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PREFACE

A population and housing census is the foremost exercise in the ten-year cycle of the statistical
programme of a country, presenting an opportunity to obtain data on key demographic
indicators such as population size and composition; households and their living
circumstances, and geographical distribution across the country. It provides the population
denominators for basic health and socio-economic indicators, and renews the basis for

revising population estimates and projections for another ten years and beyond.

In a departure from previous practice, Census 2022 was the first digital census conducted by
South Africa and used three modes of collection: Computer-assisted Personal Interview
(CAPI); Computer-assisted Web Interview (CAWI); and Computer-assisted Telephonic
Interview (CATI). The results of this massive census exercise and road map on how it was
conducted provide invaluable indicators on progress made towards making South Africa a

better society through evidence-based decision-making and planning.

Census 2022 was conducted under an unprecedented challenging environment characterised
by the COVID-19 pandemic as well as a changing fiscal environment, affecting the planning
and rollout of the census exercise. The COVID-19 pandemic led to the postponement of the
census that was initially scheduled for October 2021 to February 2022, and disrupted a
number of other census activities, including the census pilot. The challenges posed by the
pandemic were not unique to South Africa, causing disruption in the United Nations Census
Programme of the 2020 round. Despite the disruptions in the census planning and
preparations, and implementation, these challenges were overcome and Census 2022 was
successfully executed, culminating in this momentous occasion of disseminating the much-
anticipated census outcome in this report. A set of selected indicators ranging from population
size, composition, and other indicators on persons’ characteristics to households’ living
conditions are profiled. The report sets the tone for subsequent releases by providing
disaggregated statistics at lower levels, which will be availed in a phased approach to all the

stakeholders in planning and policy making, research and academia, the general public and
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The South African population and housing census provides a mechanism for the country to take stock of the
population and housing numbers every 10 years. The census is a rich source of statistical information and the
foundation of statistical sampling within the organisation. It provides information on the demographic, socio-
economic and geographic characteristics of the population, as well as household characteristics. In a departure
from previous practice, the 2022 census was the first digital census conducted by South Africa and used three
modes of collection: Computer-assisted Personal Interview (CAPI); Computer-assisted Web Interview (CAWI);

and Computer-assisted Telephonic Interview (CATI).

The population of South Africa increased from 51,7 million in 2011 to more than 62 million in 2022; a growth
rate of 1,8% in the intercensal period. Females constituted 51,5% of the total population, while 48,5% were
males. Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal had the highest populations at 15 million and 12,4 million respectively,
while the Northern Cape had the smallest (1,3 million). Black Africans remain the dominant population group
at 81,4%, followed by the coloured population at 8,2%. The white population percentage declined to 7,3% in
2022 from 8,9% observed in 2011, while that for Indians/Asians increased slightly from 2,5% in 2011 to 2,7%
in 2022. The median age increased to 28 years from 25 years in 2011, suggesting a consistent increase over

time and an overall increase of three years.

More than 55 000 homeless individuals were recorded, with more males (70,1%) than females (29,9%), for
both roofless and sheltered. Homelessness was more prevalent in metropolitan areas (74,1%) compared to
non-metropolitan areas (25,9%). City of Tshwane recorded the highest proportion of homeless persons
(18,1%), followed by City of Johannesburg at 15,6%. Looking at the top five reasons for homelessness, job
loss/no income was the most cited for both males and females (41,3%), followed by alcohol and drug abuse
(25%).

Internal migration results showed that two provinces still dominate internal migration in South Africa. Gauteng
remained the dominant migration stream, receiving more than a third of all internal migrants, followed by
Western Cape with 15%. Over the intercensal period, four provinces experienced an outflow of people, namely

Limpopo, Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and Free State.

Census 2022 showed there were more than 2,4 million international migrants, which equates to just above 3%
of the total population. Most of these came from the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region
(86%) and of these, 45,5% came from Zimbabwe, followed by Mozambique with 18,7% and Lesotho with
10,2%. The top five sending countries to South Africa were Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Malawi, Lesotho and the

United Kingdom; these five countries have also maintained their rank since 2011.
More than three million children (0—4 years) participated in Early Childhood Development (ECD). Provincially,

children in Northern Cape (57%) and North West (52,4%) were more likely not to participate in ECD, compared

to other provinces.
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Seven out of ten black African children attended an ECD facility compared to eight out of ten white children.
Attendance at an educational institution increased to almost universal level between 1996 and 2022 for
children aged 5 years and 6 years, while the attendance rate started to decline by age 15-24 over the period.
Attendance increased for black Africans, coloureds and whites over the period while the Indian/Asian
population showed little change. For both 2011 and 2022, business, economics and management sciences
and education were dominated by females, while males continued to dominate in engineering and electrical

infrastructure studies.

The number of households increased from 14,4 million in 2011 to 17,8 million in 2022, an intercensal growth
rate of 2%. The household size declined from 3,6 to 3,5 in 2022. KwaZulu-Natal consistently had the highest
household size (4,4%), followed by Northern Cape (4,1%). The majority of households resided in formal
dwellings (88,5%); Limpopo maintained the highest proportion of formal dwellings as was observed in 2011,
increasing from 90% in 2011 to 95% in 2022. The distribution of household headship between females and
males is nearly equal, with approximately a 50-50 share for each. KwaZulu-Natal had the highest proportion

of female-headed households.

Although there was an increase in the proportion of households with piped water, the rate of increase slowed
over time. Almost half of households (48,4%) reported experiencing water interruptions for two or more
consecutive days; Northern Cape (65,8%) had the highest proportion reporting water interruptions, followed
by North West (65,2%). The least occurrence in water interruptions was recorded in the Western Cape (28%).
Households with access to the internet increased to 79% in 2022 from 35% in 2011. Internet access via

cellphone was the most common source of internet for most households.

There was a slight decline in the number of households participating in agriculture across six of the nine
provinces from 2011 to 2022. The exception was for Limpopo, where the number of agricultural households
increased by almost 5%. Slight increases were observed for Gauteng and Mpumalanga as well. In both
censuses, KwaZulu-Natal, Limpopo and Eastern Cape had the highest number of households participating in
agriculture. Almost 2 million households reported participating in agriculture for household consumption only;
of these, and these varied by population group of the household head. 93% were black African-headed
households, while only 3% were white-headed households. Of the 17,6 million sheep that were reported
nationally as part of livestock ownership, 58% were reported in Eastern Cape and 13% in the Western Cape.
Ownership of chickens was more predominant in KwaZulu-Natal (20,3%), followed by Eastern Cape with
16,7%.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Overview

Censuses are the principal means of collecting basic population and housing statistics required for planning,
decision-making and monitoring of policies in all sectors of the economy in a country. Population and housing
censuses provide detailed statistics on population composition, characteristics, and spatial distribution to the
lowest geographical area. South Africa has conducted four censuses (1996, 2001, 2011 and 2022). Census
2022 was the first digital census to be conducted in the post-1994 democratic dispensation, driven by the
fundamental benefits of a technology-driven census, including real-time data collection, processing and timely,
quality data. Census 2022’s strategic approach was thus to ensure that most processes such as the geography

frame, data collection instruments/tools, and data processing were largely technology driven.

A multi-mode data collection approach was also adopted in census 2022, namely the use of face-to-face
interviews (Computer-assisted Personal Interview [CAPI]), telephonic interviews (Computer-assisted
Telephone Interview [CATI]), and self-enumeration through the internet (Computer-assisted Web Interview
[CAWI]). The multi-mode data collection approach became an advantage in conducting a census in the
COVID-19 pandemic environment that affected key census phases, including geography frame finalisation and
data collection.

South Africa conducts a de facto census — individuals are counted based on where they were on the census
reference night. Census 2022 reference night was the night of 2 February 2022. Based on this approach, four
sub-populations were counted: household-based population; population in special dwelling institutions (SDIs);
transient population; and homeless population. Counting each sub-population requires different enumeration
procedures and data-collection instruments/tools developed for each sub-population. The homeless and
transient populations were enumerated on census night while household and SDI enumeration started on
3 February 2022. Census 2022 was affected by unprecedented challenges including the COVID-19 pandemic
and climate change issues such as flooding in some parts of the country, and these affected the Census 2022
data collection and other enumeration related activities conducted between February and May 2022, with
provinces completing enumeration at different times over this period. For a detailed information on how the

count was done, refer to Report No. 03-01-45.
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2. DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS

2.1 Introduction

This section presents key findings from the demographic characteristics. It covers the total population by
province, population composition, which includes age and sex structure, population group and median ages.

Recorded marital status, language most spoken in the household and religious affiliation are also profiled.

2.2 Population size

The section on population size provides the results of the population recorded in Census 2022 and changes
by province since Census 1996.

Figure 2.1: Total population by census year, Census 1996-2022
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Figure 2.1 shows the total population by census years, 1996-2022. Overall, the results indicate that the
population size of the country has been increasing. The population increased from 40 583 573 in 1996 to
62 027 503 in 2022, representing a growth rate of 4,1%. The biggest growth rates were observed between
2011 and 2022 at 1,8%, while the rates between 2001 and 2011 was 1,4%.
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STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA

Table 2.1: Distribution of population by province and sex, Census 1996-2022

Census Sex
Province year Male Female Total
1996 1 935 494 2021 381 3956 875
2001 2192 321 2332014 4 524 335
Western Cape
2011 2 858 506 2 964 228 5822 734
2022 3602 159 3830 860 7 433019
1996 2 840 235 3307 009 6 147 244
2001 2 906 521 3372 130 6 278 651
Eastern Cape
2011 3089 701 3472 353 6 562 053
2022 3424042 3806 162 7 230 204
1996 491 601 520 263 1011 864
2001 479 764 512 112 991 876
Northern Cape
2011 564 972 580 889 1145 861
2022 653 320 702 626 1 355 946
1996 1298 348 1335 156 2 633 504
2001 1297 605 1409 170 2 706 775
Free State
2011 1328 967 1416 623 2 745 590
2022 1 407 824 1 556 588 2964 412
1996 4 018 349 4553 953 8 572 302
2001 4 478 083 5106 046 9584 129
KwaZulu-Natal
2011 4 878 676 5 388 625 10 267 300
2022 5919 217 6 504 690 12 423 907
1996 1347 678 1379 149 2726 828
2001
North West 1484 077 1 497 987 2 982 064
2011 1779 903 1 730 049 3509 953
2022 1885 033 1919 515 3804 548
1996 3988 348 3846 272 7 834 620
2001 4720 283 4 670 245 9 390 528
Gauteng
2011 6 189 875 6 082 388 12 272 263
2022 7 617 952 7 481 470 15 099 422
1996 1 505 594 1618 610 3124 203
2001 1603 578 1762 379 3365 957
Mpumalanga
2011 1974 055 2 065 883 4 039 939
2022 2 469 794 2 673 530 5143 324
1996 2 095 241 2 480 892 4 576 133
. 2001 2271809 2 723 653 4 995 462
Limpopo
2011 2524 136 2880 732 5 404 868
2022 3099 416 3473304 6 572 720
1996 19 520 887 21 062 685 40583573
2001
South Africa 21 434 040 23385 737 44 819 778
2011 25188 791 26 581 769 51 770 560
2022 30 078 757 31948 745 62 027 503

Census 2022
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Table 2.1 provides the distribution of the population by province and sex, 1996—2022. The results show that
the female population was 31 948 745 while the male population was 30 078 757 in 2022. Gauteng recorded
the highest population (15 099 422) followed by KwaZulu-Natal (12 423 907) in 2022, while Northern Cape
(1 355 946) and Free State (2 964 412) reported the lowest population sizes among the provinces. Gauteng
is the only province where the proportion of females has been consistently below 50% since 1996. Limpopo
(52,8%) and Eastern Cape (52,6%) had the highest proportion of females, more than the other seven provinces

and the national percentage (51,5%).

Figure 2.2: Percentage distribution of the population by province, Census 1996-2022
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Figure 2.2 provides the percentage distribution of the population by province, 1996—-2022. The results indicate
that Gauteng (24,3%), KwaZulu-Natal (20%) and Western Cape (12%) recorded the highest percentage
distributions of the population, while Northern Cape (2,2%) and Free State (4,8%) reported the lowest. A
consistent increase in the proportion of the population was observed for Gauteng and the Western Cape from
19,3% and 9,7% in 1996 to 24,3% and 12% in 2022 respectively. Eastern Cape and the Free State, on the
other hand, recorded a consistent decline over time, while it remained constant (2,2%) between 2001 and
2022 in the Northern Cape province. The North West province reported a slight decrease from 7,1% to 6,1%
between 2011 and 2022.

Table 2.2: Distribution of the population and percentage change by province, Census 1996-2022

% % %

change change change

(1996- (2001- (2011-

Province 1996 2001 2001) 2011 2011) 2022 2022)
Western Cape 3956875 | 4524335 14,3 | 5822734 28,7 | 7433019 27,7
Eastern Cape 6147244 | 6278651 2,1 | 6562053 45| 7230204 10,2
Northern Cape 1011 864 991 876 -2,0 | 1145861 155| 1355946 18,3
Free State 2633504 | 2706775 2,8 | 2745590 14| 2964412 8,0
KwaZulu-Natal 8572302 | 9584129 11,8 | 10 267 300 7,1 | 12423907 21,0
North West 2726828 | 2982064 9,4 | 3509953 17,7 | 3804548 8,4
Gauteng 7834620 | 9390528 19,9 | 12 272 263 30,7 | 15099 422 23,0
Mpumalanga 3124203 | 3365957 7,7 | 4039939 20,0 | 5143324 27,3
Limpopo 4576 133 | 4995462 9,2 | 5404868 82| 6572721 21,6
South Africa 40583573 | 44819778 10,4 | 51 770 560 15,5 | 62027 503 19,8
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Table 2.2 presents changes in the population size (numbers and percentages) between the different censuses,
1996-2022. Nationally, the results showed the largest percentage change occurred between 2011 and 2022
at 19,8%. There was 10,4% percentage change between 1996 and 2001 and 15,5% between and 2001 and
2022. Except for Northern Cape (-2,0%) which recorded a negative change between 1996 and 2001, all other
provinces recorded positive change over the years. The Western Cape (27,7%), Mpumalanga (27,3%) and
Gauteng (23,0%) provinces recorded the highest percentage changes, while the Free State (8,0%) and North
West (8,4%) recorded the lowest change between 2011 and 2022.

2.3 Population composition

This section provides the results on population composition recorded in Census 2022 by population group,

sex and province between 1996 and 2022.

Table 2.3: Percentage distribution of the population by sex and province, Census 1996-2022

1996 2001 2011 2022
Province Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female
Western Cape 48,9 51,1 48,5 51,5 49,1 50,9 48,5 51,5
Eastern Cape 46,2 53,8 46,3 53,7 47,1 52,9 47,4 52,6
Northern Cape 48,6 514 48,4 51,6 49,3 50,7 48,2 51,8
Free State 49,3 50,7 47,9 52,1 48,4 51,6 47,5 52,5
KwaZulu-Natal 46,9 53,1 46,7 53,3 47,5 52,5 47,6 52,4
North West 49,4 50,6 49,8 50,2 50,7 49,3 49,5 50,5
Gauteng 50,9 49,1 50,3 49,7 50,4 49,6 50,5 49,5
Mpumalanga 48,2 51,8 47,6 52,4 48,9 51,1 48,0 52,0
Limpopo 45,8 54,2 45,5 54,5 46,7 53,3 47,2 52,8
South Africa 48,1 51,9 47,8 52,2 48,7 51,3 48,5 51,5

Table 2.3 presents percentage distribution of the population by sex and province, 1996-2022. With the
exception of Gauteng, the results show that the female population has remained slightly higher than the male
population in all provinces over the years. Females remained above 50% in all provinces except for Gauteng,
where the proportion of females has been below 50% since 1996. The lower proportion of the female
population reported over the years in Gauteng may be associated with economic and migration-related factors,
resulting in more males relocating to the province. Limpopo followed by Eastern Cape have recorded the
highest proportion of females since 1996, although there was a consistent decline for both from 54,2% to

52,8% and 53,8% to 52,6% in Limpopo and Eastern Cape respectively in 2022,
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Table 2.4: Distribution of the population by population group and province, Census 1996-2022
Census Population group
Province year Black African | Coloured | Indian/Asian White Other Total
1996 826 691 | 2146 109 40 376 821 551 - 3834 727
Western 2001 1207 429 | 2438 976 45 030 832 901 - 4 524 335
Cape 2011 1912 547 | 2 840 404 60761 | 915053 | 93969 5822 734
2022 2884511 | 3124757 84363 | 1217807 | 115235 7 426 673
1996 5291 423 469 684 19 378 331 478 - 6111963
Eastern Cape 2001 5473922 480 408 18 483 305 839 - 6 278 651
2011 5660 230 541 850 27 929 310 450 21 595 6 562 053
2022 6 189 075 547 741 37 568 403 061 48 339 7 225784
1996 448 880 436 319 2 350 111 650 - 999 200
Northern 2001 461 262 425 717 2 379 102 518 - 991 876
Cape 2011 576 986 | 461 899 7827 81246 | 17903 1145 861
2022 679 383 563 605 10 824 99 150 2 667 1 355 629
1996 2223940 79 038 2 805 316 459 - 2 622 242
Free State 2001 2381073 83193 3719 238 791 - 2706 775
2011 2 405 533 83 844 10 398 239 026 6 790 2 745 590
2022 2 630 556 78 141 12 978 235915 4274 2 961 864
1996 7037724 116 798 790 791 556 997 - 8 502 310
KwaZulu- 2001 8163 564 140 286 798 163 482 115 - 9584 129
Natal 2011 8912921 | 141376 756 991 | 428842 | 27170 10 267 300
2022 10 535 830 183 019 1157 542 513 377 27 442 12 417 210
1996 2 444 648 44 236 9 880 214 284 - 2713 048
North West 2001 2 684 682 53710 9738 233934 - 2 982 064
2011 3152063 71 409 20 652 255 385 10 444 3509 953
2022 3562 524 60 720 2 654 171 887 5 894 3803679
1996 5620774 28 0235 161429 | 1711015 - 7773 453
Gauteng 2001 7 064 389 339973 218124 | 1768 042 - 9 390 528
2011 9493 684 42 3594 356574 | 1913 884 84 527 12 272 263
2022 12 765 312 44 3857 329 736 | 1 509 800 35 890 15 084 595
1996 2 827 503 20 394 12 941 245 250 - 3106 089
Mpumalanga 2001 3135485 22 429 10 964 197 080 - 3 365 957
2011 3662 219 36 611 27917 303 595 9 597 4 039 939
2022 4 898 063 32100 25 882 185 731 440 5142 216
1996 4 406 046 7632 5 645 126 012 - 4 545 335
Limpopo 2001 4 844 360 9814 8 867 132 420 - 4 995 462
2011 5224754 14 415 17 881 139 359 8 459 5 404 868
2022 6 341 601 18 409 35 958 167 524 7172 6 570 664
1996 31127 631 | 3600446 1045596 | 4434 697 - 40 208 369
South Africa 2001 35416 166 | 3 994 505 1115467 | 4 293 640 - 44 819 778
2011 41000938 | 4615401 1286 930 | 4586 838 | 280 454 51 770 560
2022 50 486 856 | 5 052 349 1697506 | 4504 252 | 247 353 61 988 314

Note:

Unspecified cases for population group in Censuses 1996 and 2022 are excluded.

Category “Other” population group was not included in the 1996 and 2001

Census 2022
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Table 2.4 shows the population group distribution by province in South Africa, 1996—-2022. The results show
that the black African population remains the biggest population group across all provinces since 1996. The
black African population was highest in Gauteng (12 765 312) and KwaZulu-Natal (10 535 830), and lowest in
the Northern Cape province (679 383). The highest number of the coloured population was in the Western
Cape over time; proportionally, they also remained the highest in the Western Cape at 42% in 2022, although
they declined from 56% in 1996. The largest concentration of the white population group was recorded in
Gauteng province (1 509 800) followed by the Western Cape (1 217 807) in 2022. However, the proportion of
the white population declined gradually within each province over time; for instance, the white population
constituted 22% of the population in Gauteng in 1996, but declined to only 10% in that province in 2022. It was
21,4% of the Western Cape population in 1996 and declined to just above 16% of the total population in that
province in 2022. The total number of the Indian/Asian population recorded in 2022 was 1 697 505;
provincially, the highest number of the Indian/Asian population remains in KwaZulu-Natal (1 157 542) followed
by Gauteng (329 736). This population group remained steady within these two provinces at just below 10%

in KwaZulu-Natal and only 2% of the Gauteng population.

Figure 2.3: Percentage distribution by population group, Census 1996-2022
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Figure 2.3 presents the percentage distribution of population groups in South Africa for Census 1996 to 2022.
The results show that eight in ten South Africans were black African, and less than one in ten were white in
2022. The black Africans remained the highest population group, increasing from 77% recorded in 1996 to
81,4% in 2022. On the other hand, the white population group declined from 11% in 1996 to 7,3% in 2022.
The Indian/Asian population group remained below 3% across the four censuses, while the coloured
population constituted 8,2% of the population in 2022.
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2.4 Age and sex structure

The age and sex subsection deals with distribution of the population over time based on 5-year age groups. It
compares the age and sex structures of 1996, 2001, 2011, with that of 2022 to show shifts that occurred over

time.

Figure 2.4: Distribution patterns of the population by 5-year age groups, Census 2011 and 2022

12.0
10.0
8.0

% 6.0
4.0

2.0

0.0
0-4 5-9 10- 15- 20- 25- 30- 35- 40- 45- 50- 55- 60- 65- 70- 75- 80- 85+
14 19 24 29 34 39 44 49 54 59 64 69 74 79 84

5-year age group

-—2011 =—@=2022

Figure 2.4 shows the distribution of the population by 5-year age groups between Census 2011 and 2022. The
results show a dip in the age groups 5-9 and 15-19 years in 2022. The results also show lower proportions of
the population among those in the age groups 10-14 and 25-29, and higher proportions for the age groups
30-34 to 45-49 years in 2022 compared to 2011. Additionally, there is a higher proportion of the population
among those in the age cohorts 50-54 to 75-79 years in 2022 compared to 2011.

Census 2022
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Table 2.5: Distribution of the population by 5-year age groups and sex, Census 2022

P0301.4

Numbers %
Age group Male Female Total Male Female Total
0-4 2918 292 2915 222 5833515 50,0 50,0 100,0
5-9 2561 963 2547 141 5109 104 50,1 49,9 100,0
10-14 2713448 2 690 676 5404 124 50,2 49,8 100,0
15-19 2504 677 2 470633 4975 309 50,3 49,7 100,0
20-24 2 670 986 2 638 753 5309 738 50,3 49,7 100,0
25-29 2 825 292 2 907 947 5733 239 49,3 50,7 100,0
30-34 2776212 2816 611 5592 823 49,6 50,4 100,0
35-39 2 596 891 2625711 5222 603 49,7 50,3 100,0
40-44 2 089 077 2096 144 4185 220 49,9 50,1 100,0
45-49 1 586 698 1706 813 3293511 48,2 51,8 100,0
50-54 1277 910 1491 229 2769139 46,1 53,9 100,0
55-59 1100778 1395674 2 496 452 441 55,9 100,0
60-64 912 280 1183387 2 095 667 43,5 56,5 100,0
65—69 672 433 927 238 1599 671 42,0 58,0 100,0
70-74 419 393 626 614 1 046 006 40,1 59,9 100,0
75-79 238 713 413 321 652 033 36,6 63,4 100,0
80-84 132 074 262 740 394 814 33,5 66,5 100,0
85+ 81640 232 892 314 532 26,0 74,0 100,0
Total 30078757 | 31948746 | 62027503 48,5 51,5 100,0

Census 2022. Overall, the data indicate that in 2022, 48,5% of the population was male while 51,5% was

female. The result also shows a higher distribution among the younger and youthful age cohorts compared to

the elderly age cohorts. A slightly higher number of males were observed at ages 0—4 years, while the number

of females was higher than males at advanced ages, showing a typical declining proportion of males with

advancing age compared to that of females.
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Table 2.6: Percentage distribution of the population by 5-year age groups and province, Census 2022

Province

South
Age group WC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP | Africa
04 7,9 10,0 9,5 8,9 9,3 10,3 8,6 10,6 11,5 9,4
5-9 7,0 9,2 9,0 8,5 8,6 8,8 6,9 8,8 10,1 8,2
10-14 7,5 10,2 9,3 9,3 9,3 9,2 7,1 9,1 10,1 8,7
15-19 7,2 9,2 9,2 8,7 8,6 8,4 6.8 8,2 8,6 8,0
20-24 8,7 7,8 8,5 8,3 8,5 8,5 9,1 9,0 8,0 8,6
25-29 9,4 8,1 8,0 8,4 9,2 8,5 10,5 9,5 8,4 9,2
30-34 9,2 7,2 7,6 8,4 9,1 8,4 10,7 9,2 7,6 9,0
35-39 9,1 6.8 7,1 8,0 8,5 7,9 9,9 8,3 6.8 8,4
40-44 7,5 5,6 6,3 6,5 6,5 6,6 7,9 6,3 5,6 6,7
45-49 5,8 4,9 55 5,3 5,0 5,3 57 51 5,0 5,3
50-54 52 4,4 51 4,7 4,1 44 4,6 4,2 4,2 4,5
55-59 4,5 4,3 4,4 4,4 3,8 4,1 3,8 3,7 4,0 4,0
60-64 3.8 4,1 3,7 3,7 3,2 3,5 3.1 2,9 3,3 3,4
65-69 2,8 3,2 2,8 2,9 2,6 2,5 2,3 2,2 2,5 2,6
70-74 2,0 2,1 1,7 1.8 1,7 1,6 14 1,3 1,7 1,7
75-79 1.3 1.3 1,1 1,1 1,0 1,0 0,9 0,8 1,1 1,1
80-84 0,7 0,9 0,6 0,6 0,6 0,6 0,5 0,5 0,8 0,6
85 + 0,5 0,7 0,4 0,5 0,5 0,5 0,4 0,4 0,8 0,5
Total 100,0 | 100,0 | 1000 | 100,0 | 100,0| 100,0| 100,0 | 1000 | 100,0| 100,0

Table 2.6 presents the proportional distribution of the population by 5-year age groups and province for Census
2022. The results indicate that those in the age group 0—4 (9,4%), 25-29 (9,2%) and 30-34 years (9%) had
the highest proportions nationally, while those in the age groups 80-84 and 85+ were the lowest. Furthermore,
Gauteng, Mpumalanga and Western Cape recorded the highest proportion among those in the youthful ages
25-34 years at almost similar proportions, ranging between 8,7% and 10,5%. The Eastern Cape province
(10,2%) reported the highest proportion among those in the age group 10-14 years, while Limpopo (10,1%)
reported the same proportion among those in the age group 5-9 and 10-14 years respectively, and 11,5%
among the youngest age group. Overall, the results show that the South African population remains relatively

young and youthful, with the majority concentrated in the age groups 0—-39 years.
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Figure 2.5: Percentage distribution of the population by population group and 5-year age groups,
Census 2022
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The distribution of the population groups by 5-year age groups is presented in Figure 2.5; it indicates that black
Africans have the highest proportion of the population among those aged 0-34 years, while the white population
group has the lowest in the same ages. The white population shows the highest proportion of older persons
(50-85+) among all the population groups. The Indian/Asian population group had the highest proportion of

persons aged between 35 and 44 years.
A population structure or pyramid provides a consolidated picture of the age-sex distribution and composition

of a population. Figures 2.6 to 2.7 below demonstrate the comparison of Census 2022 to the three previous
censuses (1996, 2001 and 2011).
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Figure 2.6: Population structure of South Africa, Census 1996 and 2022
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Figure 2.6 shows a comparison between the 1996 and 2022 age structure. A fairly large proportion of persons

at younger ages (0—24 years) are observed in 1996 compared to 2022. Furthermore, the results indicate a

substantial decrease in the proportion of younger persons in 2022, while a steady increase is observed in ages

25 and older compared to the 1996 distribution. This is indicative of a fairly young population in 1996, which
started to shift upward in 2022.
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Figure 2.7: Population structure of South Africa, Census 2001 and 2022
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Figure 2.7 shows a comparison between the population structure in 2001 and 2022 censuses. It depicts a

picture that is almost similar to the one shown in Figure 2.6 above. However, when comparing Census 2001

and 2022 the proportion of persons aged 5-19 years in 2022 show substantial decreases for both sexes. An

upward shift from younger ages in 2001 to older ages (25+) in 2022 is also observed.
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Figure 2.8: Population structure of South Africa, Census 2011 and 2022

Census 2011 (blue shaded) and Census 2022 (transparent)

85+
80-84
75-79
70-74 Male
65-69
60-64 | |
55-59 | |
50-54 | |
45-49 | |
40-44 | |
35-39 | |
30-34 | |
25-29 | |
20-24 | |
15-19 | |
10-14 | |
5-9 | |
0-4 l |

-8.0 -6.0 -4.0 -2.0 0.0 2.0 4.0 6.0 8.0
Proportions

Female

Age

DFemale (2022) ©OMale (2022) Female (2011) Male (2011)

Figure 2.8 shows the comparison of the age-sex structure between 2011 and 2022. The results indicate a
larger proportion of children aged 0—4 in 2011 compared to 2022, while the overall shapes of the two structures
depict a similar shape; ages between 5-9 and 15-34 remain larger in 2011 than in 2022. The proportion of
females aged 10-14 is the same between the two censuses while there is a slight difference in the proportion
of males in the same age group, where 2011 remained higher than the 2022 distribution. The 2022 distribution
of persons in the ages 3074 is slightly higher in 2022 compared to 2011.

2.5 Sex ratio

As a key measure of sex composition, the sex ratio gives the number of males for every 100 females in the
population. A sex ratio above 100 indicates more males than females in the population, and a sex ratio below

100 indicates the opposite. Generally, the sex ratio at birth is high and declines with increasing age.

Census 2022



STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 15 P0301.4
Table 2.7: Sex ratio by province, Census 1996-2022
Census year

Province 1996 2001 2011 2022
Western Cape 95,8 94,0 96,4 94,0
Eastern Cape 85,9 86,2 89,0 90,0
Northern Cape 94,5 93,7 97,3 93,0
Free State 97,2 92,1 93,8 90,4
KwaZulu-Natal 88,2 87,7 90,5 91,0
North West 97,7 99,1 102,9 98,2
Gauteng 103,7 101,1 101,8 101,8
Mpumalanga 93,0 91,0 95,6 924
Limpopo 84,5 83,4 87,6 89,2
South Africa 92,7 91,7 94,8 94,1

Table 2.7 presents sex ratios by province, Census 1996—-2022. Overall, lower sex ratios were observed across
all four South African censuses. The results also show a slight increase in sex ratio from 93 in 1996 to 94 in
2022 nationally. Gauteng was the only province that recorded sex ratios above 100 across the four censuses.
North West was the only other one with a sex ratios of above 100 but only (102,9) in 2011. Migration factors
may be associated with the provincial sex ratio variation. For examples, the high number of males in the
Gauteng province and the lower number in Limpopo and Eastern Cape in particular, the Limpopo province
recorded the lowest sex ratio between 1996 and 2022, followed by Eastern Cape province at 85,9 in 1996 and
90,0 in the 2022 census.

Figure 2.9: Sex ratio by population group, Census 1996-2022
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Figure 2.9 shows the sex ratio by population group, Census 1996-2022. The results show consistently more
female domination for all population groups, with the exception of the Indian/Asian population in 2011 (101)
and 2022 (102). The sex ratio decreased slightly among the coloured population, from 94 in 1996 to 91 in
2022. The white population group shows a slight decrease from 95 to 94, while the black African sex ratio

remained consistent at 94 between 2011 and 2022.
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Figure 2.10: Sex ratio by 5-year age groups, Census 1996-2022
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Figure 2.10 shows sex ratios by 5-year age

groups, Census 1996-2022. The expected pattern was observed, with declining sex ratios with increasing age

for all four censuses. The results also show that across the four censuses, sex ratios for ages 0 to 9 were 100

and above, and until ages 30-34 in 2011 and for 20—24 years in 2022. The result also suggests that there are

more males than females up to the age group 20—-24, and with the exception of 40—-44 years, more females

than males in other age groups, which is consistent with expectations.

2.6 Median age

The median age measures the age above which one-half of the population is located and below which the

other half is located. It provides an indication of whether the population is young, intermediate or old.
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Figure 2.11: Median age by province, Census 1996-2022
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Figure 2.11 shows the median age by province for Census 1996 to 2022. The results indicate that over time

the median ages increased consistently, from 22 years in 1996 to 28 years in 2022, an overall increase of six

years since 1996. All provinces recorded an increase in median age over the years, especially between 2011

and 2022. The Western Cape (31 years) and Gauteng (30 years) maintained median ages above the national

median age across all four censuses, while Limpopo (26 years) recorded the lowest in 2022. Eastern Cape,

KwaZulu-Natal, Mpumalanga and Limpopo showed the highest increases between 2011 and 2022 at a range

between four and six years.

Figure 2.12: Median age by population group, Census 1996-2022
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Figure 2.12 presents the median age by population group for Census 1996 to 2022. The results show that
median ages gradually increased among all population groups over the years. This shows an increase ranging
between four and seven years across the different population groups in this period. The median age of the
white population group reflects an ageing population, while black Africans remain relatively younger. The
median age increased from 21 to 27 years among black Africans and from 38 to 45 years among the white
population between 2011 and 2022, while coloured and Indian/Asian populations increased from 26 to 30

years and 32 to 37 years, respectively over the same period.

2.7 Marital status

The question on marital status is asked from all persons aged 12 years and older at the time of the census. It
is an important indicator of the circumstances of individuals in relation to other demographic factors such as
fertility and socio-economic variables. Marital status also provides an understanding of marital trends and

family formation and dissolution.

Figure 2.13: Percentage distribution of the population aged 12 years and older and marital status,
Census 2011 and 2022
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Figure 2.13 shows the distribution of person by marital status for 2011 and 2022. The results indicate an 8,2
percentage point increase among never married persons between 2011 and 2022. On the other hand, there
has been a decrease in the proportion of persons who are legally married between 2011 (29,9%) and 2022
(24%). A slight decrease is also seen in the proportion of person who are living together like husband and
wife/partners; from 9,2% in 2011 to 7,8% in 2022. The proportion of those who are widowed, separated or

separated, but still legally married remained relatively unchanged.
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Figure 2.144: Percentage distribution of the population aged 12 years and older by province and marital status, Census 2022
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Note: Excludes population aged younger than 12 years.

Figure 2.14 presents the provincial distribution of persons aged 12 years and older by marital status. Nationally, the results indicate that almost two-thirds of the
population have never been married while one in every five persons was legally married. Furthermore, the results show that KwaZulu-Natal has the largest proportion
of those who indicated that they have never been married (71%), followed by Mpumalanga at 68%, while the Western Cape has the lowest proportion at 51%. On the
other hand, a third of the population in Western Cape was legally married at the time of the census, which is the highest proportion in the country, followed by Gauteng
where one in every four persons indicated that they were married. Additionally, the highest proportion of divorcees was recorded in the Western Cape (3%), followed
by Gauteng (2,1%), while Limpopo and Mpumalanga had the lowest, both at less than a per cent. The highest proportion of those who are widowed were found in
Free State and Eastern Cape at 6,1% and 5,8%, respectively.
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Figure 2.155: Percentage distribution of the population aged 12 years and older by marital status and
population group, Census 2022
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The black African population has the highest proportion of never married persons and the lowest proportion of those
who are legally married in the country, as shown in Figure 2.15. On the other hand, the opposite is true among the
white population where the highest proportion amongst the married and the lowest never married is observed.
Furthermore, the Indian/Asian population has the highest proportion of widowed persons (7,5%) while the white

population has the highest proportion of those divorced (5,7%).
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Figure 2.166: Percentage distribution of the population by marital status and age group, Census 2022
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Figure 2.16 presents the percentage distribution of the population by marital status and age group, Census 2022. The results show a decrease in the never married
population and an increase among those legally married as age increases. It is observed that more than nine in every ten of those aged 12—14 were never married,
while close to half (48,7%) in the age group 55-59 were legally married in 2022. The never married proportion decreased from 98,8% among those aged 12-14 to
40,9% among those aged 45-49. The proportion legally married increases from below one percentage point among those aged 12-14 years to 48,7% among those
aged 55-59 and was 50,5% among those aged 70-74 years in 2022.The proportion of those who reported being widowed increased from 0,3% among those aged
25-29 to 46,3% among those aged 85+. Although slightly lower, the results also show that those living together like husband and wife/partners were concentrated in

the youthful ages. Overall, the results suggest that the majority of the population are never married across all ages.
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2.8 Language most often spoken in the household
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Table 2.8 profiles dynamics in language most often spoken by households over the period 1996-2022.

Table 2.8: Population distribution by language spoken most often in the household, Census 2022

Census year
Language 1996 2001 2011 2022
Afrikaans 14,5 13,4 13,5 10,6
English 8,7 8,3 9,7 8,7
IsiNdebele 15 1,6 2,1 1,7
IsiXhosa 17,9 17,6 16,0 16,3
IsiZulu 22,8 23,8 22,7 24,4
Sepedi 9,2 9,4 9,0 10,0
Sesotho 7,7 7,9 7,6 7,8
Setswana 8,2 8,2 8,0 8,3
Sign language - - 0,5 0,02
SiSwati 25 2,7 2,5 2,8
Tshivenda 2,2 2,3 24 25
Xitsonga 4.4 4.4 4.5 4.7
Other 0,6 0,5 1,6 2,1
Total 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0

Note: Excludes population aged younger than 1. Sign language data not available for 1996 and 2001.

Results presented in Table 2.8 show that isiZulu remained the most spoken language in the country,
constituting almost a quarter (24,4%), followed by isiXhosa (16,3%) and Afrikaans (10,6%). The findings

showed a downward trend in persons who speak Afrikaans (from 14,5% in 1996 to 10,6% in 2022), followed

by isiXhosa speakers. The proportion of persons who speak English, Xitsonga and Tshivenda remained

relatively stable. The results further showed that less than 1% of the population communicated using sign

language in both Censuses 2011 and 2022. Sign language was promulgated as South Africa’s 12th official

language in July 2023. As such, it is recognised by law as one of the official languages.
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Table 2.9: Percentage distribution by language spoken most often in the household and province,

Census 2022

Province

Language wcC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP SA
Afrikaans 41,2 9,6 54,6 10,3 1,0 52 7,7 3,2 2,3 10,6
English 22,0 4,8 2,4 15 14,4 1,0 9,2 15 1,0 8,7
IsiNdebele 0,2 0,1 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,4 3,1 9,9 1,1 1,7
IsiXhosa 314 81,8 4,5 55 3,1 4,8 6,7 1,0 0,2 16,3
IsiZulu 0,4 0,3 0,3 3,7 80,0 1,6 23,1 27,8 0,6 24,4
Sepedi 0,1 0,0 0,1 0,2 0,1 2,1 12,6 10,3 55,5 10,0
Sesotho 1,0 2,4 1,2 72,3 0,6 59 13,1 2,3 0,8 7,8
Setswana 0,1 0,0 35,7 53 0,0 72,8 10,4 1,6 14 8,3
Sign language 0,01 0,01 0,02 0,01 0,01 0,03 0,02 0,02 0,02 0,02
SiSwati 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,2 0,9 30,5 0,3 2,8
Tshivenda 0,1 0,0 0,1 0,1 0,0 0,4 2,4 0,2 17,4 25
Xitsonga 0,2 0,1 0,1 0,2 0,0 3,1 7,0 10,6 17,3 4,7
Khoi, Nama &

San languages 0,00 0,01 0,17 0,01 0,00 0,01 0,01 0,01 0,01 0,01
Shona 2,0 0,5 0,4 0,3 0,3 1,6 2,1 0,6 1,6 1,2
Chichewa/Chewa,

Nyanja/Chinyanja 0,5 0,1 0,1 0,0 0,2 0,2 0,6 0,1 0,0 0,3
Portuguese 0,1 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,1 0,2 0,3 0,3 0,0 0,2
Other 0,7 0,4 0,3 0,3 0,2 0,3 0,7 0,3 0,4 0,4
Total 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0

Note: Excludes population aged younger than 1 year.

Looking at the provinces and given our history of geographical disaggregation by ethnic and tribal

backgrounds, it is expected that each province has a dominant spoken language. The results show that in

KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern Cape, four out of every five persons speak isiZulu and isiXhosa, respectively.

Furthermore, more than 70% of the population in Free State and North West speak Sesotho and Setswana,

respectively. In the Western Cape, two out of every five persons speak Afrikaans.

Results on other specified languages included in Census 2022 showed that about 1% were Shona speakers.

Provincial variations showed that Western Cape, Gauteng and North West provinces recorded proportions

above the national average (2% and 1,6% respectively).
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2.9 Religious affiliation/belief

Table 2.10 below presents the percentage distribution of the population by religious affiliation/belief, Census
2022. The results show that the majority of the population reported Christianity (85,3%) as their chosen
affiliation/belief, followed by Traditional African religion (7,8%). On the other hand, 2,9% of the population
reported that they have no religious affiliation/belief. These proportions suggest that more than four in five
persons in the population believe in Christianity, while relatively close to one in ten persons practise Traditional
African religion. A high proportion of Christianity was also observed in all provinces in the country. The highest
proportion was observed in the Northern Cape (97,8%), followed by North West (95,5%) and Free State
(92,7%), while KwaZulu-Natal (74,9%) reported the lowest. The highest proportion of Traditional African
religion (13,6%), Hinduism (4,2%) and no religious affiliation/belief (3,4%) was reported in KwaZulu-Natal. The
Western Cape province reported the highest proportion of the population that are affiliated to Islam (5,2%) in
South Africa in 2022.

Table 2.10: Percentage distribution of population by religious affiliation/belief, Census 2022

Religious belief/

affiliation WC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP SA
Christianity 85,6 86,1 97,8 92,7 74,9 95,5 86,1 89,1 86,8 85,3
Islam 52 0,6 0,8 0,5 1,9 0,3 1,6 0,5 0,5 1,6
Traditional African 5,3 11,0 0,7 4,9 13,6 2,3 6,0 7,8 6,3 7,8
Hinduism 0,2 0,1 0,0 0,0 4,2 0,0 0,7 0,1 0,0 11
Buddhism 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0
Judaism 0,2 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,1
Atheism 0,3 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,2 0,0 0,0 0,1
Agnosticism 0,3 0,1 0,0 0,1 0,1 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,1
No religious

affiliation 2,0 13 0,3 13 3,4 1,2 4,1 1,8 51 2,9
Other 0,8 0,6 0,4 0,4 1,8 0,5 1,1 0,6 1,1 1,0
Total 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | 100,0

Note: Totals may not add up to 100 because of smaller figures that do not appear as a result of the one decimal place.

Figure 2.17 presents the percentage distribution of the population by population group and religious
affiliation/belief for Census 2022. The results indicate that more than four out of every five persons in the white,
black African and coloured population groups identify as Christian, while only a third of Indians/Asians identified
as Christians. Furthermore, the Indian/Asian population has the highest proportion of persons who followed

Islam and Hinduism than any other population group in the country.
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Figure 2.17: Percentage distribution of the population by population group and religious affiliation/
belief, Census 2022
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2.10 Conclusion

The population of South Africa increased from 40,5 million in 1996 to just over 62 million in 2022; an increase
of over 21,4 million people in 26 years. Black Africans remain consistently the dominant population group at a
proportion of more than 80%, followed by the coloured and white populations at 8,2% and 7,3% in 2022,
respectively. On the other hand, the Indian/Asian population comprised less than 3% of the population over
the years. The age-sex structure indicates some decline in the ages between 0 and 29 years when compared
to the 2011 distribution. The sex ratio in the country decreased from 98,8 in 2011 to 94,1 in 2022. Gauteng
reported the highest ratio at 101,8 in 2022, suggesting that there are more males than females in the province

compared to the other provinces.

Furthermore, the median age in the country was 28 years in 2022, showing an increase of three years from
25 years in 2011. It was highest in the Western Cape and lowest in Limpopo at 31 and 26 years, respectively.
The median age of the white population was 45 years while that of the black African population was 27 years
in 2022. The majority (62,2%) of the population has never been married, while 24% indicated that they are

legally married.
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3. MIGRATION

3.1 Introduction

Migration is the third component of demographic change in addition to fertility and mortality. Objective 1 of the
Global Compact for Migration (GCM) begins with a commitment to collect and utilise accurate and
disaggregated data as a basis for evidence-based policies. The importance of collecting migration data is
critical for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 17.18 which highlights the need for
the availability of timely and reliable data that are disaggregated by income, gender, age, race, ethnicity,
migratory status, disability, and other characteristics of national relevance. Additionally, the National

Development Plan 2030 (NDP) further emphasises the importance of developing a progressive migration

policy.

Census 2022 defined migration as “a change in a person’s permanent or usual place of residence”. The
migration module includes questions on citizenship, place of birth, country of birth, year moved to South Africa,

usual residence, place of usual residence, movement since 2011 and reasons for moving.

3.2 Interprovincial migration, Census 2011 to 2022

Intercensal migration analysis looks at migration flows between censuses (in this case between Censuses
2011 and 2022). Table 3.1 presents an analysis on place of residence in the previous census compared to the
current census. It is observed that the Western Cape, Northern Cape, North West, Gauteng and Mpumalanga
provinces showed positive net-migration. This means that more people migrated into these provinces than

migrated out. Limpopo recorded the largest negative net-migration, followed by Eastern Cape.
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Table 3.1: Distribution of population by province of usual residence and province of previous residence, Census 2011 and 2022
(F)’frovince Province of usual residence
previous In- Out- Net-
residence wWcC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP | migration | migration | migration Turn over
wcC 6 706 820 60 082 8916 3564 7 615 2 400 25 780 1825 2338 406 549 112 520 294 029 519 069
EC 124 225 | 6792242 2823 8 051 38 941 10 226 54 323 5153 3100 184 213 246 842 -62 629 431 055
NC 11 098 2751 | 1272160 3738 1046 5198 6576 897 978 44 376 32282 12 094 76 658
FS 12 823 7 457 5339 | 2778654 5 200 9879 36 289 3940 2594 73 643 83521 -9 878 157 164
KZN 25730 21091 1358 6337 | 11793136 3835 100 052 17 505 3342 169 183 179 250 -10 067 348 433
NW 8 344 4935 9249 6 478 2578 | 3522544 56 780 3184 7 439 146 262 98 987 47 275 245 249
GP 97 972 46 820 8 184 24183 53 810 58 128 | 13734733 42 394 64 486 795 330 395 977 399 353 1191 307
MP 8176 3922 1325 3956 9154 5796 70 811 4852 153 16 669 132 459 119 809 12 650 252 268
LP 7 540 3457 1510 2629 3495 14 424 161 877 20 342 6197 192 100 946 215274 | -114 328 316 220
gﬁts'de 110 641 33 698 5672 14 707 47 344 36 376 282 842 37219 50 411

Note: This table excludes cases where the province was unspecified, not applicable and do not know. Information only obtained from household questionnaire.

3.3

Lifetime migration

The guestion on “place of usual residence and place of birth” provide valuable insights into lifetime migration. Table 3.2 focuses on lifetime migration.

Gauteng (5 188 286) recorded the largest lifetime in-migration, followed by the Western Cape (2 043 626) while the Eastern Cape and Limpopo recorded

the largest out-migration. Among persons migrating into Gauteng, a high number of them indicated that they were born in Limpopo (1 378 304) and
outside South Africa (1 185 925). A high number of persons migrating from Eastern Cape indicated Western Cape (1 134 674) and Gauteng (495 494)

as their destination. Half of all international migrants (50,2%) were residing in Gauteng, followed by about 16% in the Western Cape province.
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Table 3.2: Distribution of the population by province of birth and province of usual residence, Census 2022

P0301.4

Note: This table excludes cases where the province was unspecified, not applicable and do not know. Information only obtained from household questionnaire.

Census 2022

Province of Province of usual residence

place of In- Out- Net-

birth wWcC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP | migration | migration migration | Turn over
WC 5163 398 115102 28 411 12 319 25617 7 634 98 519 9 309 6 326 2 043 626 303 237 1740 389 2 346 863
EC 1134 674 6 696 087 15 144 48 160 194 489 74 077 495 494 34 509 13 312 431 883 2 009 859 -1 577 976 2441 742
NC 76 481 16 285 1188 256 20 367 9 639 33074 64 947 6 806 5 050 152 158 232 649 -80 491 384 807
FS 60 247 24 351 21643 2 626 762 33 047 75 309 349 952 30991 13 084 278 406 608 624 -330 218 887 030
KZN 89 660 56 258 4 837 24 709 11 626 610 19 457 738 399 86 222 12 509 603 265 1032 051 -428 786 1635 316
NW 26 411 8 567 33 906 21574 12 321 3 086 960 375 556 18 863 24 034 647 671 521 232 126 439 1168 903
GP 241 313 86 385 19 849 67 767 129 530 187 502 9 513 562 171 217 146 988 5 188 286 1050 551 4137 735 6 238 837
MP 24 395 7 635 3061 10 986 27 604 29 011 501190 | 4434841 68 381 648 017 672 263 -24 246 1 320 280
LP 21591 6 489 3517 8 080 7722 87 141 1378 304 149 109 6 046 238 459 831 1661 953 -1202 122 2121784
Outside SA 368 854 110 811 21790 64 444 163 296 134 466 1185925 140 991 170 147
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34 Patterns of migration between Census 1996, 2001, 2011 and 2022

Migration between countries is driven largely by the quest for economic opportunities, political instability and
increasingly, environmental hazards. South Africa is one of the migration destinations on the African continent,

with a historically well-established migration stream.

Figure 3.1: Population born outside South Africa, Census 1996—-2022
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Figure 3.1 illustrates the distribution of the population born outside South Africa for Censuses 1996 to 2022.
The results over time show that there has been an increase in the number of the population born outside South
Africa.
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Figure 3.2: Distribution of population born outside South Africa by age and sex, Census 2011 and
2022
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Figure 3.2 presents the age and sex distribution of population born outside South Africa for Census 2011 and
2022. The results indicate that there were more male immigrants compared to females. Furthermore, the
prevalent ages of migrants were between ages 20 and 44 years, suggesting that young adults are more likely
to migrate than children and the elderly. In Census 2011, males aged 25-29 reported the highest number of
immigrants with 260 885, whilst in 2022 male immigrants aged 30-34 (235 297) numbered the highest.

Census 2022
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3.5 Sending countries

Southern Africa has a long history of intra-regional migration, dating back to the mid-nineteenth century. Migration was probably the single most important factor tying

together all of the various regional labour markets during the twentieth century (Crush et al, 2005). In the post-apartheid era, these entrenched patterns of migration

have undergone major restructuring, bringing a new migration stream into South Africa (Crush et al, 2005).

Figure 3.3: Top 20 sending countries to South Africa, Census 2011 and 2022

2011 2022
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Figure 3.3 presents the distribution of the top 20 sending countries to South Africa, Census 2011 and 2022.
The top five sending countries remained the same between the two censuses (Zimbabwe, Mozambique,
Lesotho, Malawi, and the United Kingdom). India also maintained the 2011 rank in 2022. Namibia, Eswatini,
Somalia, Portugal and Germany went down the rank in 2022. Countries that moved up the rank were: Ethiopia,
Nigeria, Congo, DRC, Bangladesh, Botswana, and Pakistan. China is the only country that moved out of the

top 20 sending countries in 2022. Whereas Ghana is the new entry into the top 20 sending countries in 2022.

3.6 Conclusion

There has been a slight increase in the population born outside South Africa when comparing Census 2011 to
Census 2022. The majority of immigrants are male and young adults aged 20—44. The results indicated that a
significant number of respondents reported their province of birth as their province of usual residence (non-
migration). Both international migrants and internal migrants indicated Gauteng as their preferred province of
usual residence. A high number of out-migration is reported in Eastern Cape, Limpopo and KwaZulu-Natal.
The top five sending countries to South Africa were Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lesotho, Malawi, and the United
Kingdom; these five countries also maintained their rank since 2011.
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4. EDUCATION

4.1 Introduction

The Freedom Charter in 1955 and the Bill of Rights in 1996 introduced education as a human right in South
Africa. Post-apartheid South Africa was challenged with the difficulty of integrating the previously marginalised
and oppressed majority of the population into a new education system. These required extensive reforms
through the Reconstruction and Development Programmes (RDP), especially targeting the education sector.
The country needed to develop an integrated system of education and training that provides equal
opportunities to all irrespective of race, sex, class, language, age, religion, geographical location, political or
other affiliations. In the long run, the system was expected to provide qualitative and quantitative improvements
in the outputs of the educational system following the extensive reforms that were made in school curricula,
education policies, norms and standards. Some of the policies introduced over time that have had impact on
enrolments and improvements in the outputs of the educational system especially for previously disadvantaged
population groups include; introduction of no-fee schools, school nutrition programmes, access to scholar
transport and the Integrated Early Childhood Development Policy. Through the early childhood care and
education sector laws, policies and programmes, government made a commitment to the universalisation of
the Reception Year (Grade R) and made it part of the foundation phase of primary education. Government
also moved the responsibility of the provision of the ECD programme from the Department of Social

Development to the Department of Basic Education in 2022.

The results track the progress in education to date including indicators on school attendance, education

attainment and field of education. Where possible, comparison is made across censuses 1996—-2022.

4.2 Attendance at an educational institution

Access to educational institutions is an important step to universal education, but the ultimate goal would be
to keep children at school until completion of their education. Considering the relatively high children and youth
population due to the demographic dividends of the country, concerted efforts have been made to expand the
education system through establishing more institutions, especially in the ECD sector, giving much-required
attention to remote and rural areas, introducing new and skill-based programmes in institutions and providing
funding such as the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) for disadvantaged learners planning to
undertake higher education. This section presents attendance and gender parity in education across provinces
and educational phases, which include ECD, primary, secondary and tertiary education.
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4.2.1 Education profile of learners aged 0-4 years

Table 4.1: Distribution of the population aged 0—4 years attending an ECD programme by province, Census 2022

34

P0301.4

Pre-school/
Créche/ nursery school/ Day mother/ Home/
educare Grade 00/ Grade gogo/ community
Province Number/ % centre 000/ Grade R childminder play group Other None Total
Western Cape N 250 555 34 163 56 797 49 892 3969 172 803 568 179
% 44,1 6,0 10,0 8,8 0,7 30,4 100,0
Eastern Cape N 241 868 64 024 58 035 30176 4 384 312 246 710732
% 34,0 9,0 8,2 4,3 0,6 43,9 100,0
Northern Cape N 34 924 4937 7 020 7691 586 72 313 127 472
% 27,4 3,9 55 6,0 0,5 56,7 100,0
Free State N 114 149 15 068 23 882 15 336 1510 88 830 258 774
% 44,1 5,8 9,2 59 0,6 34,3 100,0
KwazZulu-Natal N 344 121 87 001 130 335 66 595 8718 485 703 1122472
% 30,7 7,8 11,6 59 0,8 43,3 100,0
North West N 107 895 23874 29981 19575 1946 201 963 385 234
% 28,0 6,2 7.8 51 0,5 52,4 100,0
Gauteng N 506 114 88 190 136 427 82 706 9574 417 276 1 240 286
% 40,8 7,1 11,0 6,7 0,8 33,6 100,0
Mpumalanga N 168 658 36 657 58 224 38871 3609 227 387 533 407
% 31,6 6,9 10,9 7,3 0,7 42,6 100,0
Limpopo N 279 581 63 683 69 322 35881 5 658 286 477 740 602
% 37,8 8,6 9,4 4,8 0,8 38,7 100,0
South Africa N 2 047 865 417 598 570 023 346 722 39 954 2 264 998 5687 159
% 36,0 7,3 10,0 6,1 0,7 39,8 100,0
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Table 4.1 shows the distribution of children aged 0-4 years who were attending different types of Early
Childhood Development (ECD) programmes in Census 2022. Roughly two-fifths (39,8%) of South African
children aged 0—4 years were not attending any ECD programmes. More than half of children in Northern Cape
and North West were not attending any ECD facilities (56,7% and 52,4% respectively). Furthermore, non-
attendance of ECD programmes is also significant in Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and Mpumalanga as nearly
two out of five children residing in these provinces did not attend any such programmes. The lowest non-
attendance of ECD programmes were observed in Western Cape and Gauteng as three out of ten (30,4%)
children in Western Cape and almost one-third (33,6%) of children in Gauteng did not attend any ECD

programmes.

Overall in 2022, children aged 0-4 years mostly attended a creche/educare centre (36%). The largest
percentage of children attending these facilities were residents of Western Cape, Free State and Gauteng
(44,1%, 44,1% and 40,8% respectively). Children in North West were less likely to attend creche/educare
centres (28%). Attendance of pre-school/nursery school/Grade 00/Grade 000/Grade R among 0—-4-year-olds
was 7,3% nationally. Limpopo and Eastern Cape showed the highest percentage of attendance of these
facilities (8,6% and 9% respectively). Approximately one out of ten (10%) children spent the day with a day
mother/gogo/childminder while around 6% were cared for at a home/community playgroup. Close to 12% of
children in KwaZulu-Natal were cared for by day mothers/gogos/childminders. Conversely, close to 9% of

children in Western Cape were participating in home/community playgrounds.
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Table 4.2: Distribution of the population attending an ECD programme by population group and sex, Census 2022
Attendance at ECD Black/African Coloured Indian/Asian White Other Total
institution/sex N % N % N % N % N % N %
Créche/educare centre 1837 394 60,7 | 126997 55,2 15 366 44,6 61 957 50,9 6151 54 | 2047 865 59,8
Pre-school/nursery school/
Grade 00/Grade 000/ Grade R 350 340 11,6 18 750 8,2 7 065 20,5 39 610 32,5 1834 16,1 417 598 12,2
Day mother/gogo/childminder 512 614 16,9 38 506 16,7 6 767 19,6 10 277 8,4 1858 16,3 570 022 16,7
Home/community playgroup 289 944 9,6 42 599 18,5 4 458 12,9 8 314 6,8 1407 12,3 346 722 10,1
Other 34 302 1,1 3071 1,3 804 2,3 1624 1,3 152 1,3 39 954 1,2
Total 3024593 100 | 229924 100 34 460 100 | 121782 100 | 11401 100 | 3422160 100
Male 1503 732 49,7 | 115507 50,2 17 218 50 63 054 51,8 5743 50,4 | 1705254 49,8
Female 1520 861 50,3 | 114417 49,8 17 242 50 58 728 48,2 5658 49,6 | 1716906 50,2
Total 3024593 | 100,0| 229924 | 100,0 34460 | 100,0| 121782 | 100,0 | 11401 | 100,0| 3422160 | 100,0

Table 4.2 presents the percentage of children aged 0—4 years attending ECD programmes by population group and sex. In South Africa, 3,4 million children aged

0—4 years attended ECD programmes in 2022, of which 2,5 million attended a créche/educare centre or pre-school/nursery school/Grade 00/Grade 000/Grade R.

About 570 000 children had parents who preferred that they stay with day mothers/gogos/childminders. The majority of children attending ECD programmes were

attending a créche/educare centre (59,8%) while 12,2% attended pre-school/nursery school/Grade 00/Grade 000/Grade R. Close to 27,0% of children stayed either

with day mothers/gogos/childminders or participated in home/community playgroups. While more than 3 million black African children attended ECD programmes,

seven out of ten (72,3%) attended ECD facilities, with 60,7% attending a créche/educare centre and 11,6% attending pre-school/nursery school/Grade 00/Grade
000/Grade R. By contrast, among white children 83,4% attended ECD facilities with one-third (32,5%) attending pre-school/nursery school/Grade 00/Grade 000/Grade

R and the rest attending a créche/educare centre (50,9%). Close to 17,0% of black African children stayed with day mothers/gogos/childminders. The use of day

mothers/gogos/childminders for childcare was also high among Indians/Asians (19,6%). Among coloured children, close to 19,0% participated in home/community

playgroups. Results showed that there were slight differences between sexes.
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4.2.2 General attendance of educational institutions by individuals aged 5-24

Table 4.3: Distribution of population aged 5-24 by school attendance, age and sex, Census 2022

Attendance of educational institutions and sex Attendance of educational institutions and sex
N %
e Attending Not attending Attending Not attending
Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total

5 436 009 432 742 868 752 37 240 34 596 71 836 50,2 49,8 100,0 51,8 48,2 100,0
6 475 030 473 196 948 226 26 006 24 357 50 363 50,1 49,9 100,0 51,6 48,4 100,0
7 496 350 494 014 990 365 22 849 21926 44 775 50,1 49,9 100,0 51,0 49,0 100,0
8 491 349 491 232 982 581 21533 20 589 42 122 50,0 50,0 100,0 51,1 48,9 100,0
9 499 293 501 083 1 000 376 21 837 20 270 42 106 49,9 50,1 100,0 51,9 48,1 100,0
10 500 330 496 051 996 380 22 803 21196 43 998 50,2 49,8 100,0 51,8 48,2 100,0
11 520 457 513 921 1034 378 24 684 22 616 47 300 50,3 49,7 100,0 52,2 47,8 100,0
12 506 064 506 736 1012 801 25615 23184 48 799 50,0 50,0 100,0 52,5 47,5 100,0
13 513 491 517 765 1031 256 28 328 25 856 54 184 49,8 50,2 100,0 52,3 47,7 100,0
14 496 287 493 788 990 075 30 207 27 721 57 928 50,1 49,9 100,0 52,1 47,9 100,0
15 490 764 492 805 983 569 37 217 33 824 71041 49,9 50,1 100,0 52,4 47,6 100,0
16 462 940 453 697 916 637 50 184 45 272 95 456 50,5 49,5 100,0 52,6 47,4 100,0
17 377 358 335 323 712 680 81573 89 472 171 045 52,9 47,1 100,0 47,7 52,3 100,0
18 264 933 220 984 485 917 151 171 174 797 325 968 54,5 455 100,0 46,4 53,6 100,0
19 191 865 171 760 363 625 205 829 217 260 423 089 52,8 47,2 100,0 48,6 51,4 100,0
20 171 858 167 029 338 887 294 288 281 656 575 944 50,7 49,3 100,0 51,1 48,9 100,0
21 147 651 157 942 305 593 367 600 341 118 708 718 48,3 51,7 100,0 51,9 48,1 100,0
22 106 558 122 774 229 333 390 869 367 894 758 763 46,5 53,5 100,0 51,5 48,5 100,0
23 83 009 97 587 180 596 402 937 388 369 791 306 46,0 54,0 100,0 50,9 49,1 100,0
24 71 152 85 389 156 540 424 036 416 548 840 584 455 54,5 100,0 50,4 49,6 100,0
Total | 7302748 | 7225818 | 14528566 | 2 666 806 2598 518 5 265 324 50,3 49,7 100,0 50,6 49,4 100,0

Note: Only includes population aged 5-24.

Table 4.3 presents school attendance by age and sex of the population aged 5-24 years. Approximately 14,5 million individuals aged 5—-24 years attended school in

2022; 50,3% were males and 49,7% females. The table shows a rising number in school attendance among children, with attendance peaking among 11-13-year-

olds. Furthermore, attendance was almost consistently evenly distributed by gender except among 17-20-year-olds, where fewer females were likely to attend.

However, more females compared to males attended school among the 21-24-year-olds.
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Figure 4.1: Percentage distribution of population aged 5-24 years attending an educational institution, Census 1996-2022
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The period between 1996 to 2001 showed a large increase in the percentage of young children under the age of compulsory education participating in education

(23,1 percentage points among 5-year-olds and 21,2 percentage points among 6-year-olds). However, it is the decade between 2001 and 2011 that showed an

unprecedented increase in participation among 5-year-olds with a rise of 35,5 percentage points in participation from 45,6% to 81,1%. Furthermore, nearly nine out of

ten (92,4%) children of this age were attending educational institutions 