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GENERAL NOTICES

NOTICE 1159 OF 2014

SOUTH AFRICAN MARITIME AND AERONAUTICAL SEARCH AND RESCUE ACT, 2002
(ACT NO.44 OF 2002), AS AMENDED

SUBSTITUTION OF SCHEDULE 1 (INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON MARITIME
SEARCH AND RESCUE) AND SCHEDULE 2 (ANNEX 12 TO THE CONVENTION ON
INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION)

I, Dipuo Elizabeth Peters, MP, Minister of Transport, under the powers vested in me in
section 3 (2) (a) of the South African Maritime and Aeronautical Search and Rescue Act,
2002 (Act No.44 of 2002), as amended hereby substitute Schedule 1 and 2 with the latest
editions of the International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue and Annex 12 to

the Convention on International Civil Aviation respectively.

This notice will come into operation on the date of publication.

e 4
Dipuo[Peters, MP
Minister of Transport

Date: | |09 [0 !¥
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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME ORGANIZATION
4 Albert Embankment, London SE1 7SR
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IMO PUBLICATION
Sales number: KB955E

Copyright € International Maritime Organization 2006

All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced,
stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form
or by any means without prior permission in writing
from the International Maritime Organization.

NOTE: The name of the Organization as it appears in this publication was
changed to *‘International Maritime Organization” by virtue of amendments
to the Organization’s Convention which entered into force on 22 May 1982.
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Foreword

The International Convention on Maritime Scarch and Rescue (SAR) was
adopted by an intcrnational conference held in Hamburg, Germany, in
April 1979. As its title implics, this Convention is designed to improve
cxisting arrangements and provide a framework for carrying out scarch and
rescuc operations following accidents at sca. Although many countrics have
their own cstablished plans for such emergencies, this was the first time
international procedures had been adopted. The Convention entered into
force in 1985.

Because the Convention imposes considerable obligations on Partics, such
as sctting up the required shore installations, the ratification process of the
Convention has been slow. It was gencrally agreed that onc of the rcasons
for the slow pace of implementation was problems with some provisions of
the SAR Convention itsclf and that these could best be overcome by
amending the Convention.

The Sub-Committee on Radiocommunications and Scarch and Rescuc
(COMSAR) was therefore requested to revise the annex to the Conven-
tion. A draft text was prepared and was approved by the sixty-cighth session
of the Maritime Safety Committec (MSC) in May 1997, and was then
adopted by resolution MSC.70(69) at the sixty-ninth scssion in May 1998.
The revised Convention entered into force on 1 January 2000. It clarifics
the responsibilitics of Governments and puts greater cmphasis on the
regional approach and co-ordination between maritime and acronautical
SAR opcrations.

The 2000 revision applics to the annex of the Convention only. The terms
and dcfinitions contained in chapter 1 have been updated and chapter 2,
which dcals with organization and co-ordination, has been re-drafted to
make the responsibilitics of Governments clearer. Other chapters in the
revised SAR Convention address co-operation between States (chapter 3)
and opecrating procedurcs (chapter 4, which incorporates the previous
chapters 4 (Preparatory mcasures) and 5 (Opcerating procedurcs)). The
original chapter 6 (Ship rcporting systems) has becen updated and
rcnumbered as chapter 5.

The current publication contains the text of the revised SAR Convention as
it has been further amended by resolution MSC.155(78), which was
adopted in May 2004 and cntered into force on 1 July 2006.

11l
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Foreword

The 1979 SAR Conference resolutions arc included without changes
because they are part of the Final Act of the Conference itsclf, although
most of them arc cither implemented or out of date.

v
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International Convention on
Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979

THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION,

NOTING the great importance attached in scveral conventions to the
rendering of assistance to persons in distress at sca and to the cstablishment
by cvery coastal State of adequate and cffective arrangements for coast
watching and for scarch and rescuc scrvices,

HAVING CONSIDERED Reccommendation 40 adopted by the International
Conference on Safety of Lifc at Sca, 1960, which recognizes the desirability
of co-ordinating activitics regarding safcty on and over the sca among a
number of intcr-governmental organizations,

DESIRING to develop and promote these activitics by establishing an
intcrnational maritime scarch and rescuc plan responsible to the nceds of
maritime traffic for the rescuc of persons in distress at sca,

WISHING to promotc co-opcration among scarch and rescuc organizations
around thc world and among thosc participating in scarch and rescuc
opcrations at sca,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article I
General obligations under the Convention

The Partics undcrtake to adopt all legislative or other appropriate measurcs
necessary to give full cffect to the Convention and its anncx, which is an
integral part of the Convention. Unless cxpressly provided otherwise, a
reference to the Convention constitutes at the same time a reference to its
anncx.

Article II
Octher treaties and interpretation

(1) Nothing in the Convention shall prcjudice the codification and
development of the law of the sca by the United Nations Conference on the
Law of the Sca convened pursuant to resolution 2750(XXV) of the General
Asscmbly of the United Nations nor the present or future claims and legal
views of any Statc concerning the law of the sca and the naturce and cxtent of
coastal and flag State jurisdiction.
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(2) No provision of the Convention shall be construed as prcjudicing
obligations or rights of vesscls provided for in other intcrnational
instruments.

Article IIT
Amendments

(1) The Convention may be amended by cither of the procedures
specified in paragraphs (2) and (3) hercinafter.

(2) Amendment after consideration within the Inter-Governmental
Maritime Consultative Organization (hcreinafter referred to as the
“Organization”):

(@) Any amendment proposed by a Party and transmitted to the
Sccretary-General of the Organization (hercinafter referred to as
the Sccretary-General), or any amendment deemed necessary by
“the Sccretary-General” as a result of an amendment to a
corresponding provision of anncx 12 to the Convention on
International Civil Aviation, shall be circulated to all Members
of the Organization and all Partics at Icast six months prior to its
consideration by the Maritime Safcty Committce of the
Organization.

(b)  Partics, whether or not Members of the Organization, shall be
cntitled to participate in the proccedings of the Maritime Safety
Committce for the consideration and adoption of amendments.

(¢) Amendments shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of the
Partics present and voting in the Maritime Safety Committee on
condition that at least onc third of the Partics shall be present at
the time of adoption of the amendment.

(d) Amendments adopted in accordance with subparagraph (c) shall
be communicated by the Sccretary-General to all Parties for
acceptance.

(¢) Anamendment to an article or to paragraphs 2.1.4, 2.1.5,2.1.7,
2.1.10, 3.1.2 or 3.1.3 of the anncx shall be decmed to have been
accepted on the datc on which the Sccretary-General has
reccived an instrument of acceptance from two thirds of the
Partics.

(§ An amendment to the annex other than to paragraphs 2.1.4,
2.1.5,2.1.7, 2.1.10, 3.1.2 or 3.1.3 shall bc deemed to have been
accepted at the end of onc ycar from the date on which it is
communicated to the Parties for acceptance. However, if within
such period of onc year morc than onc third of the Partics notify
the Sccrctary-General that they object to the amendment, it
shall be decmed not to have been accepted.

o
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Article 111

(8

(h)

An amendment to an article or to paragraphs 2.1.4, 2.1.5, 2.1.7,
2.1.10, 3.1.2 or 3.1.3 of thc anncx shall enter into forcc:

(i)  with respect to those Partics which have accepted it, six
months after the date on which it is deemed to have been
accepted,

(i) with respect to those Partics which accept it after the
condition mentioned in subparagraph (c) has bcen met
and before the amendment enters into force, on the date
of entry into forcc of the amendment;

(i) with respect to thosc Partics which accept it after the date
on which the amendment cnters into force, 30 days after
the deposit of an instrument of acceptance.

An amendment to the annex other than to paragraphs 2.1.4,
2.1.5, 2.1.7, 2.1.10, 3.1.2 or 3.1.3 shall cnter into force with
respect to all Partics, cxcept those which have objected to the
amcndment under subparagraph (f) and which have not
withdrawn such objections, six months after the date on which
it is decmed to have been accepted. However, before the date sct
for cntry into force, any Party may give notice to the Sccretary-
General that it cxempts itsclf from giving cffect to that
amendment for a period not longer than onc yecar from the
datc of its entry into force, or for such longer period as may be
determined by a two-thirds majority of the Partics present and
voting in the Maritime Safety Committee at the time of the
adoption of the amendment.

(3) Amendment by a conference:

(@)

(b)

(©)

Upon the request of a Party concurred in by at least onc third of
the Partics, the Organization shall convenc a conference of Partics
to consider amendments to the Convention. Proposed amend-
ments shall be circulated by the Sccretary-General to all Partics at
lcast six months prior to their consideration by the conference.

Amendments shall be adopted by such a conference by a two-
thirds majority of the Partics present and voting, on condition
that at lcast onc third of the Partics shall be present at the time of
adoption of the amendment. Amendments so adopted shall be
communicated by the Seccrctary-General to all Partics for
acceptance.

Unless the conference decides otherwise, the amendment shall
be deemed to have been accepted and shall enter into force in
accordance with the procedurcs specified in subparagraphs
(2)(c), (@2)(f), (2)(g), and 2(h) respectively, provided that
reference in subparagraph (2)(h) to the Maritime Safety
Committec cxpanded in accordance with subparagraph (2)(b)
shall be taken to mean reference to the conference.
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(4) Any dcclaration of acceptance of, or objcction to, an amendment or
any notice given under subparagraph (2)(h) shall be submitted in writing to
the Sccretary-General who shall inform all Partics of any such submission
and the datc of its receipt.

(5) The Secretary-General shall inform States of any amendments which
cnter into force, together with the date on which cach such amendment
cnters into force.

Article IV
Signature, ratification, acceptance, approval and accession

(1) The Convention shall remain open for signaturc at the Headquarters
of the Organization from 1 November 1979 until 31 October 1980 and
shall thereafter remain open for accession. States may become Partics to the
Convention by:

(a) signaturc without rescrvation as to ratification, acceptance or
approval; or

(b) signaturc subject to ratification, acceptance or approval,
followed by ratification, acceptance or approval; or

(c) accession.

(2) Ratification, acceptance, approval or accession shall be effected by the
deposit of an instrument to that cffect with the Secretary-General.

(3) The Sccretary-General shall inform States of any signaturc or of the
deposit of any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
and the date of its deposit.

Article V
Entry into_force

(1) The Convention shall enter into force 12 months after the date on
which 15 States have become Partics to it in accordance with article IV.

(2) Entry into force for States which ratify, accept, approve or accede to
the Convention in accordance with article IV after the condition prescribed
in paragraph (1) has been met and before the Convention enters into force,
shall be on the date of entry into force of the Convention.

(3) Entry into force for States which ratify, accept, approve or accede to
the Convention after the date on which the Convention enters into force
shall be 30 days after the date of deposit of an instrument in accordance
withc article IV.

(4) Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession
deposited after the date of cntry into force of an amendment to the
Convention in accordance with article III shall apply to the Convention, as
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Articles IV, V, VI, VII, VIII

amended, and the Convention, as amended, shall enter into force for a State
depositing such an instrument 30 days after the date of its deposit.

(5) The Sccretary-General shall inform States of the date of entry into
force of the Convention.

Article VI
Denunciation

(1) The Convention may be denounced by any Party at any time after the
cxpiry of five years from the date on which the Convention cnters into force
for that Party.

(2) Decnunciation shall be cffected by the deposit of an instrument of
denunciation with the Sccretary-General who shall notify States of any
instrument of denunciation received and of the date of its receipt as well as
the date on which such denunciation takes cffect.

(3) A denunciation shall take cffect one year, or such longer period as may
be specified in the instrument of denunciation, after its receipt by the
Secretary-General.

Article VII
Deposit and registration

(1) The Convention shall be deposited with the Secretary-General who
shall transmit certificd truc copics thercof to States.

(2) As soon as the Convention cnters into force, the Sccretary-General
shall transmit the text thercof to the Sccretary-General of the United
Nations for registration and publication, in accordance with Article 102 of
the Charter of the United Nations.

Article VIII
Languages

The Convention is cstablished in a single copy in the Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanish languages, cach text being cqually authentic.
Official translations in the Arabic, German and Italian languages shall be
prepared and deposited with the signed original.

DONE AT HAMBURG this twenty-scventh day of April onc thousand ninc
hundred and scventy-nine.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned”, being duly authorized by their
respective Governments for that purpose, have signed the Convention.

* Signatures omitted.
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Annex

Chapter 1
Terms and definitions

1.1 “Shall” is uscd in the annex to indicate a provision, the uniform
application of which by all Partics is required in the interest of safety of life
at sca.

1.2 “‘Should” is used in the anncx to indicatc a provision, the uniform
application of which by all Partics is recommended in the interest of safcty
of lifc at sca.

1.3 The terms listed below arc used in the annex with the following
mcanings:

.1 Search. An opcration, normally co-ordinated by a rescuc co-
ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre, using available personncl
and facilitics to locate persons in distress;

to

Rescue. An opcration to retricve persons in distress, provide for
their initial medical or other nceds, and deliver them to a place

of safety;

.3 Search and rescue service. The performance of distress monitoring,
communication, co-ordination and scarch and rescuc functions,
including provision of medical advice, initial medical assistance,
or medical cvacuation, through the usc of public and private
resources including co-operating aircraft, vessels and other craft
and installations;

.4 Search and rescue region. An arca of defined dimensions associated
with a rescuc co-ordination centre within which scarch and
rescuc scrvices arc provided;

.5 Rescue co-ordination centre. A unit responsible for promoting
cfficient organization of scarch and rescuc scrvices and for co-
ordinating the conduct of scarch and rescuc operations within a
scarch and rescuc region;

.6 Rescue sub-centre. A unit subordinatc to a rescuc co-ordination
centre cstablished to complement the latter according to
particular provisions of the responsible authoritics;

.7 Search and rescue facility. Any mobilc resource, including
designated scarch and rescuc units, used to conduct scarch and
rescuc operations;

.8 Search and rescue unit. A unit composed of trained personnel and
provided with cquipment suitable for the cxpeditious conduct
of scarch and rescuc operations;
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Annex: chapters 1, 2

.9 Alerting post. Any facility intended to scrve as an intermediary
between a person reporting an cmergency and a rescuc co-
ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre;

.10 Emergency phase. A generic term meaning, as the case may be,
uncertainty phasc, alert phasc or distress phasc;

.11 Uncertainty phase. A situation wherein uncertainty cxists as to the
safety of a person, a vessel or other craft;

.12 Alert phase. A situation wherein apprchension cxists as to the
safety of a person, a vessel or other craft;

.13 Distress phase. A situation wherein there is a reasonable certainty
that a person, a vesscl or other craft is threatened by grave and
immincent danger and requires immediate assistance;

.14 On-scene co-ordinator. A person designated to co-ordinate scarch
and rescuc operations within a specified arca;

.15 Secretary-General. The Sccretary-General of the International
Maritime Organization.

Chapter 2
Organization and co-ordination

2.1 Arrangements for provision and co-ordination
of search and rescue services

2.1.1 Partics shall, as they are able to do so individually or in co-opcration
with other States and, as appropriate, with the Organization, participate in
the development of scarch and rescuc scrvices to ensure that assistance is
rendered to any person in distress at sca. On recciving information that any
person is, or appcars to be, in distress at sca, the responsible authoritics of a
Party shall takc urgent steps to cnsurc that the nccessary assistance is
provided. The notion of a person in distress at sca also includes persons in
need of assistance who have found refuge on a coast in a remote location
within an occan arca inaccessible to any rescuc facility other than as
provided for in the annex.

2.1.2 Partics shall, cither individually or, if appropriate, in co-opcration
with other States, cstablish the following basic clements of a scarch and
rescuc scrvice:

.1 lcgal framework;

2 assignment of a responsible authority;
.3 organization of available resources;
4

communication facilitics;

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za




16 No. 38351

GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 19 DECEMBER 2014

SAR Convention, 1979, as amended

.5  co-ordination and opcrational functions; and

.6 processes to improve the scrvice, including planning, domestic
and international co-opecrative relationships and training.

Partics shall, as far as practicable, follow rclevant minimum standards and
guidclines developed by the Organization.

2.1.3 To hclp cnsure the provision of adequate shore-based communica-
tion infrastructure, cfficient distress alert routcing, and proper opcrational
co-ordination to cffectively support scarch and rescuc scrvices, Partics shall,
individually or in co-opcration with other States, cnsurc that sufficient
scarch and rescuc regions arc cstablished within cach sca arca in accordance
with paragraphs 2.1.4 and 2.1.5. Such regions should be contiguous and, as
far as practicable, not overlap.

2.1.4 Each scarch and rescuc region shall be cstablished by agrcement
among Partics concerned. The Secretary-General shall be notified of such
agrecments.

2.1.5 In casc agrecement on the cxact dimensions of a scarch and rescuc
region is not reached by the Partics concerned, thosc Partics shall usc their
best endeavours to reach agreement upon appropriate arrangements under
which the cquivalent overall co-ordination of scarch and rescuc scrvices is
provided in the arca. The Sccretary-General shall be notified of such
arrangements.

2.1.6 Agrecment on the regions or arrangements referred to in paragraphs
2.1.4 and 2.1.5 shall be recorded by the Parties concerned, or in written
plans accepted by the Partics.

2.1.7 The dclimitation of scarch and rescue regions is not related to and
shall not prejudice the delimitation of any boundary between States.

2.1.8 Partics should scck to promote consistency, where applicable,
between their maritime and acronautical scarch and rescuc scrvices while
considering the establishment of maritime scarch and rescuc regions which
shall be cstablished by agreement in accordance with paragraph 2.1.4 or the
reaching of agrecment upon appropriatc arrangements in accordance with
paragraph 2.1.5.

2.1.9 Partics having accepted responsibility to provide scarch and rescue
services for a specified arca shall usc scarch and rescuc units and other
available facilitics for providing assistance to a person who is, or appears to
be, in distrcss at sca.

2.1.10 Partics shall cnsurc that assistancc be provided to any person in
distress at sca. They shall do so regardless of the nationality or status of such
a person or the circumstances in which that person is found.
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Annex: chapter 2

2.1.11 Partics shall forward to the Sccretary-General information on their
scarch and rescuc service, including the:

.1 national authority responsible for the maritime scarch and rescuc
scrviccs;

.2 location of the established rescuc co-ordination centres or other
centres providing scarch and rescuc co-ordination, for the
scarch and rescuc region or regions and communications
therein;

.3 limits of their scarch and rescuc region or regions and the
coverage provided by their shorc-based distress and safety
communication facilitics; and

4 principal types of available scarch and rescuc units.

Partics shall, with priority, updatc the information provided with respect to
any alterations of importance. The Sccretary-General shall transmit to all
Partics the information received.

2.1.12 The Sccretary-General shall notify all Partics of the agreements or
arrangements referred to in paragraphs 2.1.4 and 2.1.5.

2.2 Development of national search and rescue services

2.2.1 Partics shall cstablish appropriatc national procedures for overall
development, co-ordination, and improvement of scarch and rescuc
scrviccs.

2.2.2 To support cfficient scarch and rescuc operations, Partics shall:
1 cnsurc the co-ordinated usc of available facilities; and

.2 cstablish closc co-opcration between scrvices and organizations
which may contribute to improve the scarch and rescuc service
in arcas such as opcrations, planning, training, cxcrciscs and
rescarch and development.

2.3 Establishment of rescue co-ordination centres
and rescue sub-centres

2.3.1 To mcct the requircments of paragraph 2.2, Partics shall individually
or in co-opcration with other States establish rescuc co-ordination centres
for their scarch and rescuc scrvices and such rescuc sub-centres as they
consider appropriatc.

2.3.2 Each rescuc co-ordination centre and rescuc sub-centre, cstablished
in accordancc with paragraph 2.3.1, shall arrange for the reccipt of distress
alerts originating from within its scarch and rescue region. Every such
centre shall also arrange for communications with persons in distress, with
scarch and rescuc facilitics, and with other rescuc co-ordination centres or
rescuc sub-centres.
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2.3.3 Each rescuc co-ordination centre shall be operational on a 24-hour
basis and be constantly staffed by trained personnel having a working
knowledge of the English language.”

2.4 Co-ordination with aeronautical services

2.4.1 Partics shall cnsurc the closest practicable co-ordination between
maritime and acronautical scrvices so as to provide for the most cffective and
cfficient scarch and rescuc scrvices in and over their scarch and rescuc
rcgions.

2.4.2 Whenever practicable, cach Party should cstablish joint rescue co-
ordination centres and rescuc sub-centres to scrve both maritime and
acronautical purposcs.

2.4.3 Whenever scparatc maritime and acronautical rescuc co-ordination
centres or rescuc sub-centres arc cstablished to scrve the same arca, the Party
concerned shall cnsure the closest practicable co-ordination between the
centres or sub-centres.

2.4.4 Partics shall cnsurc as far as is possible the usc of common procedures
by scarch and rescuc units cstablished for maritime purposes and thosc
cstablished for acronautical purposcs.

2.5 Designation of search and rescue facilities

Partics shall identify all facilitics able to participate in scarch and rescue
opcrations, and may designate suitable facilitics as scarch and rescuc units.

2.6 Equipment of search and rescue units

2.6.1 Each scarch and rescuc unit shall be provided with equipment
appropriatc to its task.

2.6.2 Containcrs and packages containing survival cquipment for dropping
to survivors should have the gencral nature of their contents indicated by
markings in accordance with standards adopted by the Organization.

Chapter 3
Co-operation between States

3.1 Co-operation between States

3.1.1 Partics shall co-ordinate their scarch and rescuc organizations and
should, whenever necessary, co-ordinate scarch and rescuc operations with
thosc of ncighbouring Statcs.

* Refer to the Search and Rescue section of the IMO Standard Marine Communication

Phrases (resolution A.918(22)).

10

This gazette is also available free online at www.gpwonline.co.za




STAATSKOERANT, 19 DESEMBER 2014

No. 38351

19

Annex: chapter 3

3.1.2 Unless otherwisc agreed between the States concerned, a Party
should authorize, subject to applicable national laws, rules and regulations,
immediate entry into or over its territorial sca or territory of rescuc units of
other Partics solcly for the purposc of scarching for the position of maritime
casualtics and rescuing the survivors of such casualtics. In such cascs, scarch
and rescuc operations shall, as far as practicable, be co-ordinated by the
appropriate rescuc co-ordination centre of the Party which has authorized
entry, or such other authority as has been designated by that Party.

3.1.3 Unless otherwise agrced between the States concerned, the
authoritics of a Party which wishes its rescuc units to enter into or over
the territorial sca or territory of another Party solcly for the purpose of
scarching for the position of maritime casualtics and rescuing the survivors
of such casualtics, shall transmit a request, giving full details of the projected
mission and the nced for it, to the rescuc co-ordination centre of that other
Party, or to such othcr authority as has been designated by that Party.

3.1.4 The responsible authoritics of Partics shall:
.1 immecdiately acknowledge the receipt of such a request; and

.2 as soon as possible, indicate the conditions, if any, under which
the projected mission may be undertaken.

3.1.5 Partics should cnter into agreements with ncighbouring States sctting
forth the conditions for entry of cach other’s scarch and rescuc units into or
over their respective territorial sca or territory. These agreements should also
provide for cxpediting entry of such units with the lcast possible formalities.

3.1.6 Each Party should authorize its rescuce co-ordination centres:

.1 to request from other rescuc co-ordination centres such
assistance, including vesscls, aircraft, personnel or cquipment,
as may be nceded,;

.2 to grant any nccessary permission for the entry of such vesscls,
aircraft, personnel or equipment into or over its territorial sca or
territory;

.3 to makc the nccessary arrangements with the appropriate
customs, immigration, hcalth or other authoritics with a view
to cxpediting such entry; and

4 to make the necessary arrangements in co-operation with other
RCC:s to identify the most appropriate place(s) for disembarking
persons found in distress at sca.

3.1.7 Each Party shall cnsurc that its rescue co-ordination centres provide,
when requested, assistance to other rescue co-ordination centres, including
assistance in the form of vesscls, aircraft, personnel or cquipment.

3.1.8 Partics should cnter into agrcements with other States, where
appropriatc, to strengthen scarch and rescuc co-opceration and co-
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ordination. Partics shall authorize their responsible authority to make
opcrational plans and arrangements for scarch and rescue co-opceration and
co-ordination with responsible authoritics of other States.

3.1.9 Partics shall co-ordinate and co-opcrate to cnsurc that masters of
ships providing assistance by embarking persons in distress at sca are relcased
from their obligations with minimum further deviation from the ships’
intended voyage, provided that releasing the master of the ship from these
obligations docs not further cndanger the safety of lifc at sca. The Party
responsible for the scarch and rescuc region in which such assistance is
rendered shall excrcise primary responsibility for cnsuring such co-
ordination and co-opcration occurs, so that survivors assisted arc
discmbarked from the assisting ship and dclivered to a place of safcty,
taking into account the particular circumstances of the case and guidclines
developed by the Organization.” In thesc cases, the relevant Partics shall
arrange for such disembarkation to be cffected as soon as rcasonably
practicable.

Chapter 4
Operating procedures

4.1 Preparatory measures

4.1.1 Each rescuc co-ordination centre and rescuc sub-centre shall have
available up-to-datc information cspecially concerning scarch and rescuc
facilitics and available communications rclevant to scarch and rescuc
opcrations in its arca.

4.1.2 Each rescuc co-ordination centre and rescuc sub-centre should have
rcady access to information regarding the position, course, and speed of
vessels within its arca which may be able to provide assistance to persons,
vessels or other craft in distress at sca, and regarding how to contact them.
This information should cither be kept in the rescue co-ordination centre,
or be readily obtainable when necessary.

4.1.3 Each rescue co-ordination centre and rescue sub-centre shall have
detailed plans of operation for the conduct of scarch and rescuc operations.
Where appropriate, these plans shall be developed jointly with the
representatives of those who may assist in providing, or who may bencfit
from, the scarch and rescuc scrvices.

4.1.4 Rescuc co-ordination centres or sub-centres shall be kept informed
of the statc of preparedness of scarch and rescuc units.

* Resolution MSC.167(78) — Guidelines on the treatment of persons rescued at sea (adopted on
20 May 2004).
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4.2 Information concerning emergencies

4.2.1 Partics, cither individually or in co-opcration with other States, shall
cnsurc that they are capable on a 24-hour basis of promptly and rcliably
receiving distress alerts from cquipment used for this purposc within their
scarch and rescuc regions. Any alerting post recciving a distress alert shall:

.1 immediatcly rclay the alert to the appropriatc rescue co-
ordination ccntre or sub-centre, and then assist with scarch
and rescue communications as appropriate; and

.2 if practicable, acknowledge the alert.

4.2.2 Partics shall, where appropriate, cnsurc that cffective arrangements
arc in placc for the registration of communication cquipment and for
responding to cmergencics, to cnable any rescuc co-ordination centre or
sub-centre to access pertinent registration information quickly.

4.2.3 Any authority or clement of the scarch and rescuce scrvice having
rcason to belicve that a person, a vesscl or other craft is in a statc of
cmergency shall forward as soon as possible all available information to the
rescuc co-ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre concerned.

4.2.4 Rescuc co-ordination centres and rescuc sub-centres shall, im-
mediately upon receipt of information concerning a person, a vesscl, or
other craft in a state of emergency, cvaluate such information and determine
the phasc of ecmergency in accordance with paragraph 4.4, and the cxtent of
opcrations rcquired.

4.3 Initial action

Any scarch and rescuc unit receiving information of a distress incident shall
initially take immediate action if in the position to assist and shall, in any
casc without delay, notify the rescuc co-ordination centre or rescue sub-
centre in whosc arca the incident has occurred.

4.4 Emergency phases

To assist in determining the appropriate operating procedures, the following
cmergency phascs shall be distinguished by the rescue co-ordination centre
or sub-centre concerned:

.1 Uncertainty phase:

.1.1  when a person has been reported as missing, or a vessel or
other craft is overduc; or

.1.2 when a person, a vessel or other craft has failed to make an
cxpected position or safety report.
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2 Alert phase:

2.1 when, following thc uncertainty phasc, attempts to cstablish
contact with a person, a vessel or other craft have failed and
cnquirics addressed to other appropriate sources have been
unsuccessful; or

.2.2  when information has been reccived indicating that the
operating cfficiency of a vessel or other craft is impaired, but
not to the cxtent that a distress situation is likely.

Distress phase:

.3.1  when positive information is reccived that a person, a vesscl or
other craft is in danger and in nced of immediate assistance; or

.3.2  when, following the alert phase, further unsuccessful attempts
to cstablish contact with a person, a vesscl or other craft and
morc widespread unsuccessful enquirics point to the probabi-
lity that a distress situation cxists; or

3.3 when information is received which indicates that the
opcrating cfficiency of a vesscl or other craft has been impaired
to the extent that a distress situation is likcly.

4.5 Procedures to be followed by rescue co-ordination centres
and rescue sub-centres during emergency phases

45.1 Upon the declaration of the uncertainty phase, the rescue co-
ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre, as appropriate, shall initiate
cnquirics to determince the safety of a person, a vessel or other craft, or
shall declare the alert phasc.

4.5.2 Upon the declaration of the alert phase, the rescue co-ordination
centre or rescuc sub-centre, as appropriate, shall extend the enquirices for the
missing person, vessel or other craft, alert appropriate scarch and rescuc
scrvices and initiate such action as is neccessary in the light of the
circumstances of the particular casc.

4.5.3 Upon the declaration of the distress phasc, the rescuc co-ordination
centre or rescuc sub-centre, as appropriate, shall proceed as prescribed in its
plans of opcration, as requircd by paragraph 4.1.

4.5.4 Initiation of search and rescue operations when the position of
the search object is unknown

In the event of an emergency phasc being declared for a scarch object whose
position is unknown, the following shall apply:

.1 when an emergency phasc cxists, a rescuc co-ordination centre
or rescuc sub-centre shall, unless it is aware that other centres
arc taking action, assumc responsibility for initiating suitable
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action and confer with other centres with the objective of
designating onc centre to assumc responsibility;

o

unless otherwise decided by agreement between the centres
concerned, the centre to be designated shall be the centre
responsible for the arca in which the scarch object was,
according to its last reported position; and

.3 after the declaration of the distress phase, the centre co-
ordinating the scarch and rescuc operations shall, as appropriatc,
inform other centres of all the circumstances of the emergency
and of all subscquent developments.

4.5.5 Passing information to persons, vessels, or other craft for which
an emergency phase has been declared

Whenever possible, the rescuc co-ordination centre or rescue sub-centre
responsible for scarch and rescue operations shall forward to the person, a
vessel or other craft for which an emergency phase has been declared,
information on the scarch and rescuc operations it has initiated.

4.6 Co-ordination when two or more Parties are involved

For scarch and rescuc operations involving morc than onc Party, cach Party
shall takc appropriatc action in accordance with the plans of opcration
referred to in paragraph 4.1 when so requested by the rescuce co-ordination
centre of the region.

4.7 On-scene co-ordination of search and rescue activities

4.7.1 Thc activitics of scarch and rescuc units and other facilitics cngaged
in scarch and rescuc operations shall be co-ordinated on-scenc to ensure the
most cffective results.

4.7.2 When multiple facilitics arc about to cngage in scarch and rescuc
operations, and the rescuc co-ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre
considers it nccessary, the most capable person should be designated as on-
scene co-ordinator as carly as practicable and preferably before the facilitics
arrive within the specificd arca of operation. Specific responsibilitics shall be
assigned to the on-scene co-ordinator, taking into account the apparent
capabilitics of the on-scene co-ordinator and operational requirements.

4.7.3 If there is no responsible rescuc co-ordination centre or, for any
rcason, the responsible rescuce co-ordination centre is unable to co-ordinate
the scarch and rescuc mission, the facilitics involved should designate an on-
scene co-ordinator by mutual agrcement.

4.8 Termination and suspension of search and rescue operations

4.8.1 Scarch and rescuc operations shall continue, when practicable, until
all rcasonable hope of rescuing survivors has passed.
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4.8.2 The responsible rescuc co-ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre
concerned shall normally decide when to discontinue scarch and rescuc
operations. If no such centre is involved in co-ordinating the operations, the
on-scenc co-ordinator may take this decision.

4.8.3 When a rescuc co-ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre considers,
on the basis of rcliable information, that a scarch and rescuc operation has
been successful, or that the emergency no longer cxists, it shall terminate
the scarch and rescuc operation and promptly so inform any authority,
facility or scrvice which has been activated or notified.

4.8.4 Ifa scarch and rescuc operation on-scenc becomes impracticable and
the rescuc co-ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre concludes that
survivors might still be alive, the centre may temporarily suspend the on-
scenc activities pending further developments, and shall promptly so inform
any authority, facility or scrvice which has been activated or notified.
Information subscquently reccived shall be cvaluated and scarch and rescue
operations resumed when justificd on the basis of such information.

4.8.5 The rescuc co-ordination centre or rescuc sub-centre concerned
shall initiatc the process of identifying the most appropriate place(s) for
discmbarking such persons found in distress at sca. It shall inform the ship or
ships and other relevant parties concerned thercof.

Chapter 5
Ship reporting systems

5.1 General

5.1.1 Ship rcporting systems may be cstablished cither individually by
Partics or in co-opcration with other States, where this is considered
necessary, to facilitate scarch and rescuc operations.

5.1.2 Partics contcmplating the institution of a ship reporting systcm
should takc account of the relevant recommendations of the Organization.
Partics should also consider whether cxisting reporting systems or other
sources of ship position data can provide adcquate information for the
region, and scck to minimize unnccessary additional reports by ships, or the
need for rescue co-ordination centres to check with multiple reporting
systems to determinc availability of ships to assist with scarch and rescuc
opcrations.

5.1.3 The ship reporting system should provide up-to-date information on
the movements of vesscls in order, in the cvent of a distress incident, to:

.1 reduce the interval between the loss of contact with a vessel and
the initiation of scarch and rescuc operations in cascs where no
distress signal has been reccived;
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.2 permit rapid identification of vessels which may be called upon
to provide assistance;

.3 permit delincation of a scarch arca of limited size in casc the
position of a person, a vesscl or other craft in distress is
unknown or uncertain; and

4 facilitatc the provision of urgent medical assistance or advice.

5.2 Operational requirements

5.2.1 Ship reporting systems should satisfy the following requircments:

.1 provision of information, including sailing plans and position
reports, which would make it possible to determine the current
and futurc positions of participating vesscls;

.2 maintcnance of a shipping plot;

.3 rcccipt of rcports at appropriatc intcrvals from participating
vesscls;

4 simplicity in system design and operation; and

.5 usc of intcrnationally agreed standard ship reporting format and
procedurecs.

5.3 Types of reports”

5.3.1 A ship reporting system should incorporate the following types of ship
reports in accordance with the recommendations of the Organization:

.1 Sailing plan;
.2 Position report; and

.3 Final rcport.

5.4 Use of systems

5.4.1 Partics should cncourage all vesscls to report their position when
travelling in arcas where arrangements have been made to collect
information on positions for scarch and rescuc purposcs.

5.4.2 Partics recording information on the position of vesscls should
disscminate, so far as practicable, such information to other States when so
requested for scarch and rescue purposcs.

* Reference is made to resolution A.851(20), General principles for ship reporting systems and
ship reporting requirements, including guidelines for reporting incidents involving dangerous
goods, harmful substances and/or marine pollutants.
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Resolution 1
Arrangements for provision and co-ordination
of search and rescue services

THE CONFERENCE,

NOTING the provisions of the annex to the International Convention on
Maritime Scarch and Rescuc, 1979, concerning arrangements for the
provision and co-ordination of scarch and rescuc services,

NOTING FURTHER that the anncx provides that maritime scarch and rescuc
regions shall be cstablished by agreement among the Partics,

RECOGNIZING that acronautical scarch and rescuc scrvices have been
cstablished by Contracting States to the Convention on International Civil
Awviation,

BEARING IN MIND that closc co-opcration between maritime and
acronautical scarch and rescuc scrvices is cssential,

RECOGNIZING FURTHER the need to provide and co-ordinatc maritime
scarch and rescuce services on a world-widc basis,

NOTING ALSO the nced for further action,

RESOLVES

(a) to urge States to provide, to the cxtent that it may be necessary
and feasible, co-ordination of scarch and rescuc services in all sca
arcas regardless of whether or not they provide those scrvices for
acronautical purposcs;

(b) to urge States to forward to the Inter-Governmental Maritime
Consultative Organization information on their national scarch
and rescuc services and to invite the Sccretary-General of that
Organization to circulate the information reccived to all its
Mecmber Governments;

(c) to invite the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization:

(1) to continuc to work closcly with the International Civil
Aviation Organization in order to harmonize acronautical
and maritime scarch and rescuc plans and procedurcs;
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(2) to publish all available information concerning agreements
on maritime scarch and rescue regions or arrangements for
cquivalent overall co-ordination of maritime scarch and
rescuc scrvices; and

(3) to advisc and assist Statcs in thc cstablishment of their
scarch and rescue scrvices.

Resolution 2
Cost to ships of participation in ship reporting systems
THE CONFERENCE,

NOTING Recommendation 47 of the International Conference on Safety of
Lifc at Sca, 1960,

RECOGNIZING that, with the growing importance of national, and possibly
in the future, of intcrnational ship reporting systems, Recommendation 47
has probably more significance today when it was originally adopted,

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that the absence of any charge for participation
could provide, as has alrcady been demonstrated, a powerful incentive for
ships to co-operatce in voluntary ship reporting systcms,

RECOGNIZING IN ADDITION that ships’ participation in voluntary ship
reporting systems has demonstrated that it has safety advantages,

RECOMMENDS that States should arrange that participation in such systems
shall be free of message cost to the ships concerned.

Resolution 3
Need for an internationally agreed format and
procedures for ship reporting systems

THE CONFERENCE,

CONSIDERING the provisions of chapter 6™ of the anncex to the International
Convention on Maritime Scarch and Rescue, 1979, rclating to ship
reporting systems,

CONSIDERING FURTHER that scveral national ship reporting systems arc in
force at present, using differing procedures and reporting formats,

RECOGNIZING that mastcrs of international trading vesscls moving from an
arca covered by onc ship rcporting system to another could become
confused by these differing procedures and reporting formats,

* This is chapter 5 of the revised annex that has been adopted by MSC.70(69).
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RECOGNIZING FURTHER that the possibility of such confusion could be
much reduced by the adoption of an intcrnationally agreed standard ship
reporting format and internationally agreed standard procedures,

INVITES the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization to
develop, using the annexed format as a basis, an intcrnationally agreed
format for ship reporting systems cstablished for the purposc of scarch and
rescuc in accordance with the provisions of chapter 6* of the annex to the
Convention,

REQUESTS that Organization to cnsurc that all rcporting systems,
cstablished for purposes other than scarch and rescuc, are as far as possible
compatible in reporting format and procedures with those to be developed
for the purposc of scarch and rescuc.

Annex
Ship reporting format and procedurest

FORMAT (scc notc 1)

Message identificr: SHIPREP (arca or system dcsignator)

Type of report: A — A 2-lctter group:
“SP” (sailing plan)
“PR” (position rcport)
“FR” (final rcport)

Ship: B — Namec and call sign or ship station identity

Datce/time (G.M.T.): C — A 6-digit group giving datc of month
(first 2 digits), hours and minutes (last 4
digits)

Position: D — Decparture port (SP) or arrival port (FR)

E — A 4-digit group giving latitude in degrees
and minutes suffixed with “N” or “S”
and a 5-digit group giving longitudc in
degrees and minutes suffixed with “E” or

5‘W’7
Truc coursc: F — A 3-digit group
Speed in knots: G — A 2-digit group
Routc information: H — Intended track (sce note 2)

" This is chapter 5 of the revised annex that has been adopted by MSC.70(69).
* See also resolution A.851(20).
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Datc/time group cxpressed by a 6-digit

group, as in C above, followed by

Datc/time group cxpressed by a 6-digit

E.T.A. I -

destination
Coast radio station J — Namec of station
guarded:
Time of next report: K -

group, as in C above
Miscellancous: L — Any other information

PROCEDURES

The report should be sent as follows:

Sailing rcport

— At, or immediatcly after, departure from a port or when

cntering into the arca covered by a system (sce note 3).

Position report — When the ship’s position varics more than 25 miles
from the position that would have been predicted from
previous rcports, after a coursc alteration, when
required by the system or as decided by the master.

Final rcport — Shortly before or on arrival at destination or when
lcaving the arca covered by a system (scc note 3).
Note 1:  Scctions of the ship reporting format which arc inappropriate

should be omitted from the report. Sce the following cxamples.

Examples of messages produced by using this format:

Sailing plan Position report

SHIPREP SHIPREP

A SP A PR

B NONSUCH/ B NONSUCH]/
MBCH MBCH

C 021030 C 041200

D NEW YORK E 4604N 05123W

F 060 F 089

G 16 G 15

H GC J PORTISHEAD

I 102145 K 061200
LONDON

J PORTISHEAD
K 041200

22

Final report
SHIPREP
A FR

B NONSUCH]/
MBCH

C 110500
D LONDON
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Note 2: In a reporting system, intended track may be reported by:

(a) latitude and longitude for cach turn point, cxpressed as in E
above, together with type of intended track between these
points, for cxample “RL” (rthumb linc) “GC” (great circle)
or ‘“‘coastal”, or

(b) in the casc of coastal sailing, the forecast date and time,
cxpressed by a 6-digit group as in C above, of passing
significant off-shore points.

Note 3:  Sailing plan and final report should be transmitted rapidly, using a
system other than radiocommunications where practicable.

Resolution 4
Search and rescue manuals

THE CONFERENCE,

NOTING that the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization
has prepared a Merchant Ship Scarch and Rescuec Manual (MERSAR)™ and
an IMCO Scarch and Rescue Manual (IMCOSAR)*,

RECOGNIZING that the Merchant Ship Scarch and Rescue Manual provides
valuable guidance for scafarers during emergencics at sca,

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that the IMCO Scarch and Rescuc Manual
contains guidclines for Governments wishing to cstablish or develop their
scarch and rescuc organizations and for personnel who may be involved in
the provision of scarch and rescuc services,

BEING OF THE OPINION that the manuals constitute a valuable supplement
to the International Convention on Maritime Scarch and Rescue, 1979, and
its annex and will greatly contribute towards the objectives of the
Convention,

RESOLVES:

(a) to urge Statcs to usc the guidclines provided in the manuals and
to bring them to the attention of all concerned; and

(b) to cndorsc the action alrcady taken by the Inter-Governmental
Maritime Consultative Organization for amending and keeping
the manuals up to date.

* The MERSAR Manual and the IMCOSAR Manual were superseded by the International
Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue Manual (IAMSAR) Manual in 1998.
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Resolution 5
Frequencies for maritime search and rescue

THE CONFERENCE,

NOTING that thec World Administrative Radio Conference, 1979, will
decide on measures which could have a far-reaching cffect on the frequency
spectrum,

BEARING IN MIND that the frequencics used in the present maritime distress
system do not make adequate provision for ships in distress at a distancc of
morc than approximatcly 150 miles from the coast,

RECOGNIZING that all maritime radiocommunications, whether making
usc of distress or public correspondence frequencics, can have distress and
safcty implications,

URGES the World Administrative Radio Conference, 1979:

(a) to allocate onc frequency, to be reserved exclusively for distress
and safcty purposcs, in cach of the 4, 6, 8, 12 and 16 MHz
maritime mobile bands using A3J class of emission for usc in all
ITU Regions and to include guard bands on cach side of these
frequencics; the usc of digital sclective calling should be
permitted on these frequencies; and

(b)  to recognize that all teleccommunications to and from ships at sca
may comprisc clements of importance to scarch and rescuc, and
to support proposals for adequate frequency allocations to the
maritime mobile scrvice.

Resolution 6
Development of a global maritime distress
and safety system

THE CONFERENCE,

HAVING concluded the International Convention on Maritime Scarch and
Rescue, 1979, which cstablishes an international plan for the co-ordination
of scarch and rescuc operations,

RECOGNIZING that the cxistence of an cffective distress and  safety
communications nctwork is important for the cfficient operation of the
scarch and rescuc plan,

BEING AWARE that thc Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative
Organization has undcr continuous review the maritime distress and safcty
system and has adopted resolutions dealing with the communications
aspects of the system,
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CONSIDERING that a global maritime distress and safety system should
provide, among othcr things, thc cssential radio clements of the
international scarch and rescuc plan,

INVITES the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization to
develop a global maritime distress and safcty system that includes
tclccommunications provisions for the cffective opceration of the scarch
and rescuc plan prescribed by the annex to the International Convention on
Maritime Scarch and Rescue, 1979.

Resolution 7
Harmonization of search and rescue services
with maritime meteorological services

THE CONFERENCE,

BEARING IN MIND the importance of metcorological and occangraphical
information in scarch and rescuc operations,

CONSIDERING the desirability of metcorological information covering the
samc arcas as scarch and rescuc regions,

CONSIDERING FURTHER that routinc weather reports from ships normally
includc the ship’s position,

BEING OF THE OPINION that the practice of ships transmitting weather
reports and position reports through the same coast radio station would
facilitate the transmission of such reports and encourage ship participation in
both systems,

INVITES the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization:

(a) to work closcly with the World Mctcorological Organization to
cxplore the practicability of harmonizing the arcas of maritime
mctcorological forccasts and warnings with maritime scarch and
rescuc regions;

(b) to request the World Mectcorological Organization to take steps
to cnsurc that up-do-datc meteorological and occanographical
information is immediately available to the scarch and rescuc
scrvices for the wholc of the regions they serve; and

() to investigatc the feasibility of ships making wecather and
position reports to the same coast radio station.
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Resolution 8
Promotion of technical co-operation

THE CONFERENCE,

RECOGNIZING that prompt and cffective maritime scarch and rescuc
requires broad international co-opcration and substantial technical and
scicntific resourccs,

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that Partics to the Intcrnational Convention on
Maritime Scarch and Rescue, 1979, will be called upon to make
arrangements to achicve the objectives of that Convention and to assumc
full responsibility for such arrangements,

BEING CONVINCED that the promotion of technical co-operation at inter-
governmental level will expedite the implementation of the Convention by
States that do not as yct posscss the necessary technical and scientific
resourccs,

URGES States to promotc, in consultation with, and with the assistance of,
the Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative Organization, support for
States requesting technical assistance for:

(a) the training of personncl necessary for scarch and rescuc; and

(b)  the provision of the equipment and facilitics necessary for scarch
and rescuc,

FURTHER URGES Statcs to implement the above-mentioned mcasurcs
without awaiting the cntry into force of the Convention.

26.
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