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General household survey: 2007 

This statistical release presents a selection of key findings from Statistics South Africa’s General 
Household Survey (GHS), which was conducted in July 2007. 

1. Introduction and methodology 

1.1 Background 

The GHS is a household survey that has been conducted annually by Statistics SA since 2002. The survey 
in its present form was instituted as a result of the need identified by the Government of South Africa to 
determine the level of development in the country and the performance of programmes and projects on a 
regular basis. The survey was specifically designed to measure multiple facets of the living conditions of 
South African households, as well as the quality of service delivery in a number of key service sectors.  

The GHS covers six broad areas, namely: education, health, activities related to work and unemployment, 
non-remunerated trips undertaken by the household, housing and household access to services and 
facilities.

This report has two main objectives. Firstly, to present the key findings of the GHS 2007 in the context of 
the trends since the first GHS was conducted in 2002; and secondly, to provide a more in-depth analysis of 
the detailed questions related to selected service delivery issues. 

1.2 Methodology and fieldwork  

A multi-stage, stratified random sample was drawn using probability proportional to size principles. First 
level stratification was based on province and second tier stratification on district council. Field staff 
employed and trained by Stats SA visited all the sampled dwelling units in each of the nine provinces. 
During the first phase of the survey, sampled dwelling units were visited and informed about the coming 
survey as part of the publicity campaign. The actual interviews took place four weeks later.  A total of 34 
902 sampled households were visited across the country and 29 311 were successfully interviewed during 
face-to-face interviews.  

Seven hundred and eighty-four enumerators (784) and 260 supervisors and coordinators participated in the 
survey across all nine provinces. An additional 46 quality assurers were responsible for monitoring and 
ensuring questionnaire quality. National training took place over a period of four days and provincial 
training was done one week later in 40 localities situated across all nine provinces for five days.  

For a more detailed discussion on sampling and fieldwork please refer to the Technical notes contained in 
Section 17.
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1.3 The questionnaire 

Table A summarizes the details of the questions included in the GHS questionnaire. The questionnaire 
covers five core areas of importance with sections on education, health, non-remunerated trips undertaken 
by the household, housing, and household access to services and facilities. These are covered in four 
sections, each focusing on a particular aspect. Depending on the need for additional information, the 
questionnaire is adapted on an annual basis.  New sections may be introduced on a specific topic for which 
information is needed or additional questions may be added to existing sections. Likewise questions that 
are no longer necessary may be removed.  

The number of questions included in the questionnaire increased from 156 in 2002 to 162 in 2003 and to 
176 in 2004. The 2005 questionnaire was similar to the 2004 questionnaire, but with 179 questions, whilst 
the 2006 questionnaire included only 169 questions. The format of the 2006 questionnaire was largely 
retained for the 2007 survey. As can be seen in Table A, the 2007 questionnaire consisted of four sections 
and 166 questions.  

Table A: Contents of the GHS 2007 questionnaire 

Section Number of 
questions 

Details of each section 

Cover page  Household information, response details, field staff information, result codes, etc. 
Flap 6 Demographic information (name, sex, age, population group, etc.) 
Section 1 41 Biographical information (education, health, disability, welfare) 
Section 2 22 Activities related to work and unemployment 
Section 3 17 Non-remunerated trips undertaken in the 12 months prior to the survey  
Section 4 80 Household information (type of dwelling, ownership of dwelling and other assets, electricity, water and 

sanitation, environmental issues, services, transport, expenditure etc.   

All sections 166 Comprehensive coverage of living conditions and service delivery 

1.4 Response details 

Table B shows that nationally, 29 311 (84,0%) of the expected 34 902 interviews were successfully 
completed. This response rate is 2,0% points down from the 86,0% response rate as reported in the GHS 
2006 report. It was not possible to complete interviews in 5,1% of the sampled dwelling units because of 
reasons such as refusals or absenteeism. An additional 10,9% of all interviews were not conducted for 
various reasons such as the sampled dwelling units had become vacant or had changed status (e.g.,. they 
were used as shops/small businesses at the time of the enumeration, but were originally listed as dwelling 
units). These units are described as “out of scope” in Table B. 

There were statistically significant differences between the response rates in the different population 
groups. The response rates in the Coloured population were considerably lower at 78,3% than the Black 
African (84,5%), White (81,5%) and in the Indian/Asian (90,4%) population groups. 

Table B: Response rates per province (in thousands), GHS 2007 in thousands 

Response Non-response Out-of-scope Total
Province 

Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage Number Percentage 
Western Cape 3 298 73,3 555 12,3 644 14,3 4 497 100,0 
Eastern Cape 3 850 85,6 60 1,3 590 13,1 4 500 100,0 
Northern Cape 1 854 80,7 63 2,7 380 16,5 2 297 100,0 
Free State 2325 84,4 75 2,7 354 12,9 2 754 100,0 
KwaZulu-Natal 7133 92,4 53 0,7 535 6,9 7 721 100,0 
North West 2 447 82,1 162 5,4 372 12,5 2 981 100,0 
Gauteng 3 394 78,9 587 13,6 323 7,5 4 304 100,0 
Mpumalanga 2 151 81,8 129 4,9 350 13,3 2 630 100,0 
Limpopo 2 859 88,8 94 2,9 265 8,2 3 218 100,0 
         
RSA 29 311 84,0 3 813 5,1 1 778 10,9 34 902 100,0 
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1.5 Data revisions 

Stats SA revised the population model to produce mid-year population estimates during 2005 in the light of 
mortality data released during that year (see Stats SA Statistical release P0309.3, 2005). The benchmarks 
for all previous GHSs have been adjusted accordingly. Data for GHS 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006 and 
2007 as presented in this release, are therefore comparable. As part of a general standardisation of 
procedures and methodologies within Stats SA, the methods used for the calculation of percentages and 
depiction of statistics in graph format in the GHS report have also been revised. More specifically missing 
values and unknown values were excluded from totals used as denominators for the calculation of 
percentages, unless otherwise specified. Historical data appearing in tables and graphs in this issue have 
therefore been revised accordingly and does not always correspond exactly with previously published 
statistics. In most cases changes represent 0,1% to 0,3%. Frequency values have been rounded off to the 
nearest thousand. Population totals in all tables reflect the population and sub-populations as calculated 
with SAS and rounded off. This will not always correspond exactly with the sum of the preceding rows 
because all numbers are rounded off to the nearest thousand.  

1.6 Limitations of the study 

The questionnaire remained virtually the same as in 2006 and many field supervisors and enumerators had 
some experience in executing the survey. However, a significant proportion of the experienced GHS field 
team participated in other surveys that were conducted by Statistics South Africa at around the same time. 
This resulted in the need to hire some inexperienced enumerators for this specific survey and some loss of 
enumeration quality.   

2. Summary of the key findings 

The summary of the key findings reported here is intended to provide a snapshot of the overall results 
based on the GHS covering the period 2002 to 2007. Key indicators are presented in Table C and Table D 
as follows. Table C provides a selection of key indicators regarding individuals while Table D focuses on 
key indicators regarding households. The population and household totals, shown in Tables C and D are 
not key findings of the GHS but they are included here for completeness. The technical details of the 
survey process and population benchmarks are provided in Section 17. 
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Table C: Information with regards to persons 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Number of persons (Thousand) 45 533 46 007 46 459  46 913 47 391 47 851 
Education    

Percentage of persons aged 7–15 attending an 
educational institution 96,3 97,1 97,8 97,9 97,7 97,9
    
Number of persons aged 7–24 years not attending an 
educational institution* (Thousand) 4 120 4 076 3 815 4 061 4 077 4 130 
Percentage (aged 7 to 24 years) not attending an 
educational institution because of no money for fees 39,6 38,5 37,1 35,6 37,0 34,6

Number of teenage girls (13 –19 years) (Thousand)  3 217 3 260 3 247 3 375 3 317 3 423 
Percentage (aged 13 to 19 years) not in an educational 
institution because of pregnancy 11,9 13,5 17,7 13,3 14,2 13,4 
Number of persons aged 20 years and older (Thousand) 25 550 26 012 26 423 26 801 27 160 27 571 
Percentage (aged 20 and older) with no formal education 11,8 11,1 10,8 10,4 10,4 9,3 
Percentage (aged 20 and older) with Matric/Grade 12 21,1 21,5 23,4 22,5 23,9 23,6 

Health       

Medical aid coverage 15,3 14,8 14,9 14,0 13,8 14,3
Injured or ill in June and consulted a health worker       

Percentage Injured or ill in June 11,4 11,1 11,5 12,6 12,5 11,1
Percentage Injured or ill in June and consulted a health 
worker 81,2 83,9 83,6 81,7 84,0 79,7 
Percentage of total population that consulted a health 
worker 9,2 9,3 9,6 10,3 10,4 8,8 
Percentage Public sector consultation if injured or ill in 
June 57,8 57,6 58,5 59,4 61,2 56,0 
Percentage Private sector consultation if injured or ill in 
June 42,2 42,4 41,5 40,6 38,5 42,4 
Public sector consultation: Percentage satisfied with 
service 81,9 82,4 82,5 82,2 90,0 87,8 
Private sector consultation: Percentage satisfied with 
service 95,5 94,4 97,0 96,1 98,2 96,7 

    
Injured/ill in June but did not consult a health worker: 
Reason    

Too expensive (Percentage) 31,3 29,7 21,0 19,7 19,6 14,4 
Too far (Percentage) 6,8 7,9 7,3 7,8 8,6 5,8 

   
Disability (percentage of total population) 3,3 2,4 2,8 3,2 3,0 3,0 

   
Employed persons (15 –65 years)    

In more skilled occupations** 21,5 22,1 22,5 21,4 19,8 22,2 
Source of financial support of persons not employed 
(15 – 65 years)    

Old age pension/ Disability grant 6,8 8,4 9,4 9,4 9,4 10,2 
*Excluding those who had completed their education.  

**Managers, professionals, semi-professionals and technicians grouped. 
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2.1 Education 

The absolute number of attendants of educational institutions increased from 14 835 000 in 2002 to 
15 833 000 in 2006 and 16 098 000 in 2007. The percentage of individuals attending an educational 
institution increased slightly from 32,6% to 33,7% from 2002 to 2007.  

Significant progress has been made towards reaching the medium term goal of the Ministry of Education to 
increase enrolment levels for Grade R and promote access to Early Childhood Development programs. 
The percentage of children aged 0–4 years attending an educational institution increased from 7,6% in 
2002 to 16,6% in 2007. The percentage of five-year-olds attending educational institutions increased from 
40,1% in 2002 to 60,4% in 2007, whilst the percentage of learners in the 6-year-age group increased from 
70,0% to 87,7%. Overall attendance rates for the 7 to 15-year-age cohort has remained high and stable 
between 2006 (97,7%) and 2007 (97,9%), but there has been a slight increase since 2002 (96,3%). 

Enrolment levels for the 20-year and older age group has remained relatively stable between 2002 and 
2007, but the highest level of education obtained by this group has improved. The percentage of individuals 
with no education decreased from 11,8% to 9,3% and those who completed Grade 12 (Matric/NSC) 
increased from 22,1% to 23,6%. 

In spite of decreases in the percentage of individuals older than 20 years with no formal education, women 
continue to be more likely than men to have received no formal education.  In 2006 8,3% of men compared 
to 12,3% of women reported having no formal education. This further decreased in 2007 to 7,1% for the 
men and 11,3% for women.   

Among persons aged 7–24 years that were not attending an educational institution, lack of money for fees 
remains the most common reason for not attending. Slightly more than a third of respondents (34,6%) gave 
this as the main reason for not attending in 2007. However, a steady decline has been noted since 2002 in 
the percentage of non-attendees giving this reason (from 39,6% to 34,6%).  

2.2 Health 

During the month preceding the survey, 11,1% of individuals reported that they had been ill or injured. This 
is lower than the 12,5% reported in 2006, but similar to 2002 when 11,4% said they were ill/injured. In the 
general population, 79,7% of those who were ill or injured consulted a health worker. This is significantly 
lower than in 2006 (84,0%) and slightly lower than in 2002 (81,2%). 

Satisfaction levels with the health services received varied considerably between provinces, with the 
highest levels of satisfaction reported in Northern Cape (95,5%) and the lowest in Free State (87,7%). With 
the exception of the Free State, which is down by 2,9% points from 2002, all the other provinces showed 
an increase in satisfaction levels since then. More Individuals who used public sector healthcare facilities 
were satisfied with the service they received in 2007 (87,6%) than in 2006 (84,2%) and in 2002 (81,6%). In 
the private sector, satisfaction levels increased slightly from 95,35% to 96,5% between 2002 and 2007.   

Most individuals who were ill/injured and who did not visit a health worker said that it was not necessary 
(73,2%). This is followed by the expense of healthcare (14,4%) and distance to the health worker/facility 
(5,8%).  Since 2002, the percentage of individuals who were prevented from seeking healthcare because 
of the expense has more than halved (from 31,3% to 14,4%). 

Medical aid coverage is lowest amongst Black Africans, with only 7,4% of individuals covered, and highest 
amongst the White population, with a 66,5% coverage. Trends over time show a decrease in coverage 
amongst Whites (from 69,5% in 2002 to 66,5% in 2007) and an unchanged situation amongst Black 
Africans over the same time period. 

2.3 Disability 

The highest absolute number of self-assessed disability was recorded in 2005 when 1 512 000 (3,2%) of 
the total population defined themselves as disabled. Over time reported disability rates fluctuated annually 
between 2,4% and 3,3%, with the 2006 and 2007 figures stable at approximately 3,0% of the population.  

2.4 Labour market activities 

The number of employed individuals increased from 11 145 000 in July 2002 to 12 720 000 in July 2007. 
There has been a small increase during the same time period from 39,2% to 41,9% in the labour 
absorption rates.  
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The general decline in the unemployment rate as reported in previous GHS reports, continued through to 
July 2007. In July 2007 the unemployment rate of 24,8% is 3,8% points lower than in July 2006 and 0,7% 
points lower than the unemployment rate measured with the LFS of March 2007. 

The absolute number of people employed in the agricultural sector has declined from 1 287 000 in 2002 to 
908 000 in 2007, whilst employment in the mining sector has also declined with the number of employed 
individuals decreasing from 556 000 in 2002 to 484 000 in 2007. Decline in the agricultural employment 
industry is accompanied by growth in the percentage of people within this sector that can be regarded as 
‘more skilled’ personnel from 2,1% in 2002 to 5,5% in 2007. The percentage of ‘more skilled’ personnel 
employed in the manufacturing sector has decreased from 18,9% to 16,6% since 2002.   

The three sectors that have grown the fastest in terms of the absolute numbers of people employed, as 
well as their percentage contribution towards overall employment, are: the construction industry, trade and 
service industry. Trade has experienced an increase in the number of jobs in this sector from 2 270 000 to 
2 943 000 since 2002. This sector has also experienced the biggest growth in terms of the percentage of 
‘more skilled’ employees (from 12,7% in 2002 to 17,7% in 2007). The service industry currently employs 
2 409 000 as opposed to 2 009 000 in 2002. 

A total of 163 000 people older than 65 years were employed. They mainly worked in the services industry 
(22,1%), trade (18,4%) and agriculture (19,0%). 

Table D provides a selection of key household indicators based on the GHS over the period 2002 to 2007. 

Table D: Information with regards to households 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Number of households (Thousand) 11 479 12 041 12 194 12 726 12 972 13 261 

Percentage of households
Housing   

Occupy Informal dwellings 12,7 12,5 11,3 15,9 13,8 15,4 
Government housing subsidy received  
(all housing types) 5,6 6,3 6,5 8,4 9,6 9,1 

Sanitation  
Bucket toilet or none 13,2 11,8 11,0 10,2 9,0 8,3 

Electricity supply 
Connected to the mains 76,1 77,6 80,5 80,2 80,2 81,5 

Energy sources  
Cooking: Paraffin/Wood 38,1 37,0 35,2 33,5 31,7 29,1 

Lighting: Electricity (mains or generator) 75,7 78,0 80,3 80,3 81,3 82,5 
Refuse removal 

By municipality 55,1 56,9 57,2 60,2 60,7 61,0 
Water 

Piped in the dwelling or on site 66,1 67,3 67,9 68,5 69,8 71,3 
Hunger  

Adult going hungry  6,9 6,3 5,5 4,3 2.5 2.0 

       Adult male-headed households 5,4 5,3 4,6 3,7 2,1 1,6 
       Adult female-headed households 9,7 7,9 6,9 5,4 3,3 2,6 

Child going hungry 6,7 7,1 5,2 4,7 2,4 2,0 
Assets 

Own or partly own dwelling 70,0 72,2 69,8 71,4 71,1 68,2 
Radio 79,8 80,7 81.2 79,0 79,1 79.9 
Television 56,5 58,0 59,6 60,1 64,9 67,0 
Cellphone* 35,0 40,2 49,8 59,9 67,7 73,7 

* Refers to the availability of a cellphone for the regular use of the household 

Table D shows that the total number of households in the country increased from 11,5 million in 2002 to 
13,3 million in 2007. The main findings of the report are summarised below: 
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2.5 Housing and household assets 

The percentage of households who lived in informal dwellings at the time of the GHS increased from 12,7% 
in 2002 to 15,4% in 2007. Nearly seventy percent (68,2%) of the interviewed households owned or partly 
owned the dwelling units occupied by them. The ownership of traditional dwellings by its occupants 
increased slightly from 90,5% in 2002 to 91,4%, whilst the ownership of formal separate dwellings by those 
who occupy it, increased from 63,4% in 2002 to 69,8% in 2007. 

Cellphone ownership more than doubled between 2002 and 2007 (from 35,0% to 73,7%). In 2007, radio 
ownership levels were virtually the same (79,9%) as those reported in 2002 (79,8%). Television ownership 
increased from 56,5% in 2002 to 67,0% in 2007.  

2.6 Energy supply 

There has been a general increase in the percentage of households reporting to be connected to the main 
electricity supply from 76,1% in 2002 to 81,5% in 2007.  The provincial data reflect the same trend with 
perhaps the exception of Gauteng where there has been a decrease in the percentage of households who 
reported being connected to the main electricity supply. The provinces with the lowest electrification levels 
are: Eastern Cape (70,0%), KwaZulu-Natal (76,1%) and Gauteng (79,1%). The Eastern Cape and Limpopo 
demonstrated the biggest increases in the percentage of households that are connected. In the Eastern 
Cape the percentage of households that are connected increased from 54,6% to 70,0% 
(Difference=+15,4%) and in Limpopo from 73,1% to 86,1% (Difference =+13,0%). 

2.7 Refuse removal and sanitation 

Even though little progress has been made in terms of the percentage of households whose refuse is 
removed by the municipality since 2006 (60,7% compared to 61,0% in 2007), when 2007 is compared with 
2002 change has been considerable, as only 55,1% of households used this service in 2002. Progress has 
also been made in the reduction of the use of no toilets/bucket toilet facilities – it decreased from 13,2% in 
2002 to 11,0% in 2004 and 8,3% in 2007. Provinces that currently have the highest percentage of no toilet 
facilities/bucket users are the Eastern Cape (24,2%), Free State (14,0%) and Limpopo (10,5%). In spite of 
this status, the Eastern Cape and Limpopo have made significant progress in reducing the use of these 
kinds of facilities. In the Eastern Cape it decreased from 37,1% to 24,2% (Difference=-12,9%) and in  
Limpopo from 19,6% to 10,5% (Difference=-9,1%). Nationally only 1,8% of households still use the bucket 
toilet system. It is most prevalent in the Free State where 12,4% reported using this system.   

2.8 Water access and use 

The Eastern Cape currently has the lowest percentage of the population with access to on-site or off-site 
piped or tap water (72,8%). The situation is slightly better in Limpopo Province (83,4%), KwaZulu-Natal 
(83,8%), Mpumalanga (89,1%) and North West (89,6%).  In spite of this the Eastern Cape has made 
considerable progress since 2002 when only 55,2% of the population had access. This represents an 
increase of 17,6% points in 6 years. Improvements are also noticeable in KwaZulu-Natal where access has 
increased from 75,1% to 83,8% (an increase of 8,7% points) and Limpopo with an increase from 73,5% to 
83,4% (an increase of 9,9% points). 

Of those who received piped water from a municipality, 63,5% said in 2007 that they paid for the water as 
opposed to 66,3% in 2004. The reasons for not paying have remained similar over time. These are: No 
metering system (38,7%), no billing system (25,3%), cannot afford (22,0%) and water should be free 
(20,0%).  The reasons that have seen the biggest increases in percentages since 2004 are: water should 
be free (from 5,9% to 20,0%) and cannot afford to pay for water (from 11,7% to 22,0%). The absence of a 
billing system as a reason has also increased considerably from 6,7% to 25,3%.  

Nearly three quarters (71,7%) of those who receive piped water from a municipality rate the service they 
receive as good. In spite of the positive ratings of water services, nearly a quarter of water users (24,4%) 
said in 2007 that they have experienced interruptions in their piped water supply at least once a month or 
more often. This is also higher than in 2002 when only 20,7% of the users of piped water said that they 
have experienced water cuts of this frequency. Water service interruptions are the most common in 
Limpopo (56,3%), Mpumalanga (47,0%), Eastern Cape (31%) and North West 30,6%. 
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2.9 Hunger 

Previous GHS reports identified a downward trend in terms of reported hunger for adults and children 
during the twelve months preceding the GHS surveys. This trend continued. Reported percentages of 
adults and children suffering from hunger decreased from 6,9% to 2,0% for adults and from 6,7% to 2,0% 
for children between 2002 and 2007. The values for 2006 were 6,3% and 7,1% respectively for adults and 
children. Children and adults in female headed households are more likely to have experienced hunger 
than adults and children in male headed households.  

2.10 Social assistance and social security services   

Individuals in the Eastern Cape (19,1%) Limpopo (19,0%) and the Free State (16,2%) have the highest 
percentage use of welfare services. Nationally the percentage of recipients of welfare services has more 
than tripled between 2002 and 2007 (from 4% in 2002 to 14,0% in 2007). The biggest percentage point 
increases over this time period in the use of these services took place in Limpopo (from 3,7% to 19,0%), 
Eastern Cape (from 5,5% to 19,1%) and KwaZulu-Natal (from 1,9% to 12,9%). 

2.11 Tourism 

Travel patterns for 2007 were similar to those of the previous year with 14,1% taking a one night trip, 
49,2% taking a 2-4 night trip and 36,8% taking a trip that lasted 5 or more nights. Visiting friends and family 
was the most popular reason for traveling (59,1%). This was followed by attending funerals (17,3%) and 
leisure trips (10,6%).  One night trips were mostly devoted to either visiting friends and family or funerals, 
whereas trips that lasted 2 nights or longer were mainly for visiting friends and family.  

3. Education 

3.1 Introduction 

Education is widely recognised to be a vehicle for empowerment, economic growth and general 
improvements in welfare1. The South African Bill of Rights, as part of the National Constitution, protects the 
right of everyone to a basic education. This also includes adult basic education and further education.  

The GHS provides a useful vehicle for gathering core education indicators, on an annual basis, that enable 
analyses of particular aspects of the circumstances of learners in the country. As noted earlier, the initial 
focus of this section is to provide an overview of various aspects of the education profile of South Africans 
over the period 2002 to 2007. In this regard, the report will highlight important patterns and trends with 
respect to attendance rates by age, province, and type of educational institution. This will be followed by an 
overview of the pattern of educational attainment for persons aged 20 years and older. Key aspects of the 
education profile of young learners will then be discussed.  

1 Key indicators of the Labour Market 201-2002, ILO, Geneva ILO, 2002 p.421. 
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3.2 General attendance at educational institutions  

The Department of Education has committed itself to increasing access to Early Childhood Development 
Programme (ECD) provisioning by introducing a Reception programme as well as expanding the 
provisioning of services to children from birth to four years2. The age group 0-9 is specifically targeted by 
the ECD.

Figure 1: Percentage of individuals attending educational institutions by 5-year age groups 
(2002-2007) 
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2005 14,9 87,9 98,7 80,7 25,6 4,8 3,4 2,3 2,0 1,9 1,1 0,3 0,6 0,1 0,2 0,1

2006 16,6 87,9 98,2 80,9 24,6 4,4 2,5 2,2 1,9 1,4 0,6 0,3 0,2 0,2 0,2 0,0

2007 16,6 88,7 98,7 82,2 25,4 4,7 3,3 2,5 1,7 1,7 1,2 0,5 0,4 0,2 0,3 0,4
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Figure 1 shows that there has been substantial growth since 2002 in the percentage of children aged 0 to 9 
years who were attending an educational institution at the time of the GHS 2007. The percentage of 
children aged 0–4 years who are attending an educational institution increased from 7,6% in 2002 to 16,6% 
in 2007. In the age group 5 to 9, attendance increased from 79,7% to 88,7% over the same period. This 
does reflect progress towards the medium-term goal of the Department of Education that all children 
entering Grade 1 should have followed an accredited Grade R programme by the year 2010. The lowering 
of the school entry age in 2004 to the year in which a child turns six years, provided that his or her birthday 
is before June 30th is also reflected in these increases. There has been no significant changes in the 
percentage of learners in the 20-year and older age groups since 2002 in spite of the Further Education 
and Training (FET) and Adult Basic Education and Training (ABET) programme.  

Table 1 shows that the number of attendants at educational institutions increased from 14 835 000 in 2002 
to 16 098 000 in 2007. The percentage of individuals attending an educational institution also increased 
slightly from 32,6% to 33,6% over the same period. Most of these learners (83,7%) attend school.   

2 Education White Paper N. 5 
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Table 1: Attendance at educational institutions by type of institution (all ages) 

Year
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007Institution 

Thousand 
Pre-school 912 1 305 1 254 1 407 1 562 1 417 
School 12 927 13 045 13 320 13 361 13 282 13 462 
University/Technikon 597 637 610 678 604 714 
College 266 265 247 282 262 328 
ABET 55 59 51 58 48 71 
Other adult educational institution 33 53 27 25 35 37 
Other 32 33 41 32 37 49 
Sub Total attending 14 821 15 395 15 550 15 844 15 830 16 078 
% Attending  32,6 33,5 33,5 33,8 33,4 33,6 
       
Unspecified institution 14 9 2 3 2 21 
Total attending 14 835 15 404 15 552 15 847 15 833 16 098 

Total Not attending 30 690 30 596 30 875 31 053 31 539 31 725 
Sub Total  45 525 46 000 46 427 46 900 47 372 47 823 
Unspecified attendance 8 7 32 13 18 21 
Total population 45 533 46 007 46 459 46 913 47 391 47 851 

3.3 Educational attainment among persons aged 20 years and older 

Statistics on levels of educational attainment3 are currently the best available indicators of the level of skills 
available in the labour force. These are important determinants of an economy’s capacity to compete 
successfully in world markets and its ability to make efficient use of rapid technological advances. 
Educational attainment is also a factor that determines the employability of workers4.

Figure 2 shows that in spite of relatively stable enrolment levels for the 20-year and older age group, the 
highest level of education obtained by this group has improved between 2002 and 2007. Specific findings 
include: 

o The percentage of individuals with no education decreased from 11,8% to 9,3%. 
o The percentage of individuals who completed Grade 12 (Matric/NSC) increased from 21,1% to 

23,6%.
o Tertiary education was obtained by 9,8% of the population older than 20 years. This is 0,7% more 

than in 2002, which is a relatively small increase.  
o The percentage of individuals with more than a primary education increased from 63,5% to 69,4%. 

3 Education levels were categorized as follows: Grade R to Grade 6 (Some Primary); Grade 7 (Primary); Grade 8 to Grade 11, NTC1&II,
certificate or diploma with less than Grade 12 ( Some Secondary); Grade 12, NTCIII (Secondary); Grade 12 plus certificate or diploma, or 
degree (Tertiary).    
4 Key Indicators of the Labour Market, ILO, p.421 



Statistics South Africa               P0318 

                                  

General Household Survey, July 2007                 

11

Figure 2: Educational attainment for persons aged 20 years and older 
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Figure 3: The percentage of persons aged 20 years and older with no formal education by gender 
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The relationship between gender and a lack of formal education is summarized in Figure 3. Earlier GHS 
reports have shown that there are considerable gender differences in the percentage of persons with no 
formal education in the age group 20 years and older. In 2002, 13,6% of females aged 20 years and older 
had no formal education compared to 9,6% in the male population. Figure 3 shows that women are still 
more likely than men to have received no education.  In 2006, 8,3% of men compared to 12,3% of women 
reported having no formal education. This further decreased in 2007 to 7,1% of the men and 11,3% of 
women.  

Figure 4: Nature of problems experienced among those attending an educational institution 
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Figure 4 gives information about the nature of the problems cited by learners attending educational 
institutions. It shows that there has been some fluctuation during the period 2002 to 2007 of the percentage 
of learners who regarded poor teaching quality or a lack of teachers as one of the problems they 
experience. However, a lack of teachers is more pronounced in 2007 than in the preceding five years 
(increasing from 4,4% to 6,0%). The downward trend in learners feeling unhappy with the class sizes and 
bad classroom facilities, as reported in previous reports, continued. The proportion of learners who feel 
classes are too large declined from 6,6% in 2002 to 4,9% in 2007. There has also been a decline over the 
same period in the percentage of learners who were unhappy with bad facilities (from 10,5% to 5,4%).  The 
same trends are visible when the 2006 and 2007 statistics are compared, albeit with smaller differences.  

Problems related to a lack of books and fees that are too high have also decreased substantially. 
Complaints about books more than halved (from 20,6% to 10,1%), whilst those who felt that the fees are 
too high decreased from 17,8% to 7,0%. The relatively high percentage of learners with ‘other’ problems 
(7,2%) , compared with previous years, reflects the teacher strikes of 2007 which started in some areas 
around the time when the GHS 2007 was conducted, and then expanded as time went on into a general 
strike. 

The tuition fees paid by persons attending an educational institution is depicted in Figure 5. It shows that 
there has been a considerable increase in the percentage of attendants of educational institutions who 
reported that they are not paying any annual fees. The most largest percentage increase was from 3,1% in 
2006 to 20,1% in 2007.  

Additional analysis of the cases that reported not paying any fees, showed that the vast majority were 
Black African (91,6%) and school students (91,5%).  In addition to his, 42,5% of those who did not pay fees 
also said that they receive fee exemptions and or bursaries.  
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Figure 5: Percentage of persons attending an educational institution that pay annual tuition fees 
depicted per fee category 
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In general, there has been an increase in the use of fee exemptions and/or bursaries. In 2002 a total of 
271 269 (1,9%) attendants at educational institutions received fee exemptions or bursaries.  During 2007, 
this figure increased to a total number of 1 680 291 scholars (10,5%) of those attending educational 
institutions.

3.4 The Profile of young learners 

Section 3.2 showed that there has been a considerable increase in the percentage of young learners (aged 
0–9) enrolled at educational institutions. Figure 6 confirms this and demonstrates that most of the growth in 
this age cohort comes from the 5 and 6-year age groups. Even though there has been a slight decrease 
between 2006 and 2007 in the percentage of 5 year olds who attend (from 62,1% to 60,4%), the general 
trend since 2002 is that of a substantial increase. The percentage of five year olds attending educational 
institutions increased from 40,1% in 2002 to 60,4% in 2007, whilst the percentage of learners in the 6-year 
age group increased from 70,0% to 87,7%. Enrolment rates for 8-to 16-year olds showed slight increases 
over the same time period. According to Figure 7, overall attendance rates for the 7-to 15-year age cohort 
has remained high and stable between 2006 (97,7%) and 2007 (97,9%), but there has been a slight 
increase since 2002 (96,3%).  
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Figure 6: Percentage of learners aged 5 to 24 years attending educational institutions  
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Figure 7: Provincial distribution of the percentage of persons aged 7–15 years who were attending 
an educational institution * 
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Figure 7 shows the provincial variation in attendance rates among learners aged 7–15 years. The following 
is noteworthy: 

o Enrolment rates for 2007 are higher than 97% in all provinces. It was the lowest in North West 
(97,2%) and the highest in the Free State (98,7%) and second highest in Limpopo (98,6%).   

o When comparing 2006 and 2007 it can be noted that there has been a slight increase in enrolment 
levels for the 7–15 year age group in all provinces except in Gauteng and Limpopo where there 
has been a slight decrease. Enrolment levels in Mpumalanga remained the same.   

o Since 2002 the largest increases in enrolment took place in the Northern Cape (from 93,6% to 
97,7%), KwaZulu-Natal (from 94,8% to 97,7%), Eastern Cape (95,5% to 97,8%) and North West 
(95,4% to 97,2%). 

The next section on education focuses on persons aged 7–24 years who were not attending any 
educational institution at the time of the GHS survey in July 2007. 

Figure 8: Reasons provided for not attending an educational institution among persons aged 7–24 
years 
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Among persons aged 7-24 years that were not attending an educational institution, lack of money for fees 
was the most common reason given for not attending in all the years between 2002 and 2007. Slightly 
more than a third of respondents (34,6%) gave this as the main reason for not attending in 2007. However, 
a significant and steady decline has been noted since 2002 in the percentage of non-attendees giving this 
reason (from 39,6% to 34,6%). The second most common reason given for not attending school is working 
(19,3%). A greater percentage of respondents indicated this reason in 2007 than in 2002 (15,5%). Nearly 
nine percent (8,7%) mentioned family commitments as the reason and 7,8% regarded education as 
useless or unimportant. 
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Table 2: Reasons for not attending an educational institution among girls aged 13-19 years 
(thousands) 

Table 2 is included here to provide additional information regarding the situation of teenage girls - 
particularly with respect to pregnancy - since the picture presented in Figure 8 includes both male and 
female learners outside the child-bearing ages. As shown in Table 2, in 2002, there were 66 000 teenage 
girls that reported pregnancy as the main reason for not attending an educational institution, rising to 
86 000 in 2004 and dropping again to 61 000 in 2007. This information needs to be interpreted with caution 
as the question category does not specifically refer to the pregnancy of the girl herself. Some girls may 
have stopped school because of, for example the pregnancy of the mother and the need for someone to 
care for the new baby. This kind of response could either have been recorded as pregnancy or family 
commitments.

Year

Reason 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Thousands 

Too young 3 3 1 6 4 5 

Completed 40 38 50 34 50 35 

Too far 13 11 6 5 6 6 

No money 225 205 177 183 169 156 

Working 30 25 14 38 27 38 

Education useless 55 34 37 48 51 32 

Illness 23 24 28 37 33 26 

Pregnancy 66 70 86 72 71 61 

Failed exams 14 17 16 30 26 19 

Marriage 12 11 17 4 5 4 

Family commitment 64 62 41 75 55 63 

Other 9 20 14 10 4 12 

Subtotal not attending 553 520 485 542 501 455 

Unspecified Reason 2 2 10 6 10 18 

Total Not attending 556 522 495 547 510 472 

Attending 2 662 2 738 2 750 2 827 2 806 2 949 

Total teenage girls 3 217 3 260 3 247 3 375 3 317 3 423 

       

% Pregnancy among those not attending 11,9 13,5 17,7 13,3 14,2 13,4 
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4. Health and disability 

4.1 Healthcare provision and quality 

Each year, the GHS collects information regarding various issues related to the health of people in the 
country. Accordingly, this section provides highlights of these health issues over the period 2002 to 2007. 

“Good health, as people know from their experience, is a crucial part of well-being, but spending on health 
can also be justified on purely economic grounds. Improved health contributes to economic growth in four 
ways: it reduces production losses caused by worker illness; it permits the use of natural resources that 
had been totally or nearly inaccessible because of disease; it increases the enrolment of children in school 
and makes them better able to learn; and it frees for alternative uses of resources that would otherwise 
have to be spent on treating illness.5”

Table 3: Persons ill or injured during the month preceding the survey and numbers who consulted 
a health worker during the past month (in thousands) 

Year
Indicator 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
      
Number who were ill/injured  5 174 5 102 5 324 5 923 5 915 5 306 
Number who were not ill/injured  40 310 40 896 41 110 40 965 41 432 42 391 
Subtotal  45 484 45 998 46 434 46 888 47 347 47 697 
Percentage  ill/injured  11,4 11,1 11,5 12,6 12,5 11,1 
       
Unspecified ill/injured 49 9 26 25 44 154 
Total population  45 533 46 007 46 459 46 913 47 391 47 851 
       
Number ill/injured who consulted a health worker 4 197 4 280 4 446 4 842 4 938 4 196 
Number who did not consult a health worker  972 822 875 1 081 942 1 065 
Subtotal  5 168 5 102 5 320 5 922 5 880 5 261 
Percentage ill/injured that consulted a health worker 81,2 83,9 83,6 81,7 84,0 79,7 
Percentage of total population that consulted a health 
worker 9,2 9,3 9,6 10,3 10,4 8,8 

Unspecified consultation of health worker 54 9 29 24 79 198 
Total population ill/injured 5 174 5 102 5 324 5 923 5 915 5 306 
       
Total population  45 533 46 007 46 459 46 913 47 391 47 851 

Table 3 shows that only 11,1% of the population reported being ill/injured during the month preceding the 
survey. This table shows slight annual fluctuations, with two peaks during 2005 and 2006 when more 
people reported being ill. More than three quarters of those who were ill or injured consulted a healthcare 
worker for their illness/injury.   

5 “World Development Report, 1993, Investing in Health, World Bank, Oxford University Press Inc., New York, 1993, p.17 
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Figure 9: Percentage of persons ill or injured a month prior to the survey and that consulted a 
health worker, by population group 
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According to Figure 9, 79,7% of those who were ill or injured during the month preceding the survey 
consulted a health worker. This is lower than in 2006 (84,0%) and slightly lower than in 2002 (81,2%). 
During 2007 Black Africans (80,2%), followed closely by the Coloured population (79,2%) had a higher 
proportion than Indian/Asian(77,8%) and Whites (77,7%) of people who had consulted a health worker.  
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Figure 10: Percentage of healthcare users who were satisfied or very satisfied with the quality of 
healthcare services per province (2007) 

Figure 10 summarises the responses about the level of satisfaction with healthcare services received by 
those who were ill/injured during the past month and who went to visit a healthcare worker. The figure 
shows that: 

o Current levels of satisfaction are highest in the Northern Cape (95,5%), Eastern Cape (94,3%) and 
Limpopo (93,0%). 

o Current levels of satisfaction are the lowest in Free State (87,7%), KwaZulu-Natal (88,5%) and 
Mpumalanga (89,4%). 

There has been a general increase in the levels of satisfaction with healthcare services across most 
provinces since 2002. Countrywide the percentage of households with high satisfaction levels increased 
from 87,7% in 2002 to 91,5% in 2007. Provinces with the biggest increases in the percentage of users who 
are satisfied or very satisfied with their services are: Eastern Cape (8,9% points increase from 85,4% to 
94,3%); North West (7,3% points increase from 85,1% to 92,4%); Northern Cape (3,8% points increase 
from 91,6% to 95,5%) and Gauteng (3,8% points increase from 86,8% to 90,6%). In the Free State 
satisfaction levels are down with 2,9% points (from 90,6% in 2002 to 87,7% in 2007).   

The reasons for not visiting healthcare workers among those who were ill/injured are summarized in Figure 
11 on the next page. Most individuals who were ill/injured and who did not visit a health worker said that it 
was not necessary (73,2%). This is followed by the expense of healthcare (14,4%) and distance to the 
health worker (5,8%).  Since 2002 the percentage of individuals who were prevented from seeking 
healthcare services because of the expense has more than halved (from 31,3% to 14,4%). There has also 
been a slight decrease in the percentage of those who mentioned ‘too far’ as a reason for not going to a 
healthcare facility (from 6,8% in 2002 to 5,8% in 2007).  
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Figure 11: Reasons provided for not consulting a health worker among those ill/injured 
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4.2       Medical aid coverage 

Table 4 shows that there has been a decline in the percentage of the population covered by medical aid 
schemes from 15,3% in 2002 to 14,3% in 2007.  

Table 4: Medical aid coverage 

Year
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007Indicator

Thousand 

       
Number covered by a medical aid scheme  6 923 6 794 6 902 6 561 6 506 6 834 
Number not covered by medical aid scheme 38 439 39 149 39 471 40 273 40 824 40 817 
Subtotal  45 362 45 943 46 373 46 834 47 330 47 651 
Percentage covered by a medical aid scheme 15,3 14,8 14,9 14,0 13,7 14,3 

       
Do not know 125 53 57 42 37 137 
Unspecified 47 10 29 37 25 62 
Total population   45 533 46 007 46 459 46 913 47 391 47 851 
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Figure 12: Percentage of persons who have medical aid coverage by population group 
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Coverage is lowest amongst Black Africans with only 7,4% of individuals covered and highest amongst the 
White population with a 66,5% coverage. Trends over time show a decrease in coverage amongst Whites 
(from 69,5% in 2002 to 66,5% in 2007) and an unchanged situation amongst Black Africans over the same 
period. The only two population groups have seen some increases in coverage are the Coloured (from 
17,8% to 18,9%) and Indian/Asians (from 31,2% to 31,9%).

4.3 Disability 

The question in the GHS questionnaire that relates to disability asks specific information from each 
household member regarding whether or not persons in the household are limited in their daily activities, at 
home, at work or at school, because of a long-term physical, sensory, hearing, intellectual, or psychological 
condition, lasting six months or more. This question relies heavily on a person’s own perception of their 
own condition and is therefore subjective. It may also be influenced by social stigma attached to certain 
kinds of disabilities.   

Table 5 shows that the highest number of disabilities was recorded in 2005, when 1 512 000 individuals 
identified themselves as disabled. This represented 3,2% of the total population at the time. Over time, 
reported disability rates fluctuated annually between 2,4% and 3,3%, with the 2006 and 2007 figures stable 
at approximately 3,0% of the population.  Annual fluctuations may not reflect changes in the actual 
percentage of the disabled in the population, but may instead be a function of the subjective nature of the 
self-assessment of disability that is required by the question.    
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Table 5: Disability by gender 

Year
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007Disabled population 

Thousand 

Male 769 624 680 787 792 744 
Female 723 486 582 725 685 690 
Total disabled 1 492 1 110 1 262 1 512 1 479 1 434 

       
Total population       

Male 22 388 22 625 22 851 23 079 23 319 23 557 
Female 23 132 23 377 23 603 23 825 24 054 24 282 
Unspecified 13 4 6 9 18 12 
Total 45 533 46 007 46 459 46 913 47 391 47 851 

Percentage 
Male 3,4 2,8 3,0 3,4 3,4 3,2 
Female 3,1 2,1 2,5 3,0 2,8 2,8 
RSA 3,3 2,4 2,8 3,2 3,1 3,0 

5. Labour market activities 

5.1 Introduction  

This section focuses on key elements of the labour market as well as work-related activities of household 
members. Although the GHS is not the principal instrument for collecting official labour market indicators 
such as the unemployment rate, the survey does include some related questions and provides an 
indication of the situation in the labour market at times when the Labour Force Survey (LFS) is not being 
conducted. However, while the July data is useful in gauging some degree of seasonality, caution must be 
exercised in making comparisons with the LFS, since this survey is dedicated to labour market issues; and 
a number of labour market-related questions that are included in the LFS are not in the GHS. 

5.2 Key elements of the labour market 

Table 6 shows that the number of employed individuals increased from 11 145 000 individuals in July 2002 
to 12 720 000 in July 2007. The labour absorption rates have also shown an increase during the same 
period from 39,2% to 41,9%. When comparing unemployment rates as reported by the GHS and LFS, one 
has to note that the LFS is dedicated to labour market issues only, whereas the GHS is dedicated to issues 
of wider social concern and as such only includes a relatively small labour market component. These 
surveys are also not conducted at exactly the same time of the year and demand for casual and temporary 
workers during certain times of the year may contribute towards small fluctuations within a yearly cycle. 
Even though the labour force participation rate has shown an increasing trend between July 2003 and July 
2007, there were several exceptions. The labour force participation rate showed two peaks of 56,1% in July 
2002 and 56,0% in July 2006 that were higher than the measurements for any other year including July 
2007. The measurement gap for this indicator between LFS March 2007 and GHS 2007 is relatively small 
at 0,4%.
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Table 6: Key elements of the labour market, comparison of GHS with LFS for the population of working 
age*

GHS LFS
Jul'02 Jul'03 Jul'04 Jul'05 Jul’06 Jul’07 Mar’05 Sep’05 Mar’06 Sep’06 Mar’07

Thousand Thousand 
a. Employed 11 145 10 816 11 129 11 634 11 982 12 720 11 907 12 301 12 541 12 800 12 648 
b. Unemployed 4 817 4 747 4 666  4 413 4 792 4 199 4 283 4 487 4 275 4 391 4 336 
c. Not economically 
active 12 485 13 332 13 442 13 602 13 161 13 415 13 334 12 909 13 126 12 815 13 211 

           
d. Labour force 15 961 15 563 15 795 16 047 16 774 16 919 16 190 16 788 16 726 17 191 16 984 
e. Working age 28 447 28 896 29 237 29 650 29 935 30 334 29 524 29 697 29 852 30 006 30 195 
 Percentage Percentage 
f. Unemployment rate 
(b/d*100) 30,2 30,5 29,5 27,5 28,6 24,8 26,5 26,7 25,6 25,5 25,5 

g. Labour absorption 
rate (a/e*100) 39,2 37,4 38,1 39,2 40,0 41,9 40,3 41,4 41,7 42,7 41,9 

h. Labour force 
participation rate 
(d/e*100) 

56,1 53,9 54,0 54,1 56,0 55,8 54,8 56,5 56,0 57,3 56,2 

* All data in this table are based on the new population benchmarks.

The general decline in the unemployment rate as reported in previous GHS reports, continued through to 
July 2007. In July 2007 the unemployment rate of 24,8% is 3,8% points lower than in July 2006. Even 
though this is the biggest difference measured to date between two consecutive years, the gap between 
this measurement and that of the closest LFS (LFS March 2007) is smaller than between the GHS of July 
2006 measurement and the LFS of March 2006. It is also similar to the gap in measurement reported for 
the GHS 2005 and LFS March 2005. The July 2006 measurement could have been skewed by several 
events. For example, an unusually high demand for temporary workers within some PSUs during the 
month(s) preceding the survey could have contributed towards that peak.   

5.3 Employment 

Table 7a summarises the number of people employed in each of the different industrial sectors. The 
general trends that can be observed for the period 2002 to 2007 are: 

� The number of people employed in the agricultural sector has declined from 1 287 000 in 2002 to 
908 000 in 2007. The percentage contribution of this sector to overall employment has also shrunk 
from 11,6% to 7,2%.

� Employment in the mining sector has also declined with the number of employed individuals 
decreasing from 556 000 in 2002 to 484 000 in 2007. The relative percentage contribution of this 
sector declined from 5,0% to 3,8%.  

� The manufacturing industry has seen some growth in terms of total numbers employed (1 582 000 
vs. 1 712 000), but has decreased its relative share in the employment industry from 14,3% to 
13,5%.

� The three sectors that have grown the fastest in terms of the absolute numbers of people 
employed as well as their percentage contribution towards overall employment are the construction 
industry, trade and service industry. 

� The construction industry has grown from 5,5% to 9,1% in terms of the overall share of employees. 
The number of individuals employed also increased from 612 000 to1 150 000.  

� Trade has increased its relative share to the overall employment sector from 20,5% to 23,2%. This 
also represents an increase in the number of jobs in this sector from 2 270 000 to 2 943 000.   

� The service industry increased its relative market share from 18,1% in 2002 to 19,0% in 2007 and 
currently it employs 2 409 000 people as opposed to 2 009 000 in 2002. 
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Table 7a: Industrial sector in which employed people (aged 15 to 65) work (in thousands) 

GHS 
Jul’02 Jul’03 Jul’04 Jul’05 Jul’06 Jul’07Industry Statistic 

Thousand 

Number 1 287 1 141 1 184 843 819 908 Agriculture
% 11,6 10,6 10,7 7,3 6,9 7,2 
Number 556 560 543 427 419 484 Mining
% 5,0 5,2 4,9 3,7 3,5 3,8 

Number 1 582 1 517 1 455 1 677 1 649 1 712 Manufacturing
% 14,3 14,1 13,1 14,5 13,8 13,5 

Number  85 80 87 101 72 93 Utilities
% 0,8 0,7 0,8 0,9 0,6 0,7 
Number  612 626 657 815 1 059 1 150 Construction
% 5,5 5,8 5,9 7,0 8,9 9,1 

Number  2 270 2 169 2 306 2 693 2 717 2 943 Trade
% 20,5 20,1 20,8 23,2 22,7 23,2 

Number  569 536 526 560 661 557 Transport 
% 5,1 5,0 4,7 4,8 5,5 4,4 
Number  1 080 1 053 1 127 1 214 1 224 1 249 Finance
% 9,8 9,8 10,2 10,5 10,2 9,8 

Number  2 009 2 083 2 198 2 219 2 208 2 409 Services
% 18,1 19,3 19,8 19,1 18,5 19,0 

Number  1 026 1 013 1 009 1 057 1 128 1 185 Private
households % 9,3 9,4 9,1 9,1 9,4 9,3 

Number 11 076 10 778 11 094 11 604 11 957 12 696 Subtotal 
100 100 100 100 100 100 

Unspecified Number  69 38 35 30 25 30 
% 0,6 0,3 0,3 0,3 0,2 0,2 

      
Total 11 145 10 816 11 129 11 634 11 982 12 720 



Statistics South Africa               P0318 

                                  

General Household Survey, July 2007                 

25

Table 7b: Industry of employed persons older than 65 years  

Table 7b shows that in 2007 there were 163 000 persons older than 65 who were employed. This is an 
increase from the 149 000 recorded in 2002. However, this group still represents 1,3% of all employed 
people as was recorded in 2002. Most of the persons older than 65 were employed in the services sector 
(22,1%) in 2007. This is followed by Trade (18,4%), Agriculture (19,0%) and manufacturing (11,7%). This 
profile has changed considerably from 2002 when the vast majority of the employed elderly were working 
in the agricultural sector (38,9%) and trade (22,1%).    

GHS 
Industry Statistic Jul'02 Jul'03 Jul'04 Jul'05 Jul'06 Jul’07

Number in 
thousands 58 35 46 24 35 31 Agriculture
% 38,9 31,0 38,0 21,6 27,3 19,0 
Number in 
thousands 2 0 0 1 1 2 Mining
% 1,3 0,0 0,0 0,9 0,8 1,2 
Number in 
thousands 11 9 7 9 13 19 Manufacturing
% 7,4 8,0 5,8 8,1 10,2 11,7 
Number in 
thousands 0 0 0 0 0 3 Utilities
% 0,0 0 0,0 0,0 0,0 1,3 
Number in 
thousands 8 4 5 8 7 10 Construction
% 5,4 3,5 4,1 7,2 5,5 6,1 
Number in 
thousands 33 31 29 36 29 30 Trade
% 22,1 27,4 24,0 32,4 22,7 18,4 
Number in 
thousands 4 2 3 1 3 8 Transport 
% 2,7 1,8 2,5 0,9 2,3 4,9 
Number in 
thousands 11 6 8 8 8 10 Finance
% 7,4 5,3 6,6 7,2 6,3 6,1 
Number in 
thousands 12 11 16 12 20 36 Services
% 8,1 9,7 13,2 10,8 15,6 22,1 
Number in 
thousands 12 11 8 11 13 14 Private households 
% 8,1 9,7 6,6 9,9 10,2 8,6 
Number In 
thousands 149 113 121 111 128 163 Subtotal 
% 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Subtotal as percentage of total 
employed, regardless of age % 1,3 1,0 1,1 0,9 1,1 1,3 

Total employed, regardless of 
age

Number in 
‘000 11 318 10 944 11 263 11 766 12 137 12 920 

Total employed aged 15 to 65 
Number in 
‘000 11 145 10 816 11 129 11 634 11 982 12 720 
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Figure 13: Percentage of personnel employed in more skilled occupations by industry6,
July 2002–2007 (all employed people 15 years and older) 
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Figure 13 depicts the percentage of staff employed in more skilled occupations in each of the industrial 
sectors. The three most senior categories of personnel (by occupation), have been added as a single 
group (i.e. managers, professionals and semi-professionals including technicians). They comprise the 
“more skilled” group of employed persons.  

The graph shows that the following changes have taken place since 2002:  
� The agricultural sector has employed more skilled staff. Their relative contribution to the overall 

employment within the sector increased from 2,1% to 5,5%.  
� The overall contribution of ‘more skilled’ employed persons to the mining sector deceased from 

8,6% to 7,4% and in the manufacturing sector from 18,9% to 16,6%. 
� In the finance sector the percentage of more skilled occupations shrunk from 44,8% to 35,3%.  
� More skilled occupations increased their presence in the Utilities (from 18,4% to 22,0%), 

Construction  (from 6,1% to 7,6%), Trade (from 12,7% to 17,7%) and Transport (from 24,3% to 
25,6%) sectors.  

6 Industries or categories not shown in graph because of relatively few cases are: Private households, extraterritorial organizations and other.
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5.4 Means of support for individuals that were not working  

Figure 14 illustrates the means of support available to household members that are not employed. The 
data reported here are based only on the results of the GHS. The vast majority of persons that are not 
employed rely on financial assistance from a person within their household (77,5%). This figure has 
remained virtually unchanged since 2002 when 76,8% said they are dependent on other household 
members for support. Over the same period, reliance on persons outside the household decreased from 
16,3% to 14,9%, whilst old-age pensions or disability grants increased their share from 6,8% to 10,2%.   

Figure 14: Means of support for household members aged 15 to 65 who were not working  
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6. Basic population statistics 

Table 8 shows that the most populous provinces are KwaZulu-Natal (10 012 000) followed by Gauteng 
(9 689 000) and Eastern Cape (6 907 000).  The GHS population findings largely correspond with the 
Statistics SA mid-year population projections for 2007.   

          Table 8: Number of individuals per province as per GHS 2002 to GHS 2007 

Total population 
(Thousand) Provinces 

2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Western Cape  4 344  4 446  4 547  4 652 4 745 4 841 
Eastern Cape  7 002  7 017  7 030  7 040 7 052 6 907 
Northern Cape   885   891   897   903 911 1 102 
Free State  2 929  2 939  2 947  2 953 2 959 2 966 
KwaZulu-Natal  9 424  9 505  9 581  9 655 9 732 10 012 
North West  3 747  3 775  3 801  3 825 3 858 3 394 
Gauteng  8 498  8 674  8 848  9 029 9 211 9 689 
Mpumalanga  3 154  3 178  3 200  3 221 3 252 3 536 
Limpopo  5 550  5 580  5 608  5 636 5 671 5403 
Total  45 533  46 007  46 459  46 913 47 391 47 851 

Table 9 summarises the number of households in each province as per the GHS findings. In 2007 there 
were 3 244 000 households in Gauteng, 2 537 000 households in KwaZulu-Natal and 1 796 000 in the 
Eastern Cape.  

Table 9: Number of households per province, GHS 2002 to GHS 2007 

Number of households 
(Thousand) Provinces 

 2002  2003  2004  2005  2006 2007
Western Cape  1 139  1 212  1 228  1 283 1 323 1 367 

Eastern Cape  1 681  1 682  1 651  1 732 1 729 1 796 

Northern Cape   236   235   236   243 240 294 

Free State   795   822   844   858 849 873 

KwaZulu-Natal  2 189  2 328  2 380  2 457 2 589 2 537 

North West   975   989  1 022  1 033 1050 943  

Gauteng  2 475  2 712  2 747  2 983 3 032 3 244 

Mpumalanga   768   813   805   793 797 888 

Limpopo  1 222  1 248  1 283  1 345 1 362 1 318 

Total  11 479  12 041  12 194  12 726 12 972 13 261 
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7. Housing  

7.1 Introduction 

The characteristics of the dwellings in which households live and their access to various services and 
facilities provide an important indication of the well-being of household members. It is widely recognised 
that shelter satisfies a basic human need for physical security and comfort. Participatory poverty 
assessments in South Africa suggest that local communities view poverty not only as lacking or being 
deficient in income, but also being isolated, having inadequate education and health services, lacking water 
supply, and the inability to participate in the economic and social life of the community. 

One of the major objectives of the GHS is to collect information from households about various aspects of 
their living arrangements. In this regard, this section presents selected findings from the GHS over the 
period 2002 to 2007. The analysis will focus on the type of dwellings in which South African households 
live and then on the distribution of services such as water, sanitation and refuse removal. The section on 
water will include an overview of key findings based on the additional questions included in GHS 2007 that 
were not in previous rounds of the survey. 

7.2 Housing types and ownership 

Figure 15 depicts the nature of ownership of selected dwelling types occupied by households at the time of 
the GHS 2007. The ownership of traditional houses increased slightly from 90,5% in 2002 to 91,4%, whilst 
the ownership of formal separate dwellings increased from 63,4% in 2002 to 69,8% in 2007.  

Figure 15: Percentage of households living in formal separate, informal and traditional housing 
types who own their dwellings 
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Figure 16 shows the percentage of households living in informal dwellings per province. There has been a 
general increase in the percentage of households that find themselves in informal dwellings from 12,7% in 
2002 to 15,4% in 2007.   

More specific findings illustrated in Figure 16 are: 
� The provinces with the highest percentage of households whose main dwelling is informal are 

Gauteng (25,9%), Western Cape (21,4%), North West 19,9% and Free State (18,2%).   
� The biggest percentage point increases from 2002 to 2007 in terms of the percentage of 

households who find themselves in informal dwellings were: North West (7,6% increase), Gauteng 
(7,2% increase) and Western Cape (6,3% increase).   

� The number of households living in informal dwellings have decreased since 2002 in the following 
provinces: KwaZulu-Natal (-3,0%), Mpumalanga (-1,9%) and Eastern Cape (-1,1%) . 

Figure 16: Percentage of households living in informal dwellings per province 
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Figure 17: Percentage of households for which the main dwelling is informal or traditional.  
Comparing the situation in the same household in 2003 and 2007.  

     

Even though there has been an increase in the percentage of households finding themselves in informal 
dwellings (Figure 16), when households compare their current dwelling type with their own dwelling type of 
5 years ago (2003), there has been some improvement (Figure 17).  In all provinces considerably more 
households no longer find themselves in informal/traditional structures as their main dwelling. Nationally 
the percentage of households who lived in traditional/informal dwellings in 2003 were 26,5% and in 2007 
25,5% of the same households found themselves still in this position.  

The province where households have made the biggest progress is Limpopo, with -5,1% points decrease 
from 2003 (from 16,3 to 11,2%). This province is closely followed by Mpumalanga where the percentage of 
households occupying these kinds of dwellings fell from 21,0% to 18,3% (-2,7% points). KwaZulu-Natal 
changed from 33,6% to 31,8% (-1,8%), the Free State changed from 22,6% to 21,7% (-0,9%), North West 
from 23,2% to 22,3% (-0,9%) and the Eastern Cape which changed from 39,3% to 38,7 (-0,8%). The 
provinces with increases in the percentage of households finding themselves still in informal/traditional 
houses compared to five years ago were: Northern Cape from 10,1 to 11,5% (1,4%), Gauteng from 25,3% 
to 26,2% (0,9%), Western Cape from 21,3% to 21,4% (0,1%) and. This analysis also confirms some of the 
general trends highlighted in Figure 16 related to change across provinces in the informal housing sector. 
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Figure 18: Percentage of dwelling units with six rooms or more by population group  
                      

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

Pe
rc

en
ta

ge
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

2002 18,9 37,6 23,4

2003 17,9 37,6 22,6

2004 18,8 37,5 23,2

2005 16,7 37,7 21,5

2006 17,3 34,3 21,1

2007 16,6 36,5 21,0

Black African Other RSA

The percentage of dwelling units with six rooms or more per population is depicted in Figure 18. There has 
been a steady decline in both the Black African and other population groups in the percentage of 
households who occupy dwelling units with six rooms or more since 2002. In the case of the Black African 
population there has been a decline from 18,9% to 16,6%, whilst there has also been a reduction in the 
other population groups albeit less pronounced (37,6% to 36,5%).  

Figure 18 also shows that whereas only 16,6% of Black African headed-households live in dwellings with 
six rooms or more, approximately 36,5% of households headed by other population groups live in such 
houses.  



Statistics South Africa               P0318 

                                  

General Household Survey, July 2007                 

33

Figure 19: Percentage of households that received a government housing subsidy by gender of the 
household head 
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Figure 19 shows that there has been a national increase in the percentage of households that reported 
receiving a government housing subsidy – from 5,6% in 2002 to 9,1% in 2007. In addition to this it is 
noteworthy that female headed households are more likely to receive a housing subsidy than their male 
counterparts. In addition to this, the gap between male and female headed households has widened over 
time. In 2002 5,1% of male headed households and 6,4% of female headed households received these 
subsidies (gap of 1,3%), but by 2007 7,6% of male headed and 11,5% of female headed households 
received subsidies (gap of 3,9%).  
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8. Source of energy for households 

The analysis in this section focuses on various energy sources used by South African households over the 
period 2002 to 2007. Figure 20 shows that there has been a general increase in the percentage of 
households reporting to be connected to the main electricity supply from 76,1% in 2002 to 81,5% in 2007.  
The provincial data reflect the same trend with perhaps the exception of Gauteng where there has been a 
decrease in the percentage of households who reported being connected to the main electricity supply. It is 
possible that this trend related to the intensification during the period 2005-2007 of efforts to clamp down 
on illegal electricity connections, especially in Gauteng. Prior to this, individuals who were illegally 
connected often said that they are connected, but currently there is a lot more reluctance to admit this in 
order to avoid ‘official discovery’.  

The provinces with the lowest electrification levels are: Eastern Cape (70,0%), KwaZulu-Natal (76,1%) and 
Gauteng (79,1%). 

The provinces which showed the biggest increases in the percentage of households that are connected 
are:

� Eastern Cape from 54,6% to 70,0% (Difference=+15,4%) 
� Limpopo from 73,1% to 86,1% (Difference =+13,0%) 
� Mpumalanga 77,0% to 86,3% (Difference=+9,3%) 
� Northern Cape from 80,5% to 88,8% (Difference=+8,3%) 
� Western Cape from 88,0% to 96,0% (Difference=+8,0%) 

Figure 20: Percentage of households connected to the mains electricity supply 
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Figure 21: Percentage of households that use paraffin or wood for cooking 
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The use of paraffin and wood for cooking has declined between 2002 and 2007 and reflect the reported 
increased use of mains electricity supply during the same time period. Figure 21 shows that: 

� There has been an overall decline in the use of paraffin or wood for cooking from 38,1% to 29,1% 
between 2002 and 2007. 

� The provinces where paraffin and wood use are most prevalent, are: Limpopo (59,4%), Eastern 
Cape (47,4%), North West (31,8%) and Mpumalanga (30,3%).  

� Provinces that showed a more than 10% points reduction between wood and paraffin use in 2002 
as compared to 2007 were: Eastern Cape (69,3% to 47,4%, difference=-21,9%), Free State 
(30,8% to 19,2%, difference=-11,6%, North West (42,3% to 31,8% difference=-10,5%) and 
KwaZulu-Natal (39,4% to 29,0%, difference=-10,4%). 

� Gauteng is the only province that had an increase in paraffin and wood use for cooking during the 
past 6 years. The percentage of households who use these cooking fuels increased from 13,6% in 
2002 to 18,5% in 2007. This represents an increase of 4,9% points over a six year period.  
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9. Sanitation and refuse removal  

Adequate sanitation facilities, refuse disposal and access to clean drinking water are all strongly associated 
with positive health and well-being outcomes. After publishing their White Paper on Basic Household 
Sanitation in 20017, the Department of Water Affairs and Forestry developed and launched the National 
Sanitation Programme. This programme is mainly aimed at eliminating the sanitation backlog by 2010 and 
eradicating the bucket system by 2007 as targeted in the White Paper.  

This section provides a broad overview of the findings of the sanitation and refuse removal arrangements 
situation in households over the period 2002 to 2007. 

In July 2007 only 1,8% of the South African Population use the bucket system. This is lower than the 2,3% 
reported in 2002. The only provinces where substantial percentages of households were still using the 
bucket system at the time that the GHS 2007 was conducted were: The Free State (12,4%), Eastern Cape 
(4,7%) and Northern Cape (3,7%).  

Figure 22: Percentage of households that has no toilet facility or were using a bucket toilet per 
province 
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Figure 22 identifies the percentage of households per province that do not have access to any toilet 
facilities or still make use of bucket toilets. The main trends in this respect are: 

� In seven of the nine provinces the percentage of households that had no toilet facility/use bucket 
toilets has declined over the period 2002 to 2007. This is also reflected in the steady decline in the 
national average – from 13,2% in 2002 to 11,0% in 2004 and 8,3% in 2007. 

� Provinces with the highest percentage of no toilet facilities/bucket users include: Eastern Cape 
(24,2%), Free State (14,0%) and Limpopo (10,5%). 

� Even though the Eastern Cape, Limpopo and Northern Cape are among the provinces with the 
highest percentage of no toilet/ bucket users, they are also the two provinces that showed the 
biggest reductions of all provinces between 2002 and 2007. In the Eastern Cape no toilet/ bucket 
users facilities decreased from 37,1% to 24,2% (Difference=-12,9%), in Limpopo it changed from 
19,6 to 10,5% (Difference=-9,1%) and in the Northern Cape from 17,6% to 9,5% (Difference=-
8,1%).

7 White Paper on Basic Household Sanitation, Department of Water Affairs and Forestry, September 2001.    
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Environmental hygiene plays an essential role in the prevention of many diseases. It also impacts on the 
natural environment and the preservation of important natural assets, such as for example water 
resources. Figure 23 indicates that refuse removal services provided by municipalities throughout the 
country are increasingly being used by households. The percentage of households that used the refuse 
disposal services of their municipality, increased steadily – from 55,1% in 2002 to 57,2% in 2004 and 
61.0% in 2007. In spite of all these gains, access and use of refuse removal services are still extremely low 
in certain provinces such as Limpopo where only 17,3% of the population remove their refuse. Less than 
50% of the households in the Eastern Cape (40,3%), Mpumalanga (45%) and North West (49,8%) said that 
their refuse is removed by the municipality. There has also been a decrease in Gauteng from 88,2% to 
85,7%.

Figure 23: Percentage of households whose refuse is removed by the municipality 
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10. Water access and use 

The GHS surveys have consistently confirmed that South Africa has indeed made enormous progress in 
increasing access to safe water. This trend continues during the current reporting period.  

Figure 24: Access to piped or tap water in dwelling, on site or off site per province 

The map above shows that the province with the poorest access to piped or tap water (on or off-site)  is 
Eastern Cape Province where only  72,8% have access. The situation is slightly better in Limpopo Province 
(83,4%), KwaZulu-Natal (83,8%), Mpumalanga (89,1%) and North West (89,6%).  Figure 25 on the next 
page shows that even though the situation in the Eastern Cape is currently the worst in the country, people 
with access to piped or tap water increased significantly since 2002 when only 55,2% of the population had 
access. This represents an increase of 17,6% points in 6 years. The other two provinces where 
considerable progress has been made since 2002 is KwaZulu-Natal where access has increased from 
75,1% to 83,8% (an increase of 8,7% points) and Limpopo with an increase from 73,5% to 83,4% (an 
increase of 9,9% points). In North West there has been a relatively small increase from 85,5% to 89,6%.  

Figure 26 demonstrates that there has been an increase in the percentage of households who use safe off-
site water sources (neighbour’s tap, communal tap or off-site borehole) from 17,9% in 2002 to 22,1% in 
2007.

Even though these sources are not yet on-site, they reflect the reduction that can be seen in Table 10 in 
the use of unsafe sources such as streams, rivers, dams, pools etc. In spite of this there are still big 
differences between the different population groups in terms of households who have to use off-site safe 
water sources, with 27,7% of Black Africans and only 2,2% of other population groups in this position.  
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Figure 25: Percentage of households with access to piped or tap water in the dwelling, off site or on 
site per province 
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Figure 26: Percentage of households who have access to water from a neighbour’s tap, 
communal tap or borehole (off-site) by population group of household head 
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Table 10: Comparison of the main water source for drinking8 used by households (2002-2007) 

Year

Water Source Statistic 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Number in 
thousands 4 398 4 653 4 723 4 926 5 102 5 279 Piped water in dwelling  

Percentage 38,3 38,6 38,8 38,8 39,4 40,0 
Number in 
thousands 3 189 3 452 3 550 3 775 3 938 4 127 Piped water on site 

Percentage 27,8 28,7 29,1 29,7 30,4 31,3 
Number in 
thousands 306 317 202 171 152 156 Borehole on site 

Percentage 2,7 2,6 1,7 1,3 1,2 1,2 
Number in 
thousands 164 109 41 34 53 99 Rainwater tank on site 

Percentage 1,4 0,9 0,3 0,3 0,4 0,8 
Number in 
thousands 69 51 286 287 277 281 Neighbour’s tap 

Percentage 0,6 0,4 2,3 2,3 2,1 2,1 
Number in 
thousands 1 640 1 882 1 851 2 101 2 088 2 084 Public/communal tap 

Percentage 14,3 15,6 15,2 16,5 16,1 15,8 
Number in 
thousands 76 74 81 128 142 137 Water-carrier/tanker 

Percentage 0,7 0,6 0,7 1,0 1,1 1,0 
Number in 
thousands 349 299 342 320 324 221 Borehole off-site/communal 

Percentage 3,0 2,5 2,8 2,5 2,5 1,7 
Number in 
‘thousands 731 627 631 516 482 479 Flowing water/stream/river 

Percentage 6,4 5,2 5,2 4,1 3,7 3,6 
Number in 
thousands 93 90 72 42 37 60 Stagnant water/Dam/Pool 

Percentage 0,8 0,7 0,6 0,3 0,3 0,5 
Number in 
thousands 173 140 141 88 145 72 Well

Percentage 1,5 1,2 1,2 0,7 1,1 0,5 
Number in 
thousands 253 309 242 273 187 167 Spring

Percentage 2,2 2,6 2,0 2,1 1,4 1,3 
Number in 
thousands 32 30 21 50 29 26 Other

Percentage 0,3 0,2 0,2 0,4 0,2 0,2 
Number in 
thousands 11 473 12 033 12 183 12 711 12 956 13 188 Subtotal 
Percentage 100 100 100 100 100 100 

Unspecified  7 8 12 15 18 73 

Total  11 479 12 041 12 194 12 726 12 972 13 261 

8  The 2005, 2006, 2007 questionnaires specifically asked for dinking water sources, whilst the 2002, 2003, 2004 questionnaires just asked for 
the main source of water. 
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Even though there has been annual fluctuations, the percentage of households who receive piped water 
supplies from their local municipalities increased since 2004 from 77,1% to 78,8% in 2007. Of those who 
receive piped water from a municipality, 63,5% said in 2007 that they paid for the water as opposed to 
66,3% in 2004 (Also see Table 11).   

Reasons for non-payment of water are summarized in Figure 27. It shows that the most important reasons 
for not paying have remained similar over time. These reasons are: No metering system (38,7%), no billing 
system (25,3%), Cannot afford (22,0%) and water should be free (20,0%).  The reasons that have seen the 
biggest increases in percentages since 2004 are: water should be free (from 5,9% to 20,0%) and cannot 
afford to pay for water (from 11,7% to 22,0%). The absence of a billing system as a reason has also 
increased substantially from 6,7% to 25,3%.  

Figure 27: Reasons for non-payment among households with access to piped water supply 
(2002 to 2003 not available)9
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According to Table 11, the majority of the users of water services (71,7%) said that they find the quality of 
the water related services that they receive good.  However, this is less households than in 2005, when 
75,7% felt services were good. The percentage of users who rate water services as average increased 
from 16,0% in 2005 to 20,9% in 2007.  

9 More than one response was possible for this question. 
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Table 11: Access to piped municipal water supplies, payment and service ratings for local 
municipalities (numbers in thousands)10

Year
Access to piped water Statistic 

2004 2005 2006 2007

Number 9 383 9 974 9 748 10 444 Yes 
Percentage 77,1 78,5 75,3 79,0 

Number  2 784 2 726 3 198 2 775 No
Percentage 22,9 21,5 24,7 21,0 

Number  12 167 12 700 12 946 13 219 Subtotal
Percentage 100 100 100 100 

Unspecified Number  26 25 26 41 

Total Number  12 194 12 726 12 972 13 261 

Pay for Water 

Number  6 217 6 080 6 231 6 609 Yes 
Percentage 66,3 61,0 64,2 63,5 

Number  3 158 3 887 3 472 3 794 No
Percentage 33,7 39,0 35,8 36,5 

Number  9 375 9 967 9 703 10 403 Subtotal
Percentage 100 100 100 100 

Unspecified Number  9 7 44 41 

Total Number  9 383 9 974 9 748 10 444 

Water Services Ratings 

Number
Not

available 7 531 7 081 7 466 Good

Percentage  75,7 72,8 71,7 

Number
Not

available 1 596 1 963 2 176 Average

Percentage  16,0 20,2 20,9 

Number
Not

available 818 683 774 Poor

Percentage  8,2 7,0 7,4 

Number
Not

available 9 945 9 727 10 416 Subtotal

Percentage  100 100 100 

Unspecified Number
Not

available 29 20 27 

Total Number  9 383 9 974 9 748 10 444 

10 These questions were not included in the 2002 and 2003 questionnaires and water service ratings were not done in 2004. 
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In spite of the positive ratings of water services, nearly a quarter of water users (24,4%) said in 2007 that 
they have experienced interruptions in their piped water supply at least once a month or more often. This is 
also higher than in 2002 when only 20,7% of the users of piped water said that they have experienced 
water cuts of this frequency. Water service interruptions are the most common in Limpopo (56,3%), 
Mpumalanga (47,0%), Eastern Cape (31%) and North West 30,6%.  Of these provinces the biggest 
deterioration from 2002 has been in the Eastern Cape (from 18,9% to 31,0%) and Limpopo (from 48,6% to 
56,3%). Provinces that remained the same or had relatively small percentage changes over the same time 
period were Western Cape, North West and Gauteng. In the Northern Cape the percentage of households 
with problems increased from 7,2% in 2002 to 12,4% in 2007.  

Table 12: Number (in thousands) and percentage of households that have water interruptions in their 
piped water supply at least once a month or more often, per province (2002 to 2007) 

Provinces 
Year Statistic 

WC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP RSA 
Number
In ‘000 58 174 16 123 344 216 261 336 433 1 960 2002
% 5,2 18,9 7,2 16,2 21,4 26,0 10,8 48,6 48,6 20,7 
Number
thousands 67 236 17 162 330 193 272 316 430 2 022 2003
% 5,6 24,2 7,5 20,3 18,5 21,7 10,2 43,7 43,8 19,7 
Number
thousands 62 276 18 151 334 104 393 265 420 2 024 2004
% 5,5 29,8 10,0 20,7 21,5 13,6 15,0 42,9 49,6 21,6 
Number
thousands 47 313 20 161 512 189 319 286 514 2 362 2005
% 3,9 29,5 10,1 21,4 31,8 24,0 11,5 48,.5 51,8 23,7 
Number
thousands 56 305 19 158 461 166 364 264 426 2 219 2006
% 4,7 29,6 10,5 20,6 26,8 29,4 12,9 49,7 47,6 22,9 
Number
thousands 59 375 28 224 426 204 378 280 549 2 522 2007
% 4,7 31,0 12,4 28,6 25,5 30,6 12,7 47,0 56,3 24,4 
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11. Household assets 

The ownership of assets can help buffer the poor against adverse circumstances, as assets such as 
houses, land and mobile assets can be sold and converted into cash to meet household consumption 
needs during difficult periods. The accumulation of assets is also often used as an indicator of household 
wealth especially in consumer societies. The type of housing accessible to households is an important 
aspect of their well-being and house ownership represents perhaps the biggest asset any household can 
own during a lifetime. Some households rent the dwelling in which they live, while others occupy a dwelling 
of their own and this is usually one of their most important assets. Dwelling ownership was briefly 
discussed in Section 7 during the discussion about housing.  In addition to the ownership of houses, the 
GHS questionnaire also collected information on the ownership of television and radios as well as access 
to cellphones. Changes in especially television and radio ownership may reflect changes in household 
wealth, whilst access to a cellphone is a good indicator of a household’s ability to communicate with the 
outside world.  Since the upkeep of cellphones is also relatively costly, their use does also reflect to some 
extent the availability of the means to pay for this service.   

Figure 28: Percentage of households that own cellphones, televisions and radios 
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Figure 28 shows that cellphone ownership more than doubled between 2002 and 2007 (from 35,0% to 
73,7%). However, Figure 28 also demonstrates that there has been no visible trend in terms of the 
ownership of radios between 2002 and 2007. The highest level of ownership was recorded in 2004 (81,2%) 
and the lowest in 2005 (79,0%). In 2007 the ownership levels were virtually the same (79,9%) as those 
reported in 2002 (79,8%).  

In contrast to this, the ownership of televisions showed a steady increase from 2002 to 2007 and it may be 
an indicator that can be used as a general indicator of an improvement in material wealth, as these trends 
correspond with others related to economic activities and decreased hunger in households (see Figure 29). 
In the population in general, television ownership increased from 56,5% in 2002 to 67,0% in 2007. The 
provincial variation over time in television ownership is depicted in Figure 29. It shows that all provinces 
except Gauteng shared in the increasing trend over time. Currently television ownership is the highest in 
the Western Cape (81,9%), Northern Cape (70,5%) and Gauteng (70,3%). Ownership levels are currently 
the lowest in the Eastern Cape (56%), Limpopo (61,5%) and KwaZulu-Natal (64,2%),  Even though these 
provinces had the lowest ownership rates, they also showed the biggest increases in ownership of all the 
provinces during the period 2002 to 2007. During this time period, ownership increased from 44,2% to 
61,5% (Difference=17,3%) in Limpopo Province, from 40,0% to 56,0% (Difference=16,0%) in Eastern 
Cape, in KwaZulu-Natal from 48,5% to 68,2% (Difference=15,7%) and in North West from 54,7% to 68,2% 
(Difference=13,5%). 

Figure 29: Household television ownership per province as a wealth indicator 
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12. Food adequacy 

The conventional measure of hunger is usually to regard persons consuming fewer than 1 960 calories per 
day as “hungry”. However, the analysis that follows is only broadly indicative of the extent to which 
household members experience hunger, since it is based solely on self-perceptions. Respondents were 
asked whether any adult over the age of 18 years had gone hungry because there was not enough food, 
and a similar question was asked to persons younger than 18 years. The response categories varied from 
“Never went hungry” to “Always went hungry” as indicated in Table 13. 

Table 13: Distribution of households in which a child went hungry in the 12 months prior to the 
surveys 

YearFrequency of Hunger Statistic 
2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

Number ‘000 5 360 5 325 5 564 5 865 6 561 6 756 1. Never went hungry 
Percentage 68,8 69,9 73,9 76,8 84,0 85,0 

Number ‘000 556 399 387 362 224 219 2. Seldom went hungry 
Percentage 7,1 5,2 5,1 4,7 2,9 2,8 

Number ‘000 1 349 1 353 1 191 1 047 836 812 3. Sometimes went hungry 
Percentage 17,3 17,8 15,8 13,7 10,7 10,2 

Number ‘000 352 328 236 196 113 98 4. Often went hungry 
Percentage 4,5 4,3 3,1 2,6 1,5 1,2 

Number ‘000 173 208 152 162 76 62 5. Always went hungry 
Percentage 2,2 2,7 2,0 2,1 1,0 0,8 

Number ‘000 7 791 7 613 7 530 7 632 7 811 7947 Subtotal  
Percentage 100 100 100 100 100 100 

6. No Children Number ‘000 3 669 4 418 4 651 5 075 5 120 5 273 

7. Unspecified Number ‘000 19 10 12 20 40 43 

 Total Number ‘000 11 479 12 041 12 194 12 726 12 972 13 261 

Figures 30 and 31 show that the downward trend in terms of reported hunger for adults and children 
continued during the twelve months preceding the July 2007 GHS survey. Reported percentages of adults 
and children who said that they went hungry during the 12 months preceding the survey, because of a lack 
of food, decreased from 6,9% to 2,0% for adults and from 6,7% to 2,0% for children between 2002 and 
2007.

During all survey years female headed households were more likely than male headed households to have 
either hungry adults or children in their households.  
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Figure 30: Percentage of households in which an adult (18 years and older) went hungry by gender 
of the household head 
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Figure 31: Percentage of households in which a child (aged 17 years or younger) went hungry by 
gender of household head 
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13. Social assistance and social security services 

Welfare services and social security grants are currently the most direct form of wealth transfer to poor 
households.  Since 1994 annual expenditure on social grants increased more than four fold. By March 
2006, 11 million South Africans were receiving grants and the annual state expenditure on these was R70 
billion a year. These grants included foster care grants, care dependency grants, war veterans grants, old-
age grants, disability grants (this includes physical disability as well as chronic diseases sufferers such as 
HIV/AIDS victims) and child support grants.

Figure 32:  Use of welfare services per province (2007) 

Figure 32 show that individuals in the Eastern Cape (19,1%) and Limpopo (19,0%) and the Free State 
(16,2%) have the highest percentage use of welfare services. Figure 33 on the next page illustrates the 
annual trends per province since 2002. It demonstrates that nationally the percentage of recipients of 
welfare services has more than tripled between 2002 and 2007 (from 4% in 2002 to 14,0% in 2007). The 
biggest percentage point increases over this time period took place in the following provinces: 

Limpopo from 3,7% to 19,0% (15,3%) 
 Eastern Cape from 5,5% to 19,1% (13,6%) 
 KwaZulu-Natal from 1,9% to 12,9% (11,0%) 
 Free State from 5,4% to 16,2% (10,8%) 
 Mpumalanga from 5,2% to 15,4% (10,2%) 
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Figure 33:  Percentage of individuals11 who use welfare services per province (2002- 2007) 
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Table 14 summarises the nature and percentages of individuals who received specific social grants. The 
three rants types that have shown the biggest changes since 2004 were the child support grant, foster care 
grant and the disability grant. According to this data the number of individuals receiving child support grants 
increased from 280 000 in 2004 to 7 506 000 in 2007. The recipients of disability grants also include 
HIV/AIDS victims in addition to the disabled. The number of recipients increased from 760 000 in 2004 to 
1 180 000 in 2007.    

According to the data pensions have been received by 2 585 000 persons in 2007. This represents 5,4% of 
the population. 

11 Even though not specified in the questionnaire, this question was asked to individuals older than 14. It was argued that a child receiving a 
child support grant is not making use of welfare services, but rather the parents or guardians. They are therefore in a better position to answer 
follow-up questions such as for example those related to quality. However, the data represented in Table 14 reflects the social grants for each 
individual in the household who qualified for it. Thus children are listed as beneficiaries of for example child support grants and not their parents.  
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Table 14: Number and percentages of individuals who received specific kinds of social grants 
(2004-2007)12

Kind of social grant Statistic 2004 2005 2006 2007

Number ‘000 2 516 2 516 2 633 2 585 

Denominator 45974 46428 47 321 47 682 Pensions

Percentage 5,6 5,4 5,6 5,4 

Number ‘000 760 1 087 1 042 1 180 

Denominator 45 971 46 423 47 288 47 665 Disability grant 

Percentage 1,7 2,3 2,2 2,5 

Number ‘000 280 4 381 6 733 7 506 

Denominator 45 969 46 421 47 316 47 679 Child Support grant 

Percentage 0,6 9,4 14,2 15,7 

Number ‘000 42 58 73  59 

Denominator 45 972 46425 47 302 47 669 Care Dependency  

Percentage 0,1 0,1 0,2 0,1 

Number ‘000 39 92 145 199 

Denominator 45 971 46 427 47 316 47 651 Foster Care 

Percentage 0,1 0,2 0,3 0,4 

Number ‘000 41 24 44 28 

Denominator 45 969 46 427 47 315 47 676 Grant in Aid 

Percentage 0,1 0,1 0,1 0,1 

Number ‘000 44 26 17 30 

Denominator 45 969 46 426 47 312 47 657 Social Relief 

Percentage 0,1 0,1 0,0 0,1 

12 For each grant a separate question was asked and each had its own number of ‘Do not know’ and ‘unspecified’ responses. These have been 
excluded in the percentage calculations.  
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Figure 34: Percentage of households13 where a child aged 5-17 years left the household during the 
past 12 months and their whereabouts are unknown per province 
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One of the questions in the questionnaire asks the household whether a child aged 5 to 17 years has left 
the household during the past 12 months and their whereabouts are unknown or they are living in the 
streets. The trends that emerge are that of great fluctuation between years in most provinces.  In the 
country as a whole 4,4% of households was affected by such an event in 2002 as opposed to 6,4% in 
2007.

� Provinces where child desertion declined between 2002 and 2007 were the Western Cape (5,4% 
to 2,3%), Northern Cape (7,2% to 5,4%) and North West (5,9% to 4,6%). 

� There were increases in the following provinces between 2002 and 2007: Eastern Cape  (3,2% to 
4,8%), Free State (3,1% to 7,2%), KwaZulu-Natal (5,0% to 6,5%), Gauteng (5,2% to 8,4%), 
Mpumalanga (3,7% to 8,6%) and Limpopo (2,6% to 7,1%). 

13 Only households with children were included in the analysis 
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14. Tourism 

Section 14 provides information about tourism in the country.  A trip as defined in the GHS is a journey 
undertaken by one or more members of the household for at least one night away from home, where a 
person did not receive any remuneration (did not make any profit) at that destination.  It is important to note 
that a trip must be complete. The latter means that a trip is only applicable when a person is back to his/her 
place of residence.   

During 2007 a total of 6 473 154 households or household members undertook at least one trip which 
lasted one or more nights away from home. This is considerably higher than the 6 059 960 in 2006 and 
5 745 411 in 2005 that indicated that they undertook a trip where they spent at least one night away from 
home during the 12 months prior to the survey.   

Of those households who undertook domestic trips lasting one or more nights, in the 12 months preceding 
July 2005, 14% spent one night, 44,5% 2-4 nights and 41,5% more than 5 nights. During 2006 the picture 
changed slightly with 15,6% spending one night, 48,1% spending 2-4 nights and 36,4% spending 5 or more 
nights. Travel patterns for 2007 remained similar to the previous year with 14,1% taking a one night trip, 
49,2% taking a 2-4 night trip and 36,8% taking a trip that lasted 5 or more nights.    

Figure 35:  Percentage of households who went on trips that lasted at least one night away from 
home per province 
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Figure 36 shows that visiting friends and family was the most popular reason for traveling (59,1%). This 
was followed by attending funerals (17,3%) and leisure trips (10,6%).  One night trips were mostly devoted 
to either visiting friends and family or attending funerals, whereas trips that lasted 2 nights or longer were 
mainly for visiting friends and family.  

Figure 36:  Reasons for spending a night(s) away from home in 2007 
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Figure 37 on the next page summarizes the province of destination for the most recent domestic trip that 
lasted 1 or more nights. It shows that in the 12 months preceding GHS 2007, the most popular destinations 
were KwaZulu-Natal. (21,2%), Eastern Cape (16,6%) and Gauteng (13,9%). There were no significant 
changes over time in the province of destination except in the case of KwaZulu-Natal where there has been 
an increase from 17,1% to 21,2%.  

Figure 37: Province that was the principal destination of the most recent trip of households who 
went on domestic trips14
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14 This question was not included in the 2002-2004 questionnaires. 
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15.     Summary 

The GHS 2007 confirms the general positive trends in terms of services delivery and the general living 
conditions of South African households that have been observed since 2002.  In the field of education 
considerable improvements were noted in the enrolment of children aged 0-4 years in educational 
institutions as well as that of 5 and 6 year olds. This signals progress towards some of the goals of the 
Early Childhood Development Program. Educational institution enrolment levels of individuals older than 20 
years have remained stable. However, the percentage of individuals who received no formal education 
decreased and those who completed Grade 12 increased as well.  

In terms of service provision, the provinces that were the worst serviced in 2002 were the Eastern Cape, 
Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal. All of these provinces have experienced considerable leaps forward in terms 
of access to safe water, electricity and better sanitation facilities.  Progress has also been made in reducing 
the percentage of households living in informal dwellings in KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga and the Eastern 
Cape. However, the percentages of households living in informal dwellings increased in all other provinces. 
The biggest percentage increases were reported in Gauteng, the Western Cape and the North West, 
where rapid urbanization make the elimination of service provision backlogs difficult. In spite of this, people 
who live in formal, separate dwellings were more likely to own their dwellings in 2007 than in 2002. This, 
coupled with changes in key asset ownership, confirm the general economic growth that took place in 
South Africa during this time period. The GHS also measures the quality of service provision for the health 
sector and water service delivery.  Levels of satisfaction with the public health sector improved since 2002. 
Although there has been rapid growth in the provision or access to safe water, the percentage of 
households who experience water cuts once a month or more often has also increased significantly.  The 
percentage of households, who are satisfied with the municipal water services they received, also 
decreased since 2005 when this aspect was first measured.  

The findings of the GHS series suggest that significant progress has been made in creating a safety net for 
the poorest of the poor and improving the living conditions of South Africans. Indicators such as the 
percentage of households reporting hunger and people not attending school or health services as a result 
of a lack of money decreased significantly since 2002 when the first GHS was conducted. The percentage 
of individuals using social welfare services tripled since 2002. The biggest progress was reported in the 
Eastern Cape, Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal. This, coupled with small increases in labour absorption rates 
and a decline in the unemployment rate, generally point towards improved socio-economic conditions 
during the period July 2002 to July 2007.  Changes in employment per industrial sector indicate shrinkage 
in the agricultural and mining sectors. Although less people are employed in the former, a larger 
percentage of ‘more skilled’ personnel is employed. This may indicate changes in the sector towards more 
complex operations. The three sectors that have grown the fastest in terms of the numbers of people 
employed, as well as the percentage contribution to overall employment are the construction, industry, 
trade and services.  
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16. Technical notes 

16.1 Target population 

The target population of the survey consists of all private households in all nine provinces of South Africa 
and residents in workers’ hostels. The survey does not cover other collective living quarters such as 
students’ hostels, old age homes, hospitals, prisons and military barracks and is therefore only 
representative of the non-institutionalized and non-military persons or households in South Africa.   

16.2 Sample design 

The sample design for the GHS 2007 was based on a Master Sample (MS) that was designed during 2003 
and used for the first time in 2004. This master sample was developed specifically for household sample 
surveys that were conducted by Statistics South Africa between 2004 and 2007. These include surveys 
such as the annual Labour Force Surveys (LFS), General Household Survey (GHS) and the Income and 
Expenditure Surveys (IES).  

A multi-stage stratified area probability sample design was used. Stratification was done per province (nine 
provinces) and according to District Council (DC) (53 DCs) within provinces15. These stratification variables 
were mainly chosen to ensure better geographical coverage and enable analysts to disaggregate the data 
at DC level.

The design included two stages of sampling. Firstly PSUs were randomly selected using Probability 
Proportional to Size (PPS) sampling techniques. During the second stage of sampling Dwelling Units (DUs) 
were randomly selected as Secondary Sampling Units (SSUs).   

Census Enumeration Areas (EAs) as delineated for the CENSUS 2001 formed the basis of the PSUs. EAs 
were pooled when needed to form PSUs of adequate size (72 dwelling units or more) for the first stage of 
sampling. The following criteria were used for PSU formation: 

� No overlapping between any two PSUs; 
� Complete coverage of the sampling population; 
� Fully identifiable (e.g. in the case of a household survey, information on the geographical 

boundaries of the PSU should enable the exact location of the PSU); 
� Secondary sampling units (SSUs) must be clearly identifiable within PSUs; 
� Updated information on the number of SSUs within all the PSUs had to be available 
� PSUs must be sufficiently large in respect of the number of SSUs included to enable the forming of 

a predetermined number of clusters of SSUs, with the size of a cluster equal to the sample take of 
SSUs within a PSU, taking all types of surveys into consideration; 

� PSUs must also be sufficiently small to facilitate the listing and also regular updating of the SSUs 
within them. 

A PPS sample of PSUs was drawn in each stratum, with the measure of size being the number of 
households in the PSU. Altogether approximately 3 000 PSUs were selected. In each selected PSU a 
systematic sample of ten dwelling units was drawn, thus, resulting in approximately 30 000 dwelling units. 
All households in the sampled dwelling units were enumerated. 

16.3 Allocating sample sizes to strata 

The following formula constitutes the power allocation rule of allocation sample sizes to strata and was 
applied with a power of 0.5 during sampling. 

� � � �1
/ , 0 1H

h h h h hh
n n T CV T CV� � �

�
� � � � �	

where 

15 The technical notes in the GHS 2004 and GHS 2006 incorrectly reported that stratification within provinces was done using urban and non-
urban categories, instead of District Councils. 



Statistics South Africa               P0318 

                                  

General Household Survey, July 2007                 

56

hN � number of Secondary sampling units in stratum h of the population, where the  
         population is assume to have H strata in total; 

hT � population total Measure of Size (MOS) in stratum h; 

hT � population average Measure of Size (MOS) in stratum h; 

hCV � coefficient of relative variation of Measure of Size (MOS) in stratum h; 

/h h hCV S T� ;
n �  total sample size; 

hn � sample size allocated to stratum h; 

In the above notation the word “stratum” should be understood to imply explicit stratum. The power 
allocation rule contains two special cases, viz. 

Proportional allocation to CV 

If 0� �  then � � � �1
/ H

h h hh
n n CV CV

�
� 	

16.4 Weighting  

A two-stage weighting procedure was done on the GHS 2007 using the same methods that were applied 
since 2002.  
The PSU inclusion probability is given by  

S
PSU

PSU
PSU n

N
nP .� ,

where PSUn  is the number of households constituting the selected PSU during census fieldwork, Sn  is the 

number of PSUs per stratum, and PSUN  is the number of households constituting the selected stratum 
during census fieldwork. The household inclusion probability per PSU is given by  

HH

HH
HH H

nP � ,

where HHn  is the number of selected dwelling units per PSU, HHH  is the number of dwelling units in the 
PSU in question at a particular time different from the census time. 

The household weight adjusted for non-response is given by 
HHHH rP .
1

where HHr  is the response rate and is given by 
T

RESP
HH n

nr � where RESPn  is the number of responding 

households and Tn  is the total number of visited households per PSU. The adjusted sample weights are 
now given by  

HHHHPSU
HH rPP

W
..

1
�

A SAS macro called CALMAR was used to benchmark HHW  to the mid-year estimates. The mid-year 
estimates were adjusted to give population estimates for July 2007 (when survey fieldwork took place).  

16.5      Sampling and the interpretation of the data 

Caution must be exercised when interpreting the results of the GHS at low levels of dis-aggregation. 
Revisions to the GHS datasets based on the new population estimates involved benchmarking at the 
national level in terms of age, sex and population group while at the provincial level benchmarking was by 
population group only. The sample and reporting is based on the provincial boundaries as defined in 2001 
and does not represent the new boundaries as defined in December/January 2006. These new boundaries 
resulted in minor changes to the boundaries of some provinces especially Gauteng, North West, 
Mpumalanga/Limpopo and the Eastern and Western Cape. 
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16.6 Definitions of terms 

Household 

A household is defined as a person, or group of persons, who occupy a common dwelling unit (or part of it) 
for at least four nights in a week on average during the past four weeks prior to the survey interview. 
Basically, they live together and share resources as a unit. Other explanatory phrases can be “eating 
from the same pot” and “cook and eat together”. 

Persons, who occupy the same dwelling unit but do not share food or other essentials, are regarded as 
separate households. For example, people who share a dwelling unit, but buy food separately, and 
generally provide for themselves separately, are regarded as separate households within the same 
dwelling unit.  

Conversely, a household may occupy more than one structure. If persons on a plot, stand or yard eat 
together but sleep in separate structures (e.g. a room at the back of the house for single young male 
members of a family), all these persons should be regarded as one household. 

Multiple Households 

Multiple households occur when two or more households live in one sampled dwelling unit. If there are two 
or more households in the selected dwelling unit and they do not share resources, all households are to be 
interviewed. The whole dwelling unit has been given one chance of selection and all households located 
there were interviewed using separate questionnaires.   

Household Head / Acting Household Head 

The head of household is the person identified by the household as the head of that household and must 
(by definition of “household”) be a member of the household. If there is difficulty in identifying the head, the 
head must be selected in order of precedence as the person who: 

� Owns the household accommodation. 
� Is responsible for the rent of the household accommodation. 
� Has the household accommodation as an allowance (entitlement), etc. 
� Has the household accommodation by virtue of some relationship to the owner, lessee, etc. who is 

not in the household. 
� Makes the most decisions in the household. 

If two or more persons have equal claim to be head of the household, or if people state that they are joint 
heads or that the household has no head, then denote the eldest as the head. 

The population of working age   

People aged 15-65 years. 

Not economically active population

Includes people who are not available for work, such as full-time scholars and students, full-time 
homemakers, those who are retired and those who are unable or unwilling to work. 

Economically active population

People aged 15–65 who are employed and those not employed. 

Official and expanded definition of unemployment  

Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) uses the following definition of unemployment as its official definition. The 
unemployed are those people within the economically active population who: (a) did not work during the 
seven days prior to the interview, (b) want to work and are available to start work within two weeks of the 
interview, and (c) have taken active steps to look for work or start some form of self-employment in the four 
weeks prior to the interview. The expanded definition of unemployment excludes criterion (c). 
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Workers

Workers include the self-employed, employers and employees. 

Formal dwellings

Include a house on a separate stand, a flat or apartment in a block of flats, a townhouse, a room in a 
backyard, and a room or flatlet on a shared property. 

Informal dwellings

Refer to shacks or shanties in informal settlements or in backyards. 

Piped water in dwelling or on site

Includes piped water inside the household’s own dwelling or in their yard. It excludes water from a 
neighbour’s tap or a public tap that is not on site. 

Electricity for cooking, heating and/or lighting

Refers to electricity from the public supplier 
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