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No. R. 35 13 January 2006

PETROLEUM PRODUCTS ACT, 1977

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO MAKE REGULATIC
PETROLEUM PRODUCTS SPECIFICATIONS AND S/

The Minister of Minerals and Energy intends, )
the Petroleum Products Act, 1977 (Act N%Z

E@g&%eﬁ can be made at telephone number (012) 317 8646.
A
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Definitions
1 Inthese regulations any word or expression to which a meaning has
been assigned in the Act shall have the meaning so assigned and unless

the context otherwise indicates—

“Act” means the Petroleum Products Act, 1977 (Act No. 120 of 1977), as amended;

“additive” means a substance intentionally added to a petroleum produt%%ﬁf%e or

small quantities in order to improve one or more of: the petroleum pr

performance or storage stability, its performance in an engine or i

the emissions from an engine powered by that petroleum prodéet;

“aromatics” means a group of hydrocarbons that Cg%f% a benzene ring in their

molecular structure;

“howser” means an apparatus erected on a site for the purposes of dispensing petrol

or diesel into a motor vehicle;

“certificate of compliance” means a written statement which states that the
petroleum product meets the specifications and standards stipulated in this

Regulation;
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“Controller” means the Controller of Petroleum Products as contemplated in section
3(1) of the Act;

“end-consumer” means a person acquiring a petroleum product for own

consumption;

r’'e
“met%ﬁ%ﬁhmmg unleaded petrol” means petrol containing metal based additives,

otﬁerﬁlan lead, but including phosphorus with a RON of 91, 93 or 95, and may be

referred to as “lead replacement petrol” or “LRP”;

“metal-free unleaded petrol” means petrol that does not contain any metal-based
additives, with a RON of 91, 93 or 95, and may be referred to as “unleaded petrol”
or “ULP”;
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“MTBE” means methyl tertiary-butyl ether with a chemical composition of
CH3OC(CH3)3;

“RON?” refers to research octane number, which is a measure indicating the capacity

of petrol to prevent engine knocking at low speed;

“SANS” means the South African National Standard published by the dards

South Africa (a division of South African Bureau of Standards in tem
Standards Act, 1993 (Act No. 29 of 1993) with the prefix “SANS”, 4

occurring immediately after SANS means the numbered standard;

“standard grade diesel” means diesel with a sulph
percent by mass and conforms to the South Aﬁéf;&n
diesel fuel’, SANS 342; N\
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Scope of the Regulation
2 This Regulation prescribes specifications and standards for petroleum

products that may be sold in the Republic of South Africa.

Petrol grades permitted

3 The permitted grades of petrol that may be sold to an end-consumer are

restricted to-

(1) metal-free unleaded petrol with a minimum RON of 91;

(2) metal-free unleaded petrol with a minimum RON

(3) metal-free unleaded petrol with a minimum R

(6) metal-containing unleaded pety6l*with a minimum RON of 95;
W& ]
(7) petrol grades with a RON%%; mboye than 95 provided that—

a) only licensed whols & may sell or provide such petrol;

i) manufacturers of motor vehicles or engines where such

petrol grades are used for testing purposes; and

¢) such petrol grades are not stored on, sold or provided from a
site;
AV (8) petrol with lead additives for use in aeroplanes with internal

combustion engines provided that-
a) only licensed wholesalers may sell or provide such petrol;

b) such petrol is only sold to licensed owners or operators of
aeroplanes with internal combustion engines for their own

consumption; and

c¢) such petrol is not stored on, sold or provided from a site.

G06-002228—B
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4 Permitted metal-free unleaded petrol grades must conform to South

African National Standard, Unleaded Petrol, SANS 1598, provided
that—

(1) the minimum RON rating must be 91, 93 or 95, as the case may be;

(2) the maximum permitted traces of lead as contamination must not

exceed 5 milligrams per litre;

(3) the maximum permitted content of aromatics is 42% v/v;

(4) the maximum permitted benzene content is 3% v/v.

containing unleaded petrol.

Permitted metal-containing unleaded st conform to South
African National Standard, Unle%d@d ifol, SANS 1598, provided
that"’ %%g&ﬁ

phosphorous based additives must not exceed 14 milligrams per

litre;

(6) only one of the additives referred to in subregulations (3), (4) and
(5) is added to such petrol;

(7) the maximum permitted content of aromatics is 42% v/v; and

(8) the maximum permitted benzene content is 3% v/v.
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Petrol zones
7 Permitted metal-free unleaded petrol grades may be sold throughout
the Republic.

Diesel grades permitted

8 The permitted grades of diesel that may be sold to an end-consumer are

restricted to-

(1) standard grade diesel which must conform to gé) ican
National Standard, Automotive diesel fuel, provided
that— ~
a) the sulphur content of such diesel is 10re than 0.05% by

mass; and iz; i "

S
b) such diesel is blended withinot more than 5% v/v biodiesel.
) %&ﬁj ’

hgﬁ}i must conform to South African

(2) low-sulphur grade die
tive diesel fuel, SANS 342 provided

National Standard, ?%

- Fa
that e’;\ )

a) the s@gﬁ cotitent of such diesel is not more than 0.005% by

b)%” ,;gch diesel is blended with not more than 5% v/v biodiesel.

S
&

%%@ﬁican National Standard, Automotive biodiesel, SANS 1935.

P%ﬁiﬁbition of certain activities
10 The sale of petroleum products for use in South Africa that do not

comply with the provisions of this Regulation is prohibited.

11 Offering for sale, selling or providing one grade of petrol or diesel as
another grade of petrol or diesel, as the case may be, subject to the

provisions of this Regulation is prohibited.

12 Offering for sale, selling or providing -
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(1) any blend or mixture of different petroleum products; or

(2) any blend or mixture of different petroleum products with other

substances;

that results in the non-payment of any tax, duty or levy due is
prohibited.

13 Offering for sale, selling or providing metal-free unleaded petrol or
metal-containing unleaded petrol, which contains lead additives,

subject to the provisions of this Regulation, is prohibited.

14 Offering for sale, selling or providing metal-free : petrol or
metal-containing unleaded petrol, which contain: E additives,

subject to the provisions of this Regulation, is

O

Inspection and testing of petroleum procmct
15 An inspector appointed in accor @@&th the provisions of section 3

(1) enter and search%%:; Ut a warrant any premises, any vehicle,

vessel or alrcra‘ﬁgé’hd any receptacle of whatever nature;

g .. (8) from time to time, for purposes of monitoring compliance with this
%M‘V Regulation, sample and test petroleum products in accordance with
the methods specified in SANS 1598, SANS 342 or SANS 1935, as

appropriate;
(4) appoint suitably qualified experts to test petroleum products;

(5) demand of any person owning, offering for sale, selling or
providing petroleum products governed by this Regulation, a
certificate of compliance in respect of such petroleum products and
such person must, if so instructed, provide the inspector with such

certificate; and



STAATSKOERANT, 13 JANUARIE 2006 No. 28408 13

(6) demand of any person importing petroleum products governed by
this Regulation, any documentation associated with such
importation and such person must, if so instructed, provide the

inspector with such documentation.

Permits for deviation from specifications and standards

16 A licensee may apply in writing to the Controller for a permit to

deviate from the specifications and standards of petroleum

governed by this Regulation.

17 Upon receipt of an application for a permit 0%%

subregulation 16, the Controller must cons1de phcatlon and

consult the Minister in that regard.

18 In considering an application conte %Séia in regulation 16 the

Controller must consider the ure?“i%y health, safety, environmental,

security, continuity of supply of ‘petréleum products, national interest

(1) bein w a.nd signed by the Controller;

2)s gi@ %hg period for which the permit is valid and such period
w%%mst\not be longer than 60 days;

@

$§

) specify the petroleum products for which the permit applies;

(4) specify the extent of the deviation from the provisions of this
Regulation permitted; and
(5) specify such other conditions as the Controller may consider

appropriate.

20 Notwithstanding any other penalty that may be imposed under the Act
or any other law, the Controller may, in the event of non-compliance

by a permit holder with any —

10
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(1) condition of a permit contemplated in regulation 19, terminate such

permit; or

(2) provision of this Regulation, order the permit holder to terminate
the distribution and sale of such non-compliant petroleum product,

with immediate effect.
21 The Controller may not terminate a permit unless —

(1) the permit holder has been informed in writing of the intention to

terminate such permit by—
a) setting out the particulars of such failure or contr

b) calling upon the permit holder to make rep
d
be necessary, within 7 calendar aysgyf on

\J

such notice;

B

%
We prevent any such non-compliance
v

Y cy‘

Retail pump lab
22 A”“i@bel in respect of fuel specifications of this Regulation must be

&
@splayed on a bowser on a site.

A label contemplated in regulation 22 must —

(1) have lettering and numbering in a standard and solid font type
Arial of a size not smaller than size 55 point reading from left to
right, when horizontal, regardless of the orientation of the label;

and

(2) alongside the nozzle and on the same side of the bowser as the
information indicating the price of the petrol or diesel displayed on

that bowser.

11
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24 The petrol or diesel grade dispensed from a bowser must be the petrol

or diesel grade specified in the label displayed on that bowser.
25 The bowser dispensing a-

(1) metal-free unleaded petrol grade must be labelled with white
lettering and numbering on a green background and must, as
appropriate for the grade of petrol dispensed from that bowser,

contain only the words and numbers-

a) “95 Unleaded Metal-free” for petrol grade RON 95; %,

b) “93 Unleaded Metal-free” for petrol grade RO
c) “91 Unleaded Metal-free” for petrol grade

(2) metal-containing unleaded"petrol grade Habelled with white
lettering and numbering on a r Jelkground, and must, as
appropriate for the grade of g@e&rol

contain only the words and riarr

nﬁ%etrol grade RON 95, where X is

“manganese” or “potassium” or

a) “95 LRP X adde

added” for petrol grade RON 93, where X is

resgnted as either “manganese” or “potassium” or

¥ “91 LRP X added” for petrol grade RON 93, where X is
represented as either “manganese” or “potassium” or

“phosphorus;”

(3) diesel must be labelled with white lettering and numbering on a
black background, and must, as appropriate for the grade of diesel

dispensed from that bowser, contain only the words-
@@ “standard diesel” for standard grade diesel; and

(i1) “low sulphur diesel” for low sulphur grade diesel.

12
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Records to be kept by licensees

26 A licensee must keep records of purchase or sale transactions of

petroleum products including—
(1) certificates of compliance;
(2) grades of petroleum product;

(3) quantities of petroleum product;

(4) documentation by which the physical receipt of a pe oleum
product can be linked to the order, purchase and pa

batch of petroleum product;

(5) results of any tests performed on a batch leum product,

to its delivery docket; and 7~

(7) port of entry, in the case of a%??ﬁ%f imported petroleum product.

vulation 26 must be -

(2) kept at ﬂlgﬁgg&gss registered with the Controller; and

® an inspector on request.

Wednesday in July 2006;

(2) the provisions of regulations 8(1), 8(2) and 9 commence on the first

Wednesday in April 2006;

(3) the provisions of this Regulation relating to the labelling of petrol
bowsers commence when the petrol dispensed by a bowser
conforms to one of the permitted grades of petrol, or on the first
Wednesday in April 2006, whichever event occurs first provided

that before that event the label on bowsers dispensing metal-

13
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containing unleaded petrol must state “Lead replacement petrol 95
contains metals,” “Lead replacement petrol 93 contains metals” or
“Lead replacement petrol 91 contains metals” as the case may be;

and

(4) the provisions of this Regulation relating to labelling of diesel
bowsers commence when the diesel dispensed by a bowser
conforms to one of the permitted grades of diesel, or on the first

Wednesday in April 2006, whichever event occurs first. ég

Offences and penalties,” §
31 Any persé‘%m%orming a prohibited action or committing an offence
&
under%‘%fl;?s gulation shall be deemed to have committed an offence

& : .
fider the Act for each separate contravention of the Act.

14





