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PAST AND UPCOMING EVENTS

UPDATES TO CABINET
	 Provision of clean water to Hammanskraal 
●	 Cabinet received an update on the ongoing interven-

tions to ensure the provision of clean drinking water to 
the community of Hammanskraal.

●	 The Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) 
appointed Magalies Water in 2023 to construct a 
Package Plant to address water supply challenges in 
the Hammanskraal area. 

●	 The Package Plant is being constructed in four mod-
ules and the first module was completed in November 

2024, and started supplying water in some areas. 
●	 The plan is to complete the remaining modules by end 

of August 2025 but with varying completion dates 
before then. 

	 Interventions to address water challenges 
in the Emfuleni Local Municipality 

●	 Cabinet received a progress report on the implemen-
tation of Section 63 of the Water Services Act, 1997 
(Act 108 of 1997) intervention in the Emfuleni Local 

Municipality. There have been problems of sewage 
pillages into communities in Emfuleni for a very long 
time. 

●	 The DWS plans to spend over R7 billlion in the next 
seven years to address the Emfuleni water challenges, 
including the upgrading and refurbishment of existing 
wastewater treatment works. 

●	 Susbtantial progress has been made to date, including 
unblocking of blocked sewer lines, replacement of 
collapsed sewer pipelines, refurbishment of pump-

stations and assisting the munipality with vehicles, 
trucks, TLBs and security for its water and sanitation 
infrastructure. 

●	 This work has resulted in major reduction in sewer 
spillage in communities of Emfuleni as well as an im-
provement in the levels of effluent from the wastewa-
ter treatment works.  
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	 Hosting of the 27th International Criminal Police Organi-
sation (INTERPOL) African Reginal Conference 

●	 Cabinet approved for the SAPS to host the 27th INTERPOL African 
Regional Conference from 27 to 29 August 2025. 

●	 INTERPOL currently has 196 member states and hosting the African 
Regional Conference will assist South Africa to build closer working 
relationships with other law-enforcement agencies on the continent.

●	 Hosting this conference give South Africa an opportunity to engage 
with countries on the African continent on critical issues involving 
crime.

●	 These engagements have a potential to produce an agreement on 
a regional response to increasing threats of transnational organised 
crime and terrorism. 

●	 Approximately 550 law enforcement senior officials from 54 
countries are expected to attend the event and this will contribute 
economic activity.

	 Hosting of the 96th INTERPOL Annual General Assembly 
(AGA) in South Africa

●	 Cabinet approved the hosting of the INTERPOL AGA in South Africa 
in 2028 and onwards.

●	 Hosting this INTERPOL AGA presents South Africa with an oppor-
tunity to assert its leadership both regionally and internationally. 
Furthermore, hosting the AGA will be a significant step towards 
reinforcing South Africa’s commitment to regional and international 
cooperation in the fight against crime. 

●	 The hosting of the AGA is testimony to the country’s commitment to 
being a responsible global nation committed to fighting all forms of 
crime. 

	 State of readiness for the Sustainable Infrastructure 
Development Symposium South Africa (SIDSSA) 2025  

●	 Cabinet was apprised about the state of readiness for the convening 
of the SIDSSA, an infrastructure investment summit that brings to-
gether a broad spectrum of stakeholders, including investors financial 
institutions, policymakers and other critical partners to drive South 
Africa’s infrastructure investment. 

●	 The SIDSSA 2025 will showcase progress made in the implemen-
tation of the Cabinet-approved National Infrastructure Plan 2050, 
announce top 12 Infrastructure Priority Projects and a range of other 
strategic infrastructure projects. The SIDSSA will take place from 25 
to 27 May 2025.

HOSTED CONFERENCES
	 Africa Rail Conference
●	 South Africa successfully hosted the 25th Africa Rail Conference 

in Johannesburg on 13 and 14 May 2025, which brought together 
more than 5 000 delegates from across the continent, including rail 
operators, governments and investors in the sector.

●	 Cabinet welcomed the engagements on uplifting the continent’s rail 
sector, which is at the heart of efficient and sustainable transpor-
tation for both people and goods, as well as stimulating economic 
growth by enabling the movement of raw materials and products.

●	 South Africa’s rail sector is undergoing transformation through 
reforms aimed at increasing efficiency and competitiveness.

	 Commonwealth Regional Conference of Heads of  
Anti-Corruption Authorities

●	 South Africa successfully hosted the 15th Commonwealth Regional 
Conference of Heads of Anti-Corruption Authorities in Cape Town 
between 5 and 9 May 2025. The conference brought together heads 
of anti-corruption agencies from across African Commonwealth 
countries.

●	 South Africa was elected to chair the Association of Heads of An-
ti-Corruption Agencies in Commonwealth Africa for the 2025-2026 
term. The country’s chairpersonship intertwines with its position as 
chairperson of the G20 corruption working group.

COMMEMORATIONS
	 Africa Month
●	 South Africa has joined the rest of the continent in celebrating Africa 

Month in May 2025, with special emphasis on Africa Day on 25 May 
2025. This provides an opportunity to promote the ideal of a united 
Africa and encourage African countries to work together to improve 
the lives of our people in line with the ideals of the AU Agenda 2063 
on the economic prosperity of the African continent.

	 Child Protection Month
●	 South Africa marks Child Protection Month in May under the theme: 

“Working together in ending violence against children” as part of the 
country’s ongoing 365 Days Child Protection Programme of Action. 
The month will culminate in Child Protection Week from 29 May to 5 
June 2025.

●	 All community members, parents, guardians and teachers are urged 
to report all forms of abuse, violence and brutality against children 
to their local police station or call 08600 10111. Children are also 
encouraged to contact Childline on 0800 055 555.

	 International Day of the Boy Child
●	 South Africa will mark International Day of the Boy Child on 16 May 

2025 under the theme: “Boys’ Health and Wellbeing” highlighting the 
physical, emotional, mental and social dimensions of boys’ develop-
ment.

●	 The Department of Basic Education will bring together three gener-
ations of males to create meaningful dialogue under the theme: “The 
Legends, The Youngins and The Boys” to discuss concrete strategies 
to support boys’ well-being while also mobilising resources for sus-
tained interventions.

MESSAGES 
	 Condolences
Cabinet expressed condolences to the 
friends and family of:
●	 constables Cebekhulu Linda (24), Boipe-

lo Senoge (24) and Keamogetswe Buys 
(30) who tragically lost their lives in the 
Hennops River. Their bodies were recov-
ered along with that of Mr Jan Mzwane, 
a groundsman stationed at the Lyttleton 
Police Station and a person who is yet to 
be identified. We also extend condolences 
to the family and family of Mr Mzwane.

●	 journalist Aserie Ndlovu and his partner, 
Zodwa Mdhluli, who have been found 
following an extensive search since Febru-
ary. 

●	 nine people who died in Empangeni, 
KwaZulu-Natal following a crash between 
a truck and a passenger van, and wished 
a speedy recovery to those injured.

●	 Mr Elona Sombulula, a young District 
Court Prosecutor, based at the Ngcobo 
Magistrates’ Court, who joined the NPA 
through the Aspirant Prosecutor Pro-
gramme in 2022. He was also acting as 
Regional Court Prosecutor at the time of 
his untimely death.

	 Congratulations 
Cabinet extended its congratulations and 
well-wishes to: 
●	 sprinting sensation Akani Simbine who 

won the 100m in 9.98 seconds in the 

Shanghai-Keqiao Diamond League in 
China. Simbine remains unbeaten over 
100 metres this season. 

●	 Simbine, who also anchored South Africa’ 
victorious 4x100m men’s team along with 
Bayanda Walaza, Sinesipho Dambile 
and Bradley Nkoana. They are the first 
ever African team to win gold at the World 
Relays in Guangzhou, China and set the 
fastest time in the world this year. 

●	 South African women’s 4X400m relay 
team – Shirley Nekhubuni, Miranda Co-
etzee, Precious Molepo and Zeney van 
der Walt – for winning bronze at the World 
Relays in Guangzhou, China and setting a 
new national record. 

●	 South African 4x400m men’s relay team 
– Zakithi Nene, Udeme Okon, Lythe 
Pillay and Mthi Mthimkhulu – for winning 
gold at the World Relays in Guangzhou, 
China and setting the fastest time in the 
world this year. Through these exceptional 
performances, our national relay teams 
have secured qualifications for the World 
Athletics Championships in Tokyo later 
this year.

●	 the Blitzboks, for winning the HSBC Sev-
ens World Championship in Los Angeles. 

●	 the South African U20 men’s national 
team for advancing to the semi-finals of 
the U20 Africa Cup of Nations tournament 
while also qualifying for the U20 World 
Cup to be held in September this year.

●	 filmmaker Murena Emmanuel Netshitan-
gani for winning the prestigious Best Afri-
can Film Award at the World Film Festival 
at Cannes in France for his film Lubunyu.

●	 Cabinet joined President Ramaphosa in 
congratulating Cardinal Robert Prevost 
on his election as Pope Leo XIV, the 267th 
Pope of the Catholic Church.

●	 renowned activist and lawyer Duma Nok-
we for posthumously being awarded the 
title of Silk (Senior Council) by President 
Ramaphosa in recognition of his work and 
outstanding contribution to our nation. 

	 General (Family) Laws Amendment Bill of 2025
●	 Cabinet approved the introduction of the General (Family) Laws Amendment Bill of 

2025 to Parliament. The amendments seek to strengthen the constitutionality of 
family laws and propose amendments to the Divorce Act, 1979 (Act 70 of 1979), 
the Matrimonial Property Act,1984 (Act 84 of 1984) and the Mediation in Certain 
Divorce Matters Act, 1987 (Act 24 of 1987).  

●	 The Bill seeks to protect the constitutional rights of parties to marriages out of 
community of property, and particularly women’s rights, equality, access to courts 
and the rights of children.

	 Extradition Bill 
●	 Cabinet approved the submission of the Extradition Bill to Parliament for further 

processing. 
●	 The Bill seeks to amend the current Extradition Act, 1962 (Act 67 of 1962), which is 

outdated. The current Act is not in line with the Constitution of the Republic of South 
Africa of 1996, modern extradition practices and it does not cater for all procedures 
being followed internationally.

●	 The Bill intends to strengthen the legal framework to give effect to the extradition 
of persons who are accused or convicted of crime to and from South Africa, 
and foreign states and international entities. It clarifies the role of magistrates in 
extradition proceedings and provides for a provisional arrest, surrender of a person 
sought by an international entity in respect of international crimes such as genocide, 
war crimes and crimes against humanity.

	 International Cooperation in Criminal Matters Amendment  
Bill of 2025 

●	 Cabinet approved the submission of the International Cooperation in Criminal 
Matters Amendment Bill of 2025 to Parliament. 

●	 The purpose of the Bill is to amend the International Cooperation in Criminal 
Matters Act, 1996 (Act 75 of 1996) to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of 
international legal cooperation in criminal matters.

●	 This Bill will strengthen the processes and mechanisms for international cooperation 
in criminal matters, such as evidence gathering and sentence execution, between 
South Africa and other countries. The Bill will also address legal issues related to 
extradition, and the confiscation and transfer of proceeds of crime.

	 Mineral Resources Development Bill of 2025 
●	 Cabinet approved the publication of the Mineral Resources Development Bill of 

2025 for public comments. 
●	 The Bill aims to enhance investor confidence by removing red tape and providing 

regulatory certainty to attract and retain investment. 
●	 The Bill aims to address key regulatory gaps, streamline licensing processes, 

ensure equitable distribution of mining benefits, promote local processing and 
manufacturing industries by ensuring that more raw minerals are transformed into 
higher-value products within South Africa. 

●	 The Bill introduces a licensing regime for artisanal and small-scale mining 
operations, thereby enhancing economic growth. Furthermore, the amendments 
seek to strengthen regulatory measures to combat unlawful activities while ensuring 
clear prohibitions and enforcement mechanisms in relation to illegal mining.

CABINET DECISIONS
	 Draft National Policing Policy (NPP)
●	 Cabinet approved the draft NPP, which outlines 

government’s broad plans to address shortcomings in 
the mandate of the SAPS to combat crime. The NPP 
will address challenges such as inadequate police sta-
tions, capacity issues and ensure that infrastructure is 
based on proper norms and standards.

●	 Key policy proposals include creating professional 
and quality policing, providing efficient and effective 
policing service delivery, improving legitimacy and 
trust between communities and the police, and build-

ing a strong and ethical leadership, management and 
governance architecture within the SAPS. 

	 Comprehensive Civil Aviation Policy 
●	 Cabinet approved the draft Comprehensive Civil Avia-

tion Policy for public comments. 
●	 The policy promotes the development of an efficient 

and productive aviation industry, which can compete 
in a rapidly changing global environment. The policy 
proposes measures to improve safety and security, air 
navigation services, airport infrastructure and quality 

of aviation services, among others whilst contributing 
to economic growth.

	Critical Minerals Strategy for South Africa 
●	 Cabinet approved the Critical Minerals Strategy for 

South Africa. This strategy aims to maximise the 
country’s potential in the global market of critical min-
erals, particularly those crucial for the country’s just 
energy transition plan and the ones the country holds 
comparative advantage. These include the Platinum 
Group Metals, lithium, cobalt and rare earth elements, 

which are vital for technologies like electric vehicles, 
renewable energy and other green initiatives.

●	 Key pillars of the strategy focus on exploration and 
beneficiation; investment; localisation; streamlining 
regulations; fostering innovation in mining technolo-
gies; building workforce skills; improving transport and 
logistics infrastructure, and incentivising investment. 

●	 The strategy further recognises the importance of col-
laboration with other countries to develop the potential 
of South Africa’s critical minerals sector.
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Contributing to 
veterinary success
Sinovuyo Mfi ki 

Dr Justice Masilela’s journey from a 
small village in the Nkomazi region of 
Mpumalanga to becoming a renowned 

veterinary professional and entrepreneur serves 
as a testament to his deep-rooted passion for an-
imals.

As the founder and owner of Asante Veterinary 
Consultants (AVC) in Boksburg, Johannesburg, 
Dr Masilela has dedicated his career to improving 
the health and well-being of livestock.

AVC specialises in providing veterinary services 
for livestock, including cattle, sheep, goats and 
poultry. Their services include disease prevention, 
treatment and overall herd management. Additi-
onally, AVC educates owners on best practices to 
ensure their animals remain healthy.

Dr Masilela’s connection to animals began in a 
small village in the Nkomazi region of Mpumalanga, 
where he was raised in a family with a variety of 
animals.

“Growing up, I spent a lot of time with my grand-
father’s cattle, shepherding them and learning 
fi rst-hand the responsibilities of caring for lives-
tock. That is where my passion for animal well-being 
started,” he said.

His early exposure to animals gave him an 
understanding of the basic needs of livestock. 
However, it was through his formal education that 
he began to realise the depth of veterinary care.

“Enrolling at the University of Pretoria’s Faculty 
of Veterinary Science in 2013, I gained a wealth 
of knowledge about animal health, including 
nutrition, disease prevention and vaccines –
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Dr Justice Masilela.


