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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
No. 975 20 August 2004 

REGULATIONS  RELATING TO SAFETY  MEASURES A T  INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 

I ,  Grace Nalecli Mandisa  Pandor,  Minister of Education, after consultation w i t h  the Council of 

Education Ministers  and i n  terms of section 61(a) of the  South  African  Schools  Act, 1996 (.Act 

No. 84 o f  1996), hereby publish the regulations relating to safety measures at  indepentlent 

schools, set out i n  the Schedule. 

GRACE NALED1 MANDISA PANDOR. MP 

MINISTER OF EDUCATION 

DATE: 20/07/2004 

SCHEDULE 

Definitions 

1.  In  these  Regulations, any  word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the 

Act, has that meaning and, unless  the  context  indicates  otherwise - 

“clangerous object“ means - 

(a) any  explosive material or device; 

(b) any  firearm or gas weapon; 

(c) any article, object or instrument that may be  employed to cause bodily harm to a 

person or damage to property,  or to render a person temporarily paralysed or 

unconscious: or 

(d) any object that the  Minister  may, by notice in the Gazette,  declare to be a 

dangerous ob,iect for the purposes of these  regulations, 

unless  such  objects are used for  educational  purposes: 
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“HOD” means the Head of the  Education  Department i n  a province. 

“illegal  drug”  means a n y  unlawful  intoxicating  or  stupefying  substance: 

”independent  school  premises”  includes a building,  struclure, h a l l .  room, office, 

convenience,  piece of land or  enclosure that  is under  the  control of an independent school 

a n d  to which a member of the public has a right of access  or is usually admitted, or to 

u,hich he or she may  be  admitted; 

3. Notwithstanding  the  provisions of these  Regulations, an  intlepcnclent school is not 

exempted  from  complying with the  provisions of any  other applicable law, and  these 

Regulations  are  intended to supplement such  applicable  laws. 

Violencc- ant1 drug-free  independent schools 

4. ( 1 )  All independent  schools  are  hereby  declared  drug-free and dangerous-object-free 

zones. 

( 2 )  No person may - 

(a) allow  any  dangerous  object in independent  school  premises; 

(b) carry any dangerous object in independent  school  premises; 
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store  any  dangerous object in independent  school  premises,  except i n  

officially  designated places identified by the principal; 

possess illepl drugs i n  independent school premises; 

enter  independent school  premises whilc under the influence of alcohol or 

a n  illegal drug; 

cause  any form of violence or disturbance tha t  can negarively impact on 

a n y  independent  school  activities: 

wittingly  condone,  connive in ,  hide, abet someone i n ,  or  encourage, the 

possession of dangerous ob-jects or rcfuse, fail or nt"glect to report the 

sighting or presence q f  any  dangerous objcct t o  thc  principal or police as 

soon as possible; 

directl]' or  indirectly. cause h a r m  to anyone n . 1 1 0  exposes a person  who is 

Irying to hamper the prevention o f  clangcrous acrivities or the prevention of 

the presence of dangerous objjecls. 

( a )  search any  inclepenclent school prcmiscs i t  hc o r  she has ;I reasonable 

suspicion that a dangerous object  or illcgal drugs may be present i n  the 

independent  school  premises in contravention of the r-egulalions: 

(b) search  any  person present in  the independcnr school premiscs i f  I IC  or  she 

has a reasonable  suspicion that such a person has i n  his  or her possession  a 

dangerous object or illegal drugs: and 

(c) seize any  dangerous object or illegal clrugs present in  independent  school 

premises or  on the person who is in  contravention of  these regulations. 

Access to  independent school premises 

5. (1) Subject to the Constitution, laws of the country and national and provincial 

policies, the on.ner or principal of a n  independent  school  may, for such  periods as 

may be necessary - 
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(a )  take  such steps as he or she may consider necessary for the  safeguarding of 

the  independent  school  premises. as )vel1 as for the protection of the people 

therein; and 

(b) direct that  the  school may be entered only in accordance w i t h  tile 

provisions of subregulation (2). 

(2) No person m a y ,  \vilhout the permission of thc o n m r  or  principal. enter any  

independent  school  premises in respect of which a direction has been issued under 

subregulation (I)(a), and, for the  purpose of the granting of that permission, the 

oLvner or principal may require of the person concerned to - 

or illegal drug; and 

( f )  hand  to the owner  or  principal, for examination or for custody un t i l  he  or 

she leaves the premises,  anything that  he or she  has i n  his or her possession 

or  custody  or under his or her control. 

(3) Without  derogation of the provisions of the  Trespass Act, 1959 (Act No. 6 of 

1'959), the  owner or principal may at any time  remove  any  person  from any 

independent school premises i f  - 
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(a) that person enters  the independent  school premises conccrned without 

the  permission  contemplated in subregulation (2): 

(b) that  person refuses or fails to observe  any  steps conrernplnrcd in 

subregulation ( I ) ( a ) ;  and 

(c) the  owner  or  principal  considers i t  necessary for the safeguarding of the 

independent school premises  concerned or for the protection of r h e  

people  therein. 

- 
1. ( I )  Political office  bearers, public  representalives  and the media  have a right to  visit 

independent  schools in the interests of public accountability, but this  right  must be 

regulated to ensure that schools  are no1 disrupted by such visits, and to avoid the 
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politicisation of such  visits.  This  right is subjcct to reasonable  controls to ensure  the 

proper functioning of educ7t' c \on. 

(2) The person  intending to pay such a visit must, in writing, request pernlission for 

the visit and must  obtain  such  permission, in wriiing, from the owner, principal  or 

HOD prior to the  visit. The request  must be made at least 30 days before the 

intended  visit, unless there  are sound reasons for a shorter  notification  period. 

'This  request must clearly  indicate  the date, time and purpose of the  visit.  the 

Inames of all participants, and the aspects that they intend to look at. The  owner or 

/principal of the independent  school  must not refuse  reasonable  access to a person 

n,ho has such  written permission. 

Visits to intlepcndent schools by parents 

5. ( I )  Parents  have  the right to visit the  independent  schools that their  children  attend, 

but such  visits may not disrupt a n y  of the school  activities. 
i 

(2) Parents  are  required,  prior to the visit, to make an appointment wi th  the  principal 

of' the  school  for a personal  meeting  with  him or her, to state the reason for the 

visit and to name  the  persons  who  may be involved during the  visit. 
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Any person who  contravenes these 1-rgulations may be removed from  the 

independent school premises. 

Short  title 

The HOD must  provide guidelines t o  assist independent  schools in  developing the 

action plans contemplated in subregulaLions (5) to (7). 




