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The NEMA principles are one of the primary tools for achieving sustainable development because 
they recognise that the consideration of environmental factors requires the integration of social, 
economic and ecological factors into decisions. They are applicable to all decisions that relate to 
the interpretation and implementation of NEMA and other laws concerned with environmental 
management or protection. It is therefore important that the EIA consider the NEMA principles for 
two key reasons: 

• 	 To determine whether the proposed development meets the "sustainability test", that is, does it 
represent a move away from or a move towards sustainable development. 

• 	 To enable the decision-maker to consider the development proposal in light of these principles, 
which they are obliged to do. 

The primary principle is that development must be socially, environmentally and economically 
sustainable. The other principles flow from this and include the following: 

• 	 the social, economic and environmental aspects of activities. including their disadvantages and 
benefits must be considered, assessed and evaluated, and decisions must be appropriate in 
light of such consideration and assessment; 

• 	 the use and exploitation of non-renewable natural resources must be responsible and equitable, 
and must take into account the consequences of the depletion of natural resources; 

• 	 the development, use and exploitation of renewable resources and the ecosystems of which 
they are part must not exceed the level beyond which their integrity is jeopardised; 

• 	 a risk-averse and cautious approach must be applied. which takes into account the limits of 
current knowledge about the consequences of decisions and actions; 

• 	 negative impacts on the environment and on people's environmental rights must be anticipated 
and prevented, and where they cannot be altogether prevented, must be minimised and 
remedied; 

• 	 decisions must be taken in an open and transparent manner, and access to information must be 
provided in accordance with the law; and 

• 	 decisions concerning the environment must take into account the needs, interests and values of 
all interested and affected parties. 

In summary, the EIAR needs to be presented in a manner that answers the following questions: 

• 	 What are the impacts and benefits? 
• 	 What is the significance of each impact and benefit and why? 
• 	 What criteria have been used to determine significance? 
• 	 What information or knowledge gaps are there in relation to the prediction of impacts? 
• 	 What risks and uncertainties are there in the prediction, assessment and evaluation of impacts? 
• 	 Can any of the impacts be avoided? 
• 	 Where impacts cannot be avoided, can they be minimised and if so, to what extent? 
• 	 Are mitigation measures to minimise impacts known to be effective or are there uncertainties? 
• 	 What are the residual impacts (impacts remaining after mitigation)? 
• 	 Which alternative would be most appropriate from an impacts and benefits perspective? 
• 	 Can the development proposal be considered to be consistent with the NEMA principles? 
• 	 In terms of social aspects, which communities and/or individuals stand to gain and which stand 

to lose? For those that stand to gain, what will they gain and at what cost to other members of 
society and the environment? 

• 	 Does the project (with mitigation) conform to the objectives in adopted environmental plans and 
community goals? 




