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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA FOR THE INSTITUTIOS OF 
HONOURS FOR BRAVERY INTHE SOUTH AFRICAN NATIOXAL DEFENCE FORCE 

To all to whom these presents may  come, 

GREETING! 

WHEREAS I &em it desirable to honour Officers  and Other Ranks of thc South African Natiot~nl Defence  Force 
and of any Ausiliary Service of the South African National Dcfence  Force, and of any Armed Forces  attached to 
or sen.ing nith or rendering any service to the South African National Defence Force \vho have distinguished 
themseives by brave  conduct. 

NOW, THEREFORE, by sirtue of the powers granted to me to institute honours b!. the pro\isions of Section 
84(2)0;) of the ~onstihlt ion of rhe Rcpttblic ofSouth Ajifca 1996 (4ct No. I08 0//996)), I hereby instihlte [\it11 

effect from the 27Ih day of  April 2003, decorations, nhich shall be known as 

1. the Nlwe yn Gauta - Golden Leopard,  ~vhich shall be warded to persons who have distinguished 
themselves by pcrfonning acts ofcsccptional bravery during mi l i t an  operations; 

2. the M w e  ya Selefcra - Silver Leopard, which shall bc n n x d c d  to pcrsons who hnvc distinguished 
themselves by pcrfonning ncls of coilspicuous brnt.cn.  during militaty operations: 

3. tht Nhwe ya Boronse - Bronze Leopard,  ~vhich shall be akvarded to persons tvho have distinguished 
themsclvcs by pcrfonning acts of bravery during military opcrations, 

and which sllall be rescned esclusively for the purpose stated and nhich should be  highly prized by d l  members 
of the aforesaid forces. 

I ORDAIN further that the  Rules  and Regulations cmbodied in the Schedule hereto shall go\.em the design  and 
atyard of the said decorations, as well as their annulment, forfeiture and restoration. 

Given  under my Hand and the  Seal of the  Republic of South Africa at  Cape Town this Sixteenth  day of April 
the Year Two Thousand and Three. 

\ 

T. hf. MBEKI 
President 

By Order f the President 

Minis e/ bf the Cabinet i. 

http://brnt.cn
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RULES FORTHE HONOURS FOR BRAVERY 

CATEGORIES OF THE HQNOURS 

Rule 1 

The honours for bravery s11aII be the decorations designated and stled as fo1lon.s: 

1 .  The Mwe yn Gnuh - Golden Leopard. 

2. The hliwe ya Selefera - Silver Leopard. 

3, The Nkme yn Boronse - Bronze Leopard. 

Rule 2 

DESIGN ,AKD RIBBONS OF THE DECOPATIOKS 

Rule 3 

The desi@ of the decorations shall be as follows: 

1. TheNk7w ya Gautn - Golden Leopard shall be  a  five-armed cross p a 6  of9 Carat  Gold w i t h  a diameter 
of 35 nu!limeb-es2 the arnv faceted per chcnon embowed  throughout (and the e?rtrenitics  also ernbond, bctn-ccn 
the a m x  three short rays, all gold: and in the centre ofthe obverse, on a light  blue enamel r0undel a solden leopard's 
head  couped. The central  medallion  Shall  be one half the diameter of the decoration. The reverse of the  decoration 
shall bear i n  relief the Coat of Arms oE the Republic of South Africa. The decoration shall be attachedby a plain 
suspender fised to the uppcr arm of thedecoration. 

2. The iu'iwe ya Seieiera - Siiver Leopard shail be a five-anncd cross pay of silver, with a diameter of 33 
millimetres, the arms bordered  and the extremities  embojved,  behyeen the am= thee short rayst allsilwr, and  in 
the centre ofthe obverse, on n li$t blue  enamel roundel, a  silvcr  leopard's  head couped. The central medalion shall 
be one h a l f  the diameter of the decoration. The reverse of the  decoration shall bear in relief  the Coat of Arms of the 
Republic of South Africa. The decoration shall bc attached  by a plain  suspender  fixed to the upper am1 of the 
decoration. 

3, The Mnve ya Boronse - Bronze Leopard shall be a five-'umed cross pa@ of bronze, with a diameter of 
35 millimetres, the weemities oFthe a r n ~ s  emboxed, their flat stufaces uudy and  comers ancave: behveen  the arms 
thee short rays, all bronze,  and  in  the  centre ofthe obverse,  on a light  blue amnel roundel, a bronze  leopard's  head 
coupd. The central  medallion shall be  one haK the diameter of the decoration. The reverse of the decoration shall 
bear  in  relief the Coat of A r m s  of the Republic of South Afiica. The decoration  shall  be  attached by a plain 
suspender fised to the upper arm of the  decoration. 

4. The award ofthe decorations for service in active  militar).  operations  shall be indicated by the following 
distinguishing  insignia,  according to the Sewice in which the  recipient was sersing at the  time of the action for 
which the decoration was conferred, auld in the metal of the particular  decoration. The insignia  shall  be worn on 
the ribbonevenly spaced  between the top of the ribbon and suspender and aboye  any bars awarded: 

a. In Army uniform: Crossed swords. 
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c. In Naval  uniform:  Anchor. 

d.  In Military  Health  Service  uniform:  Rod of Aesculapius. 

Rule 4 

The decorations  shall  be  worn on the left breast  pendent fiom suspenders,  attached to ribbons 32 millimetres  wide. 
The ribbons  for  the  respective  decorations shall be as described in the  following paragraphs: 

1. The  ribbon for the Nkwe  ya  Gauta - Golden  Leopard shall be  light  blue, 20 millimetres  wide  with  gold 
edges, 6 millimetres  wide. 

3. The ribbon  for the Nkwe ya Boronse - Bronze  Leopard shall be light blue, 20 millimetres  wide  with 
bronze  edges, 6 millimetres  wide. 

CONDITIONS  FOR  THE AWARD OF THE  DECORATIONS 

Rule 5 

The honmrs fer h v e q  may be awxded tz  Oficers m d  Other Rmks ef the South “ icm Nztienz! Defence 
Force  and of any  Auxiliary  Service of the  South  African  National  Defence  Force,  and of any  Armed  Forces 
attached to or  serving  with or rendering any service to the South  African National Defence  Force who have 
distinguished  themselves by bravery on a single occasion or over a period of time. The decorations  shall be 
awarded to persons  who 

1. in respect  of  the Nkwe ya Gauta - Golden  Leopard, distinguished  themselves by performing acts of 
exceptional  bravery during military  operations; 

2. in respect of the Nkwe ya Selefera - Silver  Leopard, distinguished  themselves by performing acts of 
conspicuous  bravery during military  operations; 

3.  in respect of the Nkwe ya Boronse - Bronze  Leopard, distinguished themselves by performing acts of 
bravery during military  operations. 

Rule 6 

Only one  of each  decoration  shall be conferred.  Should  recipients of any ofthe decorations  again  perform  services 
.?- that would have made them eligible to be considered for the award of the  same decoration, recognition of the 

conduct may  be accorded by the  award of a bar to denote  a  subsequent conferment of the decoration. The bar 
shall be 33 millimetres  in  length  and 5 millimetres wide, embossed  in the centre  with areplica in silhouette ofthe 
decoration,  to  be  worn on the ribbon  evenly  spaced  between  the suspender and the top of  the  ribbon.  When  only 
aribbon bar  is  worn, a replica in silhouette, 8 millimetres in diameter, of the  same  metal as the  decoration,  shall  be 
affixed to the  ribbon to denote  each  bar  awarded. The first replica shall be  affixed  to the centre of the ribbon. 
Subsequent  replicas  shall  be  evenly  spaced  on  the breadth  of the  ribbon  bar.  The  bars  for  each  additional  award of 
the  honour shall be  of  the  following  metals: 

1. The  bar  shall  be of 9 Carat  Gold  in  respect of the Nkwe  ya Gauta - Golden  Leopard. 

2. The bar shall be of silver in respect of the Nkwe  ya  Selefera - Silver  Leopard. 

3. The bar  shall  be of bronze in respect of the Nkwe ya  Boronse - Bronze  Leopard. 
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RuIe 7 

The decorations and the bars may be awarded posthumotdy. 

Rule 8 

1. For the Nkwe ya Gnutn - Golden Leopard, the  letters NG. 

2. For the Nlcwe ya Sclefera - Silver Leopard, the letters NS. 

3. For the NIwe ya Boronse - Bronze Leopard, the lztters NB. 

Rule 9 

Rule 10 

Eve?  recipient of any of the decorations shall be  entitled  to: 

1. a miniature thcreof and to wear the miniature on appropriate  occasions  as  prescribed by the Dress 
Regdations; 

2. a ccrtificate of award, in a form determined by the  Chief of the South African  National  Defence Force. 

Rule 11 

A sealed pattern of the decorations,  and of the bars, together  with a sealed pattern of a reproduction in miniature, 
half the size of the decorations, and of the replicas, shall be kept in the Presidency. 

FLEGULATIOT’r’S FOR THE HONOURS FOR BRAVERY 

In terms of Section 84(2)(k) of the Conrtitz~tion oj-the Republic of Smth Afiicn, 1996 (Act No IO8 of 1996). rend 
w i t h  Section 136(3) ofthe Defince Act, 1957 (4ctNu. 44 0/1957), the President of the  Republic of South Africa 
has madz the following Regulations for the grant, annulmmt and restoration of the Honours for Braveq. 

REGULATIONS FOR THE AWARD, FORFEITURE Am ANNULMENT AND OTHER MATTERS 
PERTAINING TO  THE HONOURS FOR BRAVERY 

Regulation 1 

Precedence. The decorations shall take  precedence as bravery awards in the Official Table of Precedence as 
published from time to time by the  President. 

C3-03838: -I3 
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Regulation 2 

An  Alvard ofthe Decoration to a Prisoner of War or a Person Missing in Ouerations. If  the  decoration is anarded 
to a person  \vho is a prisoner of war, or is missing  in an operation: such award shall not be announced until the 
person  concerned has ceased to be 8 prisoner of war or to be missing. and the date of award shall be mentioned i n  
such announcement. 

Regulation 3 

Issue of the Decorations. 

1. The decorations, ribbons and the miniatmcs  thereof as u.ell as  the certificates of awud shall 
be issued  only once to a recipient  at State eqense. Replacement after loss thereof s11311 be at the espense of the 
recipieut or nest  of kin. 

2. A single numbered specinm of each  decoration  and  its  ribbon and of the miniature  decoration  and  ribbon 
may be  made available to an accredited  museum or silnilar  institution approved of by a Dzsislated Officer  and 
subject to conditions approved by the Treasury. The unique nmber  shall be preceded by the capital letter "M". 

3. A letter esplaining the significance of the award and  the  privileges w d  duties in  respect ofrhe 
decoration sl~dl accompany  each award A sinilnr letter shall accompany  each nmld issued  to museLmnls and shnilnr 
instilutions. 

Regulation 3 

Reoistrahon and Publication. 

1. A tulique serial nunber shall be stamped or engavcd on each decoration, escluding the miniature thcreof. 

2. A Designated Officer shall maintain  a  permanent  Register  in which shall be  recorded 

a. the serial  number  oCeach  decoration; 

b. the names of the  recipients or of the museum  or institutions to n.horn or to  Lvhich decorations have 
been awarded or donated and the dates of the award or donation; 

c. any forfeihue,  annuhnent, loss, replacenlent or resloralion ofa decoration and the  dates of each  action. 

3. Each  an.ard,  forfeiture, annulment and restoration of the decoration  shall  be  published in the Orders of the 
South Afncan  National Defence  Force. 

Regulation 5 

Presentation. When it is practicable, a decoration shall be  presented to a recipient  on a parade, provided that  when 
a  recipient dies before the presentation, the decoration may be presented,  on  a  parade  or o~llenvise~ to the nest of 
kin or to any other person at the  discretion of a Designated  Officer. 

Regulation 6 

Forfeiture of  the Decorations. In accordance w i t h  Rule 9, and subject: to the provisions ofthe Promtion of the 
Arlministrrrtion of Justice Act, 2000 (Act No. 3 of 2000), the President mas declare a decoration and the  bars 
thereto, awarded in terms of the provisions of this  Warrant,  forfeited for not more than five years if the recipient 
is convicted  by a military co~u-t  established  in  accordance nith the  provisions of Section G of the.lMi:lirnryDiscipiine 
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I .  The period of forfeiture sl~all be calculated from the date ofconviction. 

3. Upon the espiq- ofthe full  period for which the decoration was forfeited, i t  shall be restored \vithout any 
fiuther declaration by the Prssident. 

4. Upon forfeihm by the  President, tIte decoration shall be nithdrawn from the  holdzr who shall not be 
permitted to wear  the  decoration, the bars thereto and the ribbon until they have been officially restored. 

Regulation 7 

Annulntcnt of the Amrd of the Dccorations. 

a. is convicted ofhigh treason,  sedition, mutiny or any other crime which anonnts to a similar 
offence; or 

c. is to be  dismissed or in the case of at Officer or to be discharged nith ignominy, or to  be  discharged 
in  the case of an Other Rank, fiom the South African National Defence  Force. 

2. Upon annulment by the President, the decoration shall be pernlanentl). withdrann from the holder wlto 
shall no longer have the right to wear the  decoration: the bars thereto or the ribbon. 

3. Should any person whose awards have been anntdled at  any time \Year the dccoration: the bars or the 
ribbon, that person shall bz guilty of an offence and shall be dealt with according to the projkions of the Militart. 
Discipline Code. 

Regulation 8 

Surrender bv Recipients.  Recipients  of  the  decorations shall, upon forfeihue or annulment of the alvards,  surrender 
their decorations, the miniatures tlmcof and certificates of the swards to a Designated Officer. 

Regulation 9 

Restoration. In accordance \ k i t h  the tenns of Rule 9, the decoration may be restored if it is the opinion of the 
President  that the recipient is in every way deserving and n-orthy of the restoration. 
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Regulation 10 

Disuosal. Loss and Redacement. 

3. If a  Designated Officer is of the opinion that the loss is not due to the negligence or default of  the recipient, 
he may authorise replacement at State  expense,  but in every  other  case  replacement shall be  made  against 
payment. 

Regulation 11 

Definitions. In the  Rules  and  Regulations,  unless  the context indicates  otherwise, 

1. “ decoration” shall mean the Nkwe  ya  Gauta - Golden  Leopard, the Nkwe  ya  Selefera - Silver Leopard 
or the Nkwe  ya  Boronse - Bronze  Leopard; 

2. “Designated  Officer”  shall  mean an officer  appointed by the Chief of the South  African National Defence 
Force to perform  the functions prescribed  with  which the officer has been  charged  under these Regulations; 

3.  “award”  shall  mean  the  conferment of a  decoration  referred to in Rule 1; 

4. “annulment”  shall  mean that an  award  is  declared to be  cancelled  and  void  and of no effect; 

5 .  “bar”  shall  mean an additional award of a  decoration for bravery. 

6.  “forfeiture” shall mean that 

a. prior to the award of the medal, the conferment of the medal or the bars thereto may be  deferred for 
a  prescribed  period of time  which  period,  however,  shall  be  permanently  erased  from the member’s 
total  period  of service; or 

b. after the award of the medal, the recipient may be  deprived of the  medal  and the bars thereto and 
the right to wear the medal,  the  bars  and the ribbon for a  prescribed  period  of time, which period 
shall be  permanently  erased  from the member’s total period of service. 

7. “honour” shall  mean the Nkwe ya  Gauta - Golden  Leopard, the Nkwe  ya  Selefera - Silver  Leopard and 
the Nkwe  ya  Boronse - Bronze  Leopard; 

8. “recipient” shall  mean any person to whom  a  Decoration has been  awarded in terms of these Rules and 
Regulations; 

9. “ribbon  bar” shall mean one or more strips of  medal  ribbon  sewn or otherwise affied to a  metal  brooch or 
strip of buckram  or other stiffening material for wear  when  medals  themselves are not to be  worn; 

10. “Rules”  and  “Regulations” shall mean the  Rules  and  the  Regulations for the  award of the honours for 
bravery. 




