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Water availability will be one of 
several factors that the DEA 
would consider when 
determining whether to authorise 
or refuse the development. The 
DWA WOUld, however, make the 
decision based on matters 
directly related to water 
resources. Another possibility is 
that both DEA and DWA could 
decide to refuse the application 
because it is determined that 
limited water availability is such 
a significant issue that it 
constitutes a "fatal flaw". This 
decision would be based on 
considering the sustainability of 
water resources, the impacts on 
other water users and ecological 
issues. 

The order in which particular 
applications should be submitted 
is not set or specified. In order 
for an organ of state to fulfil the 
obligation to take the NEMA 
principles (section 2) into 
account when making decisions 

• 	 AGRI-INDUSTRY: These types of developments might require change of land 
use approval (e.g. rezoning). More importantly, it may be necessary to obtain a 
number of environmental permits for waste streams or emissions. For example, 
if there is to effluent discharge to ariver, apermit from DWA is required. If a 
boiler or fumace this may require a permit from the municipality or from DEA. 

• 	 ENERGY: Typically such developments would require a range of permits 
relating to air, liquid and solid pollutants or waste streams. A rezoning approval 
might also be needed. If agricultural land is involved, the Department of 
Agriculture will be a primary commenting authority and may also need to give 
approval if subdivision of agricultural land is required. 

• 	 LARGE·SCALE PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT: Normally such developments 
would involve some sort of land use application (e.g. rezoning or subdivision). 
Where subdivision of agricultural land is involved, approval from the Department 
of Agriculture is necessary. 

• 	 SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE & HOUSING: Most typically, land use approvals 
would be required (e.g. rezoning). If agricultural land is involved and this 
requires subdivision, it will be necessary to obtain approval from the Department 
of Agriculture. 

• 	 LINEAR INFRASTRUCTURE: Land use approvals may be required (e.g. 
rezoning). If agricultural land is to be traversed, it will be necessary to obtain 
approval from the Department of Agriculture if subdivision is needed. The 
crossing of streams, rivers or wetlands will in some circumstances constitute a 
water use, and thus requires DWA's permission. 

that may significantly affect the environment, it makes sense to wait until the EIA process has been 
concluded or at least until the environmental information is to hand (BAR or EIAR), before making 
the decision. It would be difficult for those decision-makers to consider the environment 
meaningfully without the benefit of the information gathered during the EIA process. The competent 
authority's view on whether the environmental impacts can be successfully mitigated or not should 
also be considered, which means that decision-makers need to consult each other. 

As a general "rule of thumb" the ApplicanUEAP must apply for the various authorisations required by 
a project in an integrated way. The timing for commencing the different applications depends on the 
requirements of the project cycle. It is important for the professional team to review the approvals, 
authorisations or permits that may be required against the project programme to clarify what 
information will be available when. This will enable the appropriate timing for the lodging of various 
applications to be determined. For example, in the case of an agri-industry development where 
industrial effluent will be generated and disposed, it makes sense to apply for an effluent permit 
once it has been determined whether there will be on-site treatment of effluent, what treatment 
technology will be used and what quality of effluent will be achieved. A number of alternative 
treatment technologies may be assessed (which should form part of the alternatives assessment in 
the EIA process) before determining the most favourable option. Once the technology has been 
selected, it may then be appropriate to commence the effluent permit process. The authority to 
which the application must be submitted depends on whether the effluent will be discharged to a 
river, stream, dam or wetland, the marine environment or the municipal sewer. 

The EAP must use common sense - for instance, if land needs to be rezoned before a particular 
industry can operate on the premises this process should be undertaken in parallel with the EIA. If 




