
Statement on the Cabinet Meeting of Wednesday, 18 August 2021

1. CABINET DECISIONS

 Update on Coronavirus 
(COVID-19)
 ● Cabinet received an updated 

report from the National 
Coronavirus Command Council 
(NCCC). 

 ● The NCCC tabled a number of 
recommendations pertaining 
to the enhanced risk adjusted 
Alert Level 3 of the national 
lockdown. 

 ● The recommendations 
are based on submissions 
made by various sectors 
and deliberations by the 
National Joint Operational and 
Intelligence Structure.  

 ● However, Cabinet decided 
to defer approval of the 
recommendations pending 
a full health assessment 
report from the Ministerial 
Health Advisory Committee 
on COVID-19. The NCCC is 
expected to receive the full 
presentation by early next 
week.  

Cabinet once again appeal 
to and urge all South 

Africans to adhere and 
voluntarily comply with 
measures put in place 

to combat the spread of 
COVID-19. The measures 

include:

 National Petroleum Company
 ● Cabinet was briefed on the 

ongoing work to rationalize 
all petroleum (oil and gas) 
subsidiaries of the state owned 
diversified energy company, 
Central Energy Fund. 

 ● The rationalization will result 
in three subsidiaries (PetroSA, 
Strategic Fuel Fund and 
iGas) merged into one single 
National Petroleum Company.  

This gives effect to the 
announcement made 

by President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in his State 
of the Nation Address 
on 13 February 2020, to 

repurpose and rationalize 
a number of state-owned 

enterprises to support 
growth and development. 

 ● Cabinet approved the 
proposed appointment of a 
professional restructuring 
company that specializes in 
mergers to investigate the 
most viable model of this 
single National Petroleum 
Company. 

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 
Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System
 ● Cabinet approved the GBV 

Policy Framework in Post-
School Education and Training 
System.  

The policy framework 
seeks to respond to the 

increased number of 
GBV-related cases at 
institutions of higher 

learning.  

 ● The policy framework provides 
guidance on structures, 
mechanisms and processes 
that institutions of higher 
learning must put in place to 
prevent incidents of GBV in 
their campuses. In addition 
to providing oversight 
structures, it also compels 
such institutions to create 
awareness on their GBV 
policies. 

 Feasibility Study Report on 
the Resistance and Liberation 
Movement Museum (RLMM)
 ● Cabinet approved the 

Feasibility Study Report on the 
establishment of the RLMM. 
The museum will contribute 
towards conserving the history 
of the resistance and liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 ● The study, which Cabinet 
approved in 2015, was 

commissioned within the 
context of the Resistance 
and Liberation Heritage 
Route (RLHR) Project. The 
RLHR contributes towards 
the development and 
transformation of the South 
African heritage landscape. 

Once completed, the 
museum will conserve 

a series of heritage 
elements (tangible and 
intangible) and provide 

common narrative, 
memory and experiences 
relating to the liberation 
struggle in South Africa.

 National Khoi and San Heritage 
Route
 ● Cabinet approved the 

implementation of the National 
Khoi and San Heritage Route, 
which is a national legacy 
project. The route will identify, 
highlight, conserve and 
promote the heritage of the:

This project contributes 
towards the 

acknowledgement of 
the previously neglected 
and marginalized South 

African history.

 ● It also gives effect to the 
Traditional and Khoi-San 
Leadership Act, 2019 (Act 3 of 
2019), which legislate for the 
recognition of the Khoi and San 
traditional leaders.

  Designs of 2021 and 2022 
commemorative coins
 ● Cabinet approved the 

designs of the 2021 and 2022 
commemorative circulation 
coins which are issued by the 
South African Reserve Bank 
(SARB) and the South African 
Mint Company. 

 ● The R5 commemorative 
circulation coin and the R5 
sterling-silver, gold plated 
collectors’ coin will be issued 
in 2021 to celebrate the 
Centenary of the SARB. The 
fourth Decimal Coin Series 
of South Africa, which will be 
issued in 2022 will consist of 
10 cent, 20 cent, 50 cent, R1, 
R2 and R5 coin.   
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Cabinet held its scheduled virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 10 June 2020

2. BILLS

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)

On 31 December 2019, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported a cluster of pneumonia cases in 
Wuhan City, China. ‘Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus 2’ (SARS-CoV-2) was confirmed 
as the causative agent of what we now know as ‘Coronavirus Disease 2019’ (COVID-19). Since then, 
the virus has spread to more than 100 countries, including South Africa.

COVID-19 is an infectious disease that is spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

Infection:

An infected person can spread the virus to a healthy person through:
 the eye, nose and mouth or through droplets produced on coughing or sneezing.
 close contact with an infected person.
 contact with contaminated surfaces, objects or personal items.

Symptoms:

The general symptoms include:
 Fever 
 Cough 
 Trouble/difficulty with breathing
 Sore throat.

Prevention:

To prevent the spread of the virus:
 Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. Use an alcohol-based hand 

sanitizer if you cannot wash your hands with water.
 Keep a safe social distance by avoiding crowded areas or gatherings of more than 10 people.
 Avoid close contact with people who are not feeling well.
 Avoid touching your mouth, eyes and nose.
 Keep at least a metre distance between yourself and anyone who is coughing or sneezing.
 Use tissue paper when coughing and sneezing, then throw it in a bin.
 Avoid running your hands on frequently touched surfaces such as hand rails.
 Regularly disinfect your frequently touched objects such as cellphone, cards, car keys and 

keyboards.
 Consult your doctor if not feeling well and stay at home to recover fully.
 Use the flexed elbow, foot bump or wave to greet instead of a handshake. 
 Wear a face mask, especially the cloth face mask, when in public.

Ignore Fake News and obtain official information from: 
call the 24-hour 
toll-free hotline: 

0800 029 999

send the message 
“Hi” to 

0600 123 456 for 
WhatsApp support 

ororwww.gov.za or 
www.sacoronavirus.co.za 

 Financial Sector Laws 
Amendment Bill of 2020
 ● Cabinet approved the 

submission of the Financial 
Sector Laws Amendment Bill 
of 2020 to Parliament. The 
Bill proposes to designate 
the SARB as the Resolution 
Authority, and enhances 

the SARB’s regulatory tools 
for discharging its statutory 
mandate of ensuring stability of 
the financial system.

 ● The Bill proposes a new 
framework to resolve financial 
institutions, primarily banks, 
when they enter a period of 
financial distress.  

It also introduces South Africa’s 
first comprehensive deposit 
insurance scheme that will 
ensure that depositors are paid 
their funds when a bank fails. 

 ● Such a scheme will protect 
the vulnerable depositors and 
ensure minimal disruptions 
to the financial system and 

broader economy when such 
institutions enter into financial 
distress. 
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Cabinet held its virtual Meeting on Wednesday, 24 June 2020

 South African Airways (SAA)  
Business Rescue Plan

• Cabinet received a progress re-
port on the SAA business rescue 
process from the Inter-Ministerial 
Committee (IMC) on the SAA, 
chaired by Public Enterprises 
Minister Pravin Gordhan.

• Cabinet maintains that a positive 
vote from creditors to finalise the 
business rescue process is still 
the most viable and expeditious 
option for the national carrier 
to restructure its affairs, which 
include its business, its debt and 
other liabilities. 

• Cabinet believes a restructured 
airline will pursue the transfor-
mational agenda such as the lack 
of opportunities for the advance-
ment of black pilots, after 26 years 
into our democracy.  

• It supports the proposal for a new 
airline and the concerted efforts 
to mobilise funding from various 
sources, including from potential 
equity partners for the uptake of 
the new airline. 

This is the only 
realistic pathway 
for a new viable, 

sustainable, 
competitive airline 

that can provide 
integrated domestic, 

regional and 
international services.

 Economy
• Cabinet welcomes the 2020/21 

supplementary adjustments bud-
get delivered by Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni on Wednesday, 24 
June 2020. This was necessitat-
ed by the Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic and the 
resultant economic downturn. 

The Supplementary 
Budget sets out a 

roadmap to stabilize 
debt by improving 

our spending 
patterns and creating 

a foundation for 
economic revival.

• Cabinet is optimistic that the 
commitments announced by 
Minister Mboweni will put our 
economy firmly on a solid and 
sustainable path, particularly if 
everyone joins government in 
implementing them.

 Update on COVID-19
• Cabinet received a progress 

report from the National  
Coronavirus Command Council. 
As part of responding to the 
enhanced risk adjusted Lev-
el 3 of the national lockdown, 
amendments to the regulations, 
in terms of the Disaster  
Management Act, 2002 (Act 57 
of 2002), were presented. 

• Whilst Cabinet appreciated the 
extensive work still being done 
to maintain a balance between 
sustaining livelihoods and saving 
lives, it approved the gazetting of 
the amendments relating to the 
opening of restaurants, hotels 
and casinos.

Cabinet reiterates 
the call to all of us 
to work together 

to stop the spread 
of infections within 

our communities 
by observing the 
health protocols 
such as regularly 
washing hands, 

social distancing and 
wearing a mask when 

in public.

 Gender-Based Violence (GBV) 

Cabinet is extremely 
concerned about the 
spike in GBV cases 
across the country. 

Following the recent 
spate of murders of 

women and children, 
it has called on all 

people in South 
Africa to unite and 
work together to 

stop this carnage. 

• Cabinet commends law-enforce-
ment agencies for their swift 
action in arresting some of the 
suspects and has urged the agen-
cies to continue working tirelessly 
to arrest all those involved in 
these gruesome murders.

• Cabinet is unwavering in its 
commitment to fully implement 
a range of interventions devel-
oped from the National Strategic 
Plan on GBV and Femicide. The 
IMC chaired by Minister in The 
Presidency for Women, Youth and 
Persons with Disabilities, Ms Mai-
te Nkoana-Mashabane, continues 

to drive the multidisciplinary gov-
ernment interventions. However, 
the most effective intervention 
requires all South Africans to play 
their part in ending the culture of 
violence against the most vulner-
able members of society. 

 Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium of 
South Africa (SIDSSA)

• Cabinet welcomes the inaugural 
SIDSSA held virtually this week, 
under the theme: “Investing in in-
frastructure for shared prosperity: 
now, next and beyond”.  

SIDSSA is a platform 
that brings together 
critical role-players 
in the infrastructure 
investment space, 

who are galvanised 
around a key goal 
of accelerating an 
infrastructure-led 

economic recovery 
plan. Infrastructure 

intervention remains 
a catalyst to South 
Africa’s economic 
recovery package.

• Through this process, a total of 
276 projects have already been 
evaluated.  These form catalytic 
infrastructure investment projects 
with a multiplier effect in creating 
employment opportunities and 
boosting the economy.  

• Eighty-eight of these projects are 
investment-ready and include 
industries with proven superi-
or multiplier effects in energy; 
water; transport; information 
and communication technology 
infrastructure; human settlements; 
agriculture and agro processing.

• These projects will be funded 
mainly from either of the three 
streams –commercial, blended 
financing and fiscal allocations. 
As part of the economic recov-
ery package, the country’s spirit 
of public-private collaboration 
continues to focus on addressing 
spatial disparities, transform-
ing the economy and creating 
much-needed jobs.
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ISSUES IN THE ENVIRONMENT

	 Coronavirus Disease 
(COVID-19) Social Relief 
of Distress (SRD) Grant

●	 Cabinet	is	conscious	of	the	
hardships	caused	by	the	
COVID-19	pandemic	and	
the	recent	public	violence	in	
some	parts	of	KwaZulu-Natal	
and	Gauteng.	

●	 In	this	regard,	it	remind-
ed	South	Africans	that	
applications	for	the	country’s	
COVID-19	SRD	Grant	to	
support	people	who	have	no	
income	opened	on	Friday,	6	
August	2021.	

●	 The	South	African	Social	
Security	Agency	(SASSA)	has	
opened	new	channels	where	
applications	can	be	submitted	
via	the	govchat.app	and	
Facebook	Messenger,	in	ad-
dition	to	its	website:	https://
srd.sassa.gov.za	or	through	
WhatsApp	on	082	046	8553.

People between the ages 
of 18 and 60 who have no 
financial support of any 
kind should apply. The 
R350 per month grant is 
an important safety net 
for families who would 
otherwise be devastated 
by the scourge of pover-
ty and unemployment.

	 Energy 
●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	

gazetting	this	week	of	the	
regulations	that	increase	the	
threshold	for	embedded	gen-
eration	from	the	current	one	
megawatt	(MW)	to	100	MW.

●	 	In	June	2021,	President	Cyril	
Ramaphosa	announced	the	

amendment	of	Schedule	2	
of	the	Electricity	Regulation	
Act,	2006	(Act	4	of	2006)	to	
increase	the	National	Energy	
Regulator	of	South	Africa’s	
licensing	threshold	for	em-
bedded	generation	projects	
to	allow	for	more	private	
generation	of	electricity.

Companies in energy- 
intensive sectors will now 
be able to generate their 
own electricity without 
the need for a licence. 

●	 The	new	generation	capacity	
will	increase	energy	security	
by	reducing	reliance	on	the	
power	grid	and	unlocking	
significant	private	sector	
investment.	

	 Economic Recovery 
Support Package

●	 Cabinet	called	on	all	eligible	
businesses	affected	by	the	
recent	civil	unrest	in	KwaZu-
lu-Natal	and	Gauteng	to	apply	
for	industrial	loan	support	at	
zero-percent	interest,	under	
the	R3.75-billion	Economic	
Recovery	Support	Package	
offered	by	government.		

●	 The	Department	of	Trade,	
Industry	and	Competition	(the	
dtic)	and	its	development	fi-
nance	institutions	–	the	Indus-
trial	Development	Corporation	
and	National	Empowerment	
Fund,	have	put	together	a	
funding	package	to	support	
various	business	recovery	
interventions.	

●	 This	includes	the	rebuilding	of	
infrastructure,	equipment,		

fittings	for	premises,	stock	
and	working	capital.	The	
funding	will	help	to	alleviate	
the	socio-economic	challeng-
es	facing	businesses	affected	
by	the	unrest.	

●	 Cabinet	also	welcomed	and	
endorse	the	announcement	
by	JP	Morgan		to	provide		
financial	and	non-financial	
support		to	the	tune	of	R340	
million	through	the		Abadali		
Equity	Equivalent	Investment	
Programme	(EEIP).		

●	 The	programme	consists	
of	Abadali	Fund	–	a	Black	
Business	Growth	Fund	and	
Abadali	Grant	(R40	million).			

●	 These	initiatives	will	support	
inclusive	economic	growth	
and	job	creation	within	the	
small	and	medium-sized	
businesses,	particularly	in	
the	manufacturing	and	green	
economy	sectors.	

	 Name change
●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	

renaming	of	Brandfort	in	the	
Free	State	to	Winnie	Mandela,	
in	honour	of	the	Struggle	
and	liberation	icon	who	was	
banished	to	the	town	during	
the	height	of	apartheid.

	 Marikana  
commemoration 

●	 Cabinet	joined	the	rest	of	
the	country	in	remembering	

the	tragedy	that	took	place	
at	Marikana	in	North	West	in	
August	2012,	and	recognises	
the	anguish	of	workers,	their	
families	and	the	nation	at	
large.	

●	 As	a	nation	we	remain	reso-
lute	that	such	a	tragedy	must	
never	happen	again.

●	 Great	progress	has	been	
made	by	the	South	African	
Police	Service	(SAPS)	to	
implement	the	recommenda-
tions	of	the	Farlam	Commis-
sion	of	Inquiry.	Some	of	which	
will	be	fully	implemented	
once	the	relevant	SAPS	
legislation	has	been	amended	
in	Parliament.	

●	 Work	to	improve	the	lives	of	
miners	continues.	The	build-
ing	of	human	settlements	and	
rehabilitation	of	infrastructure	
in	the	area	continues,	in	
partnership	with	the	private	
sector.	

●	 Cabinet	was	also	pleased	
with	great	progress	that	has	
been	made	regarding	the	
reparation	of	the	victims	of	
the	tragedy	and	their	relatives.

●  The	Office	of	the	Solici-
tor-General	has	processed	a	
majority	of	the	claims,	with	
the	last	payment	done	in	June	
2021.	The	outstanding	claims	
await	the	submission	of	all	the	
relevant	documentation.		

●	 Cabinet	urges	the	legal	

teams	of	the	victims	to	work	
expeditiously	to	finalise	the	
remaining	claims.	The	Office	
of	the	State	Attorney	is	the	
central	structure	that	is	pro-
cessing	these	claims.		

	 Southern African  
Development Commu-
nity (SADC) Summit 

●	 President	Ramaphosa	led	
South	Africa’s	participation	at	
the	41st	Ordinary	Summit	of	
Heads	of	State	and	Govern-
ment	held	on	17	and	18	Au-
gust	2021	in	Lilongwe,	Malawi	
under	the	theme:	“Bolstering	
Productive	Capacities	in	
the	Face	of	the	COVID-19	
Pandemic	for	Inclusive,	
Sustainable,	Economic	and	
Industrial	Transformation”.

●	 The	summit	took	stock	of	
progress	made	in	promoting	
and	deepening	regional	inte-
gration	in	line	with	the	SADC	
Regional	Indicative	Strategic	
Development	Plan	2020-2030.

●	 Cabinet	affirmed	South	
Africa’s	commitment	to	the	
region’s	integration	and	
industrialisation,	particularly	to	
aid	SADC’s	recovery	from	the	
COVID-19	pandemic.	Working	
together,	the	southern	African	
region	will	emerge	stronger	
as	we	mobilise	our	industrial	
sectors	towards	rebuilding	
our	economies.
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	 National Coronavirus 
Command Council 
(NCCC)

●	 Cabinet	received	the	report	
from	the	NCCC	indicating	
that	over	nine	million	vac-
cines	have	been	administered	
in	South	Africa	to	date,	with	
over	seven	million	people	
partially	vaccinated	and	over	
four	million	fully	vaccinated.	

●	 Cabinet	welcomed	the	
vaccination	roll-out	plan	
to	increase	the	uptake	of	
vaccines,	particularly	in	
provinces	that	had	shown	
a	reduction	in	the	uptake	of	
vaccines.	

As part of increasing 
the vaccination roll-out 
programme, Cabinet ap-
proved the vaccination of 
persons aged between 
18 years and 35 years 
from 20 August 2021.

●	 Scientific	evidence	confirms	
that	vaccinated	people	stand	
a	better	chance	of	surviving	
from	COVID-19	than	unvac-
cinated	people.	Therefore,	we	
must	all	dispel	the	unfounded	
and	misleading	conspiracy	
theories	about	the	vaccines	
and	choose	life	by	vaccinat-
ing.	

●	 Cabinet	further	approved	the	
keeping	of	the	country	under	
the	Risk-Adjusted	Alert	Level	
3	of	the	national	lockdown,	
as	advised	by	the	Ministerial	
Advisory	Committee.	

Cabinet encourages all 
unvaccinated people 
in South Africa to get 
vaccinated because 

vaccines protect us from 
getting seriously ill from 
COVID-19 and they save 

lives. 

●	 Getting	vaccinated	is	easy;	
simply	visit	your	nearest	vac-

cination	site	with	your	identity	
document	to	be	registered	
and	vaccinated.	You	can	find	
your	closest	site	from	the	

more	than	3	000	vaccination	
sites	across	the	country	at:	
www.sacoronavirus.co.za/
active-vaccination-sites.

Cabinet Statement

UPCOMING 
EVENT
	 World Expo 2020
●	 South	Africa	will	

participate	at	the	
upcoming	World	
Expo	2020.	Cabinet	
approved	the	partic-
ipation	in	December	
2019.	The	event	was	subsequently	postponed	due	to	COVID-19.	It	will	
be	held	as	a	hybrid	of	virtual	and	on-site	exhibitions	in	Dubai,	United	
Arab	Emirates	from	1	October	to	31	March	2022.	

●	 The	multinational	event,	which	is	held	every	five	years	in	different	
countries,	provides	a	large	and	attractive	market	to	showcase	South	
African	goods	and	services	to	a	global	audience.	The	dtic	will	next	
week	hold	a	full	media	briefing	to	unpack	South	Africa’s	participation	
at	the	World	Expo	2020.

	 Congratulations
Cabinet	extended	its	congratulations	and	
well-wishes	to:	
●	 the 109 firefighters and management 

officials	deployed	by	the	Department	of	
Forestry,	Fisheries	and	the	Environment’s	
Working	on	Fire	Programme	to	assist	with	
firefighting	efforts	in	the	province	of	Manitoba	
in	Canada.

●	 Ms Tatjana Schoenmaker,	for	winning		
silver	and	gold	medals	in	swimming	and		
Ms Bianca Buitendag,	for	winning	a	silver	
medal	in	surfing,	at	the	recent	Olympic	
Games	in	Tokyo,	Japan.	They	flew	the	South	
African	flag	high.

●	 Mr Brad Binder,	the	motorcycle	racer,	for	
flying	the	South	African	flag	high	by	winning	
the	2021	MotoGP	Austrian	Grand	Prix.

	 Condolences 
Cabinet	expressed	condolences	to	the	family	and	
friends	of:	
●	 Mr Dan Sechaba Montsitsi	(67),	one	of	the	

leaders	in	the	16	June	1976	Soweto	Uprising,	
who	tirelessly	fought	for	freedom	and	
democracy,	and	also	served	as	a	Member	of	
Parliament.

●	 Dr Johan van Zyl (63),	the	Executive	
Chairperson	of	Toyota	South	Africa	Motors,	
remembered	for	his	leadership	and	success	
of	the	company	and	Toyota	Motor	Europe.

Enquiries: 

Ms Phumla Williams 

Cabinet Spokesperson 
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