
DEPARTMENT OF COOPERATIVE GOVERNANCE

DISASTER MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT BILL,2015

The Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs intends introducing
the Disaster Management Amendment Bill, 2015 in the National Assembly during the
first quarter of 2015. The explanatory summary of the Bill is hereby published in
accordance with Rule 241(1)(c) of the Rules of the National Assembly.

The Bill provides for:

The amendment of the Disaster Management Act, 2002, so as to substitute and
insert certain definitions; to clarify policy focus on rehabilitation and functioning of
disaster management centres; to align the functions of the National Disaster
Management Advisory Forum to accommodate the South African National Platform
for Disaster Risk Reduction; to provide for the South African National Defence Force,
South African Police Service and any other organ of state to assist the disaster
management structures; to provide for an extended reporting system by organs of
state on information regarding occurrences leading to the declarations of disasters,
expenditure on response and recovery, actions pertaining to risk reduction and
particular problems experienced in dealing with disasters; to strengthen reporting on
implementation of policy and legislation relating to disaster risk reduction and
management of allocated funding to municipal and provincial intergovernmental
forums established in terms of the Intergovernmental Relations Act, 2005; to
strengthen the representation of traditional leaders in national, provincial and
municipal disaster management advisory forums; to expand the contents of disaster
management plans to include the conducting of disaster risk assessments for
functional areas and the mapping of risks, areas and communities that are
vulnerable to disasters; to provide measures to reduce the risk of disaster through
adaptation to climate change and developing of early warning mechanisms ; to
provide for regulations on disaster management education, training and research
matters and declaration and classification of disasters; and to provide for matters
incidental thereto.
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A copy of the Bill can be found on the website of the Department of Cooperative
Governance: www.cogta.gov.za, and may, after introduction, also be obtained from:

1. Government Printers - Cape Town and Pretoria.

2. The Director-General
For attention: Mr J Dyssel

Department of Cooperative Governance
Private Bag X804
PRETORIA

0001
Telephone: (012) 848 4608 or mobile 082 495 1820
Facsimile: 086 535 1383
e-mail: jurgensd@ndmc.gov.za
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