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BILL
To provide for the establishment of the Transport Appeal Tribunal to consider and
to decide appeak noted under the National Land Transport Act, 1998, and under
the Cross-Border Road Transport Act, 1998; and for matters connected therewith.

B E IT EN.+CTED by the Parliament of the Republic of South Africa, as
follows:-

CHAPTER 1

APPLICATION OF ACT

Definitions 5

1. In this Act. unless the context indicates otherwise—
(i) “Board””  means any pro~’incial  permissions board contemplated in the

National Land Transport Act, 1998: (v)
(ii) ‘“Direc[or-General°  means the Director-General: Transport; (i)

(iii) “intrtiprolincial  transport” means intraprovincial transport as defined in 10
section 1 of the IQational  Land Transport Act, 1998; (iii)

(il.) “hlinister”” means the Minister of Transport; (iv)
(Y) “prescribed”- means prescribed by regulation: (ix)

(Ii) ‘regulation”” nleans any regulation made under section 17(1): (vii)
(vii) “’Regu]atog  Comimee”  nleans the Regulator-y  Committee referred to in 15

section 13 of the Cross-Border Road Transport Act, 1998; (vi)
(viii) “this Act”’ includes any regulation: (ii)

(ix) “Tribunal’” means the Transport Appeal Tribunal established by section 3(1).
(viii)

Application of .\ct 20

2. The provisions of this Act will not apply in respect of any appeal—
(a) which relates to intraprovincial  transport; and
(b) in respect of which an appeal body has been established by or under any law

of the provincial legislature concerned.

CHAPTER 2 25

THE TRANSPORT APPEAL TRIBUNAL

Establishment of Transport Appeal Tribunal

3. (l) There is hereby established a tribunal to be known as the Transport Appeal
Tribunal.

(2) The Tribunal must be impartial and must per-form its functions without few. favour 30
or prejudice.

Constitution of Tribunal

I

\

I

4. (1) The Tribunal consists of not more than nine, but not less than fi~”e. members
appointed by the \Iinister  after consultation \vith every member of the Executive
Council in every pro\’ince responsible for road transport matters. 35



(2) The Minister must—
(a) appoint fit and proper persons as members of the Tribunal on the grounds of

their knowledge of, or experience in. financial, economic, commercial, legal
or other matters relating to the functions of the Tribunal; and

(h) invite nominations for persons who comply with the criteria contemplated in
paragraph (u) to be appointed as members of the Tribunal by notice in at least
two newspapers circulating throughout the Republic.

(3) When considering the appointment of any particular person, the Minister must—
(a) by notice in the GaGerte. make known that fact and invite all interested persons

to lodge in writing, within the period and at the place specified in the notice,
any representations that they wish to make in connection with the appoint-
ment: and

(b} take into account any representations so lodged.

Chairperson and deputy chairperson of Tribunal

5. (1) The hfinister shall appoint one of the members of the Tribunal as the
chairperson of the Tribunal and the Tribunal shall at its first sitting appoint another as the
deputy chairperson of the Tribunal.

(2) If the chairperson is absent or for any reason unable to act as chairperson, the
deputy chairperson must act as the chairperson of the Tribunal.

Persons not qualified to be members

6. A person may not be appointed as a member of the Tribunal—
(a) if the person is an unrehabilitated  insolvent;
(b) if the person has been removed from public office;
(c) if the person has been convicted of an offence for which the person has been

sentenced to imprisonment without the option of a fine, unless the Minister,
having due regard to the nature of the offence and the circumstances of the
case, is satisfied on reasonable -~ounds  that the person is a fit and proper
person to be so appointed.

Conditions of appointment and terms of 05ce of members

7.( 1) The chairperson. the deputy chairperson and any other member of the Tribunal
will, for each day or part of a day in any month on which the duties attached to the office
concerned were pm-formed. be remunerated. and be paid a traveliirtg and subsistence
allowance, at such daily rate as the Minister in consultation with the Minister of Finance
may determine from time to time.

(2) (a) The other conditions of appointment will be as prescribed.
(b) Different conditions of appointment may be prescribed in respect of different

categories of members.
(3) A member of the Tribunal will hold office for such period. but not exceeding three

years, as the Minister may detemtine at the time of the member’s appointment, and will
at the termination of the period of office be eligible for reappointment. but not for more
than three consecutive terms of office.

Vacancies in Tribunal

8. (1) A member of the Tribunal vacates office—
(a) if the member becomes subject to any disqualification mentioned in section 6;
(b) in the case tvhere the member has resigned by giving one month’s notice in

writing [O the Minister. when the member’s resignation takes effect.
(2) The Minister may remo~e any member of the Tribunal from office—

(a) for misconduct;
(b) for failing to perform the duties of a member or to perform them diligently and

efficiently:
(c) if the member. because of any physical or mental illness or disability, has

become incapable of performing a member’s duties or performing them
efficiently.

(3) (a) Any vacancy in the office of a member of the Tribunal must be filled by the
Minister through the appointment of another member in terms of section 4.

(b) A member so appointed holds office for the unexpired portion of the predecessor’s
term of office.
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6

Sittings of Tribunal

9. (1) The Tribunal will sit on such days and during such hours and at such place as
the chairperson of the Tribunal may determine.

(2) The presence of at least fifty per cent of the members will be necessaty to
constitute a sitting of the Tribunal. 5

(3) If both the chairperson and the deputy chairperson are absent from a sitting of the
Tribunal, the members present must from among their number elect a person to preside
at the sitting.

Decisions of Tribunal

10. (1) The decision of a majority of the members present at a sitting of the Tribunal 10
will constitute a decision of the Tribunal, and in the event of an equality of votes on any
matter, the person presiding at the sitting will have a casting vote in addition to that
person’s deliberative vote.

(2) No decision taken by the Tribunal will be invalid merely by reason of a vacancy
in the Tribunal or of the fact that any person not entitled to sit as a mgmber  of the 15
Tribunal, sat as such a member at the time \vhen the decision was taken, if the decision
was taken by the majority of the members of the Tribunal present at the time and who
were entitled to sit as members of the Tribunal.

CHAPTER 3

APPE.\LS 20

Fees in respect of Appeals

11. The Tribunal may not deal with any appeal noted under the National Land
Transport Act. 1998. or under the Cross-Border Road Transport Act, 1998, unless any
such appeal is accompanied by the fees refereed to in section 17(1)(a).

Decisions on Appeals 25

12. (1) Subject to the provisions of this .\ct. the Tribunal must consider an appeal
noted with the Tribunal in accordance with the provisions of the National Land
Transport Act. 1998. or the Cross-Border Road Transport Act, 1998, whereupon the
Tribunal may— ~

(a) reject [he appeal and confirm the act. direction or decision appealed against; or 30
(b) uphold the appeal. set aside the act. direction or decision appealed against,

and—
(i) substitute therefor any other act_ direction or decision which the Board or

the Regulatory Committee. as the case may be, could have performed or
given: or 35

(ii) refer  the matter which gave rise to the appeal to the Board or the
Regulatory committee.  as the case may be, for reconsideration; or

(c) uphold the appeal partially and vw the act. direction or decision appealed
against.

(2) No decision taken by the Tribunal under this section maybe inconsistent with the 40
National Land Transport Act, 1998, or the Cross-Border Road Transport Act, 1998, as
the case may be.

(3) Any act, direction or decision of the Tribunal under subsection(l)(b)(i) or (c) will,
except for the purposes of subsection (1), be deemed to be an act, direction or decision
of the Board or Regulatory Committee against whose act, direction or decision the 45
appeal was brought.

(4) The Tribunal must—
(u) within the prescribed period cause the parties invo!ved in the appeal to be

notified in writing of the decision of the Tribunal;
(b) at the \\ritten  request of any person Whose rights have been adversely affected 50

by the said decision, in writing furnish any such person with reasons for the
decision \vithin the prescribed period.



8

Applications for condonation and suspension

13. The chairperson of the Tribunal may, without giving prior notice to any interested
party or hearing any such party—

(a) grant an application for condonation of the late filing of an appeal against the
act, direction or decision of the Board or the Regulatory Committee, as the 5
case may be, provided the appeal is noted in the prescribed manner and within
the prescribed period. or refuse such an application; or

(b) grant or refuse an application to suspend the operation of any act, direction or
decision appealed against.

Procedure at Appeals 10

14. (1) In order to consider an appeal before the Tribunal in terms of this Act, the
Tribunal may—

(a) allo]v  any person affected by the appeal or interested therein, or the duly
authorised representative of any such person, to appear before the Tribunal
a n d — 15
(i) [o give evidence or make oral representations relevant to the appeal;

(ii) to call witnesses and lead evidence on any question relevant to the
appeal: or

(iii) to question any person who testified at the appeal;
(b) summons any person who may reasonably be able to give infomlation of 20

material importance concerning the subject matter of the appeal or who has in
any such person’s possession or custody or under any such person’s control
any book. document or object which may reasonably have a bearing on the
subject matter of the appeal, to appear before the Tribunal;

(c) call upon and administer any oath to, or accept an at%rmation  from, any person 25
present at the appeal who has or might have been summonsed in terms of
paragraph (b):

(d) question any person who has been called upon in terms of paragraph (c) or
requirt  any such person to produce any book, document or object in any such
person’s possession or custody or under any such person’s control which may 30
reasonably have a bearing on the subject matter of the appeal.

(2) A summons for a person to appear before the Tribunal must be—
(a) in the prescribed form;
(b) signed by the chairperson of the Tribunal or any other member designated by

the chairperson: and 35
(c) served in the prescribed manner.

(3) Subject to the provisions of subsection (4), the law relating to privilege, as
applicable to a \vitness summonsed to give evidence or to produce any book, document
or object before a court of law, will apply in respect of the questioning of any person by,
or the production of any book. document or object before, the Tribunal in terms of this 40
section.

(4) (a) Where. in terms of the National Land Transport Act, 1998, or the Cross-Border
Road Transport Act. 1998, it would have been permissible for the Board or the
Re@atory  Committee. as the case may be. to take any person’s road transport law
enforcement profile or previous traffic or transport-related contravention into consid-  45
eration,  the Tribunal may compel any such person to give self-incriminating evidence,
but the person presiding at the appeal must direct that such evidence will be given in
camera and that it will not be made public in any manner whatsoever, except by order
of a competent court or for the purposes of review or appeal.

(b) No self-incriminating evidence so given will be admissible as evidence at any 50
proceedings in respect of an offence, except in the case of perjury or any offence under
section 1 S(c)(i). {d) or (e).

Offences

15. Any person u’ho--
([/) has been duly summonsed  under section 14 and who fails, without sufficient 55

cause—
(i) to attend at the time and place specified in the summons; or
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(ii) to remain in attendance until excused by the TnbunaI  from further
attendance;

(b) has beencalled  uponintems  ofsection  14(l)(c) andwhorefuses  to besworn
or to make an af6rrnation asa witness;

(c) faik,  without sufhcientcause— 5
(i) to answer fully and satisfactorily any question lawfully  put to any such

person in terms of section 14 (l)(d); or
(ii) to produce any book, document or object in any such person’s possession

or custody or under any such person’s control which any such person was
required to produce in terms of section 14(l)(d); 10

(d) with intent to deceive the Tribunal, produces before the Tribunal any false,
untrue, fabricated or falsified book or document; or

(e) wilfully furnishes the Tribunal with information, or makes a statement before
the Tribunal, which is false or misleading,

is guilty of an offence  and liable on conviction to a fine or to imprisonment for a period 15
not exceeding two years or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

CHAPTER 4

GENERAL

Administration of Tribunal

16. (1) The Director-General must, after consultation with the Tribunal, designate 20
such officers in the Department of Transport as may be necessary to perform the
administrative and secretarial work of the Tribunal.

(2) The expenditure incurred in respect of the performance of the Tribunal’s functions
will be defrayed from moneys appropriated by Parliament for that purpose.

(3) Ail moneys received by the Tribunal under this Act must be paid into the National 25
Revenue Fund. and the Director-General is the accounting officer of such expended
moneys.

Regulations

17. (1) The hlinister may, after consultation with the Tribunal, make regulations—
(a) requiring the payment of fees in connection with any appeal to the Tribunal, 30

and prescribing the amount of any such fees, the circumstances in which any
amount paid by way of any such fees will be forfeited or refunded in whole or
in part. the amount of any such partial refund and the circumstances in which
any amount so paid may in the discretion of the Tribunal be forfeited in whole
or be refunded in whole or in part; 35

(b) as to the information to be provided by the Board or the Regulatory
Committee to the Tribunal or an applicant in connection with any appeal, and
the manner in which and the time within which such information must be
provided:

(c) as to the procedure to be followed by the Tribunal in dealing with any appeal, 40
and the marmer in which the Tribunal must give notice of its sittings;

(d) prescribing fees or allowances payable to any person sumrnonsed  under
section 14(l)(b) to appear before the Tribunal to give evidence or to produce
any book. document or object;

(e) (i) as to the record to be kept of the proceedings at any appeal; 45
(ii) prescribing the circumstances in which persons affected by any such

appeal will have access thereto or will be permitted to make any copies
thereof. requiring the payment of fees in connection with the provision of
any such copies, and prescribing the amount of any such fees;

@ as to the disclosure of any direct or indirect financial or personal interest 50
which a member of the Tribunal has in any matter to be dealt with by the
Tribunal \vhich may affect the impartiality of the member concerned;
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(g) as to any matter required or permitted to be prescribed under this Act by
regulation.

(2) The Minister may not under subsection (1)(a), (d) or (c)(ii) prescribe any fees or
allowances. or any circumstance in which any fees are required or permitted to be
refunded or the amount of any refund, except with the concurrence of the Minister of 5
Finance.

Repeal of certain provisions of Act 74 of 1977,.  and savings

18. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (3), the provisions of the Road
Transportation Act, 1977, relating to the consideration and determination of appeals by
the National Transport Commission are hereby repealed in so far as those provisions 10
relate to-

(a) any matter corresponding to that in respect of which the Board is authorised
by law to perform or give any act, direction or decision;

(b) any matter corresponding to that in respect of which the Regulatory
Committee is authorised by law to perform or give any act, direction or 15
decision.

(2) Notwithstanding the repeal of section 8 of the said Act, any appeal noted or
commenced thereunder will be continued and concluded as if the repeal had not been
effected.

(3) The pro~-isions  of— 20
(a) subsection (1)(a) will come into operation on the date on which the National

Land Transport Act, 1998, comes into operation; and
(b) subsection (1)(b) will come into operation on the date on which the

Cross-Border Road Transport Act, 1998, comes into operation.

Short title 25

19. This Act is called the Transport Appeal Tribunal Act, 1998.
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MEMORANDUM ON THE OBJECTS OF THE TRANSPORT
APPEAL TRIBUNAL BILL, 1998

The Bill deals with the Transport Appeal Tribunal, whose sole function is the
consideration and determination of appeals against the acts, directions or decisions of
provincial permissions boards (intended to be established by the National Land
Transport Bill) and the Regulatory Committee (intended to be established by the
Cross-Border Road Transport Bill). Provincial permissions boards will consider
applications for permission to conduct domestic passenger transport, whilst the
Regulatory Committee will consider applications for permits authonsing cross-border
passenger and freight road transport.

It is being proposed in the Bill that the members of the said Tribunal be appointed by
the Minister of Transport, afier consultation with the relevant Members of the Executive
Councils, on the grounds of their knowledge of, or experience in, matters relating to the
functions of the Tribunal.

The provisions of the Bill were first published for general comment as part of the
National Land Transport Bill in the Gazerte during December 1996.

Since public transpofl  is included in Schedule 4 to the Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa, 1996 (Act No. 108 of 1996), the Department and the State Law Advisers
are of the opinion that the Bill must be dealt with in accordance with the procedure
prescribed by section 76.


