of the following subsection: 

"(2) Such regulations may prescribe penalties for con
travention thereof or failure to comply therewith not ex
ceeding a fine. of [one thousand rand] Bl..QQQ or im- 5 
prisonment for a period of twelve months.". 

9. This Act shall be called the Animals Protection Amend
ment Act, 1985. 




