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If •• • broadcasting is too important to be left to the market. It has unrivalled influence on 

our cultural identity, our way of understanding ourselves and the world in which we live 

and our ability to participate effectively in a democratic society" (Foster et aI, :152). 

Fifteen years into democracy and amid all these stupendous changes taking shape in the broader ICT 

industry, this discussion paper provides an opportunity for all South Africans to shape their own 

broadcasting in the way that it can serve their needs and contribute to socio-economic development. The 

paper may have inadvertently omitted some critical issues that are considered important and relevant to 

public service broadcasting. Therefore, submissions are encouraged to include those issues for 

consideration. As per the late Minister, Dr. Matsepe-Casaburri's intention during her 2008 Budget Vote 

Speech, this has to be comprehensive a process that will shape broadcasting that is best suited for our 

democracy. 
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