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Third anniversary of Nelson 
Mandela’s passing  on 5 December 
2013 - let us celebrate Madiba’s life 
by continuing to work together on 
this path of unity and nationhood.
“Our daily deeds as ordinary 
South Africans must produce an 
actual South African reality that 
will reinforce humanity’s belief in 
justice, strengthen its confidence in 
the nobility of the human soul, and 
sustain all our hopes for a glorious 
life for all.” ~ Nelson Mandela
Madiba subscribed to the values of 
our Constitution and the vision of 
a free, just and united nation that 
underpins the society that we must 
work towards. To do this, South 
Africans need to be united by a 
shared vision of a better society.
That vision and programme is the 
National Development Plan. The 
actions it identifies are essential for 
the eradication of poverty and the 
reduction of inequality by 2030.

IN MEMORIAM

CabinetStatement

1.3 LOCAL GOVERNMENT

1.1 ECONOMY

Team SA
Government, business, labour and all 
South Africans are working together 
to safeguard South Africa’s investment 
rating. 
Working together we can reignite 
our economy, attract investment and 
create jobs for our people. 
•	 The	three	major	credit	rating	

agencies Moody’s Investor 
Services, Fitch Ratings and 
Standard & Poor’s kept South 
Africa’s sovereign debt credit rating 
status above sub investment grade.

•	 South	Africa’s	GDP	grew	by	0.2	per	
cent in the third quarter. 

 Main contributors to GDP growth 
were the mining and quarrying 
sector, finance, real estate and 
business services, and general 
government services. 

 The agriculture, forestry and 
fishing sector contracted by -0.3%, 
manufacturing by -3.2%, electricity, 
gas and water -2.9%, trade, 
catering and accommodation 
-2.1%. Drought is still the largest 
contributor to the decline in the 
agriculture sector.

1. IMPLEMENTATION OF KEY GOVERNMENT PROGRAMMES

LAND
•	 	Bahurutse	communities	who	

received Title Deeds
 One of the biggest land claims 

settled at Motsane Game Farm 
outside Zeerust (North West)

•	 54	280	hectares	of	land	–	being	
restored

	 Benefitting	–	1 878 households
Launch of the pilot project 

of the Policy Framework on 
Strengthening the Relative Rights 
of People Working the Land 
(50/50 policy) for the North West 
Province.

follows the conclusion of an 
agreement which will see farm 
workers and the farmer become 
co-owners of the farming 
enterprise

Africa Trade Week 2016: from 28 
Nov - 2 December 2016Theme: 
“Advancing Socio-Economic 
Structural Transfor-mation through 
Intra-Africa Trade”
 The Minister of Trade and Industry, 

Dr Rob Davies engaged on the 
Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) 
Negotiations.  The CFTA aims to…

	Boost	intra-Africa	trade	
	Build	an	integrated	Africa	of	1	billion	

people 
 GDP of approximately 2.6 trillion US 

dollars.
Second edition of Science Forum 
South Africa: from 8 - 9 December 
2016 at the CSIR Convention Centre. 
Theme: “Igniting conversations about 
science” 
Who? Scientists, policy-makers, 
students, academics and the public 
Objective: Engaging on pertinent 
issues around science, technology and 
innovation, and how social science can 
shape Africa’s future. 
Human Sciences Research 
Council’s results of South Africa’s 
participation in the Trends in 
International Mathematics and 
Science Study 2015 (TIMSS 2015)
Points to a steady upward trajectory 
of the education sector. Aimed largely 
at assessing whether countries are 
making progress in education over 
time.
Striving for academic excellence in 
prioritised areas of Mathematics and 
Science, takes us closer to realising the 
targets we have set ourselves through 
the National Development Plan.

EVENTS: 

54280 
hectares of land – 

being restored 

1.2 INFRASTRUCTURE

WATER
 Launch of the Mokolo and Crocodile River (West) Water 

Augmentation project - shows commitment to respond to 
the needs of citizens

 The water transfer infrastructure supplies water to the 
Lephalale local municipality, Eskom’s power stations 
(Matimba and Medupi), the Zeeland water treatment plant, 
Exxaro’s Grootegeluk mine.

 Welgedacht Wastewater Treatment Works (near Springs, 
Gauteng) -  underwent an extension to cope with the increased 
demand for wastewater treatment.

 R44.4million - Oranjeville Waste Water Treatment Plant (Metsimaholo District Municipality) 
&  Leeuwkuil Waste Water Treatment Plant (Emfuleni District Municipality) refurbishment  

 To help alleviate the pollution in the Vaal River System. 
 Over R300 million	–	amount	set	aside	to	upgrade 26 dysfunctional waste water treatment 

works in parts of Gauteng and Free State.

The Orange-Senqu River Basin Commission (ORASECOM): 
from 5 – 9 
December 2016 at Emperors Palace, Kempton Park. 
Who?	South	Africa,	Lesotho,	Botswana	and	Namibia.	
Objective: 
 Assess progress on the Integrated Water Resources 

Management Plan.
 Serves as a planning tool for achieving the long-term 

development goals in the basin. 
 Provides a strategic trans-boundary water resources 

management framework
What?	 The	Orange-Senqu	River	Basin	contributes	26%	 to	South	
Africa’s GDP from the Vaal and Orange rivers development. 

EVENTS: 

South African Local Government Association (SALGA) National Conference - 20 year anniversary: from 28 November to 1 
December 2016 
Objective: Discuss concrete proposals on how all South Africans can contribute to building inclusive, cohesive and successful 
communities.
Conclusion: 
	 Recommitment	to	the	Back	to	Basics	programme
 Promoting inclusive living through the implementation of the Integrated Urban Development Framework which espouses the 

vision of creating “liveable, safe, resource-efficient cities and towns that are socially integrated, economically inclusive and 
globally competitive, where residents actively participate in urban life”.

EVENTS: 

 World Aids Day commemoration (1 December 2016) Theme: 
“It	is	in	our	hands	to	end	HIV	and	TB”	led	by	the	Deputy	
President Cyril Ramaphosa

 Launched new clinical trials for HIV and Aids vaccine, known 
as HVTN 702. 

 South Africa has achieved its targets for antiretroviral 
treatment and we now have the largest ARV programme in 
the	world,	with	3.4	million	people	on	treatment	in	2015.

1.4 HEALTH

ENERGY
 South Africans are encouraged 

to participate in the public 
consultations on the draft 
Integrated Energy Plan (IEP) 
and Integrated Resource Plan 
(IRP). Inputs will…
 refine how the country 

secures its future energy 
needs.

 help determine the country’s 
energy mix & future energy 
infrastructure investments

 provide a balance between 
security of supply and the 
cost of electricity promote job 
creation and localisation

16 Days of Activism for No Violence against Women and Children 2016 
“Count Me In: Together Moving a Non-Violent South Africa Forward” 
 ~ will set in motion the #365 days of Activism - where communities are urged to participate in the Dialogues.

GOVERNMENT CALLS ON…?
All stakeholders, especially the media to partner with government and put the scourge of violence 
against women and children at the top of the agenda for #365 days of Activism. 
Cabinet condemns any and all acts of violence motivated by prejudice. The Prevention and Combating 
of	Hate	Crimes	and	Hate	Speech	Bill,	which	is	in	the	consultative	phase,	will	strengthen	enforcement	
and prosecution.

2. KEY CABINET DECISIONS

2.1 Supports Minister of 
Transport in directing 
Transnet National Ports 
Authority, in terms of 
Section 79, subsection (1) 
of the National Ports Act 
No.12 of 2005. 

 The amendments and 
extension are in line with 
the Government priorities 
relating to Operation 
Phakisa on growing the 

Oceans Economy and 
broader goals outlined in 
the National Development 
Plan, to promote economic 
growth and to boost job 
creation.

2.2 Approved for South Africa 
to host the Information 
and Communications 
Technology ICT 
Africa 2017 Summit 
in partnership with 
AfricaBrains in July 
2017 (To be led by 
the Department of 
Telecommunications and 
Postal Services).

2.3 Approved the National 
Sanitation Policy 2016 for 
implementation

 Focus is on improved levels 
of services, innovative and 
appropriate technology to 
ensure sustainability and 

improving the lives of the 
poor.

 The Policy endorses the 
national sanitation targets, 
as outlined in the National 
Development Plan, Medium 
Term Strategic Framework 
& the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

2.4 Approved release of the 
National Crime Statistics 
report for the first two 
quarters of 2016/17, by 
the Minister of Police, 
Nkosinathi Nhleko.

2.5 Approved the Second 
Country Report on the 
implementation of the 
African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the 
Child (Children’s Charter) 
for submission to the 
African Union in January 
2017.

 The Children’s Charter - 
harmonised and domesticated 
in	the	Children’s	Act	38	of	
2005 and the Child Justice 
Act,	75	of	2008.	

	 South	Africa	–	obligatory	
progress reports on the 
realisation of children’s rights 
and well-being to the African 
Union	in	terms	of	Article	43	
of the African Charter on the 
Rights and Welfare of the 
Child over a three year period.

2.6 Approved South Africa’s 
negotiating positions for 
the Thirteenth meeting 
of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity 
(CBD: COP 13) and its 
Protocols to be held in 
Cancun, Mexico from 4 to 
17 December 2016.

Theme: “The incorporation of the 
conservation and sustainable use 

of biodiversity into productive 
sectors and public policies, 
especially in the areas of 
agriculture, fisheries, forestry and 
tourism”.

2.7 Outcomes from the 
Seventeenth Meeting 
of the Conference of 
Parties (CoP 17) to 
the Convention on 
International Trade in 
Endangered Species of 
Wild fauna and Flora 
(CITES) - hosted by South 
Africa (24 September to 5 
October 2016). 

2.8 Approved the 2.5% cost-
of-living adjustment to 
the remuneration levels 
of the members from the 
South African Human 
Rights Commission, with 
effect from 1 April 2016.

Approved Bills
 The introduction of the Cybercrimes and Cybersecurity Bill	2016	into	Parliament	–	aimed	at	combatting	cybercrime
 Traditional Courts Bill 2016 to be introduced into Parliament - improve access to justice services by enhancing the effectiveness, efficiency 

and integrity of the institution of traditional leadership in the resolution of disputes, in accordance with constitutional imperatives and values. 
 Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill 2016	to	be	introduced	into	Parliament	-		The	Bill	amends	the	Criminal	Procedure	Act,	1977	(Act	No.	51	of	

1977). Amendments -  
 Provide the courts with wider discretion in issuing orders in respect of vulnerable groups 
 Linked to NDP ‘to ensure that all people are and feel safe, based on an independent and fair criminal justice system’.

3. CABINET BRIEFED ON

3.1 Outcomes from the Presidential Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment 
Advisory Council - held on 31 May 2016.

	 Monitoring	on	the	state	of	Broad-Based	Black	Economic	Empowerment	(B-BBEE)	
performance in the economy. 

	 Performance	of	the	Black	Industrialist	programme	
	 Report	of	the	BEE	Advisory	Council

3.2 The status of the Acid Mine Drainage 
“Emergency Works” project - implemented as 
a short-term solution for Acid Mine Drainage 
mitigation in the Witwatersrand gold fields. 
The key benefit to implementing the project is 
to…

  Ensure water resources management and realise 
water supply imperatives as outlined in the 2016 
State of the Nation Address and the NDP 

 Contributes to water security in Gauteng
 Capitalises on water conservation and re-use
 Mitigates pollution thus contributing towards a safer environment.

3.3 The work of the Inter-Ministerial Committee (IMC) on Migration. 
 Focus - progress made by government in responding to attacks on foreign nationals 

and addressing the root causes.
 Final approval of the White Paper on International Migration is planned for March 

2017

3.4 The implementation of the National Evaluation System detailed in the Annual 
Report on Evaluation 2016 and also approved the sixth National Evaluation 
Plan 2017 to 2018.

3.5 Findings and recommendations emanating from the study conducted by 
the Department of Public Service and Administration on the geographic 
accessibility of Thusong Service Centres.

 Supports the creation of sustainable rural human settlements and urban growth 
development objectives - responding to challenges in the National Development 
Plan in relation to spatial disparities.

3.6 The provisions of the Directive on compulsory capacity development, 
mandatory training days and maximum entry requirements for Senior 
Management Service (SMS). 

 Contributes to a long term skills development strategy - creating a uniform 
mandatory model for the development of senior managers in the Public Service. 

4. OTHER EVENTS & COMMEMORATIONS

4.1 Zambia’s President Lungu - State Visit to South Africa:  from 8 to 9 December 2016. 
Why?
 The two countries have good bilateral and economic relations 
 Zambia is one of South Africa’s top three trading partners on the African continent. 
	 R29.5	billion	-	South	African	exports	to	Zambia	(2014)
	 R3.6	billion	-	Zambia‘s	exports	to	South	Africa	(2014)
Objective: 
 Inauguration of a Joint Permanent Commission between the two countries. 
 The commission will oversee the 1996 General Agreement and the 1999 Declaration of Intent which is aimed at giving effect to bilateral agreements between the two nations.

4.2 Fifth National Youth Camp: opened 6 December 2016 held by Departments of Social Development and Defence and Military Veterans at the 3 South African 
Infantry Battalion next to Kimberly (Northern Cape)

Theme:	#40YearsOn	-	Youth	still	moving	South	Africa	forward
Who? 1000 young people
Objective: To promote national identity, nation building, social cohesion, patriotism, active citizenry

4.3 International Anti-Corruption Day: 9 December 2016
Theme: “In Partnership towards a National Anti-Corruption Strategy”
Objective: 
 Government in partnership with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and the University of South Africa will once 

again mark International Anti-Corruption Day under the theme: “Fighting Corruption Together”. 
 Cabinet calls on all in society to stand up and be counted in the fight against corruption.
 
4.4 20th anniversary of the signing into law of the Constitution of South Africa by the late former President Nelson 

Mandela: National event 10 December 2016, George Thabe Stadium (Sharpeville)
Theme:	“Celebrating	20	years	of	the	Constitution	–	transforming	society	and	uniting	the	nation”

4.5 Day of Reconciliation: 16 December 2016, Gopane Black Aces Ground, Zeerust (North West)
Theme	“Bridging	the	Divide	towards	a	Non-Racist	Society”	

7. CONDOLENCES 

 The people of Cuba on the passing of their former president and 
revolutionary hero El Commandant Fidel Alejandro Castro Ruz.

 The Government and people of the Federative Republic of 
Brazil especially the families, friends and colleagues of all the 
victims of the chartered plane that crashed over a mountainous 
region in Colombia.

 Riot Makhomanisi Mkhwanazi - renowned struggle veteran 
who	was	awarded	the	Order	of	Mendi	for	Bravery	for	his	
contribution to the country’s liberation struggle.

 Gospel singer Sifiso Ncwane, who was one of the best gospel 

9. FESTIVE SEASON MESSAGE FROM CABINET

	 Best	wishes	to	all	South	Africans	for	the	upcoming	festive	season.		
 Continue to use water wisely and efficiently as water remains a scarce resource. 
 All South Africans, in line with the responsibilities outlined in our National Development Plan, urged 

to be part of the solution and ensure a safe and enjoyable festive season for all.
	 Be	alert	on	the	roads	-	ensure	vehicles	are	roadworthy,	adhere	to	the	speed	limit,	wear	safety	belts,	

do not drive while under the influence.  Pedestrians are also road users and must obey the rules of 
the road. 

	 Shopping	malls	will	also	become	a	priority	during	the	festive	season	–	SAPS	announcement

R29.5 billion 
South African exports to 

Zambia (2014) 

6. CABINET CONGRATULATES

 The Springbok Sevens	-	winning	the	HSBC	World	Rugby	Sevens	Series	in	Dubai
 Roger Barrow	-	named	2016	World	Rowing	Coach	of	the	Year	by	the	International	Rowing	Association	

(Federation Internationale des Societes d’Aviron).
 President-elect	Adama	Barrow	-	Gambia’s	new	president	
 Government, business, labour and all South Africans for working together to safeguard South Africa’s 

investment rating (above sub investment grade). Cabinet remains confident that:

  the path set out in the National Development Plan 
  Government’s planned fiscal consolidation
  The implementation of the Nine Point Plan  will help South Africa remain  

an investment grade country.
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5. NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (NDP) 

The NDP is a long term vision and plan that serves as a 
blueprint for the work that needs to be done to achieve 
a prosperous society for South Africa by 2030. The core 
priorities of the NDP are to reduce poverty, unemployment 
and inequality.
All sectors of society, business, labour and civil society 
must play their part in advancing the brand identity of 
the NDP by highlighting the implementation of the NDP 
through co-branding initiatives that are catalytic in 
implementing the plan.
Cabinet undertook a photoshoot to symbolise a call to 
action that sees all sectors of society utilising the NDP 
brand identity.

10. PAST YEAR

 The past year witnessed a growing number of investment which demonstrate confidence by the international investment community in South 
Africa’s economy. It further demonstrates that our country is on a path to recovery and continues to be a viable investment destination. 

 Implementation of the Nine Point Plan, the Medium Term Strategic Framework and interventions such as Operation Phakisa have 
placed us on a higher trajectory to realise Vision 2030 of the NDP.

 As part of the National Infrastructure Plan we have seen infrastructure investments in education, health, water, energy and transport. All 
of which have created employment and improved the lives of our people. The stabilisation of the grid has strengthened reliable electricity 
supply for South Africa.

 Various international agenda engagements resulted in a suite of Memorandums of Understanding and Agreements being signed. These 
serve as a catalyst for economic development initiatives and to meet our goals from the NDP.

 We held a successful Local Government Election. We hosted, in the spirit of Ubuntu, various mega events such as: AfricaCom, Africa Internet 
Governance Forum, the 17th Meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP17) to the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 
Fauna and Flora (CITES), the 35th International Geological Congress, as well as the 21st International AIDS Conference and many others. Demonstrating that South Africa has 
become an international destination of choice.

 Our national sporting teams and athletes held our flag high with their performances and spirit at the 2016 Rio Olympics as well as other sporting events. South Africans in 
various fields have inspired us with their skills and talents and received national and international accolades. South Africa is a winning nation.

8. CABINET THANKS 
Members of the media for their role in ensuring that Cabinet decisions 
are communicated to South Africans so they can participate in informed 
public discourse.
Volunteers and non-governmental organisations for giving selflessly 
to help others in all walks of life, in the true spirit of Ubuntu
Business and organized labour partners for the part that they 
continue to play in ensuring that South Africa is poised for equitable 
economic growth. 
All South Africans who in their daily lives play a part in building a South 
Africa which belongs to all.


