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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND TOURISM 
DEPARTEMENT VAN OMGEWINGSAKE EN TOERISME 

No. 1197 18 December 2007 

PROCLAMATION OF THE FOSSIL HOMlNlD SITES OF SOUTH AFRICA 
(CONSISTING OF FOSSIL HOMlNlD SITES OF STERKFONTEIN, 
SWARTKRANS, KROMDRAAI AND THE ENVIRONS, TAUNG SKULL FOSSIL 
SlTE AND MAKAPAN VALLEY) AS A WORLD HERITAGE SlTE IN TERMS OF 
THE WORLD HERITAGE CONVENTION ACT, 1999 (ACT NO 57 OF 1999) 

I, Marthinus Christoffel Johannes van Schalkwyk: Minister of Environmental 
Affairs and Tourism, hereby proclaim by virtue of the powers vested in me by 
section 1 (xxiv)(a)(i) of the World Heritage Convention Act, 1999 (Act No. 57 of 
1999) the Fossil Hominid sites of South Africa (consisting of the Fossil Hominid 
Sites of Sterkfontein, Swartkrans, Kromdraai and the environs, Makapan Valley 
and Taung Skull Fossil Site), inscribed in 1999 and 2005 on the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage List, 
to be a World Heritage Site, as described in the Annexure 1 below. 

MARTHINUS VAN SCHALKWYK, MP 
MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND TOURISM 
DATE: 0711 2/07 



--. .- - Am .-. - 
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ANNEXURE 1 

THE FOSSIL HOMlNlD SITES OF SOUTH AFRICA (CONSISTING OF 
CRADLE OF HUMANKIND, TAUNG SKULL FOSSIL SlTE AND MAKAPAN 

VALLEY) AS A WORLD HERITAGE SlTE 

The Fossil Hominid sites of South Africa World Heritage Site is made up of the 
following components: 

Hominid sites 
of 
Sterkfontein, 
Swartkrans, 
Kromdraai 
and the 
environs 
commonly 
known as the 
"Cradle of 
Humankind " 
Taung Skull 
~ o s s i r  Site 

Makapan 
Valley 

~ o r t h  West 
provinces 
South Africa 

North West 
Province 
South Africa 
Limpopo 
Province 
South Africa 

Taung 

Mokopane 
(Potgietersrus) 

As described in 
Annexure 1 (A) 

As described in 
Annexure 1 (B) 

As described in 
Annexure 1 (C) 

Hereunder is a detailed description of these components: 
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ANNEXURE 1 (A) 

DESCRIPTION OF THE HERITAGE SITE 

NAME OF THE SITE: 

The Cradle of Humankind (Component of the Fossil Hominid sites of South Africa) 

PROVINCES: 

Gauteng and North West provinces 

EXACT LOCATION ON MAP WITH GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES: 

Location of the site; 

The site proposed is located 45km west of Johannesburg and 5km north of the closest 
urban centre. 

Geographical Coordinates; 

Centre of World Heritage Site: - 27" 47' 20" E, 25" 55' 45" S 
SW comer: - 27" 42' 50" E, 26" 01' 40" S 
NE corner: - 27" 51' 45" E. 25" 49' 45" S 

The description of the boundaries: 

The Site: 

- Moving in a clockwise direction. Starting at point A, the north western comer of the 
farm 172 IQ portion 6, and follow the cadastral boundaries in an north western and then 
north eastern direction up to point B, a point on the south eastern boundary of farm 504 
JQ portion 165. 
- From point B, follow an unsurveyed line in a north eastern direction along the north 
western foothills of the Watersberg mountain up to point C, the north western corner of 
farm 479 JQ portion1 . 
- From point C follow the cadastral boundaries in an eastern and then southern direction 
along the western side of the road R512 up to point D, the north eastern comer of the 
farm 48 1 JQ portion 2 19. 
- From point D follow the road R5 12 in an eastern and then southern direction up to point 
E, the northern comer of farm 493 JQ portion 11  8. 
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-From point E follow the cadastral boundaries in a southern direction along the western 
side of the road R5 12 up to point F, the south western comer of farm 493 JQ portion 136. 
-Follow the road R512 from point F in a southern direction to point G, the intersection 
with the northern boundary of farm 493 JQ portion 1 1. 
-From point G follow the cadastral boundaries in a southern direction up to point H, the 
northern comer of the farm 493 JQ portion 3. 
-From point H follow the road R5 12 in a southern direction up to point I, the intersection 

with the southern boundary of farm 524 JQ portion 11. 
-From point I, follow the cadastral boundaries in a south western direction up to point J, 
the north eastern corner of farm 524 JQ Portion 6. 
-From point J, follow the cadastral boundaries in a south western and western direction 
up to point K, the south western comer of the Krugersdorp Aerodrome. 
-From point K, follow the south western boundary of the Krugersdorp Aerodrome in a 
north western direction up to point L, the intersection with the southern boundary of farm 
173 IQ portion. 
-From point L follow the cadastral boundaries in a north westerly and then northern 
direction up to the starting point A. 

GEOGRAPHIC COORDINATES (WGS 1984) 

LONGITUDE LATITUDE SUBJECT DESCRIPTlON 
Moving in a clockwise direction. Starting at point A, the 
north western comer of the farm 172 IQ portion 6, and 
follow the cadastral boundaries in an north western and 
then north eastern direction up to point B, a point on the 
south eastern boundary of farm 504 JQ portion 165. 
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From point B, follow an unsurveyed line in a north 
eastern direction along the north western foothills of the 
Watersberg mountain up to point C, the north western 
comer of farm 479 JQ portion 1. 
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From point C follow the cadastral boundaries in a eastern 
and then southern direction along the western side of the 
road R5 12 up to point D, the north eastern comer of the 
farm 48 1 JQ portion 2 1 9. 
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From point D follow the road R5 12 in an eastern and 
then southern direction up to point E, the northern comer 
of farm 493 JQ portion 118. 

D 
From point E follow the cadastral boundaries in a 
southern direction along the western side of the road 
R5 12 up to point F, the south western comer of farm 493 
JQ portion 136. 

E 

Follow the road R5 12 fiom point F in a southern 
direction to point G, the intersection with the northern 
boundary of farm 493 JQ portion 1 1 

F 
From point G follow the cadastral boundaries in a 
southern direction up to point H, the northern corner of 
the farm 493 JQ portion 3. 

G 



STAATSKOERANT, 18 DESEMBER 2007 No. 30590 11 

-25.83053 
-25.83 128 
-25.83 162 
-25.83 163 
-25.83236 
-25.83368 
-25.83414 
-25.83498 
-25.83590 
-25.83584 
-25.83743 
-25.83801 
-25.83925 
-25.83990 
-25.84089 
-25.84242 
-25.84297 
-25.84299 
-25.84307 
-25.84761 
-25.84928 

From point H follow the road R5 12 in a southern 
direction up to point 1, the intersection with the southern 
boundary of farm 524 JQ portion I 1. 

-25.84924 H 
From point I, follow the cadastral boundaries in a south 
western direction up to point at J, the north eastern comer 
of farm 524 JQ Portion 6. 

-25.91080 I 
-25.91 134 
-25.91251 
-25.91336 
-25.91398 
-25.92432 
-25.92306 
-25.9224 1 
-25.92619 
-25.9301 1 

From point J, follow the cadastral boundaries in a south 
western and western direction up to point K: the south 
western comer of the Krugersdorp Aerodrome. 
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From point K, follow the south western boundary of the 
Krugersdorp Aerodrome in a north western direction up 
to point L, the intersection with the southern boundary of 
farm 173 IQ portion. 

K 

From point L follow the cadastral boundaries in a north 
westerly and then northern direction up to the starting 
point A. 

L 



STAATSKOERANT, 18 DESEMBER 2007 No. 30590 19 



20 No. 30590 GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 18 DECEMBER 2007 

Diagram of the World Heritage Site 

ANNEXURE 1 (B) 
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ANNEXURE 1 (B) 

DESCRIPTION OF THE HERITAGE SITE 

NAME OF THE SITE: 

Taung Skull Fossil Site (extension to the "Fossil Hominid sites of South Africa") 

PROVINCES: 

North West Province 

EXACT LOCATION ON MAP WITH GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES: 

Location of the site: 

The laung Skull Fossil Site is situated within a vast abandoned limestone quarry (the 
Buxton Limeworks) excavated into a series of ancient tufa deposits which have formed 
along the flank of the Ghaap Escarpment, just west of the Harts River, 17 krn south west 
of the town of Taung in the North West Province of South Africa. 

Geographical Coordinates: 

Coordinates for the Taung Skull Fossil Site locality: 
S: 27" 37' 10" 
E 24" 37' 59" 

The description of the boundaries: 

The Taung Skull Fossil Site covers an area of 158.7429 hectares (ha), with a buffer zone 
of 3.387 ha. 

The Core: 

Described by SG Diagram 449612002. 

The Buffer: 

-Moving in a clockwise direction: 

Starting at point A and follow a straight line in a north eastern direction up to point B (the 
middle of the gravel road from Tamasikwa village). 
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-Starting at point B and follow the middle of the gravel road from Tarnasikwa village in a 
north eastern and then eastern direction up to point C. 
-Starting at point C and follow the ridge line in an eastern direction down to the Taung- 
Buxton tar road up to point D. 
-Starting at point D and follow the old road and railbed of the Thomeng-Buxton 
connection in a south western direction up to point E. at the bridge. 
-From point E follow a straight line up to point F. 
-From point F follow the waterway in a western direction up to point G. 
-From point G follow the street of the Buxton village in a south western direction up to 
point H. 
-From point H follow the gravel road on the western side of the Buxton village in a south 
western direction up to point J. 
-From point J follow the old road and railbed of the Thomeng-Buxton connection in a 
south western direction up to point K. 
-From point K follow a straight line in a south western direction up to point L at the 
cadastral boundary. 
-From point L follow the cadastral boundary in a north western direction up to point A, 
the starting point. 

GEOGRAPHIC COORDINATES (WGS 1984) 

LONGITUDE LATITUDE 

-27.69396 

-27.59949 
-27.58794 
-27.58463 
-27.58435 
-27.58395 
-27.58291 
-27.58292 
-27.58585 
-27.58596 

-27.58607 

-27.5961 7 
-27.59881 
-27.60012 
-27.60 1 15 
-27.602 18 
-27.60327 
-27.61736 

-27.62355 

SYMBOL DESCRIPTION 
Starting a point A and follow a straight line in a north 
eastern direction up to point B (the middle of the gravel 

A road from Tamasikwa village). 
Starting at point B and follow the middle of the gravel 
road from Tamasikwa village in a north eastern and then 

B eastern direction up to point C. 

Starting at point C and follow the ridge line in an eastern 
direction down to the Taung-Buxton tar road up to point 

C D. 
Starting at point D and follow the old road and railbed of 
the Thomeng-Buxton connection in a south-western 

D direction up to point E, at a bridge. 

E From point E follow a straight line up to point F. 
From point F follow the waterway in a western direction 

F up to point G. 
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From point G follow the street of the Buxton village in a 
south western direction up to point H. 

From point H follow the gravel road on the western side 
op the Buxton village in a south western direction up to 
point J. 

From point J follow the old road and railbed of the 
Thomeng-Buxton connection in a south western direction 
up to point K. 

From point K follow a straight line in a south western 
direction up to point L at the cadastral boundary. 
From point L follow the cadastral boundary in a north 
western direction up to point A, the starting point. 
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Diagram of the World Heritage Site 
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ANNEXURE 1 (C) 

DESCRIPTION OF THE HERITAGE SITE 

NAME OF THE SITE: 

Makapan Valley (extension to the "Fossil Hominid sites of South Africa") 

PROVINCES: 

Limpopo Province 

EXACT LOCATION ON MAP WITH GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES: 

Location of the site; 

The Makapan Valley, its caves and other sites of archaeological and palaeontological 
interest are situated on the farm Makapansgat 39KS (S 24" 9' 31", E 29" 10' 37") some 
19km E-N-E of Potgietersrus (renamed Mokopane) in the Limpopo Province of South 
Africa. The Makapan Valley has developed on the western flank of an isolated 19km long 
north-south spur of the Strydpoort range, separated from the main range by a gap of some 
5km at the Gompies or Nkumpi Dam near Zebediela. The main Strydpoort range trends 
eastlwest, and joins the Mpumalanga Drakensberg some 64km to the east, in the vicinity 
of Woodbush-Haenertsberg. North of the spur lies the Pietersburg Plateau with its false 
grassland. 

Geographical Coordinates: 

S 24" 9' 31" 
E 29" 10' 37" (approximate centre point) 

The description of the boundaries: 

Makapan Valley covers an area of 2, 220.0495 ha, with a buffer zone of around 48065, 
3045 ha. 

The Core: 

Core Area: The Remainder of the Makapansgat 39KS (2,220.0495 ha) as described by 
SG diagram 160811 894. 
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Moving in a clockwise direction: 

-Starting at point A and following the cadastral boundaries through points B, C, D and E 
back to the starting point at point A. 

The Buffer: 

Buffer Zone: 48 065,3045ha approx. (Makapans Highlands Conservancy) 

Moving in a clockwise direction: 

-Starting at point F(intersection of road R5 18 with railway line), and follow the railway 
line in a northern direction up to point G (intersection of road R10 1 with railway line). 
-Starting at point G (intersection of road RlOl with railway line), and follow road RlOl 
in an eastern and then north eastern direction up to point H (turn-off to EERSTELING 
MONUMENTS). 
-Starting at point H (turn-off to EERSTELING MONUMENTS) and follow the 
EERSTELING MONUMENTS road in a south easterly direction up to point J (eastern 
cadastral boundary of the farm RIETFONTEIN 34 KS). 
-Starting at point J (eastern cadastral boundary of the farm RIETFONTEIN 34 KS), and 
follow the eastern cadastral boundaries of the farms RIETFONTEIN 34 KS and 
MEINHARDSKRAAL 61 KS in a south easterly direction up to point K at the 
intersection with the Zebedielflietersburg road. 
-Starting at point K (intersection of the eastern cadastral boundary of the farm 
MEINHARDSKRAAL 61 KS and the Zebedielflietersburg road), and follow the 
ZebedieldPietersburg road in a southerly direction up to point L (the intersection of the 
Zebedielflietersburg road with the road R5 18, the ZEBEDIELAIMOKOPANE Road). 
-Starting at point L (intersection of road R518 and ZebedieldPietersburg road), and 
follow road R5 18 in a w7estern and then north western direction up to point F (the starting 
point). 

GEOGRAPHIC COORDINATES (WGS 1984) 

LONGITUDE LATITUDE SYMBOL DESCRIPTION 
Starting at point F (intersection of road R518 with 

railway line), and follow the railway line in a northern 
direction up to point G (intersection of road RlOl with 
railway line). 

-24.1 8822 F 
-24.18730 
-24.18558 
-24.18435 
-24.17877 
-24.17745 
-24.17674 
-24.17604 
-24.17534 
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Starting at point G (intersection of road RlOl with 
railway line), and follow road RlOl in an eastern and 
then north eastern direction up to point H (turn-off to 
EERSTELING MONUMENTS). 

-24.16398 G 
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Starting at point H (turn-off to EERSTELING 
MONUMENTS ) and follow the EERSTELING 
MONUMENTS road in a south easterly direction up to 
point J (eastern cadastral boundary of the farm 
RIETFONTEIN 34 KS). 
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Starting at point J (eastern cadastral boundary of the farm 
RIETFONTEIN 34 KS), and follow the eastern cadastral 
boundaries of the farms RIETFONTEIN 34 KS and 
MEINHARDSKRAAL 61 KS in a south easterly 
direction up to point K at the intersection with the 
ZebedielaI Pietersburg road. 

-24.15515 J 
-24.17100 
-24.18429 
-24.1 8548 
-24.1 8934 
-24.19359 
-24.19538 
-24.20323 
-24.20579 

Starting at point K (intersection of the eastern cadastral 
boundary of the farm MEINI-iARDSKRAAL 6 1 KS and 
the ZebedielaIPietersburg road), and follow the 
ZebedieldPietersburg road in a southerly direction up to 
point L ( the intersection of the Zebedieleietersburg 
road with the road R518, the ZEBEDIELA 
IMOKOPANE Road). 

K 
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-24.22700 
-24.22850 
-24.22935 
-24.23000 
-24.2330 1 
-24.23705 
-24.23838 
-24.23928 
-24.24378 
-24.2477 1 
-24.25000 
-24.25084 
-24.25430 
-24.25457 
-24.25485 
-24.25548 
-24.25658 
-24.25913 
-24.26072 
-24.26285 
-24.26469 
-24.26905 
-24.26939 
-24.26968 
-24.26996 
-24.27082 
-24.2740 1 
-24.276 16 
-24.27660 
-24.27672 
-24.27694 
-24.27897 
-24.28 1 10 
-24.28504 
-24.28559 
-24.28592 
-24.28632 
-24.28674 
-24.28862 
-24.28980 
-24.29 160 
-24.2927 1 
-24.297 19 
-24.29827 
-24.29857 
-24.29895 
-24.2994 1 

Starting at point L (intersection of road R518 and 
ZebedieldPietersburg road), and follow road R5 18 in a 
western and then north western direction up to point F 

-24.30002 L (the starting point). 
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Diagram of the World Heritage Site 
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