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GOVERNMENT  NOTICE - 
DEPARTMENT  OF  EDUCATION 

No. 457 28 March 2003 

HIGHER  EDUCATION ACT 101 OF 1997 

TECHNIKON  FREE STATE 
AMENDMENT TO  THE  STATUTE 

The Council of the Technikon Free State has, with the approval of the Minister of Education. 
under section 32 of the Higher Education Act. 1997  (Act No. 101 of 1997). made the 
anlendnlents of the Statute set out i n  the Schedule hereto. 

SCHEDULE 

1. 

2 .  

-9 

3 .  

4. 

Gener~d esplm~rllor;,~ note: 

enactments. 
. Words underlined with a solid line  indicate  insertions in existing 
enactments. 

1 Words in  bold  type  in square brackets indicate  omissions from existing 

I n  the Schedule. unless the context otherwise  indicates, the expression .*the Statute” 
means the  Statute of the Technikon Free State promulgated by Government Notice 
No. R.7 15 of 04 June 1999, as amended by Government  Notice No. R.74 of 22 
January 200 1 and Government Notice No. R 167 of 15 February 2002. 

The  schedule is amended by the substitution of the  schedule by the following 
schedule: 

“SCHEDULE 

To introduce a new Statute for the Technikon Free State to give effect to [any law] 
the Hieher Education Act. 1997 relating to the Technikon: to ensure  academic 
freedom: and to pronlote the effective and responsible management and governance 
of tho Technilion in respect of matters ]lot expressly prescribed by [any h ~ ]  the 
L-Iicher Education Act.“. 

The preamble is amended by the substitution of the preamble by the following 
preamble: 

“PREAMBLE 

WHEREAS the Technikon Free State concerns itself with technologically based 
higher education. teaching. learning: research and community  service  activities in the 
Free State and nationall>.: 



- 

AND WHEREAS the Technikon fillfils its global role of technologically based 
teaching. learning, research  and technological advancement for all South  Africans  in 
accordance with internationally recognised standards; 

NOW THEREFORE and by virtue of the authority vested in the courlcil of  the 
Technikon  and  the  Minister  of Education. under the Higher  Education Act. 1997 (Act 
No. 101 of 1997), [and all relevant laws,] to ensure  academic  freedom  and to 
provide responsible management and government of the  affairs. inclLldi11g academic 
control of the instructional programmes of the Teclmikon. nithin a  single co- 
ordinated higher education system, a new  Statute'  for  the Techikon is hereby 
introduced and made known.". 

"1  0. ( 1 ) I f  the principal is absent or is unable to perfornl the duties  of  his or her office 
for an!. other reason. the principal may designate [the] 2 deputy  vice-chancellor as 
acting principal for that period.". 

6. Paragraph 13 is  amended by substitution for paragraph 13 of the  following paragraph: 

7 .  Paragraph 14 is amended by substitution for paragaph 14 of the  folloning paragraph: 

--14. [The] A deputy vice-chancellor is appointed by the council for such period as 
decided by the council." 

6. Paragraph i 5 is amended b>. substitution for paragraph 15 of the  follon-ing paragraph: 

"1 5. The conditions of service of [the] g deputy 1.ice-chancellor are determined by the 
council.". 

(N )  the principal: 
01)  the three deputy 1-ice-[principal] chancellors : 
IC. I Ithree] four persons appointed by the Minister: 
((1) one nwmber of the senate elected by the senate; 

one academic emplo!te elected by such employees: 



STAATSKOERANT, 28 MAART 2003 No. 24617 5 

03 the Dresident of the SRC and  one [student] member of the SRC elected 

(g) one person elected by the support services employees. 
by the SRC; and 

(2) The  members of the council contelnplated i n  section 27(-/j(i1) of the Act are as 
fOll0Li;S- 

the registrar as secretarv to'tI1e council; 
two persons wi th  expertise in technology: 
one person with legal expertise; 
[one] two persons with financial expertise; 
one person from Trade  and Industry: 
one person from organised agriculture; 
one person from chamber of mines:[and] 
one person elected by the convocation; 
one person nit11 expertise in human resources: and 
one Derson  fkom a national \{-omen's organisation. 

( 3 )  The  council may invite persons  who are not members to attend  meetings of the 
council, on the understanding  that such persons may take part i n  deliberations but may 
not  vote.'.. 

13. Paragraph 25 is amended by substitution of paragraph 28 of the follotving paragraph 
and the correct renumbering of the follou.inp subparagraphs: 

-.[2S (1) As required by section 26(3) of the Act the  council  from  among its 
members  elect a secretary to the  council b!. means of a secret ballot and  a 
major ih  of the  members  present  nt a duly  constituted  ordinary  meeting of 
the  council.] 

28 (1) The  council may appoint any employee to assist  the  secretarJ- [or  to  act  in his 
or her  place] 

(2) The secretary [must] holds office as long as he or she holds the office of 
reristrar to which he or she byas appointed and bv virtue of which he or she is 
the secretarv to colulcil. [for  one  year,  or  such  shorter  period as he o r  she 
may  be a member of the  council] 

[(4) The  secretary to the  council  may be re-elected at the  espiration of his or 
her term of office. 

( 5 )  Whenever  a  vacancy  occurs in the office of the  secretary,  such  vacancy 
must  be  filled  in  accordance  with  subparagraph (1). 

( 6 )  The  secretan. elected in t e r m  of subparagraph ( 5 )  holds office for  the 

171 (j) The secretar!. is the electoral ofticer at all meetings. . 

unespired  portion of the  term of oftice of his or  her  predecessor]. .. 
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“34. (1) The  members of the  senate  contemplated in section 28(2) of the Act are the 
following- 

the principal as the chaimerson of the senate: 
the executive  assistant  of the principal; 
the three  deputy vice- [principal] chancellors;. 
one member  of the council not employed by the Technikon; 
tlvo members  of the SRC; 
the academic  employee  representative  elected by the academic 
employees: 
the support  staff representative elected by the support  staff; 
the deans of faculties; 
the dean:  student affairs: 
the heads of department of the academic  departments: 
the heads of the library and information centre; 
the chairperson of the student  support  services council: 
the head of the student guidance  services  department: 
the  chairperson of the central research committee; 
all other professors in the  academic stnmures  of the Teclmikon; 
the head of academic  administration;  and 
any other  employee as determined by the  council.”. 

15. Paragraph 37 is amended by substitution  of paragraph 37 of the  following paragraph: 

“Election of [chairperson and] vice-chairperson 

37. ( 1 )  Nominations for the [chairperson and the] vice-chairperson of the  senate 
must. with [their] his or her [respective] consent. be submitted in writing to 
the secretary to the senate on a date  determined by hinl or her. 

(2) The [chairperson or the] vice-chairperson of the  senate may not be a student 
of the Technikon. 

(3) I f  more than one candictate  is nominated for [one of] oftice[s], voting must 
be b!, secret ballot. 

(1) A candidate ma!. on). be elected to office of the [chairperson or] vice- 
chairperson by an absolute majorit!. of the members present at a duly 
constituted  meeting of the senate. 

(5)  Each member of the senate has only one vote during each round of voting. 
provided that there must be a series of ballots if no candidate  gains an absolute 
majority i n  the first ballot. 

(6) I n  each successive round of voting  the  candidate who gained the least support 
in the pre\-ious ballot is eliminated as candidate. 
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(7)The  [chairperson  and] vice-chairperson [occupy] occupies [their) his  or her 
[respective] office[s]  for  a term of  one year, or for  such  shorter period as the 
[chairperson  or] vice-chairperson may be a  member of the  senate. 

(8)The  [chairperson  and  the] vice-chairperson [are] eligible  for  re-election. 
(9) Whenever a vacancy occurs in the  office of [chairperson  or] vice- 

chairperson,  the provisions of  subparagraphs (I) ,  (2), (3). (4) ( 5 )  and (6) are 
applicable to the  filling of the vacancy. 

(1 0) If the  chairperson and the vice-chairperson  are not available  for any senate 
meeting. members of the senate  must  elect  an  acting  chairperson from its 
members to preside at the  meeting.". 

16. Paragraph 47 is amended by substitution  of  paragraph 47 of  the  foilowing paragraph: 

"47. The  institutional forum of the Technikon  comprises  of the following numbers 
per  category- 

( 4  [one  person  representing ' t he  principal's office] four uersons 
revresentine manaeement: namely: 

1 i )  Drincipal : 
lii) senior  director: general administration  as the secretary: 
liii) chief director: institutional policy and  compliance: and 
liv) director:  institutional  eauity. 

[one  person  representing  the  vice-principal's office] one external 
council member: 
[one person  representing  operations]  one person from the  members 
of  the senate: 
[one  person  representing  financial  administration]  one person 
remesentkg academic employees: 
[one  person  representing  institutional  administration]  one uerson 
representing suuuort services  employees: 
[two persons  representing  the  council]  two Dersons representing  the 
- SRC: 
[four  persons  representing  the  senate, a member  from  each 
faculQ-1 t\vo  Dersons representing  the  two reconnised employee 
unions: 
lone  person  representing  support  services  employees] one person 
reuresentincr the convocation: 
[two persons  representing  students] one person representing the 
student services council(SSC):and 
[one  person  representing  the  budget,  pianning  and  operations 
committee1 one person representing  the support services board 
[SSB):". 
t\vo persons representing employee  unions rscognised by the 
Technikon:". 
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17. Paragraph 48 is amended by substitution of partgraph 48 of the following paragraph: 

"48. Whenever it is necessary for the council to elect and appoint [two] E of its 
lnembers  as a representative[s] on the institutional forum as contemplated i n  section 
3 1 (2)(b) of the Act, such  member[s]  must [comprise  the  chairperson of the  council, 
and  such  other  representative as] elected by the  council from amongst its 
external members and appointed to the institutional forum by the chairperson of the 
council and the  following procedure must be followed- 

(a) nominations of candidates m u s t  be made by letter siglled by two members 

(b) if more than one candidates are nominated, voting must be  by secret ballot: 
(c) the candidate  obtaining  the most votes, must be elected to the institutional 

(d) every member of the council has one vote; 
(e) in the case of a tie of votes. the result nmst be determined by the dran-ing 

of lots by the secretav to the council.". 

as well as the nominee and addressed to the secretary to the council: 

forum; 

1 S. Paragraph 49 is amended by substitution of paragraph 49 ofthe following  paragraph: 

(a) nominations of candidates must be made by letter signed by two nlembers 

(b)  if more than one candidate is nominated[per  facult\.,]  \,oting must be  by 

(c)  the candidate  obtainin2 the most voteslper  faculty,] must be elected to the 

(d) e ~ w y  member of the senate has one  vote [for each f acu le  

(e) i n  the case of a tie of votes. the result must be determined by the drawing 

as !vel1 as the nominee and addressed to the  secretaly to the senate; 

secret ballot: 

institutional forum: 

represcntati~~e]; 

of lots by the  secretall' to the senate.". 

19. Paragraph 54 is amended by substitution of paragraph 54 of the follocvinp Paragraph: 

"51. ( 1 )  [The rcpresenti1th.e to be appointed in accordance  with  paragraph 
47(li) to  (s) are designated b ~ .  council  on  recort~mendation of the 
principal1 The authorities contemplated i n  section 31  (2) &) of the Act and i n  
the Statute of the  Technikon Free State. are requested. under sienature of the 
secretary of the institutional forum to nominate a person as full representative 
o f  the m-ticular authority to sen-e on the institutional forum. 
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(2) The official receipt of the name of the particular representative by the 
secretary of the institutional forum wiil constitute formal . apDointment in 
accordance with section 3 1Q /a) of the Act.". 

20. Paragraph 55 is amended by substitution  of  subparagraphs (1);(2) and (3) of the 
following subparagraphs: 

"55. (1) The  members  of  the institutional forum, at  the first meeting  of the 
institutional forum,  elect from their number in a nlanner decided upon beforehand a 

- chairperson I,) a vice-chairperson Iancl a secretary] who each holds ofike for a 
period of [one] Q year? and who mal' be re-elected for a further term of oftice. 

(2)  The principal and vice-chancellor act for the dllratioll of the election of a 
chairperson as acting chairperson. 

(3) The  senior director: general administration  (secretariat)  acts as the 
secretan' of the institutional forum.". 

3 6 .  [The  term of office of members of the institutional  forum is as 
determined by their  respective  constituencies] Unless  otherwise  decided by the 
respective constituencies. the term of office of members of the institutional forum is 
for a period of two vears. 

13) Members mav be re-appointed or re-elected.". 

21. Paragraph 57 is amended by the substitution of paragraph 57 of  the  following 
parazraph: 

3 7 .  ( I )  All the pro\.isions relating to the meetings of  the council with regard to 
the quorun1 of a meeting. notice of a meetins. minutes of meetings and register of 
resolutions apply to the  mestings OF the institutional forum. 

(2)  Decision is deemed to have been taken by the  institutional forum if. in 
the opinion of the chairperson. sufficient  consensus has been reached. 

an attempt is made to reach a decision bv a two third maioritv. i n  which  case the 
maiorjty and minoritJ.  opinions are both reported. or  failing that all the  viewpoints are 
reported. 

( 3 )  Decision-making is. as a point of departure by consensus or failing that 

(4) The quorum for an institutional forum meeting is 50 per cent plus one. 
( 5 )  The institutional forum and task group  meetings  are  open to obsenpers. 
16) All institutional forum documents are in accordance with the language 

Polk\. of the Technikon : 
( 7 )  Members mav speak i n  any official languane with the understanding 

that translation is pro\.ided bv the executive  comnlittee of the institutional forum or 
secretariat as required.". 


